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Task 2 — Selecting a Topic W.1

FLE:

1. Whatis the purpose of your project?

e
F—

\Writing to persuade TIP: When writing to persuade, use facts to support the argument you are
making.

[

Writing to inform

TIP: When writing to inform, present both sides of the issue equally.

Writing a speech TIP: When writing a speech, use language that appeals to your audience

Preparing for a debate

TIP: When preparing for debate, consider the opposing side’s counterpoints.

2. Whois the intended audience? o /

-Peers - Community Members * -Parents or Teachers -Other

3. Quickwrite: After you browse your three options for research, what topic will you select? Why?
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Task 3 - Developing Basic Knowledge/Pre-Searching - G,
(\ A ‘// \
My Research Topic: \\\" C\E,C\\"_)» - Tlme”ne about \
tionand ic
Directions: In SIRS read the information located under the Essential Qu:rs(,jer to develoP the bas
the topic you have chosen. Then respond to the following questions IN
knowledge for research topic.
1. Whatis the essential question for the lssue/top|c7
- P (. ) A
\-\;' w\ i\'-;('_‘-“."m,, t-"‘; ‘ (ce \:\I Y(CBF\ ,\AL\ “\’ p“"".cf}j'
2. What are the two Viewpoints?
a. Viewpoint 1 (Supporting/PRO): _ -
S 4 e teedes ane oo PRRE
Yes:‘;‘uw dedd Veea A S, fonf Lirtl WKead ¥ ek o7 .
b. Vlewpomt 2 (Opposmg/CON)
NO i \"“ A “" A '»"“-"-“ Loebriaae ﬁl, "5‘ f,,~:.—’ -f.'/‘;.?v,nwe\-/f .’« c A'.'l € ".- "';‘_i- el shan "( I
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3. What are at least 5 terms/words you need to know to better understand this topic? Briefly
define each.
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5. What are 3 significant events or changes in-society related to this topic/issue?
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Task 4 - Building a Works Cited Page we

My Research Topic:

Essential Question:

ur research. You must

Directions: Record information necessary to create a works cited entry for each source in YO : o
one print source, an

have a minimum of 6 total sources on your Works Cited page; at least one database source,
web source. The remaining 3 sources are at your discretion.

Is this source
Type of information for or against?
Source You may NOT use ProCon.org and Debate.org Circle One
e e . A For (yes)
Database > WS SIS O uin b @@
(SIRS) =
f
Print SRS . S5 Caf™ { Tilvden by -'/2 Fo.r te;")o
PR i R ainst (n
(Book, eBook, ComT v 'o‘a- ‘:“-,"czfla_,::—» shofE,
Newspaper, | el 4301 Pregues: LG
etc) T

Web \,\)A\}JW.(\)}QV.:}Q Ahe THe ;'%;rm{:'f; ok Ce(";d""\'l"r
(WWW, online 3 ‘ . : o . : ) Against (no))
newspaper, \\‘0\: 1IShel 3 Shekes & A\ ,”2,‘

video, etc.—use \qg- c\°
reliability check) (9\0 0= Jh

Database ) For (yes)
W'eb Against (no))

Print

Database

Web For (yes)

Print Against (no)
Database
Web

For (ye

Print lves)

Against (no)
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Task 5 - Supporting Evidence
My Research Topic: // %,
W

Essential Question:
list 4 documented pieces of

Directions: List each of the viewpoints you are making to support your thesis. Then. inions. Circle what types of
evidence for each of those viewpoints. Make sure to not include more than 2 expertop
evidence each one is (fact or expert opinion; SIRS, print or web).
_—.-—-——-"-—-._——_—
4__-_——-——-"_-'__-'—-_ s
of Evidence
YES to the Essential Question Typce‘rcle One
Viewpoint 1: Yes, ] :
Supporting Evidence Fact
or
Expert Opinion
SIRS / Print/ Web
MLA In-text Citation: ( )
Supporting Evidence ) ’ o 5 w2 :
' Fact
’ . or
- Expert Opinion
SIRS / Print/ Web
o - MLA In-text Citation: {_ )
Supporting Evidence ;
Fact
or
Expert Opinion
SIRS / Print/Web
MLA In-text Citation: ( )
Supporting Evidence
Fact
’ ’ or
Expert Opinion
SIRS / Print/ Web
MLA In-text Citation: ( )




NO to the Essential Question

Type of Evidence

Circle O
Viewpoint 2: e One
Fact
Supporting Evidence or
Expert Opinion

MLA In-text Citation: (

SIRS / Print /Web

Supporting Evidence

MLA In-text Citation: (

Fact

or
Expert Opinion

SIRS/ Print /Web

Supporting Evidence

MLA In-text Citation: (

Fact .

or
Expert Opinion

SIRS/ Print /Web

Supporting Evidence

MLA In-text Citation: (

Fact
or
Expert Opinion

SIRS/ Print fAWeb
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Task 7 - Writing a Thesis Statement

ty Research Topic:

Essential Question:

Directions: Write the thesis ctatement for your paper. Your thesis must state both sides of the
irections:

controversial topic.
int 2 that support the topic.

