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Who Goes to Prison?

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Develop an understanding between the attributes of people who are sent to
prison versus the daily prison population.

2. Review the most current national data on the numbers and attributes of the
people sent to prison each year.

3. Understand the difference between quantitative and qualitative/ethnographic
forms of analysis as it pertains to prisoner attributes.

4.

Understand how changes in the length of stay (LOS) in prison has a large
impact on prison population.

5. Develop an understanding of the lifestyles of people sent to prison each year.

PUBLIC MISPERCEPTIONS ABOUT WHO GOES TO PRISON

believe by the media and public officials that thousands of vicious, intractable

street criminals menace innocent citizens. Actually, they have two slightly dif-
ferent images of the new street criminal. The “softer” version is that of a person who
persists in committing property crimes even after repeated opportunities to live an
honest life and after being arrested many times and serving numerous jail and prison
sentences. The “harder” version is that of a violent criminal, equally intractable, who
goes about his or her predatory crimes with no regard for other humans. When he
(usually a male) snatches purses from old ladies, he bashes them in the head, because
he enjoys hurting people. When he robs a mom-and-pop grocery store, he executes

T he public reacts to crime with fear and panic, because they have been led to
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-rent [ypes of strect cnminals stalk our streets; rag our by
rwo shghtly &z_.”h:.: :”:Q._: atizens; and generally menace and vilify oy
' low, it does not take much today to be sente
yot be the "ty pical” prisoner, they do show that Phsy
prson for relanively minor crniming] behavioy ﬂ. threy,
es of low-level convictions, hundres '3 beg,

or
2 ¢ with a sneer ns ¢
s victums f :_ﬁa

5_9. Dv«
assault, and mu _

But as shown be
While these cases may I
old for bemg sentenced to

non to these typ A of th
Jowered. In addy i . : Ousgpy.
f people are being sent to prison cach year, not for being convicteq of W_E.
o L B » % Cloy
,_.____4: but for not complying with the bureaucratic z.:? associated wyhy prob, ny
¢ P arole supervision, such as not reporting to one’s parole or prg gy
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The emergence of a::::c_om«..pu a saence n the mineteenth ce
erved to debunk the “evil person theory .Om cnme and 1instead attribyteg :
crime problem to social and economic no_a:_.o.:,. m..: recently, iy 52:%
ers, perhaps swayed by the general conservative shift or lured by £OVermey,
incentives mn the form of grants, jobs, and recogmuion, have resurrected oty
ories of the “criminal type” (now most often labeled the “career Cnimang]”) é
have scarched for methods to identify such people.

This mend started m 1970, when Marvin m_ Wolfgang, Robert M. Figlo, ng
Thonsten Sellin examined the arrest records of all youths born in Philadelph ,,
1945 and discovered that 6 percent of the youth in that “birth cohort” ynnosznm
for more than half of all the arrests or police contacts of the entre cohort. The B
that a few cnminals commit most of the cnme evolved from nr:.mz_n_v,‘n_o:m wid
the hope that there was some way to identify these persons before they embarkeg
on their criminal careers.

banop, Office.

ntury hyg

“Offenders”
Elisa Kelly and George
Robinson

Mother and Stepfather

Cecilia Ruiz

Single parent—two
children ages 6 and 8
Jessica Hall
Unemployed mother of

three children with Marine

husband serving in Iraq

Lewss “Scooter” Libby

Stephen May

Genarlow Wilson

Description Sentence

Hosting drinking party for son’s Original sentence of

nine friends at parent’s home 8 years—later reduced
to 27 months

Prior Record Crime

None Nine counts of
contributing to
the delinquency

of a minor
None Forgery Deleting a DUI conviction from 42 months
the county DUI database
None Throwing a Threw a cup of McDonald’s 24 months
missile at an coffee at another car that cut

occupied vehicle  her off while driving

None Four counts of  Provided false testimony 30 30.....:13.22
perjury to U.S. Attorney by President Bush

None Child Inappropriately touched two 75 years
molestation girls and a boy; there was no

sexual activity or penetration e
None Aggravated child 17-year-old male had consensual 10 <n~a\§w~=m3.2
molestation oral sex with 15-year-old girl ata totwoyears N
party that was videotaped. Supreme Cou

SOURCE. Unlocking America Why and How to Reduce America’s Prisan Popul , N 2007 (

DC JFA ) p-2
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WHO GOES TO PRISON

1o the carly 19805, Peter C:.«:.f.,.ocn_ and his colle
-“2 out to idenaly “high-rate :mﬂe:.mea 1N samples of ineare
bers in Texas, Michigan, and California Greenwoog and Ma
pnsoners how much crime they had communed iy oy
n. Ten percent of their ,.:_uﬁ_n. stood out from g :;M
- cames they reported, and a set of chanctenstics &5:.“:77&:“:5”. number
h-rate offenders from the onr.ﬁ robbers and burglas g .m subgroup
ood and his associate at Rand Corporation, Susan ks ,_Z(““_ ._,_mccmr
that persons identified by .:Sn_r::n L:w.: teristcs actually did oy P na“ F_.:.«
mit COMES ESEIAS e nrnnﬂa of high-rate offendery (@ findin n”..:.
caused Greenwood to recant his earlier claims), the idea of the high-rate :mx Lp.
reer crminal had Sr.a:._..c.E Even today, the CONCEPt of the cures ender
\tinues to drive America’s imprisonment binge.® This has e 2” cnmi-
he passage of many laws, such as truth in senten empli-

fied by ¢ €ing, mandarg
”».a without the possibility of parole, and three strikes and you're o_h,.\ v”_%:m.
i 0

which serve to send more people to prison for a longer penod of time.
In a series of longitudinal v.z&:;. Alfred Blumstein, along with v
coauthors, examined forty-one &322: ..:.:::i careers,” which they offer 1
2 category independent of &: of carcer criminal.” (All persons who are arrested
have a criminal career even if they commut one cnme, which would constitute
their entire criminal career.) Blumstein and his colleagues loc
male offenders who, instead of matuning out of crime like
of offenders, continued to commuit crime at the same rate throughout 2 relanvely
extended criminal career, that 15, until they were past 35 years of age. Blumstein
abstained from calling these people either high-rate offenders (actually, the
frequency with which they commutted crimes was relatively low) or career cnm-
inals. He recogmzed 1nstead that the 1dea of a career criminal umplies that certain
individuals have significant differences from other offenders and these differences,
whatever they are, propel them toward a career in cnime. This is particularly
essential in employing the concept of career ciminal in cnminal Justice decisions,
because there must be some way to disunguish career crniminals early 1n their
areers from the majority of offenders who do not persist in cnime.
Blumstein’s “pemsisters,” it turned out, were not identified until they were far
along on their criminal careers, and he and his associates could not locate “back-
ground” charactenstics that separated them from many other male offenders who
had less enduning cniminal careers. In estimating the effect of Blumstein's articles,
however, U.@m Greenberg points out that there is a tendency for “laypersons
to oversimphify, misunderstand, or lose sight of distinctions and quahfications cnm-
mologists make™ and to see in these studies the positive idenaficaton of the career
cmmnal. And this misperception definitely occurred, parucularly among criminal

