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CHRISTIANITY

SUMMARY

With around one third of the world’s population as adherents, Christianity
is easily its largest religion. This fact, though, belies Christianity’s humble
origins, as what was essentially a small Jewish sect. For his early followers,
Jesus was a Jewish teacher commanding strong loyalty, who provided
direction through his preaching and a code for life, but was also more than
a mere prophet. Christianity’s divorce from Judaism was the result of its
acceptance of Jesus himself as the Messiah of Jewish teaching, as the Son of
God, and as a sacrifice made by God to redeem his followers from sin. Jesus’
message not only supersedes that of the Old Testament in Christianity,
but his life also furnishes it with its distinct rituals and festivals: baptism,
communion, and, above all, Easter, are all taken from the Gospels, rather
than from Jewish tradition.

While the earliest history of Christianity is one of anti-establishment
insurgency, a threat to both Jewish and Roman authority, much of its
subsequent history is closely bound up with European high politics.
Christianity rapidly advanced into Asia and North Africa, and after 324 was
officially recognized in the Roman Empire, a development that eventually
saw much of the church’s life centred on Rome itself. This ancient church
subsequently broke up during three schisms that resulted from conflicts
over doctrine and authority.

If Christianity today is the world’s largest religion, it is also its most diverse.
This is in part due to the division of the ancient church, producing distinct
Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant branches, but also due to more recent
developments, such as the adaptation of churches in the global South to
the needs and cultures of their local communities. In the West, too, older
churches have been shaped by their different reactions to social and
scientific developments, as well as by the emergence of new trends, such
as the Pentecostal and Charismatic movements. The strength of Christianity
increasingly lies outside the West, however, and in much of the world it faces
competition from other faiths, especially Islam.
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Christianity rapudly spread beyond its ongnal geographical region of Roman-
occupied Palestine into the entute Mediterranean arca. Something of this process
of expansion is described in the Acts of the Apostles, in the New Testament.
For example, it is clear that a Christian presence was already established in
Rome itself within fifteen years of the resurrection of Christ, The unperial
tracde routes made possible the rapid trafhc of deas, as mudh as merchandise.

THE EARLY CHURCH

Three centres of the Christian church rapidly emerged in the castern Mediterranean
tegion. The church became a significant presence w its own original heartlands, with
Jerusalem emerging as a leading centre of thought and activity. Asia Minor, modern-day
Turkey, was already an unportant area of Christian expansion, as can be seen from the
destinations of some of Paul's lecters, and the references ro the ‘seven churches of Asia’ in
the book of Revelation. T his process of expansion w this region continued, with dhe greas
imperial city of Constantinople, modern-day Istanbul, becoming a particularly influcneial
centre of mission and political consolidation.

Yer further growth took place 1o the south, with the imporeant Egyptian city of
Alexandria emerging as a stronghold of Christian faith, Wich this expansion, new
debares opened up. While the New Testament deals with the issue of the 1chlion_-.hip
of Christanity and Judaism, the expansion of Christianity into Greek-speaking regioss
led to the exploration of che way in which Chustanity related to Greek philosophs
Many Christian writers sought to demonstrate, for example, that Christianity broughs s
fulfilment the great themes of the philosophy of Plato.

Yer this expansion was far from unproblematic, The ‘unperial cult’, which regasded
worship of the Roman emperor as determinative of loyalty ro the empire, was prominess
m the castern Mediterrancan. Many Christians found themselves penalized for thee
insistence on worshipping only Christ. The expansion of Christanity regularly triggesed
off persecutions. These were often local — for example, the Decian persecution of 248
51, which was particularly vicions in Notth Africa. Christianity was not given offica
recognition as a 'lrgitimatc religion” by the Roman state until 313, when Constansee



a recent convert, was joint emperor. From that point onwards, Christianity became not
merely a recognized faith, but w time the official religion of the Roman state.

This period of Christian history was marked by a series of controversies over the
identity of Jesus Christ and the Christian doctrine of God. A series of councils was
convened 1o resolve these differences, and 1o ensure the unity of the Christian church
thronghour the empire. The most important of these was the Council of Chalcedon
(451), which set our the definitive Christian interpretation of the identity of Jesus Christ
as ‘true God and toue man'.

vith
day
the

’ -
d

- ~_"b-
257,

Black Sea

rear

neral

v ol
new
ship
"_10[\5
phy.
ht to

rded

nent

|| Few pecple Christian
FYIPTUS Provinee of Reman Empre ] 26
e Baawdary of Roman Empire

thew
rered
2449
ficial

nine,

Spread of Christianity about 300 CE



230

CHRISTIANITY TIMELINE

SR ST e
i S S Sl A O I A

o

< 30 Death of Jesus
. 49 Coundlin Jerusalom debsles the stanys o Jows and Geriles
:.66 Dwath ot the apostie Paul
b © 301 Armenian King Tirkdates |l baptaed
.3.12 Coratantine’s reported vision of the cross

325 First Councd of Nicaea
*

354-430 Augustine of Mippe, pre-eminent theologian
-451 Courxi of Chakedon
.m Roman Empiee falls in the West
.529 Benedicl establishes frst monastery
% 638 Muskms conguer Jerusalem
¥ 542 Orthodox ikonodlastic controversy ends
.0.62 Cyril and Methodius’ mission to Moravia

-

1055 Pope Urban |l cals for crusade
*

1059 Crusaders take Jerusalem

*

LL8T End of Latin Kingdem of Jerusalem
*

€.1225 4 Thomas Aquinas, author of Summa Theckgios @
1517 Martin Luther posts s 95 Theses o
1534 King Henry Wil bocomes head of Church of England «
1535 Cahan's Mstidules published o
1563 Coundl of Trent encs »

1735 John Weshey's conversion experioncn, Landan ¢
1781 Immane! Karts Critique of Pum Rrason ¢
1830 Book of Mormon e
1559 Charles Darwin, On the Ongin of Specie o
1870 Frst Vatican Council ends » x
1910 The Fundamentals published in LSAs
1948 First assembly of the Woekd Council of
1965 Second Vatican Council
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The fall of the Roman Empire — waditionally dated 1o 476 — led to widespread
mnsecurity within the Western church. In the East, the church continued 1o flourish, as
the Eastern Empire, based ar Constantinople, was largely unaffecred by the artacks from
norchern European invaders which eventually ended Roman power in the West. The
removal of Rome as a stabilizing influence, however, gave a new role to the church in the
Wiest, and particularly ro its monastenies. The founding of the first Benedictine monastery
at Monte Cassino around 525 is seen as a landmark in this process. The increasingly
important role of the pope as a politcal force also began to emerge during this period,

The major disruptions within the Roman Empire in the fifth century led 10 a
growing rift between the Western and Eastern churches. Increasing tension over political
as much as theological issues led to the “Grear Schism' of 1054, By this stage, the
influence of the Eastern Church had extended as far north as Mascow. While the story
of Christianity in Eastern Europe at this time s important, most attention focuses on
developments in the Western church.

THE MIDDLE AGES AND e
RENAISSANCE Lord, make me an instrument of

your peace.
Christianity underwent 3 major renaissance
Western Europe during the period 1000-1500. This ereifere Is WADBICIEt NSow love.
era « often referred to as the ‘Middle Ages’ — saw the Where there is injury. pardon.
renewal of church life at every level. It was a period Where there is doubt, faith.

of consolidation of rthe political and social influence

of the dhurch, with the personal authority of the Where there is despair, hope.
pope ta intervene in political disputes of the region  pp s o i dorkmess, light.
reaching unprecedented levels. The form of theology

known as ‘scholasticism” began to develop around chis Where there is sadness, joy.
tme, with thirteenth-century writers such as Thomas O Divine Master,

Aguinas and Duns Scotus achieving new levels of
theological sophistication.

grant that | may not so much seek

Yer scholasticisin was not univensally acclaimed. o be consoled, as lo console;

The European Renaissance, which began to become to be understood, as to understand;
a major cultural force in Western Europe during

. : to be loved, as fo love.
the fourteenth century, emphasized che importance
of returning to the roots of Christendom through For it is in giving that we receive.
the slmp]c. l_ang;ugc aInd imagery of. the Ngw it Is tn pardoning that we are
Testament. The humanist movement, linked with X
_the Renaissance, believed it was essential to study
the Bible in its original languages, rather than in and it is in dying that we are bom
unreliable Lacn wtranslations, such as the Vulgate, to Eternal Ufe. .
thus creating irresistible pressure for new Bible Altributed to Francis of Assist (1181-1226)

rranslations, Yet it became clear that some medieval
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theological ideas were ultumately based on translation mistakes in the Vulgate. Some
form of review of teachings was seen o be necessary, in the light of the new biblical
scholarship.

