[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ]
image1.jpeg
1 uoyy
. Ot:m
1BNIgay
“OA xary
f.wcﬂ
Owusﬂﬁ,”u_w
A S8,
:wquQ

A S84
v.—vamo
d 2y
HIvacy

Y OwSI
NIox
Avssyy
13537

/ 08ny

Liand

0]
ST "0l
[ B

H 6
d

W '8

H

W L

sl

Y

Nu@uﬂw:M~mcME

9918
°P-PU033s “apiny

01

(£99 *d) ;w YeUM ‘z/61 ug -
Juswys ) cws4s axpsn| [EUTWID 119 -
ystund reyides asn AL
! MOU $a3eIs Auew moyy g
£ (999 *d) ;paarasar
:.M:m: Ayreuad yyesp sy st awnd Jeym 104 g
(999 "d) (3dadde systuonua3aI puE sysuonIOqe
130q op sajdound [erow [eyuswEpUN JeYM F
(999 ) (03
readde sysTUOR U1 OP sopdund [erow JeYM '€
(999 d) ¢01 [eadde
Aqrerauds sjsTuonI[oqe OP sopdpud [erow 3eUM T
(999 "d) 3STUORU! v gstuonoqe Ue SEUM L
s1013son0 Mt
mmm_uzmxm_
299 OTYLE Ly
) yuowustun 5
G@@ uo1dt




image2.jpeg
vl

d of fiery €™
Few moral 1ssues provoke the .;?1 l et
e G hat capitd i
does, In some €y i o e
‘words death penalty 1S enoug

of opinions from all des of the sub)ccc

2 an onslaught

py the realizati
is, ultimately and tragically)
human being:

In this controversys

who wish to abolish capital punish

the nbnli!ioniﬂs (those
ment) most

often appeal to basic " noral principles such > “Do
not kill,” “Honor the sanctity of life,” O “Respect
retentionists (105 who

human dignity.” The
ath penalty) arelikely 10 appeal

wish toretain the de:
to other principles: «punish the guilty,” “Give mur-
derers the punishment th
life,” or “Deter the ultimate crime (murder) with
the ultimate punishmem." On the most general
and fundamental of these principles—not Kill-
ing, respecting human dignity, and punishing the
guilty—almosl all parties to the dispute agree But
retentionists and abolitionists are usually at 0dds
over how these principles should be interpreted:
Retentionists like to remind us Of ‘murderers
whose crimes are SO horrific that the death penalty
may seem the only fitting punishment. Thus they
bring up such ‘moral monsters as Timothy McVeigh
(who used a bomb to Kill 168 men, women, and
children), Ted Bundy (Who murdered, by his own
count, more than 100 women), John Wayne Gacy

(who raped and murdered 33 boys and men), and

666

mann (WO facilitated the murder
" the Holocaust). Abolitionists :I‘\
and, tellof the horrors that often accon.
o death penalty: innocent people who are
ly convmed and executed, executions that
g0 wrong and cause exgucianng pain 1o those
executed) and the suspiciously high percentage of

oor and minority people who are executed in the
United States: Commonplace in the capital punish-
ment debate: such facts may move us to anger, pity,
disgust, OF sadness, and they may inform our think-
ingin jmportant ways. Butwe should not allow our
jon to them t0 interfere with the
yital task that we begin in this chapter—the care-
ful evaluation of arguments for and against capital
punishment-

1SSUE FILE: BACKGROUND

In the legal sense punishment is the deliberat®
and authorized causing of pain Of harm to s0m
one thought to have broken & law.
sanction imposed by society on offen d
lating society’s official norms:
for punishmem——the 1easo!

genexa\ly takes one of two forms: As W
many believe that the sole reasont Wi
ish the wrongdoer is because
punishment. His desert is the only jus
required, and meting out p\mishmem totl
deserveitis morally obligatory &
thing. Others believe that the 0

tion is the good consequence o sode
pumshmem of offenders will ring—’

ention of future crimes and the ‘mainte-
an o;deﬂy society-
\mishment is punishmem by exe-
eone officially judged to have com-
or capital, crime. For thousands Of
is extreme sanction has been used count-
s in the Western world for a variety of
__rape, mutder, horse theft, kKidnapping,
sodomy; SPYIRE: blasphemy, witcheraft,
others. A wide assortment of execution
s have also been employed, ranging from
cientand ‘medieval (crucifixion, drawingand
. purning alive, jmpalement, etc.) to the
andful of standard techniques of the past two cen-
. firing squad, lethal 825, electrocu-
ion, and lethal injection)- In {wenty-first-century
America, most death penalty states (thirty-one in
2016) reserve capital punishment for the crime of
‘nurder, and lethal injection is authorized in all
of them. seventeen states authorize other modes of
execution, including lethal gas, hanging, and firing
1

squad.
As of April 2017, there Were 2,843 prisoners
on death row in the United States, and in 2016, five
states carried out @ total of twenty executions. In
2017, 42 percent of death TOW inmates were Whit¢,
42 percent were black, and 13 percent were Latino.
In 2016, Georgia executed nine inmates, more than
any other state, and Texas executed seven. Alabama
executed two, and Florida and Missouri executed
one inmate each. By mid-2017, nineteen states and
the District of Columbia were without the death
penalty: Alaska, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawail, Tlli
nois, lowa, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michi-
gan, Minnesota, New Jersey New Mexico, New York,
North Dakota, Rhode Island, Vermont West Vir-
ginia, and Wisconsin
hasThe 'tlend in executions in the United States
- ‘n/?ned over the past few decades. The num-
o m‘ﬁxecuﬁons carried out each year betwieen
o ld-?9305 and the 19705 g(adually declined,
o a high of 200 down to 0 i1 1976. But from
0 1999, the annual toll ramped UP. again,

has coinci
the death penalty for
polls sh

always staye

the last seven years, however,
60 to 64 percent. These num!
cantly when people were asked to cons
prison without paroleasan op(i(m.4 u
her countries have officially

Most ot
the death penalty OF simply’ stopped
ding Canada,

hundred four nations—inclu
and all the Westernt European countries—aref'
this category- 1N 2016, twenty-three countries
carried out executions. MOSt executions took place
in China, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and Pakistan.
Not counting Chind, 87 percent of executions took
place in just four countries—Iran, Saudi Arabia,
Iraq, and Pakistan.”

The use of capital punishment in the United
States has been shaped by several landmark
Supreme Court decisions. In 1972, in Furman V-
Georgia, the court ruled that capital punishment
as it was then being applied in certain states was
snconstitutional. The ruling put a halt to execu-
tions across the country. Yet the court did not
declare that the death penalty itself was unconsti-
tutional. The majority on the court thought that
its usual adminisnation—which allowed juries to
impose the death penalty arbitrarily without any
legal guidance——consﬁmted ucruel and unusual
p\mishmem," a violation of the Eighth Amend-
ment of the Constitution.

‘Many states then promptly rewrote their death
pena\ty statutes to try to minimize administrative
arbitrariness. A few states passed laws decreeing
that the death penalty would be mandatory for
particular capital crimes. But in Woodson V- North
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