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Chapter 6:
_Language
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Field Note:
What Should [ Say?

“In sores throvehont Drussels, Delgnim, Ami ran see the caplal riv's
b Wl aroumt Juerally  Frum MiDunskls 1o health
wmmiatapre elfices tu the metto, signs in Brussels sre posticd 1n dupbcate,
with ame an Femish ba varient of Dutch) snd ane in French =

Key Question

What Are Languages, and What
Role Do Languages Play in
Cultures?
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What Are Languages, and What Role
Do Languages Play in Cultures?

« Langusge ia a set of sounds and symbols
that is used for communication

* Languoge is an integral part of culture

Language and Culture

* Language reflects where a cullure has been
and what it values.

» Language makes people in a culture visible
to each other and to the world.

What Are Languages, and What Role
Do Languages Play in Cultures?

Language and Culture

= American, Canadian, Australian, Ruasian,
and New Zealand governments had policies
of fereed azsimilation during the twenticth
century, including not allowing indigetious
peoples to apeak native lnnguages

* Language is so closely tied to culture that
people use language ns a weapon in
cultural cenflict and political strife
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+ In 1993, the Quebec government passed A
law requiring the use of French in
advertising.

What Are Languages, and What Role
Do Languages Play in Cultures?

What Is a Language?

* Mutual intelligibility:

= Two people can understand each other
when speaking.

* Isat unpossible to e

+ Some languages are separate but are
mutually intelligible

+ Decision of whal o atandard langunge will
be hins to do with influence and power

What Are Languages, and What Role
Da Languages Play in Cultures?

Dialects

* Varinnts of a standard language along
regional or ethnic lines

* Differences in vocabulary, syntax,
pronuncintion, cadence, and pace of speech

* Dlalect chalns across space

+ Dialects frequently marked by actual
differences in vocabulary

+ Iaogloas: geographic boundary within which
a particutar linguistic fenture accura
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Linguizt Bert Voux® study of dialects in Americon
English painta 1o the differences In words for
common things such as sofl drinks and sandwiches.
Deacribe a lime when yotl aaid somcthing and a
speaker of another dialect did not understund the
word you used. Where did the persan with whom
you were speaking come fram? Waoa the werd o term
for n common thing? Why do you think dialects have
diffcrent worde for comten things, thinga found
across  dialects, such as  solt drinks and
Aandwiches?

Key Question”™

Why are languages distributed
the way they are?
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Why Are Languages Distributed the
Way They Are?

Definition and Debate

* The clnsaification of languages ia subject to
intense debate

» Some linguists argue that there are not just
a lew but many dozena of language families,
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Why Are Languages Distributed the
Way They Are?

Language Formation

+ Sound shift is a alight change in a word
ncross languages within n aubfamily or
through a longuage family from the present
backward toward its origin

* Ex.: Italian, Spanish and French as members
ol the Romance language subfamily

* Proto-Indo-Europ language: firat major
linguistic hypothesis; from studies of Jakob
Grimm and William Jones
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Why Are Languages Distributed the

Way They Are?

Reconstructing the Vocabulary of Prota-
Indo-European and Its Anclant Ancestor

Backward rscopstruction; 1o Irack sound shifts

andl hardening of s *backward® loward the
original language

* Extinct language, a | without any native
apeakers

Desp teconstructlon: recreating the language that
preceded it

Viadislav lilich-Svityeh and Aharon Dolgepolsky:
Nostratic language

Why Are Languages Distributed the

Way They Are?

Locating the Hearth of
Proto-Indo-Eurepean

+ German linguist August Schleicher: language

where few ). forma from okl one

* Language convergence: collapsing two languages

inta one

* Languoge extinction orcurs when all descendants

perish or ihey choose (o Use another language
itypically occurs over several generatican}.

* Linguiats theorite that the heatth af the Proto.Indn

European language wae somewhere in ike vicinity of
the Black Sea or east-central Europe
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