The rise of Islam in the seventh century had a significant impact on Christianity i
Notth Africa and Palestine. However, its influence seemed poised to reach new levels in
1453, when Islamic armies finally managed to take Constanunople, the city widely seen as
the gate to Europe. By the early sixteenth century, Islam had become a significant presence
in the Balkans, and was possed to enter Austria. Martin Luther (1483-1546) believed 1t
was only a matter of time before Europe became an Islamic sphere of influence. In the
event, a series of decisive military defeats limited this influence to the Balkans. By this
stage, however, Western Europe was convulsed by new controversies, as the movement we
know as the Reformation gained momentum,

REFORMATIONS

The sixteenth century gave nise to a major upheaval within Western Christianity, usually
referred to as the Reformation. This movement had its origins in the Renaissance, especially
its demand for a return to the onginal sources of Christanity in the New Testament.
Alarmed at what they perceived to be a growing dispanity between apostolic and medieval
visions of Christianity, individuals such as Martin Luther and Huldrych Zwingli (1484
1531) pressed for reform. For Zwingli, it was the morals and mstitutions of the church
that required reform. Luther, however, judged that a deeper level of reform was required.
The teachings of the church had been either distorted or inflated during the Middle Ages.
and needed to be brought back into line with Scripture. For Luther, dhe whole question of
how we enter into a tight relationship with Guod — technically referred to as the ‘docenne of
justification’ — needed radical revision in the light of the biblical witness.

Although the need for reform was widely conceded within the church, such reformmng
agendas proved intensely controversial. In the end, both Luther and Zwingli found themselves
creating reforming communities outside the mainline church, wstead of reforming thae
church from within, as they had hoped. By the tme of John Calvin (1509-64)
his reformation of the city of Geneva, Protestantism had emerged as a distiner type
Christianity in its own right, posing a very significant threat to the Catholic Churdh,

In the late 1540s, the Catholic Church itself began a major process of reformation
renewal, referred to as the Carholic Reformation — previously as the Counter-Relt
The religions orders were reformed, and many of the beliefs and practices which re
such as Luther found objectionable were eliminated. Nevertheless, significant diff
remained berween Protestantism and Cacholicism. In many ways, the Reformaton
defined the contours of modern Christianity, and many remain live to this day.
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THE MODERN PERIOD

A period of polirical uncertanty developed during the eighteenth century, with major
implications for the future of Christianity in the West. Growing hostility towards the
church in France was one of the contributing causes to the French Revolution of 1789,
which saw Christianity publicly displaced from French society. Although the French
Revolution did not achieve the permanent removal of Chsistianity from the nation,
it created an atmosphere of instability. Revolutionary movements throughout Europe
sought to repeat the successes of their French counterparts, creating serious difficulties
for the Catholic Church in many parts of Europe, especially Italy.

Christianity also faced new challenges in the West. During the 1840s, the German
philosopher Ludwig Feuerbach (1804-72) angued that the idea of God was simply a
projection of the human mind, Karl Marx (1818-83) declared that God was invented
by people to console themselves in the face of social and economic hardship: all that was
necessary for the elimination of religious beliel” was the radical alteration of the social
condirions which brought it into being in the first place. Sigmund Freud (1856-1939)
argued that religion was simply an illusion, a “wish-fulfilment’. By about 1920, many had
concluded that Christianity was intellectually untenable.

By then, other difficulties had asisen. Perhaps the most important of these was the
Russtan Revolution of 1917, which led to the establishment of the world’s first explicitly
atheist state, The Soviet Union actively sought to eliminate religion from public and
private life, especially during the 1930s, The Allied defeat of Nazi Germany in Wodd
War I led to large areas of Eastern Europe coming under Soviet influence, and the state
adoption of explicitly anti-religious policies. With the fall of the Berlin wall in 1988
a new openness towards religion developed throughout the former Soviet sphere of
lluence, with Christianity — especially i its Orthodox forms — and Islam experiencs
a major renaissance. Yet by this stage the epicentre of Chuistianity had moved away
this region altogether.

WORLDWIDE EXPANSION

The sixteenth century saw the beginnings of a process which would have a _
impact on the shaping of Christianity. During the Middle Ages, Christianity %
primarily a European religion, Although it was present in parts of India and the
Fast, its numerical stength was heavily concentrated in Europe. The discovery of
Americas opened up new mission fields, and led to a new interest i spreading
gospel abroad. The Society of Jesus, the “Jesuits’, founded by Ignatius Loyola i
twok the lead within the Catholic Church, and sent missionaries to the Americas.
China, and Japan.

Protestant misstonary activity was later in developing, There was a surge of
activity from Britain during the closing years of the eighteenth century. The
Missionary Society, founded in 1792 and initially known as “I'he Particulas
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church in France was one of the contributing causes to the French Revolution of [789,
which saw Christianity publicly displaced from French society. Although the French
Revolution did not achieve the permanent removal of Christianity from the nation,
it created an atmosphere of instability. Revolutionary movements throughout Europe
sought to repeat the successes of their French counterparts, creating serious difficulties
for the Catholic Church in many parts of Europe, especially Ttaly.

Christianity also faced new challenges in the West. During the 1840s, the German
philosopher Ludwig Feuerbach (1804-72) argued that the idea of God was simply a
projection of the human mind. Kad Marx (1818-83) declared that God was invented
by people to console themselves in the face of social and economic hardship: all that was
necessary for the elimination of religious belief was the radical alteration of the sodal
conditions which brought it into being in the firse place. Sigmund Freud (1856-1939)
argued chat religion was simply an illusion, a ‘wish-fulfilment’. By about 1920, many had
conchaded that Christianity was inrellectually untenable.

By then, other difficulties had arisen. Perhaps the most important of these was the
Russian Revolution of 1917, which led to the establishment of the world's first explicitly
atheist state. The Soviee Union actively sought to eliminate religion from public and
private life, especially during the 1930s. The Allied defear of Nazi Germany in World
War 11 led to large arcas of Eastern Europe coming under Soviet influence, and the state
adoption of explicitly anti-religious policies. With the fall of the Berdin wall in 1989,
a new openness towards religion developed throughour the former Soviet sphere of
influence, with Christianity — especially in its Orthodox forms — and Islam expetiencing
a major renaissance. Yet by this stage the epicentre of Christianity had moved away from
this region altogether. '

WORLDWIDE EXPANSION

The sixtcenth century saw the beginnings of a process which would have a decisive
impact on the shaping of Christianity. During the Middle Ages, Christianity
primarily a Curopean religion. Although it was present in parts of India and the Mi
East, its numerical strength was heavily concentrated in Curope. The discovery of
Americas opened up new mussion fields, and led to a new inrerest in spreading
gospel abroad. The Society of Jesus, the ‘Jesuits’, founded by Ignatius Loyola in 1
took the lead within the Catholic Church, and sent missionaries to the Americas,
China, and Japan.

Protestant missionary activity was later in developing. There was a surge of mi
activity from Britain during the closing years of the eighteenth century. The
Missionary Society, founded in 1792 and initially known as *I'be Particular
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Christianity is founded on the worship of Jesus Cheist — ‘Jesus the messial’ — as
Son of God, the unique self-revelation of God to the human race. At the same
time, it remembers Jesus as a real historical figure, a man of insignificant social
standing, during his life unknown outside the obscure corner of the Roman
Empite where he lived and died.

Almost all we know about Jesus comes from the four accounts of his life,
the Gospels of Marthew, Mark. [uke, and John, in the New Testament. This
account is based on those Gospels. Although scholars disagree at some points
about the historical value of the Gospel records, the following general picture
is widely agreed.

MESSIAH

Born just before the death of Herod the Grear, King of Judea, around 4 bee, Jesus lived
for a little more than thirty years, scarcely travelling outside Palestine throughout hus life.
At this time, the Jews were a subject people, who lived either under local princes appointed
by the Roman Emperor, or under the direct rule of Rome itself. They had long hoped for
‘the day of the Lord’, when God would act to save his people. Thete were several differemt
hopes of a ‘messiab’, a saviour, whom God would send, and these hopes ran high at the
tume of Jesus.