Justce palicy makers. Charactenzing the search as fruitless, Michael Gottfredson
and Travis Hirschi noted:
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EM.N:“HM.MNEW :pﬁ E Washington, D.C. to discuss the future of crimunal
By 1k .E=_~ _, is ..”w:_:J,. The _u:m:Q. area for future research listed
Qreer :cnoM Snm,e& crnminal carcers.” ... Four years later the cniminal
ominates discussion of criminal justice policy and so controls
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NATIONAL TRENDS ON PRISON ADMISSIONS

There are three basic ways that you can be sent to a state or federal poa
First, vou can be convicted of a felony-level cnme and be sent diechs
{. you can be convicted of a felony-level cnme, but seme

pnson.” Second
a poson term. Should you fail to complee®

to 2 term of probation 1n lieu of
probation term for any of a vancty of reasons (for example, you are ¢

of another crime, fail to meet the terms of probation supervision, and s
your probation status can be revoked by the judge, and you can be sentce
w pnson. Third, 1f paroled from pnson, you can be readmuitted to pns
parole violator 1f you fail to complete the conditions of parole superss
you are rearrested and convicted for a new felony

In 2009, the last year that aggregate national-level daa ar

reported that there were an esnmated 674,707 admissions to sat¢ s
(see Table 2-1). As®*

another 56,153 sent to the federal pnson system

the tble, most of the state and federal admissions were new court €0 -
which means that they were not under parole supervision at the ame B9
convicted and sentenced to pnson. About one-third are parole v oo
bear in mind that embedded in the parole violation figure are people ¥
been convicted of a new felony while on parole supervision

e available, 1

WRU UUED 1V FRISON?

1 State and Federal Prison Admissions, 2009

Number T——

ional System

M%B_n prison Admissions 674,707 %
New Court Commitments 422910 To0%,
parole Violators 247,449 67%
Total Federal Prison Releases 56,153 B%
no:a;_o:mcvu-o_o Releases 51,524 100%
cio&_:o:u_ Releases 4628 wM”
SOURCE: US- Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Prisoners in 2009 Do =

Table 2-2 The Number of People Going to State Prison, 1999
2008, and 2009 » 2000, 2005,

State Prison State Prison % New
Year Population Admissions Commitments % Parole
1990 689,577 460,739 st Violators
2000 1,100,850 581,487 o 30%
2005 1,340,311 676,952 2% 7%
2008 1,408,479 690,954 o 38%
2009 1,405,622 674,707 7% 8%
% Change 104% 49% 6% ww”

SOURCE: US. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Spec
sal Report. T
(January 1999) US. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Prisonery M..\S in wCM:?i_;u i State Prisony
in 2008 (une 30, 2010)

Although the number of admissions has increased by 49
the state pnson population has more than doubled m_‘p.v_Wnﬂ,nuaﬁ e
“::n.:n in the pnson populanon, as compared to prison ;L::/,:ouw“_ _—Hre o
- —_ y , has oc
E.M._.M __”MM—M _a_p‘_.u.ﬂ___—__ 3::....__“.:5: .“i stay (or LOS) m pnson. m?::ﬁ:ﬂﬂ“
b s _:r rmw..v 3..: 21 months in 1988 to 29 months by 2006 °
o ioe may seem minimal, it has a dramanc mpact or h
: prison population. _u o
All corre
cuonal populations are the result of two key factors: admissions and

length of stay (
(or LOS). A correc :
ing formula ecuonal population is the function of the follow-

TN e
(Admissions X Length of Stay) = Correctional Population

As either, or 2
resulting :_Jﬂ.uc””_—”_,.:ﬂ“_.._”?n two population-dnvers change, so too will the
cach year, you can see that f on. Using the current number of 674.707 admssions
month will increase op | or each reducton or increase in the LOS by just one
(674,707/12 = 56,95 ower the pnson populaton by nearly 60,000 wnmates

Another
major tre
number of :2...&;%..:& shown in Table 2-2, alluded to in Chapter 1, 1s that the
15 - ;
sions began to decline in 2009. Why this is occurring 1 the
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Table 2-3 Percent of Court Dispositions for Felony Cases in 2006

Most Serious Conviction Offense Total Incarceration Prison  Jail  Probation Ot

Al Offenses 6% M1%  28% % 4
Violent Offenses 77 54 23 20 3
Murder/Manslaughter 95 93 2 3 2
Sexual Assault 81 64 18 16 3
Robbery 85 n 14 13 )
Aggravated Assault 72 43 30 25 3
Other Violent 70 39 30 26 '
Property Offenses 67 38 29 29 '
Burglary 73 49 24 24 )
Larceny 69 34 34 28 3
Motor Vehicle Theft 83 a2 4 15 p
Fraud/Forgery 59 32 27 35 6
Drug Offenses 65 38 28 30 ‘
Possession 63 33 3N 33 ¢
Trafficking 67 41 26 29 4
Weapon Offenses 73 45 28 25 1
Other Specified Offenses 70 36 34 27 i

SOURCE Bureau of Justice Statistics, Felony Sentences In State Courts, 2006, {December 30, 2009), Statstcs
tables: http#djs. ojp.usdoj gowfindex ctm My=pbdetail &iid=2152
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New Court Commitments o

006 Prison Admissio
of Offense for 2 ns: New Coun C
2 Mitmeny
s

27.6% Parole Revocatign,
Violent Offenses 28 32y
Homicde 06 15
KidnapPin9 15 Mw
9
”M“ sexual Assault M M 3
Robbery 95 11
Assault 16 88
Other Violent 276 15
property Offenses 5 33
gurglary 66 123
Larceny ; 16
Motor Vehicde Theft 26 55
i 04 &
Fraud 53 4
stolen Property 17 28
Other Property 12 i
Drug Offenses 306 325
Possession 88 97
Trafficking 13 "
Unspecified Drug 88 83
public-Order Offenses 137 102
Weapons 38 4
owl 44
Other Public-Order 55 ”“
Other Offenses 05 g

SOURCE LS. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Natronal Corrections Reporting Program (May
w0

dtate prison. For those convicted of the most sernious cnmes, the rates A
higher, with three out of four convictions resultng in v:é:.::k_ o

These data also mean that most people sentenced to prison were admited f
cither nonviolent cnmes or no crimes at all (technical parole violaton). As ._. A.:
in Table 2-4, the vast majonty (about 75%) has been sentenced for v:,.n:.,,., “”J«._,H_
or public order cnmes. But these data provide very litde __:‘c_,:;:h,: o: su ﬂ
imporant items as the number of prior prison terms or pror felony convic -

About 30 percent of all prison sentences are for drug w b one-thi
g cnmes, with one-third

being for s
g mple possession. By contrast, in 1960, the proporuon of prison admis-

sions for »_Et mes was only “rcen perc 8
ly 5 pe cent
‘ m ) \ P : 1981, the per entage was :::.

