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Romaine Lorquet

Romaine Lorquet was born in Lyons about fifty years ago.
Soon after the war she was in Paris, where she knew
Brancusi, Giacometti and Etienne-Martin, each of whom
recognised and encouraged her as an artist. More than
twenty years ago she left Paris to live and work in relative
isolation in the country.

There she has made many carvings. I use the word
carvings instead of sculptures because the first word fits a
little less easily into the contemporary art world. Scarcely
ever has she tried to place her work in any kind of
contemporary artistic or cultural context. There is nothing, I
think, evasive in this decision. She has simply chosen to
remain outside.

And it is outside — in both a general and precise sense —
that I have seen most of her carvings. They are on a hillside
around a peasant’s house, in which she lives; some lie on the
earth beneath the trees, others are nearly lost in the
undergrowth. A few are made of wood, most are made of
stone. Their height varies between 30 and 90 centimetres.
Sometimes grasses or roots have grown through them. They
are not on display.

Most man-made objects refer back to the event of their
own making. Their presence depends upon the use of the
past tense. This house was built of stone. These carvings hardly
refer back at all to their own making. They look neither
finished nor unfinished. Like a tree or a river, they appear to
exist in a continuous present. Their apparent lack of history
makes them look inevitable.

Speculatively I have tried to imagine them in a different
context. In a museum gallery, or a city street, or an
apartment. Because they insist so little upon their own
making, they would then look like something found in
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