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Fort Worth Police Have More
Violence to Answer For, Residents
Say

Black residents of the city complained about mistreatment by the police long betore
\tatiana Jefterson's death. “1 never was supposed to be arrested,” said one woman. “1
was the caller.”

I\lll*v]‘..l\ Morns., « led o to ot
her bovinend was diun
threatening to kick i her do

ended up spending tour davs

ONE
o O

By Manny Fernandez, Sarah Mervosh and Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs

i

e Oct 20,2019

e ————— e —

\7@ \tc e N\ wlaw e
AD\ \ SA \/)\GC.\C, O(C\\k\\/) \‘\\'—Veﬁ(rg

FORT WORTH — Before there was Atatiana Jefferson, there was Jackie Craig, a black
woman who called the police to report that her white neighbor had grabbed her son
and found herselt pinned to the ground by the officer who responded.
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was Cragory Adams. ac
s, also black, who knocked on his neighbor's door late one

mght carning a barbec
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; ¢ A white officer pointed a shotgun at Mr. Adams but said he wasn't

meanme te . » k1
¢ Vtoteat. He did, striking Mr. Adams in the arm.
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wd others have all been brought up again in the days since Ms. Jefferson,

vear-old blac
old black woman, was shot and killed in her bedroom this month by a white

v\ , 4 G s ;
vho was standing outside her window. In the largely black and Hispanic
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cighborhood 1 southeast Fort Worth where Ms. Jefferson lived, and in others nearby,

many residents recalled times when they had tried calling the police
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“I'his is not an isolated incident,” said the Rev. Kyev Tatum, who is part of a coalition

asking the Justice Department to investigate “over-aggressive

policing™ in Fort Worth's

“This is historic and it is systemic, and we understand that racism

is at the heart of this.”
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pohice shooting in Ferg
and policing, Fort Worth is f; “*' L Ferguson, Mo., stoked a national debate over race
ar from the only community where residents complain that
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mversation in their city never really went anvwhere
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s " she mistakenly entered the apartment of a black neighbor, Botham Shem
ean. and shot him to death while he was watching television.
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here s a pattern,” said Ms. Craig, 49. “I'hey want to say that it's not racially

motivated,” she said. “Its just obvious to the eve that it is.”

- death drew hundreds to a vigil outside her house in Fort Worth. At City

s reading “Say Her Name.” And on the Democratic ph\i!ll'lll“\

Hall, protesters held sig
debate stage last week in € yhio. Julian Castro brought up Ms. Jefferson's death to discuss

Ms. Jetterson
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«« officials have deseribed Ms. Jefferson's death as inexcusable, and
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(his mcident has er Jded the trust that we have built with our community and we must

now work even harder to ensure that trustis restored,” Ed Kraus, the interim police

hief, said after the incident.

ort Worth has a stol ied history as a Western outpost it lives up to its Cowtown

ame with twice daily cattle drives in the historic district — but today, the nation’s
in some ways two different places, divided along racial and economic
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the latest turmoil began after midnight on Oct. 12, when Ms. Jefferson wa playing

Wdeo games with her 8 vear-old H"I)h\'\y Two officers l"'*imndr-d to a newghbor

that her doors were open. As Ms. Jefferson grabbed a gun from her y

purse, one ot the

othicers tired the tatal shot through a bedroom window without identifying himself. th
pohice said. The officer, Aaron Y. Dean, who quickly resigned, now faces a murdes
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As Ms Craig grew agitated, he added. “1'm just asking.

vou're gomg top

Officer Martin told her that if she did not stop velling at Ho

off, and I'm going to take vou to jail.”

Moments later. the officer pushed aside one of her (\.nl.‘»'\]llm\‘ Jacques Hymond ‘
" p\i”\‘(\ out s Tanerand p(nllll'(‘ it at Ms. Craig as he foreed her t
the pavement. He later handeuffed and arrested Ms. Craig, along w ith Jacque

Craig s other daughter, Brea Hymond, who was 19 at the time

Ms. Craig said she had hoped her arrest would serve as a warning of the need to mo
changes in the Police Department. A task force appointed by the City Coune i
1ssues of race and culture in the police force, but major reforms never happened. 11

othcer was \\l\l‘k'lldtﬂ for 10 davs but remains with the d('p;lllll\"”‘

“I1 believe All cont '

I believe it will continue. because I'm not seeing any consequences behind the action
that these police officers are taking,” Ms. Craig said. “If there’s no punishment behind it
why not keep doing it?”
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 never was supposed to b arrested,” Ms. Morris said in an interview
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Gix Fatal Police Shootings
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officials have apologized for the killing of Ms. Jetferson. City
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1 on changes to improve diversity and ace ountability
s of one officer reflect on the other 1,700.” Chief Kraus, who
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Mav, said during an emotional news conference. “There’s
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tor this incident, and the person responsible will be held

«. Mavor Price said she had heard from some black residents who said
¢ police so much that they would no longer call them for help. She was
I v that sentiment. But she flatly rejected the idea that the city’s white

t engaged with black residents
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len Savduy spoke to the City Council during the tense meeting

Many residents demanded to know not only what the city was going to do for the family
of Ms. Jefferson — who many call “Tay™ — but for everyone else.
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“You mentioned that we need to provide Tay’s nephew with anything he needs,” Jen
Sarduy. a black Fort Worth resident, told the council. “He needs his aunt alive. He needs
to not have witnessed her murder. He needs the city to be equitable and just and safe.”

Manny Fernandez reported from Fort Worth, and Sarah Mervosh and Nicholas Bogel-
Burroughs from New York. llana Panich-Linsman and Marina Trahan Martinez
contributed reporting from Fort Worth. Kitty Bennett and Susan Beachy contributed
research from New York.