)
Sl B s It 15 also no conaidence thar as the proporuon of pnson
g cnmes has increased, so have the proportions of nonwhites

being se; :

g sent to prnson. Since 196(

& o ) -

10 50 percent . this proportion has increased from 32 percent
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1981

percent of State Prison Admissions by Drugs and Race

2006

FIGURE 2-1

Finally, we should note that the vast majority of pnison admission

i probagon and parole but failed to no_:v_.ﬁn those forms of comm,
supervision. We have .&,B;.,, noted that uvo:_ one-third of the prison 4 QEEEME:
people who fail parole after being released from pnson. But there is another large 555
of people who fail to complete probanon and are sent to prison for one of two apsg
One group probatoners who are no:.sﬁnm of another felony crime while >
probanon and are sentenced to pnson for }m new cnme. The second groy X
probanoners W ho fail to adhere to the rules of probaton and are arrested by, ﬂo.”
convicted of a new felony cnme.

There are no direct nanonal statistics on how many probation violatr 4,
being sent to prison. The Bureau of Justice Stauistics (BJS) does report on the :E_H
ber of probation terminations and the percentage of terminations thy s.nm
revoked and were re-inc arcerated. In 2009, there were 2.3 probation terminations
65 percent of these successfully completed probation. At the same time, 16 percent
were revoked and were incarcerated. That rate would mean that some 37
probanoners were re-incarcerated, which would be over 50 percent of the
675,000 pmnson admissions. However, we cannot assume that all of thee
re-incarcerations would represent people being sent to prison. Some portion nuy
reflect people who are detained at the local jail level for their revocaton heanng
and are then reinstated on probation supervision.

There are data from selected states that are more precise and give us a bettar
idea of what portion of the pnson admussion stream are probation violators In
Kentucky, 53 percent of the prison admissions are probation or parole violatons
In California, over 60 percent of the prison admissions are parole violators. Dau

are pe
o)
who were ple

WU UUEs 1w s N

New Sentences,
30%

Probation
Violators, 35%

FIGURE 2-2 gstimated Percent of New Prison Admissions by Reason for Prison Aq
Mission

¢ states like Texas, Nevada, and Michigan suggest that 5 m

md.: o::.
palf of the new court 3::::337.:.4_.:cE:o:So_.:c? Thus, ¢
AQE_E& at 70%) of the pnson admission stream consists of either probatio,
parole violators (Figure 2-2). As the probation and parole populations :.nhﬂ”
___naz <

¢ a growing number of these people sent to
ill be 3 gOWINE i Prison. In esence, the
entire correctiona:

uch as ope..
he majonty

| system 1s feeding on its own high rates of failure
All of these statistics suggest that a significant number of ?.o,v_n are be
sentenced to prson for relatively minor cnmes. This is nort to say iy ng
got offenders who are highly dangerous and need to be mcarcerated ..cMJ are
periods of ume. But what proportion of these half-million prisoners are :”wn
dangerous and require long-term confinement? To answer this question re Y
2 more detailed analysis of who goes to pnson. quires

A CLOSER LOOK AT WHO GOES TO PRISON

Quanatative data are unable to paint a complete picture of the criminal hfestyl

or the types of cnmes committed by the present prison populanon. The o.=_9_ ”
way to better understand who is going to prison is to examine .ra:. social M ,
cnminal w»..._.nnaccs& prior to being sent to prison. In the social sciences, ,~:r
analysis s referred to as ethnographic studies. Such studies of prisoners in . .—u_a‘.__
and prison admissions in particular are extremely rare. Due to funding :..E_MM_N
and the advent of high powered computers and statistical software vwnr._mﬁ .,n””
H:h-:o_oﬁﬁa ever spend any substantial time in correctional facilites. F..:n:.
- MM_ MMM-“ " h“.__“wn_,nmwu_r_“”” M...oq ov,w..j:n prisoners. <.:.E._=v. all of the major

) 3 reports that are quanttative studies.
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after a prisoner serves a significant proportion of the ongnal sentence. o] zﬂxea

; ough

a parole board exists, 1t has no authonty to grant a release. Althoy oh I
Jetermunate sentencing 1aw chminated discrenonary release by the paro] Nois'y
the vast majonty of inmates must serve some vn:oa of parole EanZon 73:_.
W ashington uma_:nm sentencing mcanr.:nm with the specific godl o..:

ing lengehs of stay for mmates convicted of violent cnmes. Because é.u”_ncr
chminated parole a part of 18 sentencing guidelines reform act, very few Ington
were released to parole, and thus very few violators returned to v_\do: .h_:.:a
ntencing scheme that allows inmates to be qn_n.uanﬂe
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rmunate se
er serving %E.c!::.nz 20 percent of the ongnal senten,
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wed these persons in lengthy open interviews; we covered
criminal acavites 1n the period before the current .53.35 %_2
ces of their arrests. The information gathered from the =.=3 -
ted by the arrest records along with police and EcaH“
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HOW SERIOUS ARE THEIR CRIMES?

cepuon of street crime 1s that growing numbes
of people are engaged in very senous crime. To evaluate the seventy of the cnms
committed by inmates in our samples, we used an objecuve measure of senows-
ness from the public’s perspecave based on data gathered 1n 1980 by the Centr
for Studies n Criminology and Criminal Law at the Umvemity of Pennsylvana
In the center's survey of cnme senousness, 2 national survey asked 5200
Amencans to asign a numenical score to a short descripion of 204 cnmunal @
which reflected the respondents’ perceptions of the crimes’ seriousness. For exi
ple. two of the acts described were “A person, using force, steals property worh
$10 from outside 2 building” and “A person, using force, robs a vichm of $1.00

An essenaal part of the public con

WHO GOES To PRISON
?

No v—_vdﬁ_ harm occurs.” The center -—
scores.” which ndicated the relanve seventy 2, N W
We observed that if the acts involved mp s (e, "corey ntg «
000, the use of a weapon, use of :Sc”:. njury, the
received 4 score of more than 5 on the nn:.?._“. or th
ae” cimes: If they mnvolved theft of over «:,.h ale
murder, ales of heroin, or the smuggling of 000,
more than 10. We considered these “serious” QHnocQ.
homucide, a child vicum, or kidnappin 1es. If they ;
than 15. We labeled these “very senous” cnmes mn.,:j rece)
chancteristcs received a score of less than 5. We 2_._:5 S that lackeg
such acts from the survey were: “A person breaks ed these Vet AN Of these
steals merchandise worth $10” and “A person smok 0 2 deparyy CTmes. Ty
We sorted the cimes of our sample 1nto Sno €3 Marijugy, » N store o
userious,” and “very senous” according to 525«0:2 “petty "
qummanzes the results of this distnbution. [n M,rn_ ¢ Y
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the resule that the majonity (50 to 70%) are %Hﬂ _M< or dug ey t mog
ed as Minimy

these o

fang
hrea

over $1 .
© selling o " Y, heg

nTﬂ% rec

=<9_ena b

ved 3 SCO; pe, man.

