“hapter One
"HE BEGINNING

lack students everywhere, whether organized or not, who
wended predominantly white colleges or universites in
(merica prior to World War I1. It is also the story, though to
lesser extent, of their situation to the present day. These
olleges and universities have sometimes been paradoxical
1 offering opportunity unduly bridled by restraint.

In spite of this condition, blacks have attended certain
wstitutions of higher education principally for Caucasians
ince carly in the nineteenth century. The first graduate is
hid to have been John Russwurm who received a degree
om Bowdoin College in 1828, William Fletcher Penn and
Leorge McMechen were respectively awarded the M.D. and
| 1L.B. degree by Yale University in 1895, and in that same
ear, R. R. Taylor was valedictorian in architecture at the
fassachusetts Institute of Technology. There were others,
ven in the Middle West, but these instances were few, so few
s to preclude the formation of an undergraduate fraternity
bf black students.

The accomplishments of these first black students are all
1e more noteworthy because typically they worked their way
hrough college. Their determination in the face of seem-
gly insurmountable social and economic odds is a source
b inspiration to less than full privileged students at white
hstitutions of learning throughout America. To understand

HE ALPHA KAPPA NU GREEK SOCIETY OF 1903... formed at Indiana
niversity to strengthen the blacks' voice. Seated are James Knight,
oward Thompson, E. B. Keemer, and Fred Williamson. Standing are John
odge, Thomas Reynolds, Mr. Hill, R. A. Roberts, and Gordon Merrill.

The Story of Kappa Alpha Psiis 1o a large extent the story of

this is to understand the birth of college fraternities among
blacks.

Black-sponsored Greek-letter organizations on the
Indiana campus might well have begun in 1903, but IIT('re
were too few registrants Lo assure continuing organization.
In that year a club was formed called Alpha Kappa Nu with
the purpose of strengthening the blacks' voice at the
University and in the city of Bloomington. The reason for
choosing the Greek letter name is not known, butitis known
that the club expired within a short time. There is no record
of any similar organization at Indiana until the chartering of
Kappa Alpha Nu, a forerunner of Kappa Alpha Psi, in 1911.

The Prologue of this Story relates how Byron Kenneth
Armstrong formed the acquaintance of Elder Watson Diggs,
both Indianians, at Howard University in 1910, and jour-
neyed with him to the Indiana campus in the fall of that year.
Their presence along with eight other black men was almost
completely ignored by white students. To make matters
worse, one black might be on campus for weeks without see-
ing another. Under these circumstances, assimilation into
the life of the school was impossible. The administration
maintained an attitude of indifference as blacks were slowly
matriculated and swiftly forgotten. They were denied use of
entertainment and recreational facilities, and only in field
and track were they permitted to display their athletic
prowess. Participation in contact sports was emphatically
denied them. Something had to be done to alleviate this
condition, and something was done. Nine young men gath-
ered at the home of Miss Mollie Spaulding, lodging place of
Byron Armstrong and Marcus Blakemore, to form an organ-
ization. Diggs presided, and Edward Irvin acted as the tem-
porary secretary. The other participants were Paul Caine,
Blakemore, Byron K. Armstrong, Henry T. Asher, Ezra D.
Alexander, Guy L. Grant and John M. Lee. The temporary
organization was given the name Alpha Omega with the pur-
pose of holding the group together until the details of a
Greek letter society could be developed.

The very thought of a fraternity provided common inter-
est. The members of Alpha Omega sought one another’s
company between classes and dropped by one another’s
lodging place to discuss this new approach to an old prob-
lem. The depressing isolation earlier experienced was
relieved as friendships solidified. Most of the men knew
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Being a perfectionist, Diggs wanted the .mual and‘othelrf
instruments to be unique and authenulc, and' himse
assumed responsibility for preparing the ceremoma} forms.
Byron Armstrong was given the job of developing th.e
insignia and emblems. So concerned were they about their
assigned duties that one took a course in Greek heraldry and
the other studied Greek mythology. By the end of the school
year, they had completed sufficient material 10 embc.)dy the
major considerations. The new Fraternity was designated
Kappa Alpha Nu, perhaps as a wribute to the black students
of 1903 who organized the Alpha Kappa Nu club to foster a
better life on the Indiana campus.

