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Africa and most of Latin America (Mexico”

s northern border cities
excepted), this option did not exist. Instead, (leindustriahzadfm and the

decimation of male formal-sector jobs, often followed by male emigra-

ods as piece-workers,

, hairdressers, sewing
operators, cleaners, washers, ragpickers, nannies, and prostitutes. In a

region where urban women’s labor-force participation had always been
Jower than in other continents, the surge of Latin American women
into tertiary informal activities during the 1980s was especially dramatic,
In her detailed study of “adjustment from below;” social anthropol-

ist Caroline Moser describes the impact of eight successive SAPs
0! cen 1982 and 1988 on a formerly upwardly mobile shantytown on
betw! wampy edge of Guayaquil. Although open unemployment
o d in Ecuador, the major impact of the 1980s crisis was an explo-
dJouble deremployment estimated at fully half the workforce in both
sﬂn and Quito. In the barrio Indio Guayas, husban.ds who %xad
Guayad ‘oved full-time work found themselves casualized and idle
reviously 611;1;] fy a year; households, as a consequence, were forced to
forup t0 4 members out to work, both women and children. The
send more ipation rate increased from 40 to 52 percent after the
female Partlcsi Ps. but, with a decline in factory employment, women
onset of the co;npet,e with each other for jobs as domestics or as
ere forced O Despite this total mobilization of all household
street vcnd'OfS' conditions, especially children’s nutrition, declined
1eSOUTCES, th;Ig ser found that almost 80 percent of the barrid’s
dm::ucili);ferez some symptom of malnutrition. Healthcare, now

children

Jy privatized and more expensive, was no longer within reach of
lasgely P

L 1 io Guayas.”
timistic families of Indio Guay , .
cht:mC]%eri};’:;)uﬂ expetience was mirrored in Guadalajara during the
e Ul

liberal aftermath of the debt crisis of 1982. In. a city that had
ﬂCO' ‘eraﬂ been Mexico’s capital of small-scale family-owned facto-
;f:sd’ ;angrkshops, the free fall in wages and the collapse of social
expenditure in the early 1980s was followed, aft.er. the GATT agree,-
ment of 1986, by ruthless foreign competition. Guadalajara’s

tion, compelled women to improvise new liveliho
Jiquor scllers, street vendors, lottery ticket sellers

sion of

i ' : -Income Women, Time, and
32 Caroline Moser, “Adjustment from Below: L()\y Homer
the Tripl:r;ole in Guayaquil, Ecuador,” in Sarah Radcliffe and Sallie Westwood (eds),
Vita" Women and Popular Protest in Latin America, London 1993, pp. 178-85.
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‘formal sectors certainly existed in Vicu: an
anghai and urban colonial Indj, (""ﬂn
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continuum chan an abrupt divide between the increasingly casualiy :1

world of formal employment and the depths of the informal sector, y;
at the end of the day, the majority of the slum-dwelling laboring i)oct
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mistic “Todaro model” embraced by modernization theorists pti-
Alliance for Progress ideologues in the 1960s, according to whicha;d
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e ) . .
: bond, the cmpl'oyces, paid and unpaid, of the informal sector
:\c een almost as invisible in Third World labor-market studies as
shantytown renters i i i
; : - ers in most housing research.”* Despite the stereotype
of t - : i i
o e heroic self-employed, however, most participants In the
informal economy work directly or indirectly for someone else (via the

22 See \v‘ﬂi.am House, “Nairobi's Informal Sector; Dynamic Entreprencurs of
Surplus Labor?,” Economic Development and Cultural Change 32 (January 1984),
PP 298-99; also “Prionties for Urban Labour Market Research in Anglophone

Africa,” The Journal of Developing Areas 27 (October 1992).
23 Alejandro Portes and Kelly Hoffman, *Latin American Class Structures: Their
Compositon and Change during the Neoliberal Era,” Latin American Research Reviev
38:1 (2003), p. 55

24 Oberai, Population CGrowth, Employment and Poverty in Third-World Mega-Cities,
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d poverty does not do
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justice to the inequality with which this form of existence, t0o, IS per-

meated within the sphere of the household.””

Fifth, in contrast to the wishful thinking of bootstrap ideologues,
the informal sector — as observed by Frederic Thomas in Kolkata —
borating new divisions of labor, but by frag-

generates jobs not by ¢la
{ thus subdividing incomes:

menting existing work, and

pp- 49 154, 196.

Down and Out: Labouring Under Global Capitalism,

25 Breman, The Labouring Poor,
26 Jan Breman and Arvind Das,

New Delhi 2000, p. 56.

27 Breman, The Labouring Poor, p. 231.
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as “involuton” in the agricultural economy of colonial Java. Urban

28 Thomas, Calutta Poor, p. 114

29 William Kombe, “Institutionalising the Concept of Environmental Planning
and Management,” in Westendorff and Eade, Development and Cities, p. 69.

30 Sethuraman, “Urban Poverty and the Informal Sector,” p. 8.

31 Bryan Roberts, “From Marginality to Social Exclusion: From Laissez Faire t0

Pervasive Engagement,” Latin American Research Review 39:1 (February 2004), p. 196.
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Sixth, because the
perhaps not surprising tha
«onomy” of urban subsistence,
lonieries, and other quasi-mngicnl

v contend with such desperate conditions, 1t 1S

t the poor turn with fanatic b
including gambling, pymmi
forms of wealth ﬂpprnprintj(
cumple, in their study of the household economy of the Klong Thoey
sumin the port of Bangkok, Hans-Dieter Evers and Rudiger Korff dis-
covered that fully 20 percent of neighborhood income was redistributed
through gambling and share g:\mes.'” Throughout the urban Third
World, morcover, religious devotion revolves around attempts t0 influ-
ence fortune or importune good luck.

Seventh, under such conditions, it is not surprising that initiatives
such as micro-credit and cooperative lending, while helpful to those
informal enterprises managing to wread water, have had little macro
impact on the reduction of poverty, even in Dhaka, the home of the
wotld-famous Grameen Bank.> Indeed, stubborn belief in “leveraging

the micro-enterprise,” writes Jaime Joseph, a veteran community
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34 Serajul Hoque, ) icro-credit and the Reduction of Poverty in Bangladesh,”
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