haracy

n
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d_m\ M__”E?Eo: on cnime senousness was somewha dy
states. ington, which has the lowest rate of incarc t different in ghe g,
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n

also had the |
¢ lowest proportion of petty felonies (31%) and the high three stages
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CHAPTER TWO

(30%) of serious cnmes. This 1s t0 be expected, ._v.i ashington had
sentencng guidehnes that v:ﬁoﬁ? restrict the use of prison for nonvio)
property cnmes. [llinots, which had a medium rate, did not differ very my
the total sample. Nevada, which had the highest rate of the three S
hnghest rate m the nation, 319875 had the lowest proportion of St ﬂ_ra
and very senious crimes (4%) These different pattems between the three gy (5%
venfied the vahdity of the ampling methods. States yl,
These findings show that over half of the people being sent to prsop 4, ;
three very diverse states arc beng 3:..«0_. petty cnmes, which are crimeg 5”72
aggravatng features—that is, no significant amount of money, no injury, o no
other feature that would cause ordinary citizens to view the cnme as ?Emss,
senous. The following are pamave descniptions of three typical petry QHN.

n:k‘ﬂa
ne and
ﬁr ?vs

from our sample.
George, a 17-year-old black youth, was arrested for possession of 2 stolen
vehicle. He had been kicked out of school in the ninth grade. Since then
he had worked at a couple of jobs—a small soul food restaurant and ; ﬂa.e
ganage fixing cars He had not been working for a while. He had _Xn:,
arrested a few nmes before, once for curfew, another for shophfting A
couple of months before this arrest, he was arrested for “busting a car
window ™ “A man tried to hit me with his car, and I swung at him and
broke his window. 1 got three months’ supervision.” On the current arres
he was caught inside a car trymg to steal the radio. “They said [ busted
the window, but 1t weren't locked. He [the policeman] took the screwdmver

| was using and put 1t 1n the lock and said I was stealing the car.” He was

sentenced to three years in pnson

26-year-old black man, dropped out of high school in the tenh
ked at several unskilled jobs as a teenager but started getung
into trouble when he was 17. After several arrests, he was sent to pnson for
aggravated assault aganst a relative. He served three years and then another
year and a half for violation of parole. He had been out for two months
when he was arrested this time. He was living with his grandmother, “wymne
to stay out of trouble.” He was not able to find a job and was living on
general assistance. He was caught in an abandoned school where he and soax
, were looking for junk metal that they intended to scl

" The school had been abandoned for six yean
catedly. He received seven

Junmy, a
grade. He wor

other young mer
for “some loose change.”
and local people had been stealing from it rep
years for burglary.

Edmond was a 50-yecar-old white carpenter who worked in Flonda n
the winter and Seattle in the summer. He had been arrested once 22 Y&
before for receiving stolen property. He was passing through Las Vegas
on his way to Seatle and said he found a billfold wath $100 on 3 bar j
where he was dnnking and gamblhing. The owner, wh B
taking 1, turned him . He was charged with grand larcen
three years.

o suspected b
y and rece¥®

WHO GOES TO PRISON?

Twenty-mine percent of our sample fell mto the “moderate”
but many of these were mvc,ﬂﬁ.na because the charges inyo]
gorys of heron of cocaine. Most of our sample's heromn of
or S_QF_ only very small amounts of the drugs, and the persc ¢
ere small-fry, as the following cases indicate -

severity cae.
ved —«055:
OCaINe cnmeg
::.o?« f :JQ\ .
dealers, W
Luis, 3 ue&.BTQE Puerto _N_Q:.E_K._,_ mn Chicago, had never be
pefore. He had been a member of Latin gangs but in recent years
Jess contact with them. He used cocaine occasionally and 7=rm
ot of gUYS who dealt cocaine. He was nding with a friend on
and the police pulled -rn.:_ over because they were not wearing
police found a packet of cocaine on his fnend and several on ¢}
around them. He and his fiend were charged with possession
Luis Was sentenced to three years

Felix had been 1n trouble on the West Side of Chicago since he w

old. He had dropped out of school n the eighth grade and was s 10 years
several times before he was 18. He had served three pnson .nﬂ.:»:.?."na

At 26, he was living at home with his mother, “taking litde side ,_““m. .
hustling a ttle. He sad he wanted “an average job and to go h .
and emoy life.” On the present arrest, he was nding wath :._,, ﬁ_ﬂ:n il
the police stopped them. The police sad they had a report .r.w:. nend, and
woman were selling drugs out of a car i that neighborhood j“ :.:.: and 3
one bag of cocamne (0.5 grams) on his girlfnend’s side of the ¢ ey found
hum. He was sentenced to two years. ar and arrested

n arrested
had less ang
around with 2
2 motorcycle.
helmets. The
1¢ ground

of cocaine

Robbenes were considered at least moderate cnimes be.
officials, and enminologrsts invanably view robbery as a serio i ey
_aﬂ., me (government agencies that compile :._\95? on p_”_mﬂzm_«ms._ s
“ . ” ) .
”czﬂaw_“:hm___ﬂ .,:MR_.M.M n“_ﬁnﬂa,w. In actuality, however, many Brvnhw m__mﬁn”
ot L _.”u R.. .“a. 1em. The following accounts,
consider them senous or 5”_“.._: :.__”“._“« SO

for example,
ajonty, would not

Darryl was a 21-y
_:::r:n ?c“«M“u V*M._M,_A...”u W_pnr man n:,n.a on the South Side of Chicago in
e e ropped out of school 1n the tenth grade and had
umes for minor ::_:.“ 7.: mmmum-wage jobs. He had been arrested three
1o convictions. In this M._.:n_i. disorderly conduct, and manjuana) and had
bomow some moner c_r_ _#. e J.:_ gone to a neighborhood drug dealer to
coming to town and [ w s girdfnend’s watch because lus “brother was
The desler offered ok «_“__d”ne_ to have some money to do things with him.”
would give him $40 ¢ ' ?: only gave him $20, telling him that he
Wwhen he finally enco a .,.-., Darryl did not see the dealer for two weeks, and
_._Ea he did not haye .._____.«:““,“ r:m_ and asked him for the money, the p_p..»_l
.u“_,_rn drugs, Darryl sy the M” nJL Dam QETJ.. When he was showing

8 dealer wyg y, hipping” atch and grabbed for it. They fought and the
vwr::.::J‘_va.rq- E::.&S&irn_vﬂ_

ul’