It was planned at the outset (hat the new organization
would be incorporated as a national fraternity. An applica-

tion was accordingly filed in the state of Indiana on April 11,

1911. Because of his friendship with Lee John Hunter, a
Bloomington lawyer,

handled the transaction without cost o
the organization. The application was filed over the signa-
wres of Ezra D. Alexander, Byron K. Armstrong, Henry T.
Asher, Marcus P. Blakemore, Paul Caine, Elder Watson
Diggs, George Edmonds, Guy L. Grant, Edward G. Irvin,
John M. Lee and Frederick Mitchell. Mitchell subsequently

withdrew from school and never returned, hence never
became a member.

e they wit-

its members in the manner

Blakemore pawned his watch to help raise the wwenty-five
dollar incorporation fee. The transaction was completed on
May 15, 1911, and so far as is known, Kappa Alpha Nu
‘)ccumc the first undergraduate college fraternity to be
incorporated by blacks as a national body. It is a tribute to
the democratic ideals of the Founders and 1o their faith in
humanity that neither by statute nor implic \tion was any

 anyone
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Pavl. W. Caine. Paul W. Caine entered the University
from Green castle, Indiana. His pleasant disposition soon
won him many friends in the Greek letter houses where he
worked as a cook or housckeeper. These friendships enabled
him to gain information that contributed to the organization
of Kappa Alpha Nu. In later years, Caine operated his own
catering service in Evanston, Illinois. He died in 1922
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GEORGE EDMONDS. Litle was known of the Fraternity's
tenth Founder, George Edmonds, other than he was (rom
Vanderburgh County near Evansville, Indiana, and entered

Indiana University in the fall

of 1910, undl his family and

grave were discovered in Evansville, Indiana in 1978. (See

pages 199-200.)
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Asher, Alexander, Byron Armstrong, Guy Grant, Julius

rgan, Irven Armstrong and John Lee were in school for

> fall term of 19120 Irven was the Alpha Chapter
Wiana the following Blemarch; Morgan, the Keeper of Records and Exchequer.
The new students in 1912 were William W, Gibbs, Troy
Howard Lewis and RMbith, George MeClellon, James McKnight and W. Ellis
‘wart as undergraduates; and A. E. Meyzeek and Sylvester
e what the Fraternin fValle in the graduate school. Stewart was among the later
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Scarce and inadequate housing for black students
was not vet overcome, The desire for some semblance
of a house for the group led four members (o occupy a
single room equipped with one bed. A high order of
scholarship was maintained, however, and the chapter
made creditable strides in extra<curricular activities

Instruments of Kappa Alpha Nu

At the close of school in June 1912, Diggs, Byron
Armstrong and [rven Armstrong worked as waiters at
Ft. Wayne, Indiana and roomed together in order to
pcrl'cci instruments of [raternity. Diggs put the
Constitution into acceptable English and completed

the initiation ceremony, using Homer and the Life of Attica as
the guide. They designed the Coatol-Arms and had one

engraved by a local jeweler.

Byron worked on the motto and emblems. The devotion
to detail and the painstaking care these men put into this
labor of love are noteworthy. The Greek letters that appear
5o prominently in the Fraternity mystics were scrutinized and
debated before being accepted. Byron submitted the motto
for translation into Greek to the professors of Greek at
Indiana and Valparaiso Universities and at Concordia
College. The Concordia version was finally accepted.

The first badges, flat and without distinction, were
made in Bloomington. Discovering that the appearance of
the badge could be enhanced by elevating the scroll above
the surface, Byron had one produced by a Ft. Wayne jeweler.
He also suggested that the Fraternity reward members’ out-
standing achievement with a Laurel Wreath. Both ideas were
accepted by the group. Although one person was assigned a
principal responsibility, each final idea was a product of

group thinking. This was to be true throughout the lifetime
of Kappa Alpha Psi.

Grim Interlude For Diggs

The summer of 1912 was a momentous one for Diggs.
He left Fu. Wayne earlier than the others to marry his child-
hood sweetheart, Clara Bell Smith, a teacher in the public
schools of Rising Sun, Indiana. Taking place in Lexington,
Kentucky, the marriage was kept secret because married
women were not permitted to teach in Indiana.

