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Barlett & Steele / Monsanto’s Harvest of Fear

Monsanto protested advertisements for milk “From Cows Not Treated with rBGH,”
asserting that the ads implied the possible negative effects of artificial growth
hormones and that no studies had shown the hormones to be harmful to cows or people.

gestive problems, and birthing difficulties. Veterinary drug reports note
that “cows injected with Posilac are at an increased risk for mastitis,” an
udder infection in which bacteria and pus may be pumped out with the
milk. What's the effect on humans? The E.D.A. has consistently said that the
milk produced by cows that receive rBGH is the same as milk from cows
that aren’t injected: “The public can be confident that milk and meat from
BST-treated cows is safe to consume.” Nevertheless, some scientists are con-
cerned by the lack of long-term studies to test the additive’s impact, espe-
cially on children. A Wisconsin geneticist, William von Meyer, observed that
when rBGH was approved the longest study on which the FED.A's approval
was based covered only a 90-day laboratory test with small animals. “But
people drink milk for a lifetime,” he noted. Canada and the European Union
have never approved the commercial sale of the artificial hormone. Today,
nearly 15 years after the FD.A. approved rBGH, there have still been no
long-term studies “to determine the safety of milk from cows that receive
artificial growth hormone,” says Michael Hansen, senior staff scientist for
Consumers Union. Not only have there been no studies, he adds, but the data
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that does exist all comes from Monsanto. “There is no scientific consensus
about the safety,” he says.

However FD.A. approval came about, Monsanto has long been wired into
Washington. Michael R. Taylor was a staff attorney and executive assistant
to the ED.A. commissioner before joining a law firm in Washington in 1981,
where he worked to secure F.D.A. approval of Monsanto’s artificial growth
hormone before returning to the F.D.A. as deputy commissioner in 1991. Dr.
Michael A. Friedman, formerly the FD.A.'s deputy commaissioner for opera-
tions, joined Monsanto in 1999 as a senior vice president. Linda J. Fisher was
an assistant administrator at the E.P.A. when she left the agency in 1993.
She became a vice president of Monsanto, from 1995 to 2000, only to return
tothe E.P.A. as deputy administrator the next year. William D. Ruckelshaus,
former E.P.A. administrator, and Mickey Kantor, former U.S. trade represen-
tative, each served on Monsanto’s board after leaving government. Supreme
Court justice Clarence Thomas was an attorney in Monsanto’s corporate-law
department in the 1970s. He wrote the Supreme Court opinion in a crucial
G.M.-seed patent-rights case in 2001 that benefited Monsanto and all G.M.-
seed companies. Donald Rumsfeld never served on the board or held any
office at Monsanto, but Monsanto must occupy a soft spot in the heart of the
former defense secretary. Rumsfeld was chairman and C.E.O. of the phar-
maceutical maker G. D. Searle & Co. when Monsanto acquired Searle in 1985,
after Searle had experienced difficulty in finding a buyer. Rumsfeld’s stock
and options in Searle were valued at $12 million at the time of the sale.

From the beginning some consumers have consistently been hesitant
to drink milk from cows treated with artificial hormones. This is one reason
Monsanto has waged so many battles with dairies and regulators over the
wording of labels on milk cartons. It has sued at least two dairies and one
co-op over labeling.

Critics of the artificial hormone have pushed for mandatory labeling on
all milk products, but the ED.A. has resisted and even taken action against
some dairies that labeled their milk “BST-free.” Since BST is a natural hor-
mone found in all cows, including those not injected with Monsanto’s ar-
tificial version, the F.D.A. argued that no dairy could claim that its milk is
BST-free. The F.D.A. later issued guidelines allowing dairies to use labels say-
ing their milk comes from “non-supplemented cows,” as long as the carton
has a disclaimer saying that the artificial supplement does not in any way
change the milk. So the milk cartons from Kleinpeter Dairy, for example,
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