Then the dealer gave Darryl the ;..,.?r Three days later, :..h.. )
o » to his apartment and arrested him for robbery and assault
ﬂ_—__”g:f“:n and later went to a jury tnal H”M._CJ.T_*E::_ him ng, .
pmrﬂe.:nm assault and was hung on the ro .an : owever, Darpy) ra‘ .
from the court while they were mn__fazmzv A_n .H_n- tumed himges in
bail was set at $150,000, and the public defender talked him mto p|

cad
Ity to robbery He was sentenced to pnson for three years. ing
guairy

Ruchard graduated from high school in Seattle and went intg the i
services. After being discharged, he went to cosmetology schoo] sid e
for 13 years as a cosmetologst. Three years ago he began _33::ﬁ e
trade and worked part-ume in a pnnt shop. He had started using Mg
and heroin i high school. i:m: he was working as a cosmetologise, b =
his wife “got into coke, heavy. He had several amrests for dnving whye
under the mfluence and one for child molesung. “That was 3 mistake fiea
drunk and high and | just got camed away with this young gy
last arrest, he and his wife decided to change ._ma:. lves and quyt ,
“I became responsible and became manager of Super Cuts, But after o s
I got bored and started hanging around with my old m._nsnr. They were
freebasing and pretty soon I was back into drugs heavy. I left my wife 304
moved in with a friend. I couldn’t believe that [ :.&._2 my life get 5o fackeg
up again, so | wentinto a drug program, but I didn’t get along wieh the
director. After three weeks I med coke again. And T was right back into
the same lifestyle. I needed money, so decided to rob some stores, | tobbed
the same store three times, a convenience store like 7-Eleven. 1 got abou
$50 each nme. | tucked a BB gun in my belt and went in, showed the ded
the gun in my belt, and asked for the money. In court the clerk said [ yy
polite.” He was sentenced to five years.

He way
t guiley

After gy,
Il drugy

About 18 percent of the sample fell into the “senous” and some “very senou”
crime ratngs n our samples. Two were very serious armed robbenes (the
involved larger amounts of money and people were threatened duning the robber.
ies). There were seven first-degree homucides (2% of our adjusted samples), a4
three were gang-related. The following 1s one:

Pamell, a 20-year-old member of the Disciples, had dropped out Q.x_gco_.
and hung around with his neighborhood branch of the gang since :n.f. 13
He had never held a job and was arrested fourteen or Eu.qn: ::.3:-2
activities related to “gang banging,” mostly possession of weapons.” He v
arrested once for robbery when he was 17. “The guy | was walking (:n.J_.
strong-armed some guy. But I wasn’t into robbing, just gang ?:m“”% ,rw_y,
night of the murder, he and some of his gang were ata skating nnk, wh
was the location of many altercations between nival gangs. I_., group “w,
guy from another gang who they thought had robbed one of ther ?_. ,ﬂ
They chased him, and one of them beat him with a baseball bat. He &» .
week later. Pamell was the only one convicted because “I was the only one
witness identfied.” He received twenty-five years.

urred durnng drug r¢
7 uades occ
¢ hon

,r-old black man, was sent to pnson when he vy 17

>b~_=.=f_ battery. “Some guy broke out the windows of 3 neighbor of
-d batte
vate

> 3 24-Y¢ for

agsr 5 court and after the court a :E: broke out and they arrested
rent 10 o )
un¢ | ,’n:‘ [ serving ﬁ:u_:nn.: ::::rf he r::_ﬂ_w:L tWO years n com-
* After s¢ < 5 ‘
Jl of us- ! t nd had been working for five years as a roofer He vy
and N4 Q

ege X
munity colleg Jean life in the suburbs of Chicago— working, playing
S

v a ; ‘
he W ing g care of his common-law wife and her son

“They wid
takin Y sai
pasketball “___‘,g:::é kicked 1n the door, and demanded drugs and money
0 O ) '

| went ¢ hot the man The woman 1n the house identified me. The pohce X
and then ,.M an anonymous phone call and ._:\.v. arrested me. They sud ,
had Zﬂ.ﬁha_rn house, but they didn’t find any fingerpnnts. The descnption !
arche: I L
“__M gave the police didu’t it me
of the homicide cases, people were convicted of killing their grl-
In two ne. 2 33-year-old Cuban man who had never been in troube before
?nn&r—::wu f.,.o__naa steadily was convicted of killing his girlfriend
and who

1 an accident. T was fighung with my girlfnend. She bothered me alot
::V 2 son with her, and she was wantng me to leave my wife. We had been
“ king and we got into 2 fight. 1 hut her with my fist and killed her

rin

Most of the senious crumes (53%) were sex crimes. .:,nx..ﬂ:.n?_ from child
molesting to rape, and most were acts commutted against famuly members of
close associates. These are semous cnmes, but n should be noted again that
most of them depart from the popular images of cnme and criminals in which
2 menacing stanger 1s the perpetrator. The other serious cnmes were robberies
(17%), attempted murders (8%), manslaughters (12%), and drug charges (10%)
Several of the robbenes and drug cnmes do approach the popular image: that
i, they involved larger amounts of money, threats or njunes to vicums, or larger
amounts of cocaine or heroin.

PATTERNS OF CRIME

The concept of a crcer cnminal s now entrenched i cnminal Justice—
3 dnmanc rethinking of policy and pracuce. In the United States, legislators,
Judges, and prosecutors have passed laws to extend sentences, hav
or have granted longer sentences, because they hold this
high-nate offenders. The habitual offender and three
this (See Chapter 9 for a full
populations). To test the

e recommended

belief in the prevalence of .
stnkes laws are examples of
discussion of these laws and their impact on pnson
vahidity of the “career crimmal” view pomt, we focused
on patterns of offending among our surveyed convicts. We
Pattems—"into cnime,” “crime episode,” *
and “dereliction”

v:.?:.::: of o

discovered five disunct
one-shot cnme,” “being around cnme,”
—that are defined and sumnmarized here. Figure 2-4 indicates the

rsample that corresponds to each crime pattern
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Crime Episode  Being Around Derelicts

One- N
Jnto Crime Crime Shot g

4 Criminal Pattern of Prison Admissions in lllinois, Nevada, and <<~5_§S Stae
FIGURE 2-4 Cri

Into Crime (43%)

" o« ” o

. call themselves “thieves,” “hustlers,” “dope fiends "
s ._._=o 5::.: oy understand as identiies within particular criming)
bangers, W _:1_‘~ r» « atterns of cnme consistent with these 1dentites an
They also follow the _,ﬂ_:.;. attempt to steal large amounts of money  throyg,
. 95..:7|._:.Z_,f:3 they “hustle” on the streets, making money iy
burglanies and ro h.:_:.g_.:w habits by selling drugs and stealing; or they hang
they can; they .q__-_».? “homeboys,” wear their gang’s colors, steal, and figh y
out with __i_q:_”:“u: descnbed carlier, was a gang banger into cnme. Berray, ,

’ .

”u_“”.”- HH%«EEE. a dope fiend, were all nto cnme:

or ..G.;m
Systemy
d cnpy,.

