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its law enforcement, its housing s

lack belt areas of the South, and/increasingly in the slums of
ial cities. If one goes into My Negro community, whether it
» N.Y., one will find the same

It is white power that makes and it is violent white power in the form of
armed white cops that enforces {th guns and nightsticks. The vast majority
of Negroes in this country liy€ in these captiye communities and must endure these
conditions of oppression bepduse, and only becaude, they are black and powerless. .

SNCC proposes it is now time for the\plack freedom movement to stop
pandering to the fearsdnd anxieties of the white midig class in the attempt to earn its
“good-will,” and tp”return to the ghetto to organize\hese communities to control
themselves. This/6rganization must be attempted in north®q and southern urban areas
as well as in e rural black belt counties of the South. . .. We must organize black
community gower to end these abuses, and to give the Negro community a chance to
have its expressed.

The Black Panther Party Platform

The leading black revolutionary nationalist group in the Black Power
Movement was the Black Panther Party. Founded in Oakland in 1966
by Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale, the organization blended black
nationalism with Marxist thought. The Panthers quickly gained
notoriety for their advocacy of violence. They openly displayed
weapons, patrolled their neighborhoods to keep watch over the police,
urged blacks to “off the pigs,” stormed the California State Assembly
to protest a pending gun control bill, and engaged in several widely
publicized shootouts. Politicians and the media often overlooked their
broader political agenda, much of which is expressed in the party's
platform below. In Oakland, Chicago, and other cities where they set
up chapters, they organized free breakfast and health care programs,
taught courses in African-American history, and warned against the
dangers of drug use. The Panthers became a main target of the FBI
and other law enforcement organizations, prompting their rapid decline
in the 1970s.”

The Black Panther Party, “Platform and Program of the Black Panther Party” (October 1966).

@
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The Platform

1. We want freedom. We want the power to determine the destiny of our Black
Community. We believe that black people will not be free until we are able to determine
our destiny.

2. We want full employment for our people. We believe that the federal government
is responsible and obligated to give every man employment or a guaranteed income. We
belive that if the white American businessman will not give full employment, then the
means of production should should be taken from the businessmen and placed in the
community so that the people of the community can organize and employ all of its
people and give a high standard of living.

3. We want an end to the robbery by the white man of our Black Community.

We believe that this racist government has robbed us and now we are demanding
the overdue debt of forty acres and two mules. Forty acres and two mules was promised
100 years ago as restitution for slave labor and mass murder of black people. We will
accept the payment in currency which will be distributed to our many communities. The
Germans are now aiding the Jews in Israel for the genocide of the Jewish people. The
Germans murdered six million Jews. The American racist has taken part in the
slaughter of over fifty million black people; therefore we feel that this is a modest
demand that we make.

4. We want decent housing, fit for shelter of human beings. We believe that if the
white landlords will not give decent housing to our black community, then the housing
and the land should be made into cooperatives so that our community, with government
aid, can build and make decent housing for its people.

5. We want education for our people that exposes the true nature of this decadent
American society. We want education that tcaches us our true history and our role in the
present-day society.

We believe in an educational system that will give to our people a knowledge of
self. If a man does not have knowledge of himself and his position in society and the
world, then he has little chance to relate to anything else.

6. We want all black men to be exempt from military service.

We believe that black people should not be forced to fight in the military service to
defend a racist government that does not protect us. We will not fight and kill other
people of color in the world who, like black people, are being victimized by the white
racist government of America. We will protect ourselves from the force and violence of
the racist police and the racist military, by whatever means necessary.

7. We want an immediate end to POLICE BRUTALITY and MURDER of black
people.

We believe we can end police brutality in our black community by organizing black
self-defense groups that are dedicated to defending our black community from racist
police oppression and brutality. The Second Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States gives a right to bear arms. We therefore believe that all black people
should arm themselves for self-defense.
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8. We want freedom for all black men held in federal, state, county and city prisons
and jails. We believe that black people should be released from the many jails and
prisons because they have not received a fair and impartial trial.

9. We want all black people when brought to trial to be tried in court by a jury of
their peer group or people from their black communities, as defined by the Constitution
of the United States.

We believe that the courts should follow the United States Constitution so that black
people will receive fair trials. The 14th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution gives a
man a right to be tried by his peer group. A peer is a person from a similar economic,
social, religious, geographical, environmental, historical and racial background. To do
this the court will be forced to select a jury from the black community from which the
black defendant came. We have been, and are being tried by all-white juries that have no
understanding of the “average reasoning man” of the black community.

10. We want land, bread, housing, education, clothing, justice and peace. And as
our major political objective, a United Nations-supervised plebiscite to be held
throughout the black colony in which only black colonial subjects will be allowed to
participate, for the purpose of determining the will of black people as to their national
destiny. When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to
dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume,
among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of
nature and nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind
requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That, to secure these rights, governments are
instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed; that,
whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of
the people to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new government, laying its foundation
on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that
governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and
accordingly, all experience has shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while
evils are sufferable, that to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are
accustomed. But, when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the
same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right,
it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their future
security.
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Amiri Ban"ax\The Role of the Black Artist

Black cultural natidpalism took many forms within thg’ Black Power
Movement. One was'a black arts movement in which/black nationalist
writers and artists coupled their art and their activiém in an effort to
raise the cultural and pylitical consciousness of/African Americans.
Younger activists produceq thousands of creajive works in the Iage'
1960s and early 1970s. TRe leader of thiy/movement was Amiri
Baraka (1934-), a prominent Roet, essayist,/and playwright. Attracted
to black nationalism in 1965, h&\divorced Mis white wife, converted to
Islam, abandoned his given name of LgRoi Jones, and moved to a
black inner-city neighborhood in Nawagk. Baraka embraced a cultl{ral
nationalist perspective and advocateyusing drama, poetry, and fiction
as tools to build the Black Power Mgtement. In the following essay, he
explains the role that he believed black \yriters and artists should play
in the movement. In 1974, as {He movergent was in decline, Baraka
tempered his strident black ngffonalism anc adopted a Marxist critique
of western capitalism.

The Black Artist’s role #i America is to aid in the dgstruction of America as he
knows it. His role is to repért and reflect so precisely the nyture of the society, and_ of
himself in that society, that other men will be moved by the éxactness of his reqdenng
and, if they are black sen, grow strong through this moving,\having seen their own
strength, and weaknegs; and if they are white men, tremble, curse\and go mad, because
they will be drenchgd with the filth of their evil.

The Black Adist must draw out of his soul the correct image of th¢ world. He must
use this image 6 band his brothers and sisters together in common undexsta ding of the
nature of theAvorld (and the nature of America) and the nature of the humag soul.

The Black Artist must demonstrate sweet life, how it differs from the dexthly grip of
the Whig Eyes. The Black Artist must teach the White Eyes their deaths, any teach the
black fhan how to bring these deaths about.

* LeRoi Jones, “State/Meant,” in Home: Social Essays (New York: William Morrow & Company, Inc., 1966).