1. List the topic, viewpoint 1, and viewpo

Topic: Viewpoint 1:

Viewpoint 2:

2. Compose your thesis statement. Follow this formula to help you write your thesis:
Topic + Viewpoint 1 + Viewpoint 2 = Thesis

Example: While proponents of school uniforms argue that such uniformity decreases bullying and
disciplinary issues, the opponents of uniforms argue such policies eliminate student autonomy

and creativity.

While (topic)

(proponents/supporters) of
.__ (opponents/contenders/adversaries) of

(topic) - .

(viewpoint 1), the

(argue/claim/suggest/state) (viewpoint 2).

(argue/claim/suggest/state) that

hope
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Task 8 — Synthesizing and Pre-Writing W.2a-f

My Research Topic:

Essential Question:

cted and organized to complete an outline. Refer to the guidelines

for the paper. It must be 3-6 pages and you must include a Works
o paragraphs. In addition, you must have an introduction and a

Directions: Synthesize the information you have colle

set by your teacher to ensure you meet all requirements
Cited page. Each viewpoint point should have at least tw

summary.

INTRODUCTION

Hook (statement related to essential question}):

Background Information or Context (why the issue matters/terms readers need to knowr/history of the

issue):

Thesis (see Task 7):

BODY 1

Viewpoint 1 (first reason):

Context of Source Evidence 1:
(one-sentence summary--who and what):

Commentary
(explain what evidence suggests)
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Context of Source

(one-sentence summary--who and what)!

¥

Evidence 2:

Commentary
(explain what evidence suggests)

BODY 2

Viewpoint 1 (second reason):

Context of Source
(one-sentence summary--who and what):

Evidence 1:

Commentary
(explain what evidence suggests)

e L

Context of Source

(one-sentence summary--who‘and what): =

Evidence 2:

Commentary
(explain what evidence suggests)
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BODY 3

Viewpoint 2 {first reason):

Context of Source

(one-sentence summary--who and what):

Evidence 1: -

Commentary
(explain what evidence suggests)

Context of Source

(one-sentence summary--who and what):

Evidence 2:

Commentary )
(explain what evidence suggests)

BODY 4

Viewpoint 2 (second reason):

Context of Source

(one-sentence summary--who and what):

Evidence 1:

Commentary
(explain what evidence suggests)




Evidence 2:
Context of Source

(one-sentence summary--who and what):

Commentary
(explain what evidence suggests)

CONCLUSION

Re-statement of Thesis (using different words--more concise or with less words):

One-Sentence Summary of Viewpoints:

Evaluation of Controversial Issue (Based on your research, which position was stronger?):

Understanding the Controversy (Explain how readers make sense of this controversy?)

%)
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Task 9 - Drafting and Revising
w.2a-f

My Rescarch Tépic:

Directions: Revise your paper and answer these questions. Check for grammar, spelling, mechanics, and MLA
formatting.

Questions LR YES Needs
el Improvement

Is my paper well organized with an introduction, thesis, 4 body
paragraphs (2-chunk) and conclusion?

Have | used supporting evidence to defend each point related to
my thesis? (4 per viewpoint)

Do | have a conclusion?

Does every paragraph contain clear opening and closing
sentences?

Are transitional words or clauses used to separate ideas?
Although, however, on the other hand, likewise, similarly, etc.

Have | used vocabulary that is appropriate for my intended
audience? (i.e. gonna vs. going to and show vs. demonstrate}’no’ -
“you” or “I"

Is all punctuation correct?

Have you used any contractions (i.e. can't)

(WRITINGTIPS! i

1.  Intreduction: a good introduction will entice your audience. Consider using an interesting
anecdote or stunning statistics to grab your reader’s attention. in most cases, the
introductory paragraph will include your thesis statement.

Conclusion: The concluding paragraph will end your discussion and present ideas for

further s:esérach, awareness or action. A well-written concluding paragraph will
& summarize the main points of the thesis restating the introductory paragraph.

\

oy




