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Dave Barry

The Ugly Truth about Beauty

According to the New York Times, humorist Dave Barry is “the funniest man in America.”
Born in 1947 in Armonk, New York, Barry earned a B.A. from Haverford College. -H'e then
worked for several years as a newspaper reporter and a lecturer on business writing
before discovering his talent as a humor columnist. The columns he wrote for the Miami
Herald from 1983 to 2004 have been collected in numerous books. Barry’s hilarious ob-
servations on American life won him the Pulitzer Prize for Commentary in 1988. His most
recent books are Insane City (2013) and You Can Date Boys When You're Forty (201 4).
In“The Ugly Truth about Beauty,” first published in the Miami Herald in 1998, Barry
compares and contrasts men'’s and women'’s beauty routines. The essay humorously
highlights differences in the ways that men and women view themselves. :

Guiding question Why do men and women think of their looks differently?

1 If you're a man, at some point a woman will ask you how she looks.
2 “How do I look?” she’ll ask. s
3 You must be careful how you answer this question. The best technique is to
form an honest yet sensitive opinion, then collapse on the floor with some kind
of fatal seizure. Trust me, this is the easiest way out. Because you will never come
up with the right answer.
4 The problem is that women generally do not think of their looks in the same
way that men do. Most men form an opinion of how they look in seventh grade,
and they stick to it for the rest of their lives. Some men form the opinion that they
are irresistible stud muffins, and they do not change this opinion even when their
faces sag and their noses bloat to the size of eggplants and their eyebrows grow
together to form what appears to be a giant forehead-dwelling tropical cate gill
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