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To Ronald Ebens,

As a practice, I would have wished to begin this letter by wishing that you arc well. But
this is not the case; I would like to be clear from the onset that I am angry and bitter for having
lost my only child, my son, at such a young age of 27 in your hands. I had spent my lifetime
working manual jobs to see my son achieve his dream of becoming a successful engineer, but you
took that achievement away from me due to your racial hatred. Without having a second thought
of how it would feel as a mother. Nothing in the world would bring my son back, nor take away
the deep pain that consumes me so profoundly each day, but you and your accomplice getting a
slap on your wrist for taking a human’s lifc, is the highest form of impunity.

My decision to write this letter is not about me feeling sorry for myself, but the desire to
see you take responsibility for your actions and make up for the harm you have caused as much as
possible, so you never have to commit such harm again. Vincent was looking forward to starting
a family with his fiancee, whose trauma might last her a lifetime. His friends are devastated
together with Detroit and the community at large. We need answers and assurance that our society
is safe from attack by people of your kind. This can only happen by you and your stepson going
to jail and hoping that either of you will be a changed person if you happen to get out.

We deserve to heal, and you must be accountable for your actions, something that our
criminal justice system won’t deliver. In this regard, I choose to speak out so that any other mother
out there will not have to lose their child as I did. People need to condemn hate crimes in society
strongly, so that civil rights violation doesn’t end up being normalized. In honor of my son’s
memory, I will stand up and press forward for justice for all. Few elements of your kind will not
dim the light of the American people who want inclusivity.

From a gricving mother.




