Discourse Commumity Ethnography (DCE) Assignment

Goals for this assignment:

1. Learn and use Lools for analyzing a discourse community’s practices
2. Begin to understand empirical rescarch
3. Practice writing about primary rescarch

The Task:

< Choose a discourse community that has impacted you or interests vou and find a
prelimmary answer (o s rescarch question: “What are the goals and characteristics of this

discourse community?”
Collect Data:

<+ Observe members of the disconrse community while they are engaged in a shared activity,
take detailed noles (what are they doing? What kinds ol things do they say? What do they
write? How do vou know who 1s in and who 1s ou?)

% Collect anything people in that community read or write (their genres)—cven very short
thimgs like forms, foothall plays, notes, IMs, and text messages

< Interview at least one member of the discourse commumity (record and transeribe the
mterview) You might ask things ke, “How long lave you been here? Why are you
mvolved P What do X, Y, and 7 words mean? How did you leam to write AB, or CP How

do you communicate with other people {on your team, in vour restaunrant, ele.)?

Use Swales to Analyze the Data:
Analyze the dala you collect using the six characteristics of Swales” discourse community.
1y What are the shared goals of the community? Why does this group exist? What docs it
do?
2) Whal mechanisms do members use (o communicate with each other imeetings, phone
calls, email, text messages, newsletlers, reports, evaluation [ormns, ele.}?
3) Whal are the purposes of each of these mechanisms of communication (i.c o HIprove
performance, make moncy, grow beiter roses, share rescarch, cle)?
4} Which of the above mechanisms of communication can be considered genres (texiual
responses (o recurring situations thal all group members recognize and understand?
9 What kinds ol specialized language {(exis) do group members use in their conversation and
i their genres (name some examples—ISL, on the {ly, 86, cte.)? What communicative
function does this lexis serve (e, why say “867 instead of “we are out of (his”?)?
6) Who are “oldtimers” with expertise? Who are the neweomers witl; less experiise? How

do newcomers learn the appropriaie language, genres, knowledge of the group ?




Write about your Findings:

In -5 pages write about what you found in answer (o the rescarch question.

Begin with a short literature review—"we know X aboul discourse communitics—ciie Swales
Name a niche “But we don'Cknow Y or “No one has looked at X7)

Lxplain how you will occupy the niche

Describe your rescarch methods

- F

Discuss your [ndings in detatl (Use Mirabelli as an example ol liow (o do this—quote [rom
your nofes, your interview, (e wexts you collected, ete.)
4 Include a works cited page

What will you turn in?

= All the daia that you collected, meiuding observation notes, iterview questions,
{ranscriptions, and (ext sumples

= Dralt of your analysis

#  DPeer Feedback

= Handouts [rom your presentation
Response Criterta:
= ldfectively answered the rescareh question
+  How well you analyze the discourse conmmuni(y
#  Clanly of the writing
F  Organization ol the analysis

»  Mechaes, Granmar, Usage, Spelling

L Note, please make sure that you focus on a discourse community in which you are not a member.

We are asking you to take the etic, outsider, perspective to learn about others. This is meeting a
diversiig assessment measure. So, it would be particularly hc—eip{ul if you would focuson a
discourse community that is different from you in some way, perhaps in race, gender,
orientation, socio~economic status (SES), etc,
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