Specific Word Instruction

ing Words Selecting Words to Teach
h

»-Tler System Appropriate vocabulary for instruction, in the last few years
several researchers haye worked out strategies to identify such
<c27:_m¢.. Isabel Beck and her colleagues (2002) have devel-
h-Language Learners oped a systematic three-tier method for selecting vocabulary
to teach, Margarita Calderén and her colleagues (2005) have
modified Beck’s tier system for English-language learners.
Andrew Biemiller (2005a) and his colleagues are developing a
sequenced list of words based on their findings that regardless

of grade level, all students acquire words in roughly the same
order.

hough no tormula or explicit list yet exists for selecting age-

 of Word Acquisition

The Three-Tier System
@:A_ cKeown (1985) have evolved a system, or algorithm,

m.m: selecting the words in a text best suited for direct explana-

tion and focused :;2:39%_: the system, a word is classi-
fied according to its level of utility, or tier (Beck et al. 2002).
_>nnc&m:m to these researchers, a mature literate individual’s

vocabulary basically comprises three tiers of words: Tier-One

words consist of basic words, such as the, and, daddy, and food.

Except for En :,,,r-_m:m:mmﬂ learners-and students who are word

{ impoverished{ these words rarely require instruction in school.

Tier-Two words occur frequently in Tanguage, are central to

GO_dﬁ_dTﬁ:mmOS, m:& are —:,_Qﬁ_.mﬂCCn_ —u< IMOSt mature Mmsmﬂmmn

“users. Tier- Iwo words are the best candidates for explicit instruc-

tion. Tier-Three words are low-frequency “specialized” words
that are often limited to specific fields, domains of knowledge,

or content areas such as social studies or science. Tier Threes

“should be taught only as they mh@l

This concept of word tiers is not an exact science but a helpful
guideline for choosing words for instructional attention. The
boundaries between the tiers are not always clear cut. Thinking
in terms of tiers is just a starting point—a way to frame the task
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Fluency, and Comprehension - Quiz‘
amed Alatawi: Attempt 1

Question 8 (2 points) %
Explain how to pick words to teach through direct instruction.
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