Jesus was born at Bethlehem, in Judea, but was brought up in Galilee, and most of his
public activity was in that region. Luke’s account of the baby. cradled m a manger in a
stable, visited by shepherds, has become one of the best-known stories in the world, But
the Gospels record it was far from ordinary. Angels proclauned him the promised saviour,
and it was maintained he was not conceived by human intercourse, but by the power of
God. This bringing together of carchly poverty and obscurity with a nusaculous birth is
typical of the Gospels” portrait of Jesus, as truly human bar also uniquely the Son of Gudl.

Virtually nothing is known of Jesus' life from his infancy untd about the age of
thirty. The event thar launched Jesus’ public ministry was the mission of his relative, John
‘the Baptist’, i Judea. John called the Jews ro return w God, and baptized those who
responded in the River Jordan. He artracted a large following, and Jesus jomed him, was



baptized, and himself began preaching. When John was put in prison, Jesus moved back
to Galilee, and continued to preach in public.

HEALING AND PREACHING

The Gospels summarize Jesus’ activity as preaching, teaching, and healing, He and his
closest followers deliberately adopred a wandering and dependent style of life.

As a preacher, Jesus drew large crowds, who followed him constantly. He raught with a
vivid simplicity, and with an authority thar conteasted sharply with other Jewish religious
teachers.

From the beginning of his public activity, Jesus was well known as a healer. The Gospels
record his curing many different types of illness and deformuty, usually by a simple word
and a touch, sometimes by a word alone. He is also recorded as an exorcist, drwving oue
demons by a word of command, Tr was apparently as much for his healing power as for his
teaching thar Jesus was sought out by the Galilean crowds.

Mast of [esus’ recorded miracles are healings, but there wete also a number of incidents
whete he displayed a supernatural control over narure. The Gospels present hun as one
whaose personal authority extended beyond his words to a control over nature, which
inevitably made a deep imptession on those around him.

Like many other Jewish teachers, Jesus quickly gathered a group of committed followers,
known as hus ‘disciples’. An inner group of twelve were his constant companions. Much
time was spent in teaching his disciples privately, preparing them ro contimue his mission.
Jesus told them he would soon be killed. and expected them to be the focus of the new
conununity created by his work.

OPPOSITION

Jesus quickly aroused the opposition of the Jewish leaders. His attitude was in many
ways unconventional, and he posed a threat to the Jewish religious establishment, [He
refused to recognize the barriees that divided people in society. His habit of mixing with
ostracized classes earned him the name friend of tax-collectors and sinnees’. Women held
an unconventionally high place in his following, and not all of them were ‘respectable’.

Jesus did not share the general Jewish disdain for Samaritans — a despised minority
of mixed blood. Although he seldom travelled outside Jewish territory, Jesus welcomed
the faith of a non-Jewish soldier and 2 Syrian woman. As for economic barriers, Jesus
deliberately gave up a secure livelihood, and made no secret of his contempt for affluence.

On religious questions he was equally radical. Jesus clashed with the religions
auchorities because of his liberal attitude to the observance of the Sabbath, the day of
rest, and his declaration thar rivwal purification mattered less than purity of heart. His
bold reinterpretation of the Jewish law moved away from an external observance of rules
to a deeper, more demanding, ethic.

JESUS
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Nor did he please the Sadducees, the
priestly rulees. Jesus tanghe that the Jewish
nation was ripe for Gods judgment,
and even predicted the destruction of
the Temple, upon which rtheir national
religion was centred. In a symbolic gestuse,
he ‘purified’ che Temple, by wviolendy
expelling the traders whose presence the
priests enconraged. His popular following
threatened to upset the delicate balance of
the Sadducees’ cooperation with Rome.

Jesus made it clear his idea of salvarion
was not a political one, so gradually his
popular  following dwindled, as rhose
who wanted a military messiah became
disillusioned. Even one of his twelve closest
disciples betrayed him i the end, and none
of them understood his true purpose ull
after his deatch.

DEATH AND
RESURRECTION

I'be opposition to Jesus came to its dimax
ar the annual Passover festival in Jerusalem.
Jesus rode into the city in a deliberarely
messianic gesture on a peaceable donkey,
and was enthusiastically welcomed by the
crowds.

Eventually Jesus was arrested by the
Jewish leaders, with the belp of Judas — his
disillusioned disciple ~ and eried under
Jewssh law on a chatge of blasphemy,
because he claimed 1o be the messiah and
Son of God. A death sentence was passed,
but a Roman comviction was required
to make it effective. This was secured by
a charge of sedition, pressed upon the

* they will receive what God has promised!

« Happy are those who are merciful to others;
- God will be merciful to them!

- You because you are my followers.

- Ived before you were persecuted.

e
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who know they are

the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them!

God will comfort them!
Happy are those who are humble;

Happy are thase whose greatest desire is to do
what God requires;

God will satisfy them fully!

Happy are the pure In heart;

they will see God!

Happy are those who work for peace;
God will call them his children!

Happy are those who are persecuted because they
do what God requires;

the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them!

Happy are you when people insult you and
persecute you and tell all kinds of evil lies against

Be happy and giad, for a great reward is hept
for you i heaven. This is how the prophets who

From Jesus” Sermon on the Mount,
Marthew 5:3-12, Good News Bibve, 197

Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, by the religious leaders. :

Jesus was executed by crucifixion, the barbaric method reserved by Rome for slaves and
rebels, and buried in a nearby tomb, The cross has become che symbol of Christianity: in
Jesus” death, with all its cruelty and injustice, is the focus of salvation,
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The New Testament is witness to the vision that the
church should be one - and to the reality that it is
not. The history of Christianity since then is, for the
mast part, a history of fragmentation. Only in the
twentieth century were serious attempts made to seek >
reconcliation between churches separated by conturies
of misunderstanding and mistrust. The various beanches
of the Christian church owe their existence to three
historic crises. The first was the splintering of Eastern
Catholic Christendom in the fifth century. The second
was the so-called 'Great Schism' between East and
West, usually dated at 1054, that resulted in the division
between “Catholic' and ‘Orthodox’ Christianity. The third
was the Reformation in the sixteenth century, which,
together with its seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
aftermath, left as its legacy Protestantism in its various
forms. This articke deals only with the principal branches
- of the church as they have emerged in the history of
Christianity.

The Eastern Churches
These include the Orthodox Churches, together with
those that share with them in a spiritual and cultural ethos
that derives from the Byzantine Emgire. The church in
the East suffered its most serious divisions following the
Councils of Ephesus [431) and Chalceden (451), callod

- to determine the arthodox Christian teaching on the
relationship between the deity and the humanity of Christ,
The Nestoran Church, centred historically on Persia, and
the Monophysite Churches, such as those of Syria, Egyp,
and Ethiopia, date from this period,

The final separation of the Eastern Churches from

Western Christendom lay in their conflict with Reme

- owver the papal claim to supreme authority, and in their
rejection of the Fllioque dause, added by the Western

- church to the original text of the Nicene Creed, in

- which the Holy Spirit is said to proceed 'from the Son'
as well as the Father. The Orthedaox Churches extend
across Eastern Europe, the Slav nations, and eastern
Mediterranean. The patriarchates of Constantinople,
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Alexandria, Antloch, and Jerusalem are given special
honour, but authority belongs to the whale church,
whosa rich liturgical life and icon-based spirituality is
seen as the living embodiment of divine love on earth.
It is estimated that there are over 322 million Orthodox
Christians today,

The Roman Catholic Church

Numbering around 1,200 million members, the
Roman Catholic Church i the largest single Christian
grouping. Roeman Catholics, or simply 'Cathaolics’, trace
their lineal descent from the Western Catholic Chureh
of the Middle Ages, They acknowledge the primacy

Ave Maria
Ave Maria, gratia plena,
Dominus tecum.
Benedicta tu in mulieribus,
et benedictus fructus ventris i, lesus.
Sancta Maria, Mater Del,
Qra pro nobis peccatoribus,
nung, ¢t in hora mortis nostrae,
Hail Mary
Hail Mary, full of grace,
the Lord s with thee,
Blessed art thou amongst wonien
and Wessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners,
now, and in the hour of our death.
One of the most popular Roman Catholic prayers.

Of unknawn origin, it was Incorporased
into the liturgy in the | 5th centurg
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and authority of the Supremse
Pontiff. the bishop of Rome,
who is traditionalty regarded as
Christ's representative, oF ‘Vicar',
on earth, and the successor of
St Pater. When speaking with
full authority — ex cathedra -
and defining matters of faith or
morals, the pope’s utlerances
are regarded as infallible and
pinding on Catholics.