Bertram says he “started a life of cnme™ when r.n was in high school
J i 17. every weekday he and older fnends walked from ther
NM_H,_W._“M_MM.M ::. the South Side of Chicago to Hyde Park, ». :J&THE.
racully mixed neighborhood, and fc_ﬁ_.‘:g»_:wc.:n :_o”ﬂ_,ﬁ ﬁvdn, q_ﬂs ™
jewelry, and any other thing they could sell. “It was like a jo ey wen
sht house and arrested. Bertram was sentenced to three years m
g ﬁ‘ﬂ“ﬂ. he got out of pnson, his brother and sisters were living
M.“.»_s_-ﬂ.a younger brother was selling cocaine. Bertram :cvv”..a r.:r:”:hr
had 1o L.E.: them with money. So he z..:nu.__ 7_5“_.‘..”:5",._“ ,__cE.M, ) ..5.1.
on the West Side at night. Then he and his “rappies™ pulled sixteen armed
robberies of gas stavons and convenience stores

{ . the:
In one week. he savs, they made 87,000 apiece. After the last qﬁggra
; Vs, ( . o
were pulled over by the police, who found guns in their car. He rec
ten-year sentence.

]
'’ was convian
Donald sarted using herom and cocaine when he was 19. He

 jail. He wo
of burglary when he was 25 and served six months in the county )

WHU UUES 1w rniaunN s

session of drugs when he was 29 34 receved 2 yeyy 1 th
con As soon as he got out, he was amrested again (o, burglary 4ng )
suate prson ears. He says he did not want to go back (o drugs, by, he
cerved four ye ¢ getting OU and got high with him. He b
fnend nght .-:M__m. He ,cf he was pulling one or two by
= «ealing ..T:.:w; because the police knew him tog w
could Ot i rying to pry open a door of a construction bugpe
he was 2:%.:”4”0 attempted burglanes. At 33, he says he Wans o stop
sa”_..__. ﬁ_u,—n does not know how. He says he s gettng tired ng

victed of PO

et 3
 quickly addicreq
irglaries 5 day. M,

con
drogs.

ere commueung crmes _,c._u:_h_«. It 1S accurare

Since Sn‘ ¢ sample who were into cnme as high-rate offend
43 percent of M:: more than half (57%) had served a prior
high-rate offen ni.En sentence. However, most of the ac
32 percent ajuv f petty cnmes. All of our data strongly
were convicted © v”nar.o? most were disorganized, ung
than beng M__M_ﬂ”ovﬁi seldom engaged in violence or
EE”_:o:Q, from their cnmunal acts.

y W 10 View the

ers. Of these
Prson sentence, and
ave offenders (59%)
suggest that, ragher
killed, undisaiplined

made any sigmficang
C

amount of

Crime Episode (19%)

These inmates had engaged in a cnme episode or spree, Many had commutted

.« in some earlier period; some had even been into crime Unlike the
e up. these offenders had less severe histones of Pror ncarcery
9__“_« uw“:__g_w (33% had a pnor prison term) or as juveniles (26%
“Mcn.wv But for an extended penod, perhaps after a jail or priso
they had lived a relatively conventonal life.

“into
uons,
had a pror
N sentence,

._c:c_snn_ a Laon gang when he was _w..c< his _xnw year he had been
arrested three tmes in acuvities with his homeboys™ (the Lann Kings). For
the last, a residential burglary, he served a county jal sentence
on probanon for two years. After that, he pulled back from g
was still hanging around with some of his old friends
comer dnnking, but we didn't think of ourse
ourselves as an organization. We tried to protect all the old people, to stop
the blacks from robbing them.” He was working steadily at the Golden
Grain packinghouse making $7 an hour. “I was going to work there the rest
of my life.” He had a car and a girlfnend, and they were buying furniture—
a bedroom set. The cnime he was convicted of occurred early on a Sunday
moming. He had been partying at a house with his friend—"smoking,
dnnking, and snorting " Somcone borrowed his car and did not bning it back
to the house. He was angry about this. A fiend gave him a nde home, and
on the way, he said, “Someone said, ‘Let’s go rob someone
Let's go, Il do it." | don' remember much about it A wh

sabbed in the stomach and neck. For all I know, the other guy in the car

did 1. Tt was stupid. I blacked out from the nme 1 got home unul the police
@me.” He received six years for attempted murder

and was placed
ng banging but
“We hung around the
Ives as a gang We thought of

"1 guess | sud,
ite guy was

N
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) ~.w black students In his hugh school in Mon
e 25 also selling Seags: 1 ancredl iy o
the star football 2.:,_.2:,._,_%:”” e e _::ﬁ:.n ::Ea,sr:p.
on Fnday and ;.u.:“.,. They wouldn't _2. me slay Esotball afie ol L
o prove myse’ he house, so he lett for OKlahoma wath sope )
1 out of ._: but could not find a job. He began hinging -
= g Zc__:., who were “gong to discos ._‘_:_ being cog| He Wy
o n:m_?_uj and received - years' probation. He Went g,
i ?E.M. Fr_rs ho was mn the air force. He joined the amy, o,
Califorma with a ?,..: o ety s b »
marned, and had :,c__z. Jmy. He stayed in Fort Lewss, E.Z::m.c_r .
was discharged trom c:w.::‘:c:. living across the street from 4 e
worked part-ome _.s.r: g s the e o o -
where drugs were .,w_:m.. make some money. So I started selling o 1
g f::d nted me to set up my supplier, so 1 went back ¢,
e ;. 4 had got out, so the other dealers told me to get
the comer, but the 5::7 d g o, e e dednt ol e 4
con bl d umself into a drug program, by, sh
1e heavily. He tume : n
o ne. He went back to the house and found her 4 beg
continued to use :.4_%._ r—nr& gy s gk SOP - w o
" adappng . p_ 1d and served two years in a Cahfornia Prison. He wy
s r:__:_é__ﬁ :_-“ w”:__ upon release and charged with unlawful deliver
transferred to Washing

ift ¢ —Jﬂrf
{ drugs for the earlier arrest He received fifteen mo
of drugs 10

tang ang

ras ON :
Ruc hard w2 LE_:::

rying ¢
father put it

some of th

out of town.

Being Around Crime (18%)

afth (18%) of our sample were “corner boys,” .,:ns .s.ro were :5._
s o oy class neighborhoods in which street cnme 15 3 promunen
et e e 2,.., &52 shborhoods, particularly young males, regularly com
gt ::.,~n ,Aw._zm males avoid regular participaion i cone but
B e :_— A of life around them. Many of the males, particuliry
e .2:.:.::_; regular involvement in cnime and do not thuk
' numinals, ..:,n. at nisk of being arrested 72.:7”. H_d_ﬁ. .Mn,r_.s.
s 5».:1...7 . ” and police regularly patrol these neighborhoc : 0 ~.
ugrlade. ,:”c_;/d:n: confronted by police, these comer .9.«: _
ey exhibic T ‘ho behavior that provokes hosule reactions 3:,7...
e g S _:..: boys are often present at cnmes being r,::_”::n,,:
e »o_ﬂ:— nder special circumstances—such as when t 3.2.1 )
friends o Teltiys, At : ::,_: Aly onented acquaintances, saving D:...E ::....,
ey 3| ,H~ F__:,”“._..n M_M___:n .E.Cra advantage of an opportumty for finas
S, Intoxicated, \ :
MH”ML__?. are drawn nto the nm_:_:_ﬁ,__c“«”” M_HH:__»MF..::? —
Once arrested, their comer boy or ¢ - )

s o e
e young men &
-5 will treat these yo N
- sys, and judges v T
hat police, distnct attorney : . S
g cy actually were L:c:«: bl

hey
younger ones, though they

were more cnminally mnvolved :::._: e x sall
of our comer boys were convicted of petty crmes. )