Soon after Diggs returned to college, his wife was taken
seriously ill. He immediately withdrew and returned to
Rising Sun 1o care for her and assume her teaching respon-
sibilities. Mrs. Diggs died in March of 1913,

To know Diggs was to understand the effect of this blow.
A man of deep feelings, he had given his first love the ult-
mate of his emotions. Desolate, he asked John Lee to come
10 Rising Sun for the funeral. Afterward as they sat alone in

the cemetery, Diggs poured out his heart as he searched his
life for some sin of his that might have accounted for God’s
punishment. In this highly emotional atmosphere, Lee was

were proud of their pl™: At that ime, he pledged to the Fraternity. He was ini-  impressed by the closeness between Diggs and himself

aelled in 1912,
eess. The students weie n 19
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The Second Chapter Is Formed
At linois, black students had formed an organization

called the Mio Club, with Earl B, Dickerson as president.
srably upon the

When approached, the Club looked fa .
prospect of becoming the second chapter of a national fra-
ternity, but money was an obstacle until Diggs gave assurance
of initation without cost,
On February 6, 19138, Byron and Irven Armstrong, Guy
Grant, John Lee, Frank Summers and Elmer Mosee jour-
neved 1o Urbana, Hlinois, where they joined Elder Diggs,
Ellis Stewart and Paul Caine, to establish the Beta of Kappa
Alpha Nu. Introductions were made at the home of the
Brewers, widely known and respected townspeople.
Chartered on February 8, 19138, the chapter consisted of Earl
B. Dickerson, George C. Ellis, Byron K. Kenner, Frank
Lunsford Williams, Elmer A, Brown, William J. Prince, H. L.
Burnam, T H. Harpole and C. L. M. Cooper. Dickerson
became the chapter's first Polemarch; Prince, the first
Keeper of the Records; and Ellis, the first Keeper of the
I’x.('lwqum, A banquet at Wheeler's Cafe followed the instal-
lation ceremony. The visiting members pooled or borrowed
money to pay the return fare to Bloomington,
(:'.‘lllllll'.ll.g the University of llinois as their chief attraction,
the wwin cities of Champaign and Urbana harbored the same
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a chapter home. Pripe, g The new students that year
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“"‘"I'l‘bl\\.l"l Loring from Indianapolis. These men, toge
1 & summers Glodie Gahn, George Johnso
and the three Founders earlier mention
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Young men and women from al| over |,
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May was not a convenient time for that ma
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was restricted to a prom in the Studen, Builg g ¢
of Women and other college officials wep, Ing, ]
I rnity's first social affai S Chapter’s football team successfully perform
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s h{“ | 4 t | AHair on school Prope, uis Indianapolis and Wilberforce Ohio. Athle
] » past, a large or of :
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prospecuve male students came from the sy, ) Blow the varsity level.
Surrgy, e ¢

The decorum was said (0 be superior ih
e a Uy progress ol the organization can best be measur
il y i vements of its members. The Alpha and

nessed at similar campus affairs, Colleg
haps had come to be amused, were so
i » WETE SO Impregg, g
ty of the occasion that they rushed aw; P uhc(“l,w,.,n.-u were moving ahead. Of the Beta m
ates that they, too, migl “ll'll'\'cl - away.to sllmn“., Lerson was at Tuskegee as professor of Englist
The Schottishe, a popular danc || at Hlinois, was again on the University's debau
first ime on Indiana’s cam ) s Perfomg g Dickson was at Harvard on a scholarshiy
s anas cam S, & 4 .
thrilled by nearlyitwo fiund 'l us, .and the Specyy, 111l o nine-room house in the summer of 1913.
e rarty two hrun , ’ X |
o o e dred young people dag i 1 increase its numbers and was doing crec
fect unison. This first opportunity for college ol of Kappa Alpha Nu.
Indiana University to witness black studens of
B al

added respect for the young Fraternity, whicy
compensated for the party’s depletion ordmpler[g:]e Third Grand Chapter And The 1
| Chapter Of Kappa Alpha Nu

pca
The Summer and Fall of 1913 I'he Third Grand Chapter was held at Inc
cember 29th through the 3lst, 1913, This fin

and Irven, rel-ciing had been decreed by the Grand Pole

Invijq

Diggs and the Armstrongs, Byron
("lll..\":(\-(‘:);)l;():;):-?:,; \l|ll)lln(”:,)ll:|)i|(l:|)]l?,‘r:l)ll;rﬂh:)memn (lll\lllflllAlll' lll.\(!cl'gnl(llllllcs and gm(lu:\lcs alil
graduates, the latter as a means of meeti = hluo‘n.dh»..(\' o I-)flrm‘lpuf]{s e!cc-md i et

o ‘ ! ans eeting the tising-lucling a Grand Board of Directors charged with
.npcl.num. True to the ideal of the Fraternity, theysisuccessful operation between Grand Chapter
unpm'\'v the cultural atmosphere among l)l;l‘cks atRggs was retained as Grand Polemarch. Earl B. ]
To this end, Diggs staged debates between lhci.\ made the Grand Vice Polemarch; William J. P
students of Howard University and the Indiaand Keeper of the Records; Byron K. Armst
sentatives of Kappa Alpha Nu. A permanen ¢4nd Strategus; and Elmer A. Brown, the Grand L
club was formed and the profits from therA(CguS. Elected to membership on the Grand
appearances were donated to churches for du'ectors were Diggs, George C. Ellis, Prince, F
use. Until that time, no black boy had everga' " Armsuong, Stewart, Morgan, George Dickso
from the Ft. Wayne High School and only uvog‘“l"‘ l"-_“"-“'d‘ - :

'h(‘('n graduated within the prvccdinglha]fﬂ '-l‘hc p s, lhlrfi e, i o'y “m}),
The debates served to apen iew vies 08 ‘wfll;umpohs on Decc.mbcr 29, 1913, the Ilrsl.dn.\' of
e o sl el ot s e e comprd o D
Henderson, Ward Wilson, a pharmacist; Rev. H. 1

lege was time wasted.

Of the Founders, only Grant. Asher -md‘\hhc“ Powell, a pharmacis; and George M. Ro
were at Indiana in the f;ll of l“;i“‘ B\l"Uﬂ lwlrhcr. Honorary membership, one of the few in
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} grachuated in Jume. After three vears a pre-med au
- 3 Indiana, Lee had gone 10 f"".ll,yddp)n‘ and entered
. Universn of Peanovivania. Julius Morgan had wans

ed w Purdue. The new sudents thy vear inchaded

hisory of Kappa Alpha P, was conferred upon e | N
Perkine, a highlv respected coeen of lndianapolis. De | ewis
was the Chapter's Polemarch

A\ gradvate of Indiana

U niversity, his was the highes grade made 1o that Gme on the
R \lin P Semth. the brother of Diges' lage wife from Rising

In
o Indiana: Everett Colbent from W ashingon, Indiana:

4 (larence Marshall, Robert Skelton, Walter Procor

diana State Board of Medicine examination. This was the

onginal Gamma Chapter, composed entirely of alumni mem-

and  bers. From the availahle mformation, it was the first organized
b M ivard Lorng from Indianapolis. These men,_ wgether with

ank Summers Glodie Gahn, George Johnson, Irven
qrong. and the three Founders earlier mentioned. con-

- ned the membership in 1918,

group of alumni associated with anv socalled blk undet
graduate Greek-letter college fratermity

Although these men possessed some interest in the

Fraternity. they had no close ties and were o far removed

’ 3 from the college scene to insure continuing life o the
L tohon frequently plav § _ »

_‘" Seiton “e,“‘ cotly played chews at the home of a Chapter. The Chapter, therefore, was not active, and alter a
Ty Winensitv professor. More and more, students participat-
e

- ie 1od, i ; was withdrawn. Some of the
m the actmues of black townspeople. The Chapter S ko 8 Dmgemon: 2

i 1 we i members of this group later affiliated with the Indianapolis
ng N asored ueU\-debales and o¥her cultural pursuits at Alumni Chapter, chartered October 15, 1920,
W al churches. Under the captaincy of Frank Summers

ed , e Chapter's football team successfully performed ar St

Another significant accomplishment of the Third Grand

' ¥ . - Chapter was the decision to establish the Kappa Alpha Nu
Pe s, Indianapolis and Wil S A P i :

T o ‘?T{Ei?):;ﬁ?menl T;::;(: tho. Athletic activi- Journal. 1t was to be a quarterly publication designed to Fcrp
. e rm:;h m;“ level ¥ % members on teams members informed about the Fraternity's progress. So far as
(s slow the var :

we know, this was the first periodical of any national black
A Progress of the organization can best be measured by the ~ 0llege fraternity.

hiecvements of

v its members. The Alpha and the Beta
K‘d}, befhzpiers were moving ahead. Of the Beta men, Earl
“lmm,,. ickerson was at Tuskegee as professor of English; Prince,

: L S Diggs Publicizes The Aims of
b1l at [llinois, was again on the University's de ting team;
'ﬂ"“hq yree Dickson was at Harvard on a scholarship. Having Koppq MPhﬂ Nu

SPeCiagl cured a nine-room house in the summer of 1913, Beta was

Early in 1914 the Grand Polemarch publicized Kappa
¢ ingle 10 increase its numbers and was doing credit to the Alpha Nu with an “Open Letter to Negro College Men.”
llege of ghole of Kappa Alpha Nu Following is a reprint of that letter:
ents
hhkhal ||, . 3 For several years past, Negro students at the larger
hapter e Third Grand Chapter And The Third

ocal Chapter Of Kappa Alpha Nu

The Third Grand Chapter was held at Indianapolis
ccember 29th through the 31st, 1913, This first winter
ceting had been decreed by the Grand Polemarch to
commodate undergraduates and graduates alike. About
venty-five participants elected a full roster of officers
ng the rising o (luding a Grand Board of Directors charged with ensuring
‘raity, they sogll successful operation between Grand Chapter sessions.
¢ blacks at FuWRiggs was retained as Grand Polemarch. Farl B. Dickerson
between the sglgas made the Grand Vice Polemarch: William J. Prince, the
'd the Indianagrand Keeper of the Records; Byron K. Armstrong, the
. permanen dlrand Strategus; and Elmer A. Brown, the Grand Lieutenant
fits from the gprategus. Elected 10 membership on the Grand Board of
hurches for chalg'reclors were Diggs, George C. Ellis, Prince, Byron and

i cn Armstrong, Stewart, Morgan, George Dickson and Dr.
pseph H. Ward.

3

| lntn' en
l""\“\(’I\L
initiation of

oy had ever
| and only two .
receding hall

w vistas for yo

d that time spent

The Fraternity's  third chapter was established at

pdianapolis on December 29, 1913, the first day of the Third

rand Chapter meeting. It was composed of Dr. L. Aldredge

~wis, Dr. Joseph ﬂWud.Dx,u.D.Baniu.Amquiﬂiam

Bccil Powell 3 K
acher. Hon

nt. Asher and Ak
[ 1915 Byron

institutions of learning have felt the need for some
kind of organization to protect their interests, and to
afford some systematic means of providing whole-
some recreation and social pleasures. To meet this
need, there was organized at the University of Indiana
during the winter quarter of 1911 the national Greek
letter college Fraternity known and designated as
Kappa Alpha Nu. The Grand Chapter of the organi-
zation was duly incorporated under the laws of the
State of Indiana and empowered to grant charters to
chapters at the various colleges of the country, to
revoke charters so granted for cause, and to enjoy all
rights and privileges which any other national college
fratermity enjoys.

Moreover, the Grand Chapter at once set itself to
the task of devising a constitution, a set of by-laws, a
ritual, a Coat-of-Arms, and all the needed parapher-
nalia adequate to meet the demands of a high grade
modern college brotherhood. This work extending
over a period of well nigh two years is now completed
and the organization has entered upon a vigorous
campaign for the extension of its principles and influ-
ence among the colleges of the land.

The response which has thus far welcomed the
organization at colleges, notably the universities of
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lowa have 1ex cived the Frasermity and what 2 viraliz
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img snfluence ¥ has exered upon all ol
a1 (hone places The organizaon " ;ntmng 2 ‘:A,
o wile
abie ally of INSUIIUBONS oA Veasming n moulding
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awake, cffcien, manly men i
the abowe mentioned unversues comfer Wy
FeprescTialves of the Frawcsmty in regasd 10 zﬂ;ui"
peraining w the swchoot life of s members. In this
and in ENCT (s oAher ways ous metn have mmr.( 0
feel themselves 2D integral past o the instituton
which they auend, bound by considerations of Voryalty
and honor w their college 19 maintin 4 manly
upright bearing in all their dealingy 8t college.
Kappa Alpha Nu fras been able 10 evolve 2 ywem
which, we believe, 18 unique in the history of ‘,ll“‘{"‘f
(raternities, One of the featuses of this sy consists
in stimulating a desire aMong Negro peophe for cob-
lege training and inducing Negro youths 10 ENET and
successfully pursie college COUTes. This, they ofien
(il 10 do. Stimulated tw the campaign which Kappa
Alpha Nu is carrying on., severa) such young men are
now in college who in all probrability would not other-
wise have emered, In this and in numerous other
ways, the organization s, through inspiration,
encouragement and mutual help, rendering large
service 10 the cause of university ANIng among
Negro people.

Every college man ought 10 belong 10 wIme s h
meomemnent as this, It broadens his horizon and bringy
him into vital wuch and fellomship with college men
everywhere. It perpetually preserves pleasant memo-
ries of his college days and forms firm and abiding
friendships that will fise 10 cheer him in after years
when college days are done.,

We desire 10 establish a chapter of Kappa Alpha
Nu 4t every institution that has duly recognized col
l'rgw rank, We, therefore, solicit correspondence and
inquiry from all college men who desire o ally them-
selves with this movement. ;

Done by order of the Grand Chapter
K. W. Diggs, Grand Polemarch
The Kappa Alpha Nu House

The Name Gamma Is Transferred
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