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Application Exercises
8.13  Digital Sabbatical (& L08.1, 5 L08.5)

For 24 hours, avoid using your mobile device or a computer for any communication or accessing online information. (You might consider
notifying your friends and family that you will be unavailable during this period.) Write a one- to two-page account of your experience.
Consider including discussion about the following:

A. How you felt going without communication (anxiety, relief, stress, peace, etc.).

B. How you felt going without access to digital information (empowered, helpless, out of the loop, etc.).

C. How you think going without digital communications impacts your quality of life, productivity, and/or routines.

D. Based on your experience, give two or three recommendations for how professionals should go about handling digital communication and
information.

8.14  Social News Reader (3 L0S.2, (3 L08.4)

Using a social reading platform (such as LinkedIn, Flipboard, or Feedly), set up a feed of articles and posts that match your professional

interests. At a minimum, take the following actions:

A. Follow at least five feeds in your business discipline (e.g., marketing, finance).

B. Follow at least five feeds from an industry of interest.

C. Follow at least five feeds from organizations of interest.

D. Follow at least five feeds of professionals you admire.

Experiment with your social reader for at least one week. Then, report the following:

1. What are the professional interests that you cater to with your social reader?

2. What platform did you use? How easy was it to set up feeds for information of interest?
3. What content is most useful and interesting?

4. What adjustments have you made to make your social reader more useful?

5. What strategies will you use in the future to use social readers for professional purposes?
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815  Twitter News Feed (21 L08.2, (2 L08.4)

Using TweetDeck or another similar platform, set up a news feed based on searches. Use a minimum of ten hashtags for your searches.
Experiment with your search-based news feed for at least one week. Then, report the following:

A. What are the professional interests that you cater to with your search-based news feed?

B. What platform did you use? How easy was it to set up feeds for information of interest?

C. What content is most useful and interesting?

D. What adjustments have you made to make your searches more effective at providing interesting content?

E. What strategies will you use in the future to use search-based news feeds for professional purposes?

8.16  LinkedIn Profile (2 LO8.4)

Based on your LinkedIn profile, respond to the following items:

A. What is your LinkedIn profile address?

B. What are the main traits that stand out about you on your LinkedIn page?

C. What are the main abilities that stand out about you on your LinkedIn page?

D. Which parts of your LinkedIn profile best promote who you are as a professional?

E. Which parts of your LinkedIn profile least promote who you are as a professional?

F. What are three changes you intend to make to improve your LinkedIn profile? Page 264

G. What three groups would you like to join and participate in?
H. Which three organizations should you follow? Why?
1. Which three professionals should you follow? Why?
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8.17  Professional Blog (21 L08.3, %1 L08.4)

‘Write a blog about a business issue or topic of interest to you and that provides content that is valuable to others. You should develop the
blog with a specific audience in mind and provide original, insightful entries. Also, you should develop your blog with your own career
interests and desired online reputation in mind. You will write five entries. Each entry should be roughly 700 to 1,000 words. The five entries
should combine to meet the needs of your target audience and develop your personal brand. For each blog post, consider applying the
following formula: (a) one or two takeaway messages; (b) a catchy title and opening; (c) a winning tone for blogs—helpful, personalized,
positive, informative, fun, and interesting; (d) hyperlinks to interesting articles, videos, etc.; (e) images if you’d like (not required); and (f)
concise writing with fairly short paragraphs.
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Language Mechanics Check

8.22  Review the numbers, dates, and currency rules in @ Appendix A. Then, rewrite each sentence to correct the numbers, dates, and
currency where needed.
A. We should focus on these 2 markets for now.
B. We should focus on seven of the fifteen geographic regions.
C. 15 regions will have new supervisors as of June 20th, 2020.
D. Each purchase above 500 dollars must be approved by June 31st, 2019 to get reimbursed.
E. Employees can contribute up to 7.5% of their salaries to the retirement plan.
F. Nearly 1/3 of our employees contribute the maximum amount to retirement plans.
G. Employees may have up to 4 2MB websites.
H. Employees make an average of 23 dollars per hour.
1. Our revenue for the year topped $2,500,000,000.
J. We gave employee recognition awards to nearly 2/3 (65.3 %) of our employees last quarter.
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