WHO GOES TO PRISON)

erms (8%) and/or juvemle terms (15%,

The
r Qisesy
adult pno nbed 1n the section on cnme serousness are Xarmgle aM Damyj ud
S -
_ﬂovn.z__uMS:m are two more examples: this Patte
o
.—dn fo

is an 18-year-old black youth raised on the
_._...n the Disaples from ages 12 to 16, but he
He was _“_nn told me to get out of the gang They hate y When y
nﬁ:;:wc..ﬁn right at my door waiting for me." He r:cvv& :S: f
50 En_w__,. the tenth grade. He had gotten into a Jipe trouble w%.w: w_nr
,.a_,_co nd the theft of a moped, for which he recerveq WO yeary' § ﬂc:ﬂ
fights u let me nde it. I didn’t know he had stole ¢ " A, the tme ﬂ: rEos
én mE_x was staying off the streets. “l had a girlfnend wyyy, two ra,_f_n_
arrest, ~¢h her father. | would go over to her house and suy ,)) ' 8 3
- s_..m and watch TV, clean the house, help with the kids " Op ¢, nh
sit M__3:~:3r he was going to his grandmother's to ge¢ something :aa. )
o.\_ :E: who worked in that area stopped to question him, “There's a
e _RM there that looks like me. He would get into 3 feyw things. The c._E<
.qm__u what was [ doing over there. I wrestled with him and s gun :“_V_ =
M:.nc_‘ his holster. I kicked it and ran. They got me later. They found out
[ didn't do nothing so they L.:Enm* me with taking his gun." He received
five years for disarmung a police officer.

Mau South Side

Of Cye
a-cvvna ik a

"My

U ?.._: our,

20

Eddie is a 32-year-old black man :.__c was rased in Little Rock, Ao
His mother supported the family of six kids. She worked a cook in 3
motel, and they lived i a housing project. He quit school in the minth
and went to work as a busboy in the motel. He worked there for seven yeu
ending up as a cook. He got marmed n Little Rock to 2 woman with 3
daughter. They moved to Seattle, where he .z,c_.rﬁ. at sevenal jobs, the lag
one as a supervisor of a janitonal crew 1n a federal bullding. Years before,
the police had arrested him in an apartment he managed. The charge was
dismussed. This was his only prior arrest. In Seattle he spent a lot

of ime
playing basketball. He was on a team sponsored by the Momons. He was

the top player and scored 36 points in one game. He started
around one of the other players who was using a lot of cocaine. Eddie Qys
he “sort of took this guy under his wing.” He started using cocaine with
him. His wife objected to this, so Eddie stopped. He
get his fnend to stop also

grade

hanging

says he was trying to
One night he took his friend to his frend's

apartment to collect some money from his roommate. Eddie sayed in the
cr. The friend and the roommate got into a fight over the
friend ended up stabbing the roommate
them of robbing him, and Eddie was arr
on his own recognizance, but after a we
Want to supervise him. He was held in ¢

finally he pled guilty. The public defender told him since he had admitted
V_M_zm there he would not be able to win a trial. “I decided | was going

1 ead and getat over with and get on with my life.” He received five years
for robbery )

money, and the
The roommate accused both of

ested for robbery. He was released
ek the supervisor said she did not
he county jail for five months, and

Ill’




CHAPTER TWO

Dereliction (6%)

mpletely lost the capaaity to hve in organizeq Socie
These men had »M _“_ e of physical survival. All had been Ncarceryee
had teetered on the ¢ wnm drugs and alcohol, usually from the, &
_and most u 0id COMMItUNG SCNOUS CNMES (t0 avoid g,
y GM_,_H. .H_,< robbed, burgled, or committed some
prson), __:_.M Mﬂo: assault, sexual aa,—..::o:a .__:a sm_hoq ._m”omﬂ,__
(for exampic, . .77. very petty, theiwr repulsive disreputal Lty
re invanably

by. Som,
a 1 _D_
m
1< tee
carly hife i
Though they other _.o_._?

::Ewr ;3

and form,
ot
cnmes W¢ lted in impnsonment. This small group rua_ .Q:. ks i
iy _,1.”_ ,:. ath 71 percent ncarcerated as juvenles.'* The ?:oi:ﬁ are ty,
~cord (91%), W [
- mples of their cnmes and hfestyle
exar

{ 15 a 32-year-old black who grew up on the South Side of Chicyg,
Leonard 1§ 3

her raised seven childrer
. . he was small, and —E.:.cn s
ne Un_.a_wm_mwow”%ﬂ::n of school in the ninth grade and never had
welfare. He

3 steady
: 20s. He started to dnnk heavily wp,
) le unnl his early 2 Y When
job. He was “.__mun._ws_mn. was finst arrested when he was 15 and agay whep b
he was a teer

he was sent to youth nstitutions. He was arresteg for
was 17. Both :_:n.”~ ft as an adult and served two prison terms. He Jiyed 3
robbery and auto _:n Il he did was dnink. Three years ago it was discoyereg
his mother and says a f the liver. Two years before this imprisonmen. he
that he had :_i_oﬁ._h o other black man on the street. This man lived 1y the
and a fnend _‘OGVM r.“_n_cc them. His friend had a suck, and they were charged
:n_nrvcancc,_ _p‘”ozﬁ__d reccived probaton, but he quit reporung, and the,
H':_M“”va__“” and sentenced him to five years.

2 on the South
I sisters were raised by his nurse :E.%n_, on o
b rdy 4 b dnnking and smoking reefer at about 10" He
e mﬂﬂ wc “bad kids” and not going to school. He suned
nth the .
ng around wit | not go ool Hesm
was hang r:.EZn with the police, and then “they ,.:_: e _,_.ﬂ -
nto : e ,
getting y a small local gang, and they got into a lot n” w.n e o
He was i Disciples, a sphnter group of ::.. Disaples. iyl
p ni:n:nﬁ_ v._:“..:ﬂ_ when he was 16 for not mc::" 1o s¢ i
, ; wh £ 3 her you X
steady ?1*.. s school. He ran away and was sent to ..m:, e
. [ Ty a \
sent to .” :«r 17, he was arrested for robbery .:_q ”, B
s Seoe Prpa b 3 sas 22, he was ¢
non State Pnson) for six months. /<r¢: _.:,. s... b i e
(Hinos d sent back to pnson for five years | i
erelict. Hie h or drunk most of the tme. i
ke from a store. [ quit
; k™ [had no residence &
to the bowk
fnend

another robbery . ’

he has been a derelict. He stays hig ~
/ ' an

stealing petry things, ._::_::n—w:: ¢ ey

en ‘ca B

er out of me. [ beer . .

