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Lesson 6.6
Choosing the Right Words

Telling an interesting story is difficult. To make a situation as exciting as possible, you have to include vivid

descriptions and fascinating details. However, language that is too flowery or complicated might distract

your audience from the main idea. Balancing these two extremes is essential for becoming a good
storyteller.

In writing, you have to find a similar balance between keeping your readers interested and expressing
your ideas clearly. Read through the following examples:
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| Preparing a culinary entrée such as elbow pasta noodles and melted cheddar che
variation, can be an enjoyable and tranquil undertaking if one is cognizant .
procedures. First, fill a pot with an abundance of temperate water and gen

warmth. The liquid will presently begin to bubble and yield steam, at wh.
foodstuffs, or elbow noodles, should be incorporated. When they are t
the cheese mixture and blend judiciously.
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ing about your audience and

g a purpose will help you determine how
is also an important part of /

drafting and revising.

n this lesson, you will learn how to effectively communicate

Clear Words ;
Concise Words
Vivid Words

Clear Words

- Strong writing is clear and easy to understand. Don't be tempted to use compl “

because it sounds "smarter." While academic and professional documents
be confusing.

£

| | Thl-nk about the following sentences:

‘ This stratagem will advocate tandem techniques to diminish by
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One specific type of unclear language is Jargon, or overly technical terms. Here's an example:

The nomenclature of the Acer rubrumis derived from the visual perceptual property
principal lateral appendages of its stems during the temperate season of autumn,

Chapter 6 | Writing Critically

which turn red in the fall. However, figuring this out is difficult because of scientific jargon er

% Canyou tell what this sentence says? It's explaining that red maples get their name from their leaves,
i rubrum and principal lateral appendages.

Generally, you should avoid jargon unless you are specifically writing for a technical audlence lf VM
to use unfamiliar terms, always include clear definitions.
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administered developed | initia‘ted i
authored directed  investigated
built executed launched
coached expedited operated
coordinated facilitated orchestrated
delegated formulated overhauled
designed founded pioneered

Wordy
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The final aspect of word choice is using vivid Ianauage. Whenl
audience, you want your words to be interesting and praclm
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aﬂectives and adverbs carefullv Usually, a strong noun or mbalom Iu better
b with an adjective or adverb.

- | After the game, Andrew slowly-watked home.
| After the game, Andrew trudged :
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