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Bt Of any major country, China has displayed the fastest growth of its protected
- area netwodrk, Wblch consists almost entirely of two designations, nature i Q
e peols feserves and scenic areas. The first of these was established in 1956, and by { O
2005 the network consisied of more than 2000 entities covering 11.3 per cent =¥
eaver (ed; of the country’s land (Earthtrends 2006). Ninety-seven per cent of these have ) o s
b ted since 1985 (Wildli jtion Society 20 i
Lawton pro- een created since 1985 (Wildlife Conservation Society 2004), and China now \/
PR ranks fourth, behind Brazil, USA and Russia, in terms of land area protected
i The ques (§ee table 3.2). Of these protected areas, 145 are at least 100 000 hectares in
size. From a supply~side perspective, China therefore appears to have an excel- T

lent basis for developing its ecotourism potentiol. From o demand-side perspee- - L(Cf‘(
tive, both inbound and ~domastic Tourism have expanded af an equally s
impressive rate. From just 303 foreign visitors in 1948, China now hosts in = —C1A/- &
excess of 30 million visitors per year, and the number of domestic tourists has =
grown from olmost nothing in the late 1960s to 878 million in 2002 (Weaver & N+ "\w‘( \
Lowton 2006). i
Both the supply and demand parts of the equation, however, reveal deep- | Prrk | I
seated problems that hinder the growth of a legitimate and viable ecotourism
industry. The nature reserves, for example, account for mare than 90 per cent
of all protected land, but are all designated as category V under the IUCN
classification system, which means That they accommodols a high-fevel of
human Tnteraction with the natural environment (see table 3.3). Scenic areas all
fall under even less restrictive category VI criteria. It has been estimated that
more than 10 million people actually lived Tr-Ehifa’s protected area system in
the eorly 2000s {IUCN 2006). As of 2005, China had no land falling under ;
categories |, Il or lll {Earthtrends 2006). Additional problems arise from patterns o
_of distribufion and size. The western half of the country possesses @ el vely lgi‘{uf
) {41
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small number of very Targe nature reserves in remote areas with low biodiver-

sity whereas the more ecologically sensitive eastern half of the country contains ;

a very large number of small protected areas. Because they are small and frog- pau T-"L:t
mented and because of their low order designation, they lack the crifical mass / ‘
fo adequately profect the habifars Triey aré infended to represent. The eastern
profected areas are also embedded in one of the world's mast densely popu-
lated rural landscapes, so that they are exceptionally vulnerable along their
borders to environmentally harmful ond unovoid—&mi influences, 'such
as predation from dogs and cafs, pesticide drift and competition from

}waj mﬁf!b {continued)

CHAPTER 3: Ecotourism environments
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John Gray’s Sea Canoe
Lessons from Thailand in success
and failure

Founded in 1989 by John Gray, an American environmentalist and kayak
enthusiast, Sea Canoe is one of the oldest continuously operating ecotourism
businesses in South-East Asia and a good illustration of the positive and nega-
tive impact of o complex operational environment. Sea Canoe’s long fenure and
financial success are atiributable to a combination of factors, including the
charisma, persistence and dedication of the founder, the establishment of good
relationships and parinerships with local residents, proximity to unique natural
resources and_innovative technology that allowed the resource base to be
exploited as an ecotourism aftraction, The feature in qu\e\sﬁo‘n—is_ﬁ"re—huﬂg,’ér
island fagoons in southern Thailand’s Phangnga Bay, which are surrounded by
limestone cliffs 100 metres high and are accessible only during high tide
through cave-like tunnels. Not only are the hongs visually spectacular but also
their isolation and inaccessibility has led to the development of unique ecosys-
tems virtually unaffected by human activity. The innovation in question is a
special inflatable kayak with a narrow, low profile designed to safely navigate
these tunnels so that visitors can enter the lagoons (Buckley 2003al.

Aside from the focus on a unique ecological attraction, the ecotourism cre-
dentials of Sea Caroederive-from~a_ policy—of—censistently limiting _visitor
numbers (64 per day for all sites and no more than 16 passengers per access
vessel in the late 1990s) and exposure to the lagoons (for both environmentol
and safety reasons) and requiring visitors fo discard no wastes or litter.
Smoking and drinking were also forbidden. Interviews suggest that customers
as well as employees became more environmentally aware os o result of the
interpretation offered by Sea Cance. In addition, the company, which was
founded with local partners, has hired 45 to 40 full-time guides and other
residents from local villages, who are paid wages thot are up fo 7.8 times
higher than the national per capita average and are supplemented by an
orray of hedlth and training benefits that are not normally available to
workers in Thailand. Notably, most employees hove been hired from in the
region’s traditionally morginalised Malay-Muslim minority, thereby contri-
buting fo Their economic and psychological empowerment (Kontogeorgopolous
2005). Local residents have been encouraged fo purchase shares in the com-
pany, and 90 per cent of the company’s revenues have allegedly remained in

Thailond (Shepherd 2003).
{continued)

CHAPTER 5: Economic and sociocultural impact
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