o i Some days before this arrest, he pe

B | “1 asked him tor my @ z
¢ with a W :2,,,

het and bt 7
over ad

d

slept anywhere he could| g
of a grlfnend and a man came t« o T
and he said, ‘Fuck you, punk.” | wen R il 1
cover | picked up off the street. He came iy e
.:«”_- _ﬂ 1. 1 went to the hospital, and when 1 g

in the heac
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Then a week later, | started a fire in 5 old
. 1

> U:_ESN next o
gmashed ___,‘»wo_m gidfnend told them who did it. [ was — o
4 :oEn‘nw W.c_.: years for atternpted arson.
He recetv

One-Shot Crime (14%)

. 49 ver '
mber of our sample (14%) had never been iny
nt nu

olved 1 scnouy
A sgnifica he current arrest. Something about the crime— Senousnesy op
c c
qme v«.o” nt._&?..i sentence—resulted in their Teceving a prsan sentence.
ted m % N
- Jo_ﬂ_ﬁan are two of these cnmes.
The fo! -

in Puerto Rico, and his father sent for him o come to
Jose was bom hen Jose was 10. He quit high school when he was
Massachusetts W nv when he was 20 “to get 2 GED™ and was a:::.:.nna
He joined the .:..Im worked as a baker for the next ten years for Nabisco
three years r:.”v to help a fnend run a grocery store. Then he worked for
e _—n_u Sanco, until the firm moved to Philadelphia in 1983, four
five w,z.m :.:In had _.:: found a steady job since. He had been marmed for
yeans _uw Mwna and had four daughters. At 46 he had no steady job and was
Mw“ﬂ__”_ha lot. He had a fnend who dealt in cocaine A narcotics under-
cover officer who had vnnq tyIng to set up his friend repeatedly asked
Jose to buy some cocaine for him. He :.....__v. did and was arrested He was
out on bail for two and a half years before sentencing, but the sentence
was mandatory.

4 Jumor

Donald was rased on a farm in lowa. Two years aft
school, he went nto business for himself. leasing hive:
businesses and had been selling mobile home running gear ever since. He was
marmied for ten years but separated five years before. He had been arrested for
fulure to pay child support, but nothing else. He was dnnking heawvily in the
st year of his marmage but had abou quit dnnking. All he w

“work[ing] my ass off in my business.
week. Most of the time

home running gear.”

er graduaung from high
stock. At 30, he changed

as doing was
I have been w orking seven days 3

l'am on the road with two helpers,
Three years ago, he
delivery wath o large truck and
pack, and a litdle Lage
Winois to unnate,
tuck. He sayy he
Donald he way 18
by the truck whe
been trying to

delivenng mobile
and two employces were m
traller. After dinner, (he
r they stopped on the side

aking a
v picked up a six-
of the road in a rural area of
He and one of the employees got back into the cab of the
thought the other employee, a 16-year old (who had rold
) was akso in the cab, but he was not, and he was run over
 Donald pulled oy onto the highway. “He mught have
o of boig »_”»_._._h.: ___:. tratler and fel) under the wheels.” They accused
»although he says he only had o couple of beers. “They

never ran 3 e 5 . 2 .
Ston me, and (he officer who arrested me testbied that 1 didn't

have 5|,

col i

w 101 0n my breahy Donald was convicte
n w Poson oy

d of reckless homicide and
4 year

a




E RECENT PORTRAITS

hat these descripuons of people being sene
cunate. While we were not able to condy
we were able to develop case studies of people
or violatung parole by committng new cnmes ey
These are ?.:_,_n who are part of the one-third of Prison ._,r:c.a of
violators. The methodology used w 3 10 trandomly e 5ign,
g to prson as parole violators after Z::vr.::x . ,” Cay

While most people who entered the program succeeded, y, “eniyy
u?nq_“_:._, faled One would have hoped they had “leamed” their _96”..6 an

one § ,

_z_.n longer were stracted to cnmunal conduct, but what emerges S 40

are

re very E::ur::i?ﬁ in therr cnmnal careers and contine ¢, Peop,
ﬂSE

2e

munal conduct

Prisop
@
Who we

One might arEue !
wlated a1 d no longer aC
oul ol

Jnstate sudy,

ted 10 prson f

Michigan
who are parole
of pnsoners retuman,

who 2
in petty
Caught In The Act Kevin and his young cousin decided (o
juin,c:& their spree n broad daylight by dnving into a Targe

They got out of their truck and proceeded to check car doors to fing those g,
were unlocked. They didn't know they were being watched by the bank o
across the street, who had immediately called 1:.. police. The patrol off S
amived just 1 ume (o €€ the duo leaving Target's parking ot they 5_9”9
the vicum's truck into their next _.:C:c:. the Home Depot Parking Jo ?d
v ._2,:.?.:;9_ there as police found a stolen purse n their vehicle &
All of the vicum's possessions were returned to her that day. Kevin blameg
his younger cousin for the plan. The young boy had to wnte a letter onk:
gize O the vicum, submit to a drug test, a curfew, counseling, and twenty hous
of probanon. Kevin was sentenced on a second-degree home invagion charge
carrying two to fifteen years; the assault, resisung arrest, and obstrucung 5 pokce
officer carmed 4 one- to (WO-year sentence.

go fycvw:,
t ?.r.:x rm

we

Groundhog's Day Michael loved stealing cars; unfortunately, he loved 1
steal them from the Shelbywille Garage on Tenth St. Michael's M.O. was the
ame as it was back 1n 2007; steal a car or a bike, get to the Shelbyville Gange
kick in the door panel, steal all the quarters from the register for gas money, uke
all the car keys from the wall rack, and pick a car to take for a nide. Based on 3
full confession to State Trooper Clute of the Michigan State Police, 2007 was
just the beginning. In 2008, Michael retumed to the garage by stealing 3 Chryser
to get hum there, kicked in the door panel, stealing the quarters for gas, and taking
an 1999 Olds Alero. On March 5, 2009, Michael retumned to the Shelbyvill
Garage on a bike he stole from his neighbor's backyard. Same scenano: kick
panel, take quarters, ke keys, take car. This ume he took a Ford Mustang fors
ride, but he rerumed it because 1t was a litle too fast for lum to handle He
exchanged the Mustang for a Chevy Impala and retumed later to take a Pontx
Bonnewille for a dnve, unul the head gasket blew.

fronically, Michael was stopped by the police as he was walking
He had six sets of car keys, three were to the cars reported stolen. He

down the

street

Seollecnon of trophies: the visor from g e
’ a
ustang, and a vichim's checkbook. Michael's :;w: a,
it
palice was “YOU know who [ am, just arrest me, the peye
. palic ¢
'

?xr«..

Mic hael was ¢

harged with breaking and entenng _E_Z:_r and
2 and ypj

o
, away motor vehicles and a Habitual 4™ offense (meanmng | i,
1 -~ th .
%.:72_.7_:,_:1 commuted his fisst and second felopyes s._r L 18 4 felony
u : 1 )
convic ