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They recognized three principal social groups: a mili-
tary ruling elite, a small group of priests, and a large
class of commoners. Most of the commoners tended
herds and cultivated crops, but some also worked as
miners, craftsmen, or producers of metal goods. Even
without large states, Celtic peoples traded copper, tin,
and handicrafts throughout much of Europe.

Indo-European Migrations to the South Yet
another, later wave of migrations established an Indo-
European presence in Iran and India. About 1500 B.C.E.
the Medes and Persians migrated into the Iranian pla-
teau, while peoples sometimes called the Indo-Aryans
began filtering into northern India. Like the Indo-
European Celts in Europe, the Medes, Persians, and
Aryans herded animals, cultivated grains, and divided
themselves into classes of rulers, priests, and common-
ers. Unlike the Celts, though, the Medes, Persians, and
Aryans soon built powerful states (discussed in later
chapters) on the basis of their horse-based military
technologies and later their possession also of iron
weapons.

The Early Complex Societies, 3500 to 500 g.c E

Remains of a deceased person found in the Tarim Basin in western China
person was probably buried about three thousand years ago and was rema

well preserved in the dry desert atmosphere of the region. What do t
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