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Enslaved African American

EVERYONE IN YOUR FAMILY IS
enslaved and lives on a tobacco plantation in
Virginia, The year is 1787. Eleven years ago the
Declaration of Independence stated that “all men
are created equal.” And yet because your skin is
black and you were born enslaved, you still remain
enslaved. Obviously, the American Revolution
didn't mean freedom for everyone. In fact, the
man who wrote those words, Thomas Jefferson,
from Virginia, is himself someone who enslaves
people.

Your life is harsh. Up at dawn, quit when it
gets dark, then more chores when you return from
the fields. You are under the constant control of
your so-called master, though with your family
you have tried to carve out the best life you can.
However, you know that if your owner felt like it,
he could sell you to South Carolina or wherever he
wanted. Your family could be split up in an instant.

The Constitutional Convention raises
the possibility of freedom. Slavery might be

outlawed. A number of states in the North have
already outlawed slavery, and there is much talk
about abolishing the slave trade—the bringing of
new enslaved Africans into the country. Thou-
sands of enslaved people have been allowed to
buy or earn their freedom in Virginia in recent
years. Maybe slavery will not be outlawed in
every state, but perhaps enslaved people would
be allowed to keep their freedom if they escaped
into a free state. True, the Revolution didn’t free
you, but the talk of liberty and justice makes you
want your fair share.

But even if you were free, you wouldn't
own anything. You'd have to start from scratch.
You'd likely be a poor farmer, even worse off
than those white farmers up North who are
being thrown in jail because they can’t pay their
debs or their taxes. Sure, you want freedom, but
you want real freedom. That means land and
tools to work the land.