The Second Vatican Council
11962-65) resulted in far-
reaching reforms, ncluding
greater amphasis o0 the role of
bishops acting as an episcopal
college, more open relationships
with non-Cathelic churches, arxd
the simplifying of the liturgy
Along with the Orthodox Churches, Roman Catholicism
RCOQNIZes Seven sacraments: baptism, confirmation,
marriage, ordination, penance the sacrament of
raconciliation, extreme unction = anninting of the sick,
and, at the centre of the cacramental system, the Mass.
Especialyin developing countries, Roman Catholics
e ofton prominent in supperting the struggles of
the oppressed, and in the pursuit of justice and peace
genecally. In the early twenty-first century the church was
shaken by revelations of sewsal abuses committed by a
number of priests

Churches of the Protestant Reformation

The Anglican Church

The Anglican communion i 3 worldwide family

of autonomous churches in communon with the
Archbishep of Canterbury, who has prosidential status
amongst the heads of other Anglican Churches. Largely
anglophone, its membars rumber arouncd 85 million.
The parent Church of England has its roots both in

the Celtic Chrstianity of the earliest Britons, and in the

: E,.‘ & (S
[he Cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris, Franoe, buil at the pesk
of medwval Curupean Chiistendom.

Reman form of the faith brought to England by
Augustine of Canterbury {r. 597-604).
The Anglican Charch claims to be both Catholic

arvd Reformed, and has adhered to the Catholic
shreefold ministry of Dishops, pr jests, and deacons,

bt with a conservatively reformed liturgy. The Book
of Commaon Prayer of Archbishop Thomas Cranmer
[1489-1556) retained many of the texts of the medieval
church, while recasting them in a clearly Protestant
direction. Nowadays, Anglicarssm is an inclusive church
pmbbracing members of at least three persuasions:
Anglo-Catholic, Liberal, and Evangelical, and for this
reason is often seen as a ‘bridge’ church between

Protestantism, Roman Catholicism, and Orthodoxy.

The Lutheran Churches

These represent the chief Protestant presence in
Germany and Scandinavia, as well as being a significant
wordwide Christian denominaton, which speaks
throwgh the Lutheran World Federation. Following the
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Martin Luther (1483 -1546), the
doctrine of justification by faith
75 its central tenet, embodied in
the Augsburg Confession (1530)
Some Lutheran Churches have
retained the Catholic threefeld
ministry, while others are more
presbyterian or congregational
in govemnment. Like Anglicansm,
Lutheranism adopted a
conservative attitude to liturgy,
although the preaching of the
sermon has stlways been central,
and music has ahways played

an important pant. Lutherans
worldwide number around

75 million.

The Reformed Churches
Pretestantism in France,
Switzerland, the Low Countrics,
and Scotland at the time of

the Reformation shared many

of the central tenets of Lutheranism, but following
the principles of John Calvin [1509-64), applied
them in a more tharoughgoing way, The authority
of the Bible is paramount, and the preaching of the

I

Hefiorotalmdiﬁomlhmdmipkmhncn«h
It shares many characteristic taaturas with ather
Protestant chueches, with & prominent pulipit and
simple altar

Fax (1624-91), It rejects all iturgical forms - including
sacraments - ecclesiastical structures, and definitions of
faith. Members meet for silent worship to attend to the
‘inner light. Quakers have 3 strong commitment to radicsl

The Baptist Churches are a
worldwide family of independent
congregations that reject the
haptism of infants, claiming baptism
Is a sign of an adult profession of
faith. Worship tends not to follow
set iturgical forms. The Southern
Baptists of the USA are a partic ilarty
Influential conservative evangelical
Qrouping. There are around 100
million Baptists across the workd.

The Methodist Churches onginate
in the Evangelical Revival of the
eighteanth century, and in the
preaching of John Wesley (1703.90
Historically indebted to Arglicanism,
which Wesloy never renounced,
congregational hymn-singing is
one of its distinctive contributions
to the church at large. Social action
is emphasized. Their worldwide
number is arcund 75 million.

The Saciety of Friends, or
Quakers, was founded by George

Word is contral to its Bturgy. There are two prinopal
forms of church organization: presbyterian - local
churches grouped together under the government
of a regional synod of ordained presbyters and lay
elders - and congregational - local churches as
ndependent congregations, responsible for their

imvolvernent in justice and peace ssues. They number
400,000 in all,

The Salvation Army was founded by William Booth
(1829-1912) as 3 mission to the poor of London. Now
2 worldwide movement, it gives equal place to the
preaching of the gospel and to soclal action amongst

own life and order, Refermed churches have arcund
75 million members worldwide

the necdy. Worship is informal and Bible-contred: the
facraments are not observed. Organization is along the
lines of the arrmed forcos, There are around 1.1 million
Sahvationists,

The Pentecostal Churches, numbering around 130
million, amongst them the Assemblies of God, date
from the early twenticth century, Charismatic renowal is

The Free Churches

These all derive from the varicus churches of the
Raformation as a result of movements in subsequent
centuries.
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particularly strong in Latin America and Africa. The
gifts of the Spirit, ecstatic experience, healing, and
speaking in tongues, are central to church life and

worship.,

The Chartsmatic movement
This has profoundty influenced churches in most
denominations, induding the Roman Catholic
Church

The African Independant, or Initiated, Churches
are vigorous and fast growing comenunities of
black Christians for whom the black expenence
w crudial to their self-understanding. In various
deqgrees, they are influenced by liberation
theology, as & peopie who have known
oppression, charismatic renawal, and the
indigenous religion of thewr ancestors. They -
number around 40 milhon

House Churches, or Now Churches, are a
growing phenomenon within the conservative
evangelical movement, ‘Restorationists’ reject
the Institutional church with its ordained ministry,
returning to what is seen as a New lestament
pattern of worship in members’ homes. Worship is

informal, and often charismatic in style.

The Ecumenical Movement

The Ecumenical Movement, from the Greek
olkoumene, meaning ‘the inhabited world', Is

the product of the twenticth century. it was
increasingly realized that Christian witness in

the world is severely compromised by the deep
historic divisions between the churches. While
organic unity, or even inter-communion, between
the churches remains a long way off, the churches
now recognize the validity of one another’s
baptism. The mutual recognition of ministrios,
especially by Reman Catholics of non-Catholic
ministries, remains problermnatic. ANl the mainline
denominations are publicly committed to the task

of reconciliation between Christians,

JESUS

Statue of the
Protestant
reformer Martin
Luthe (1433
1546|, Dresden,
Cwrmany.

The World Council of Churches was constituted
in 1948 as a fellowship of churches united in their
loyalty to Jesus Cheist as God and Saviour” The
Council exists to enable the churches 1o debate

matters of common concern, and where possible,
to speak and act as one. It has beon particularly
vigorous ~ sometimes controversially so - in
development work, in education, and in taking
up the cause of oppressed mincrities. Assemblies
of the Counch meet evary seven years. Councils
of churches exist in many places, enabling local
congregations to worship, work, and study
alongside one another. More formal ecumenical
agresments enable sharing of buildings and
ministries to take place on a regular basis.

Michael Sadgrove



e Two days later, Jesus’ disciples found the tomb empty. The
: meaning of this was brought home to rhem by a series of
encounters with Jesus hunself, alive and real. He explained o

tever be hungry: them again rhe meaning of his life and death, and the mission

‘tam the light of the that he had entrusted to theny. Then L lefr chem, and they began

world, Whoever follows to preach 1o the world that Jesus — triumphant even over death

me will have the light of = was Lord and Saviour. The resurrection of Jesus formed the

life and will never walk focus of the earliest Christian preaching; it was the risen lord
in dM' whom they wonshippcd.

- “Lam the gate for the

m;m WHO WAS JESUS?

‘Tam the good shepherd, Jesus was hailed as a propher, a man sent by God. In his preaching,

who is willing to die for teaching, and healing he matched up to that role, But Chyistians
 the sheep: believe, and his own life and teaching suggest, he was much more

s than thar.

- a’":'”:n "f:mm’: Jesus called for faith in, and loyalty wo, himself, and presented
_ believes in me will live, hunself as the final arbiter of peoples desting. He not only
8 even though he dies: proclaimed forgiveness and salvation: by his own life, suffering,

and whoever lives and and death he achieved it. He is the messenger — bat he is also
belteves i me will the heart of the message. Fle calls people to God, but he is also
o dte’ himself the way to God.

g During Jesus’ carchly life, his disciples only dimly understood
Tam the way, the truth this. But after his resurrection, they quickly came to speak of him
- and the life: mo one goes as more than just a man, and to worship hun as they worshipped

to the Father except his Father. During his carthly teaching, Jesus had prepared the way
by me: for this, by speaking of himself as the Sogn of Ged in a unique
“t am the vine, and sense, and of God as his Father in an exclusive relationship quite
you are the branches. different from che sense in which his

% Whoever remains n me, disciples could use the term.

' and 1 tn him, will bear The worship of Jesus the man as the an vic.

- much frutt: for you can Son of God did not have its origin in some John 10:30, Good News Bit

~ do nothing without me. fanciful piety, long after his death, but in

the impression he made on his disciples

Jesus” grea seatements about during the three years of his nunistry, His resurrection deepened

B i ﬁu;:::‘?m that impression and confirmed it. Without in the least doubring
= ~ his real humanity, they believed they had been walking with God.

RICHARD FRANCE
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Sacred Writings

The word ‘Bible’ comes from the Greek Biblia, meaning simply “the Books'. The
plural is significant: the Bible is a collection of books written over a period of
maore than 1000 years, in widely differing culoural and historical situations, and
in a rich vartety of styles and language. This collection has come to be regarded
by Chaistians as a single unit, The Bible', as its books have been recognized as
standing apart from other books.

THE OLD TESTAMENT

[here ate two unequal parts to the Rible. The firse, and by far the larger. called by Christzans
‘the Old Testament', is simply the Febrew and Aramaic scriptures of Judaism, which
present the history and religious choughe of the people of God up to the time when Jesus
came. Christians have always regarded themselves as the legitimate heirs to the religion of
ancient Iseael, and so accepe the books of the Hebrew Bible as fully ‘canonical’, or part of
scriprure. Without them, the specifically Christian scrptures could hardly be understood.

A number of later Jewish works in Greek are also included in Roman Carholic
editions of the Old Testament, sometunes distinguished as ‘deurero-canonical’, of lesser
importance than the Hebrew scriprures. Protestant Bibles do not include these works in
the Old Testament; but they are sometimes printed after the Old Testament, as a separate
section. known as ‘the Apocrypha’. Protestant Christians do nort accepe them as Seripture.

THE NEW TESTAMENT

[he specifically Chnistian books of the Bible, known as ‘the New Testament', comprise
twenty-seven writings by Cheistians of the fitst century CF, mostly quite shore, While
most of the writers were of Jewish origin. the hooks are in Greek, which was the comumon
language of the Roman Empire. :

They consist fiestly of four ‘Gospels', setting out from different points of view the
life and reaching of Jesus, rogether with the ‘Acts of the Apostles', which isa continuation
of the Gospel of Luke telling the story of the first thirty years of Christianity. Thete are
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then thirteen letters by Paul, the great missionary leader. to churches and individuals; eight
other letters by catly Christian leaders; and the "Revelation of Joh', a visionary work cast
in the mould of Jewish apocalypric literature.

The New Testament writings, although produced within a relatively shore period
compared with the many centuries of the writing of the Old Testament, are mixed in style
and content; even the literary quality of the Greek varies widely.
The different interests and personalities of the writers are clear on
even a superficial reading.

THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE correcting and training
in righteousness, so that

Christians have regarded these varied writings of both the Old and  the man of God may be
New Testaments as a unity, often called the “Word of God'. They thoroughly equipped for
have spoken of the Bible as ‘inspired’, meaning not merely that it is every good work.
grear literature, or that it brings spiritual enlightenment, bue that it~ 2 Timothy 316,

comes from God. Bur the classic Christian belief is that what they 0 new international Versie
wrorte in thew own language, and in their own historical setting, was
directed by God, so that the result was no less his word than theirs.
So, while the biblical books must be interpreted with proper attention to their
background and literary form, what they declare is, Christians believe, God’s word to
his people. This is why the Bible, for all its variery, is weated by Christians as a unity,
progressively revealing not only God's acts, bue his mind and will.

THE AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE

In theory, therefore, all Christians accepe the Bible as authoritative,
both in guiding their actions and in forming their beliefs.
In practice, Christians have differed on this. The Protestant
Reformarion aimed 1o restore the Bible to a place of authority
above the pronouncements of the leaders of the church and the
traditions that had grown up. Within Protestant Christianity, the
Enlightenment of the eighteenth century led to a new confidence
i human reason as the ultimare guide to truth, and the Bible began
to be treared only as a record of human religious development, not
as a divine revelation.

Today, while evangelical Christianity accepts the Bible as its supreme authority, more
liberal Protestantism questions its unportance. In Roman Catholicism, since the Second
Varican Council, there has been a resurgence of mterest in the Bible.

RICHARD FRANCE
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Beliefs

The Christian faith is directly descended from the religion of the Jews, Ar the

time of Jesus this had the following characteristics, as taught in the sacred book

of the Jews, the Old Testament:

*  Belief in the existence of one God (monotheism ), the Creator and Lord of
the universe, who s SOVELEIgn over all

* Belief in the fact that human beings are made in the image of God, but
have rebelled against their Creator, and stand in danger of judgment.

.

Belief that God, who is the righteous judge, is also gracious and merciful.

He has provided a way for people 1o be set free [rom judgment, by the
pensrent offering of sacrifices.

*  Belief that God revealed himself to the nation of Israel and called them o be
his people.

*  Belief that God would some day establish his rule in a sinful world, setting bis
pruplc free (rom their enemies, and appomnung lus chosen agent, the messtah,
to rule over them for ever.

e The practice ol a moral life, under the guidanu' of the Law e
given m the Old Testament; the mamtenance of a religious - i 2 s ;
ritual based on the Temple and mvolving the offering of - feaching: and this is
sacrifice. what [ believe. | believe

that my welfare in

the world will only be
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF JESUS posstble when all men

Julfil Christ’s teaching.

These beliefs were decisively affected by the coming of esus,
his followers” confident reports of his resurrection from the
dead, and their recerving of the gift of the Spirit of God ar
Pentecost. There remained a basic similarity with the Jewssh religion, but there were
some fundamental changes.

The most important of these changes was due to the Christian understanding of
Jesus. From a very early date, the Christians began to realize that the Jewish hope of God’s
chosen agent coming to set up hss rule had been fulfilled in Jesus. He was the messiah
whom the Jews awaited. It is the rejection of this identification by Jews that constitutes

Leo Tolstay, Wikat | Believe {1 884)
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the decisive difference between chem and Chiistians. For Christians, the coming of Jesus
means thar God’s furure plan, announced in the OId Testament, has already begun to
happen. Ged’s rule is being established in a new way.

But the way in which it has happened is different from whar the Jews had come to
expect. They thoughe that God’s rule would be achieved by the military overthrow of
their encnes, and would lead to their own establishment as the dominant nation. Bur
Jesus did not speak out against the external enemies of the Jews; rather, he proclammed dhe
need of everybody for a change of heart. The rule of God advances by the conversion of
individuals o a new way of life, and the way of violent revolution is firmly rejected.

THE DEATH OF JESUS

God's action in Jesus was also seen as including sacrifice. The death of Jesus was understood
as a means of cancelling sin, provided by God himself, and displaying his kowe for sismers.
Sinfulness muse inevitably brung separation from God, or death, Bu Jesus died this death
hunself. A vatiety of pictures — drawn from the slave market, the law court, the Temple, and
personal relationships — are used to express the fndamental belief that the death of Jesus 1s
the means of reconciling God and human beings, and freeing them from the fear of judgment.

The elfect of this understanding was to bri ng 1o an end the system of anunal sacrifices,
which were understood as picrures pointing forward to the spiritual sacrifice of Jesus, and
now made obsolete by the offering of the perfoct sacrifice. Christian worship was no
longer a matter of offerings in a temple; rather it was the expression of gratitude to God
for his provision of a sacrifice.

At the same time, the coming of Jesus was seen as bringing to an end the ritual [aw
of the Jews which regulared the Temple worship and a host of other martess. The ethical
principles which lay behind the Law, seen especially in the Ten Commandments, were not
abolished, but the detailed ritual and other observances were o longer needed.

In practice, the Jews had come to regazd the observance of the Law in minute decail
as the means of gaining and mamtaining a good relationship with God and obtaining
his favour. It was Paul who insisted that God's favour could not be gained by keeping dhe
Law: all have sinned and come short of God's glory. So the proper relationship of human
bemngs with God can only be that of faich, the grateful and obedient trust which comes 1o
God on the basis of what he has done, in contrast to the approach of works, which insises
thar the individual must do something to merit God's favour.

Though Christian worship abandoned the Temple, it was deeply influenced by the
synagogue, the Jewish meeting-house in which the teaching of the Law was central. But
the rejection of the Law as the means of salvation led to a shift in the understanding
of the Old Tescament. Intetest turned more to its prophetic character, as a book which
looked forward to the coming of Jesus, and it was mcreasingly studied for whar it taughe
about him. At the same tume, other writi ngs were increasingly placed alongside it as equally
inspired and authoritative scripeures. The writings of the infant church, the letters written
by its leaders, and the accounts of the actions and preaching of Jesus in the Gospels, were
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seen as a corpus of scriptures alongside the Old Testament. The whole collection became
the Bible of the Christian church.

The recognition that observance of the Jewish Law was no longer binding on
Chuistians, together with the simple fact that almost from the beginning non-Jews — the
Gentiles — were attracted by the message, led quickly o the development of a community
composed of both Jews and non-Jews, Despite mitial uncertainties, it was recognized that
non-Jews did not need to adopt the practices of the Jewish Law, especially circumcision
and the observance of Jewish holy days, in order to become Christians. Christianity, which
might have remained a Jewish sect. was thus posed to become a world faith, open to
everyone on the basis of belief in Jesus.

The characteristic rites of the new faith, which roughly parallel the Jewish rite of
circumcision and the lestival of the Passover — which celebrated the deliverance of the
people of Istael from slavery in Egypt — were baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Baptism
was a ritual washing with water which signified cleansing from sin, the reception of God's
Spirit, the dedication of the baprized persons to God, and their entry into the new people
of God. The Lord’s Supper, or Eucharist — ‘thanksgiving’ — was a token meal of bread
and wine: elements used by Jesus at his Last Supper before his death to point to his self-
sacrifice and the shedding of his blood to open up a new covenant or agreement between

God and his people.

A L et T

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS  Allthings are possible
 to hion theat believes,

Alongside the death of Jesus, belief in his resurrection was the more 1o him that hopes,

crucial thing for the development of Christianity. Christians saw aven more to him that

it as God's vindication of Jesus, after he had been rejected by the loves, and more still

Jewish leaders and put to death. It was the confirmation of his to him that practises

claims to be God's agent, and above all it demonstrated that he and perseveres in these

was triumphant over the power of sin and death. The resurrection three virtucs.
was seen as the decisive stage in the ascent of Jesus to share the Srotheer Eawrence, The Practice
throne of God in heaven - to use the picture-language of the New  of the Presence of Gad (1691)

Testament. This belief had several important consequences.

* Tirst, it confirmed the Christian beliel that God would act
again in history through the return of Jesus ar the end of the world. The exaleation
of Jesus meant that he was the agent appointed by God to carry our final judgment
and to bring in God's eternal reign in peace and justice.

e Second, it led to the conviction that Jesus was o be seen as divine. Already in his
liferime, he had displayed a unique consciousness that he was God's Son, and that God
was his Father. After the resurrection, Christians recognized mcreasingly thar all the
funcrions of God were exercised through Jesus, and that he shared in the rule of God.
He was to be regarded as the Son of God, who had ‘come down' into the world i
human form and then ‘ascended’ 1o be with God. The consequences of this beliel were
shattering: Jews and others who helieved that there was one God could nor accepe the
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Christian clain. Christians, for their
part, had to revise their ideas about
God, and recognize cha, though God
15 une, .il\‘)ngsidc' the Father there was
also the Son: they were each divine in
nature, yet 1 such a way that the Son
could be regarded as dependent on the
Father, The earth lj.' Jesus was the Son of
God made flesh — ‘incarnate’ — become
a human being.

®  Third, now that Jesus has been exalted
to heaven, he remawns active and living,
in the same way as the Father is the

Iving Guod. Sharing the status of che The ancient Christian manastery of Mar Saba is located in the
Judean Hillks, swar Beshichem, krasl

Father, Jesus is now the Lord, so that
the relation of the Christian to him is
not simply one of belief and trust, but also of obedience and commitment, To be a
Christian is to make the confession Jesus Chaist is Lord’, a confession that he is both
the Lord whom the believer abeys, and also the one o whom the whole universe will
one day bow the knee.

Such faith and obedience is part of a sparitual relarionship between Christians and Jesus.,
Christians can be said to be united wich lesus, 3 whole variety of metaphors from the language
of personal relationships bewng wsed to express the reality of this link. The new life which
they begin when they believe in Jesus is the reproduction of the life of Jesus in them. They
dic to their old way of life, and rise agan to a new God-centred and divinely inspared life, in

the same way as Jesus died and rose again by the power of God. T'he Christian communIty is
a vast organism, or body, through which the spimitual life of Christ flows.

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE BIRTH OF THE CHURCH

After the resurrection came the third decisive event that deternuned the chasacter of
Cheistianiry. The Jews already believed in the commenication of God's power and guidance
to particular individuals - especially the prophets — by the activity of the divine Spirit. The
birthday of che church is reckoned from e day of Pentecast, when all the believers in Jeses
became conscious of the gift of the Spirit given to each one personally. So universal is the
gift, that a Christian can be defined as a person who has received the gift of the Spint. The
mitial experience can be spoken of as a second, spiritual birth, bringing the new life of Jesus
w the believer. The Spirit works in the Christian community by giving different abilities to
different individuals, to enable them o lead and help the church as a whole. He also acts in
the life of each Christian, to foster the qualities of love and freedom from sin which were
scen in Jesus hanself.
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Thus the Spint can be seen as the personal agent of God in the lives of individuals and
the Christian community, This meant a further development in the undesstanding of Gud.
The Spirit was recognized as being divine in the same way as the Father and the Son, so that
the Christian concepe of God had o recognize a fundamental ‘three-ness’ or “[rinity” in the
nature of God as one being who exists in three persons. Thus the understanding of God as
Trinity, which in this form is peculiar w Christianity and sharply differentiates it from other
religions in the same Judaic rradition — Judaism and Islam — sums up the distincrive and vital
elements in Christian faich.

Chuistian beliel takes the holiness and judgment of a righteous God seriously. This is
seen in the character of the Christian message, which includes the warning that all people
are sinners who have rebelled against God and therelore face judgment. It is only against this
background that the Christian message makes sense as ‘'gospel’, guod news that the same
God is merciful and longs for the salvation of all, and has provided the way of forgiveness
and life in Jesus. Thus the gospel presents everyone with the alternatives of judgment or life.

VARIETY AND DIFFICULTY

The Christian message has naturally been subject to fresh thinking and reformulation
down the ages, as theologians have tried to express the biblical teaching in ways that are
philosophically acceptable and logically coherent. It is not surprising that there have been
differences in understanding wn different times and places, and that some expressions of
Christianity have veered away from the biblical witness.

The doctrines of the Trinity and the incarnation have caused particular difficulty.
Since the nature of Gaod, who is infinite, lies beyond the scope of our finite understanding,
attemprs ro explain hus nature can lead o misunderstandings and one-sided statements.
This has led to a variety of attemprs to simplify the doctrine of God, by restricting full
diviniry ro the Father, or by regarding the three persons simply as three different aspects of
one God. Some theologians have found it hard 1o believe that Jesus is the erernal Son of
God, and sometimes he has been regarded as a separate, subordinate being. The tendency
in modern times has been to deny that God could truly be united with a human being in
one person, and Lo say that Jesus was a good man who possessed the divine Spirit to an
unusual degree, or that true humanity is the same thing as divinity. Another tendency has
been to regard the Spirit as less than a full person.

The Christian understanding of the work of Jesus has also been the cause of difficulry.
Some Christians have denied thar any sort of action is necessary to enable God to forgive
sins, and have scen in the death of Jesus nothing more than a demonstration of supreme
love. Others have carried the idea of sacnifice over into Christian worship, and scen the
Lord’s Supper as some kind of repetition of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.

At times there have been tendencies to legalism: the need ro do good works in order
to menit salvation has been taught. The church has on occasions claimed an authority
almost equal to that of God, and developed a hierarchy, or set of graded authorities,
surrounded by pomp and prestige. At other times, the doctrine of God as judge has been
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watered down, and replaced by a belief
that God will ultimately save everyone, no
martter how they have behaved i dhus Life.

Over against such  views, mainline
Christianity affirms that Christian teaching
must be based on the Bible, and any
developments in understanding musc be
consistent with its supremely authoritative
position as the written form of Gods
revelation of himself and his will for his
people. It therefore insists that people
must. recognize cthat the nature of God 1s
a complex unity in which there aze three
persons, Father, Son, and Spirit, and thar
the Son became a human being in the
person of Jesus. In the life and death of
Jesus“is seen the activity of the one God
entering into the sinful plight of the world
and bearing its painful consequences, so
thar believers mught be delivered from its
guilt and 1ts power, and share in the life of
God himself,

Within this basic framework of helief,
as summed up in the historic creeds and
confessions of the chutch, there is room
for confession of people’s inability to
understand God fully, and there can be
variety of understanding over matters thar
are of lesser significance, as the existence
of the various denominations of the
church shows. Ar all times Christians need
to go back o the Bible and to test their
belicfs and their practice by its reaching.
Jesus himself — the Christ of the Bible
and of experience — is believed to be far
greater than any human formulation of
dogma or teaching about him.

L HOWARD MARSHALL

A SHORT INTRODUCTION TO WORLD RELIGIONS

"'-:"Wtbaimmmcod the Father, the Almig
maker of heaven and cartls, ofallthahs,scmand

 throwuglt him all things were made,

‘who has spoken through the prophets,

aposltolic Church,

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son
of God, etemally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from truc God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;

For us and for our salvation hic came down from
heaven, was incarnate from the 1loly Spirit and
the Virgin Mary, and was macde man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate:
he suffered death and was buricd.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated af the right
hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,

the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped
and glorified,

We believe in one holy catholic and

We acknowiedge one baptism for the forgiveness

of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.




Worship and Festivals

All institurions live by their rituals, and religious institutions are no exception.
The New Testament is, from one standpoint, the history of the religious life
including the “cultic’, or worshipping, life — of the people of God: its pages
record the beginnings of Christian worship.

It is recorded in the book of Acts that the infant chusch began a rhythm of
church life which, m outline, is what would be called ‘worship’ today — indeed,
a modern pattern for a communion service might well have the same elements.
I'be believers gathered for the apostles’ teaching, for prayer, fellowship, and ‘the
breaking of bread'.

EUCHARIST

The Lords Supper. Communion, or Eucharist was the distinctive event of Christian
worship. Jesus himself commanded it, and there is reason to think that the church observed
it as a weekly — sometimes a daily — event from the outset. Originally, the commemoration
of |esus, especially his death and resurrection, which the ‘sacramental’ bread and wine
signified, was held within the context of a larger meal, called an agage, or love-lfeast. Bur
for various reasons, this context fell away in the first hundred and hifty years after the
resurrection, and a ritual meal of solely bread and wine remained.

BAPTISM

The New Testament also describes what has been called the Christian initiation rite,
bapusm. |'his was certaunly a means for the new convert ro enter the life of the church:
but in sharp distinction ro contemporary mystery religions, it was open and simple.
Baprism was a public ‘washing’, identifying the believer and his houschold with the
death and rising again of Jesus. :
Tixday, churches which are Baptist i conviction hold that chis should only take place
on confession of personal fauth, at an age appropriate for the confession to be credible as
the candidare’s own. Others baprize not only adults and others able to confess the faith
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personally, but also young children and newborn infants in believing households. The
mtention is that such infants and children should be brought up as Christians, but they
are usually expected to make a personal profession of faich ar ‘confirmarion’, or a similar
1ike, 4l & mature age.

There is other evidence in the New Testament of caty church practice. Psalms and
hymns were sung, To express corporate solidasity with missionaries, elders, or deacons
serving the chuech, there was ‘laying on of hands’ at their commissioning, The sick were
anointed and prayer made for their recovery, Money was collected for other, poarer
churches, The ‘ministry” of the church was divided amongst those who had the ‘gifts of
God's Spirit’ for both practical and spiritval leadership.

There seems to have been no such concepe as having a service”, The ‘business’ part
of church life, such as organizing for the care of widaws or the relief of famine, was all
bound up with the ‘worship’ part, of praying, singing, and teaching.

LITURGY AND LEADERSHIP

In the post-apostolic years, patterns gradually seteled down, and a clear structuse of
leadership emerged, i which the bishop would normally preside over the worship of
the local church. Bishops wrote dows for themselves the great thanksgiving prayer which
they uttered over the bread and wine of communion, and these ‘eucharistic prayers’
began to be used regularly, and over wide areas, as others copied them.

As congregations grew, they sometimes overflowed from the homes in which they
originally met. Groups started — oceasionally cven in times of persecution — to put
up special buildings for worship. They produced an ever more detailed pattern of the
church’s year — not only keeping the ‘week” of creation, though making che first day
of the week holy in place of the seventh, but also keeping annual commemorations:
first of all the Passover — when Jesus had died and risen — then — when the Spirit had
come — and finally Christmas — celebrating Christ’s birth — and the “‘death day” of the
VATIOUS martyrs.

The Peace of Constantine, or Peace of the Church (313 cx), gave a new tolerance
to Christians 1o worship freely, and also boosted church budding. The assimilation
of church and state that followed not only encouraged the use of pagan festivals for
Christian commemorations — as happened with Christmas — but also stareed to shape
church organization on the lines of the official civic structures, Whole communities
wete baptized, and the Western concept of “Christendom’ was born. Larer, the narural
conservatism of the followers of any institution which observes gituals ensured that
Latin remained in use racher than the language of everyday speech, that fourth-century
garments remained in use by those who led the worship — even though fashions changed
for other uses —and that church building atrracted the energies of architects and builders
whilst other civic buildings were neglecred.

In many ways the Eastern Orthodox Churches have remained closer than any other to
the spurit of the fourth and fifth centurics. Generations of a munority position have buile
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Festivals of Christianity

1hen e

= 6 E‘.mr,

b
g
3
5
g

Q
T %
B o ek orem porca S
B ek fove ot

up a great regard for rradition and its conseevation. The East has never had a Reformation
or any equivalent of the Roman Catholic Second Varican Council.

In the Middle Ages in the Western church, the role of the dergy became much more
dominant. Celibacy added to the mystique of the dergy, who alone took an active part in
worship. The concepe of their special - indeed miraculous — power to transform the bread
and wine into the body and blood of Christ gave them the functions of a priesthood.
The part of ondinary believers was to attend Mass and 1o adore the presence of Chust.
The people could not undestand the Latn used for the Bible readings and prayers, nor
did they receive communion, except at Easter, and then — from the late thirteenth century
onwards — only the bread.

WORSHIP AND FESTIVALS
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REFORM

The sixteenth-century Reformation, which took a stand against these perceived abuscs,
involved the return ro God's Word written i the Bible, and a swing in ritnal away from
drama. colour, and movement to a word centredness, cmph.a-;wmg mtelligibility and an
understanding of doctrine. T'he reformers themselves often strove o bring the celebration
of communion mto the centre of church life, but the long-standing habits of thes
congregations defeared them. Weekly worship in most Protestant churches focused on the
sermon, and m cthe Lutheran churches there was a growth of hymn-singing to accompany
services of the Word and of prayers. The Churdh of England adopted a sober Prayer Book
routine, 1 which the daily round of Bible readings. psalms, and prayers took on more
unportance than preaching.

The Reformation also gave birth to distinctive traditions, The Anabaptists, for example,
included those who moe only rejected mnfant baptism, but also gave voice to their emotions
in worship, expressing personal piety in prayer in gatherings ‘led by the Spirit’, And in the
seventeenth century the Quakers, ot iginally quite literally, ‘quaked” before God in worship

A big change started w affect English-speaking Protestantism in the cighteenth
century, The Evangelical Revival, which gave birth to Methodism, was characterized by
enthusiastic hymn-singing. The hymns wete objective in their tich doctrinal content, but
also expressed emotions towards God. In this revival, old metrical psalters were swept
aside, and the hymns of Isaac Wares and John and Chades Wesley started to take their
place. Also, the Lord's Supper was more frequently celebrared

Hymns apart, Protestantism has tended 1o be like Roman Catholicism, in thar its worship
is usually dominated by the minister or leader, and in ies solemuury: for the congregation,
religion 1s noe 011]:.' passive, bur
also serious. But in the second The wlabarate intenor of St Paud's Anglican Cathedral, Landon, Fngland.
hall” of the rwencieth century,
a “licurgical movement’ among
both Catholics and Protestants
began to strive for just those
ends which seem so often
to have been missed — active
participarion by the whole
congregation,  understandable
services, and a genuine building
up of the I;‘”ﬂ“‘d\lp of the !.m-.ij.'
of Christ

In the Church of Rome, this
led in [962—-65 to the Second
Vaucan Council’s teforms of the
liturgy, including the adnussion
of local languages into worship,
atrer [600 vears of Latn. The
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spill over from this movernent into Protestantism, along with other shifts of conviction, led
1o a new emphass on the corporateness of the sacrament, and on lay participation. Many
denominations gained a new sense that wotship might be more than a sermon with some
formal preluminaries.

As 2 direct result of this new openness in the Church of Rome there were many
doctrinal conversations designed to clear away misunderstandings. In the area of worship,
the Anglican/Roman Catholic International Commission led in 1971 to an agreed
ctatement on the Euchatist, or holy communion. The greac mululateral convergence
about worship has been precipitated through the World Council of Churches’ Faith and
Order repor, Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry (1982), to which churches all over the world
responded in the decade following.

PENTECOSTALISM

There have always been more tadical movements. The twenticth century, for instance, saw
the rise of the Pentecostal denominations. These are ‘Spirit-directed’ rather than “Waord-
divected’. and the characteristic expression in worship involves a full release of feelngs,
2 free use of body movements, and an openness T contributions — not always, but quite
often, ‘tongues’. ‘interpretation of tongues’, and ‘prophecies’ — from all the worshippers.
‘Ministries of healing’ are also widely practised within public worship. In South America,
for instance, Pentecostalism is the maim alternative to Roman Catholicism.

A parallel, indeed relared, movement has been the'charismatic’ movement, often ingtially
called ‘Neo-Pentecostalist’; here Pentecostalism, instead ol separating from the historic
dhurches, has found a strong home within the ‘mainline’ Protestant denominations, and
even in the Church of Rome.

TODAY

The religious face of the carth is changing. Eastern Orthodoxy has resurfaced i Russia
and other Eastern European pations since the collapse of Communism — whalst Islam and
Eastern religions have come, lazgely by migranon, into Wesrern nations.

Christianily is once again in a missionary situation in the West, as Christendom fades
into secularism. But the various Western forms of Christianity ate not now confined to
the West. Young churches flourish in Asia, Africa. and elsewhere, varying in their worship
from being as traditional as the Woestern churches from which they sprang, to the use of
thewr gemune freedom to be culturally relevant o their contexts, frequently showing a
freshness and liveliness hard to find in Western historic churches.

COLIN BUCHANAN
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Contemporary Christianity

The history of the Christian movement across the centuries is full of SUTPTISCS.
From the beginning this faith has displayed an ability to take root and flourish
n new areas and different cultural sertings. One way of explaining chis is to say
that Christianity is a faith capable of being translated into new languages and
culcural forms,

Today, while the churches of Eurupe and North America face the challenges
of secularization — the process by which a suctety becomes increasingly seculas
or non-religious — che faith is growing at a rapid rate in diverse culeural settings
i the non-Western world. At the very point in the mid-twentiech century when
the colonial empires were receding, indigenous forms of Christianity displayed
considerable growth, demonstrating that the faich had put down roots in the soil of local
culeures and languagres. The outcome has been the emengence of ‘World Christianity’,
which is increasingly recogmized as a central feature of our globalized world.

MODERN EXPANSION

The growth of the religion across the southers continents in maodern times is unprecedented.
While Western missions played a crucial role in the initial act of communicating the Christian
gospel actuss cultugal and linguistic barrices, the key players in the spread of the faith have
unariably been local believers, able to express their new religion in surpgising and dynamic
ways, ml contexts frequently marked by social and cultural crisis, This is the case whethes
i the evangelization of West Africa by repatriated slaves, or the coneribution of thousands
of ordinary Christians who — faced with the challenge of urban living in che burgeoning
cities of the south — have proved adepe ar shating their faith and planting new churches.
In addition, a powerful impetus has come from the ministrics of prophetic preachers and
evangelists, who applied the faith to local situations, presenting Christ in ways that resonared
with the felr needs of their own people. achieving mass movements of comverts on 4 scale
that equals, and probably surpasses, previous revival movemenes in Cheistian history.

This growth of Christianity across the southern continents has resulted in a shift i
the centre of gravity of the religion, which now has its roots firmly planted in the sods




of non-Western cultures. For example, in South America the extraordinary growth of
undigenous forms of Pentecostal ('.hris'ti.mir}'. involving the conversion of upwards of 160
million people, has taken both theologians and social scientists by surprise. The seculas
experience of FEurope, far from being the vanguard of a global trend. may actually be
unusual and exceprional.

AFRICA

The continent of Africa provided evidence of rapid Christian growth during the twenticth
century. Despite the existence of ancient Christian traditions, che faith arrived in most
sub-Saharan countries in the course of the nineteenth century. Yer so great has been the
Christian growth witnessed across this continent, that Africa is rapidly displacing Furope
and North America as the chiel Christian heartland. Boch the Roman Cacholic Church
and major Protestant groupings are bemg cransformed by these dhanges, as the number of
their adherents in Africa dwarfs the parent churches in Europe and North Amernica. For
example, the Archbishop of Canterbury presides over a worldwide communion of around
25 million :\ngliu;m.s. ol whom the vast majority are in the southern continents, m\'[udmg
more than [8 million 1n Nigeria alone. One estimate suggests that the total Christian
population of that country may reach 120 million by the nuddle of this century, and figures
like chis can be replicated elsewhere in Africa. Africa also saw a plethora of Independent
churches, especially in the Zionist cradition, blossom i

the 19805 and 19905, as well as many other charismatic

and Pentecostal churches, Young African Cheistians woeshipging.
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ASIA

In Asia, the picture appears to be rather different. In many countries across this vast
region, Christians remain small minorities, m contexts shaped by ancient non-Christian
religious rraditions. There are exceptions — notably in South Korea - where growing
churches display remarkable missionary passion, as well as Singapore and che Philippines.
However, a narrow focus on percentages of Christians can easily conceal the reality
of significant Cheistian movements in the context of Asian religious pluralism. For
instance the relarively small Chistian community in Japan has given birth to some gifted
theologians and writers. Similarly, the church in India has incarnated the Chrstian gospel
in the context of the Hindu culture of the subcontinent, and there are indications it 15
experiencing growth.

The story of Christianity in modern China is of great significance. Seventy yrears ago,
Western scholars were inclined to dismiss the church in China. Its apparently ineradicable
foreignness limited its influence, and seemed to condemn it o bemng an ephemeral
featuze of colonial history. However, following the removal of Western missions after the
Communist revolution, the unexpected occurred, so that scholars now speak of a flood
of manifestations of the revival of religion, and acknowledge that Christianity has shed
its image as a foreign import, and is now dearly identified as a Chinese religion. Estimates
as to the number of Christian believers vary between 30 and 105 mullion. While claims
at the top end of this range should be treated with scepticism, there is solid evidence of
a tenfold increase in the Chinese churches since 1949. This in past reflects the continuing
impact of the Home Church Movement in China, where the number of congregations
increased from some 50,000 in 1970 to 400,000 twenry-five years later.

WORLD CHRISTIANITY

What ate the implications of these changes? Until recently it was possible to assume the
churches of Furope and North America could simply be transplanted to other continenss.
together with their inherited patterns of theology and practice. T'his assumption rested o
the conviction that Western Christianiry was a culture-free expression of the faich
through Chast and his apostles, and possessed absolute status and importance. In the
context created by the emergence of the non-Western chusches, such assumptions hase
be abandoned. The church looks very different in societies that stress the importance
the community over the rights of the individual, while theology takes surprising direces
in cultures relatively unaffected by Western modernity.
As to Christian mission, the older approaches in which this was a one-way
— from the West to the rest — have now been replaced by a far more complex
in which mission is ‘from everywhere to everywhere”. The massive nugrations from
southern continents into Europe and North America is resulring in the ap
‘Southern' forms of Christianity in the great urban centres of the Western world,
they often become by far the largest and most dynamic of Christian communities.

A SHORT INTRODUCTION TO WORLD RELIGIONS
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Christianity Worldwide Today

For the vast majority of Christians in the southern hemisphere, religious pluralism is
not a new experience. Faith in Chuse is confessed, and the life of discapleship lived our,
in continual interaction with one’s Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, or Confucian neighbours,
Non-Western churches are overwhelmingly churches of the poor, existing in social and
economic conditions lasgely dictared by forces beyond their control, in a world shaped
by the phenomenon of economic globalization. The growth of non-Western churches in
CONCexts inrvil.zh])' characterized h ongoing dialogue with people of other faiths holds
the possibility that fresh insights into the meaning of Christ and salvation will emerge
from these new heartlands in the course of the twenty-fisst century,
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