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preserved traditional republican offices and forms of govern-
ment and included members of the Roman elite in his :n\ ern-
ment. At Alhc same time, though, he fundamentally :lllu:'cd the
nature QI that government. He accumulated vast powers for
himself and ultimately took responsibility for all important
gn\m:nmcnlul functions. He reorganized the military system,
creating a new standing army with commanders who owed
allegiance directly to the emperor—a reform that eliminated
problems caused during the late republic by generals with per-
M.mul. armies. He also was careful to pl&lCL‘vil;di\‘itlll&ll.\ loyal to
him in all important positions. Augustus served as cm'pcror
until his death in 14 c.E. During his long reign he stabilized a
land racked by civil war and enabled the institutions of empire
to take root.

Continuing Expansion
and Integration of the Empire

During the two centuries following Augustus’s rule, Roman
armies conquered distant lands and integrated them into a
larger economy and society. During republican times Rome
already held Italy, Greece, Syria, Gaul, and most of the Iberian
peninsula, with small outposts in north Africa and Anatolia.
By Augustus’s reign imperial holdings included much of
southeastern Europe, most of north Africa, including Egypt.
and sizable territories in Anatolia and southwest Asia. At its
high point, during the early second century C.E., the Roman
empire embraced much of Britain as well as a continuous belt
of possessions surrounding the Mediterranean and extending
to rich agricultural regions inland, including Mesopotamia.
After Octavian’s conquest of Egyptin 30 B.C.E., Roman forces
even made forays deep into the kingdom of Kush, and for
more than three centuries they occupied a stretch of the Nile
valley about 110 kilometers (70 miles) south of the river’s first
cataract near Aswan.

Roman expansion had especially dramatic effects in
European lands embraced by the empire. Egypt, Anatolia,
Syria. and Mesopotamia had long been sites of complex city-
based societies, but Gaul, Germany, Britain, and Spain were
sparsely populated lands occupied by cultivators who lived in
\oes. When Roman soldiers, diplomats, governors,
and mcrch':lnl\ began to arrive in large numbers, they stimu-
lated the development of local economies and states. They
ces such as tin, and they encouraged
local inhabitants to cultivate wheat, olives, and grapes. Local
ith Roman representatives and used the
communities 10 control natural
arger scale than ever

small villa

sought access 10 resour

ruling elites allied W
wealth that came 1nto their
and build states on a much 1
before. Cities emerged where administrators and mcrchqnls
conducted their business, and the tempo of European society
noticeably quickened: Paris, Lyons, (t(vl‘4)g|1c, I\’]illl’l/.. l_mn)don.
Toledo, and Segovia all trace their origins to Roman times.
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The Formation of Classical Societies, ca. 500 8.C.t

to ca. 500 C.E

The Pax Romana Within the boundaries of .
pire itself, a long era of peace facilitated econor tical

integration from the first to the middle of the th I
Augustus brought peace not only to Rome, by ¢ ivil
disturbances that had plagued the city for more i tury,
but also to the empire. His reign inaugurated the ¥I as
the pax romana (“Roman peace”) that persisted | o and a
half centuries. In spite of occasional flare-ups. especially among
conquered peoples who resented Roman rule. the pax romana

facilitated trade and communication throughout the region
from Mesopotamia to the Atlantic Ocean.

Roman Roads Like their Persian, Chinese, Indian, and
Hellenistic counterparts, the Romans integrated their empire
by building networks of transportation and communication.
Since ancient times, Roman engineers have enjoyed a reputa-
tion as outstanding road builders. Roman engineers prepared
a deep bed for their roads, edged them with curbs, provided
for drainage, and then topped them off with large, flat paving
stones. Their main roads were 6 to 8 meters (20 to 26 feet)
wide—Ilarge enough to accommodate two-way traffic—and
even roads winding through mountains were 2 to 3 meters
(6 to 10 feet) wide. Builders placed milestones along the roads,
and the imperial postal system maintained stations for couriers.
The roads and postal system permitted urgent travel and mes-
sages to proceed with remarkable speed: Tiberius, successor
of Augustus as Roman emperor, once traveled 290 kilometers
(180 miles) in a single day over Roman roads.

Roads linked all parts of the Roman empire. One nota-
ble highway of more than 2,500 kilometers (1,554 miles)
stretched along the northeast imperial frontier from the
Black Sea to the North Sea, parallel to the Danube and Rhine
Rivers. Another road linked Rome to the city of Gades (mod-
ern Cadiz) in southern Spain. A road of 4,800 kilometers
(2.983 miles) ran parallel to the coast of north Africa, and
numerous spurs reached south, enabling merchants and
soldiers to range deep into the Sahara desert. Romans also
built new roads that facilitated travel and trade in the east-
ern Mediterrancan region. One route linked the port of
Berenice on the Red Sea to Alexandria, and others linked
the towns and ports of the eastern Mediterranean seaboard
to Palmyra, a principal way station of caravan traffic coming
west from central Asia. Scholars estimate the combined
length of the Roman roads was greater than 80,000 kilometers
(50,000 miles).

Sea Lanes Where roads came to the water’s edge, Romant
made use of sea lanes throughout the Mediterranean Sea il“_‘l
the Black Sea. Established sea lanes linked ports from Synd
and Palestine to Spain and north Africa. Indeed, the Mediter
ranean became essentially a Roman lake, which the Romans
themselves called mare nostrum (“our sea”). Thus, by sea a3
well as by land, Romans found ways to maintain communicds
tions with all regions of their empire.




OO T TITSL

~
av.

TEAARNEN

2o
"

B H&RELFL

W OW

W N

- -

- W W

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

BALEARIC
ISLANDS

MAP 11.2
The Roman empire, ca. 117 c.E.
Compare this map of the Roman empire at
its height with Map 11.1 showing territories
controlled by the Roman republic almost
two centuries earlier.

How important was the Romans’ extensive
road network for the maintenance
of their enormous empire?

Roman Law Under conditions of political sta-
bility and the pax romana, jurists constructed an
elaborate system of law. Romans began a tradition
of written law in 449 B.C.E., when they promul-
gated the Twelve Tables as a basic law code for
citizens of the early republic. As armies spread
Roman influence throughout the Mediterranean,
jurists worked to construct a rational body of law
that would apply to all peoples under Roman rule.
During the late republic and especially during the
empire, the jurists articulated standards of justice
and gradually applied them throughout Roman
territory. They established the principle that de-
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Empires and Their Roads

Thinking about TRADITIONS

All the classical empires invested resources in the building of
roads and transportation networks that helped them to inte-
grate their vast territories into manageable societies. Compare

the road system of the Roman empire with those of the Persian,
Han, and Mauryan empires. How did Roman roads complement
Mediterranean sea lanes to link regions of the empire?

o

fendants were innocent until proven guilty, and they ensured
that defendants had a right to challenge their accusers before a
judge in a court of law. They also permitted judges to set aside
laws that were unfair. Like transportation and communication

networks, Roman law helped to integrate the diverse lands
that made up the empire, and the principles of Roman law
continued to shape Mediterranean and European society long
after the empire had disappeared.



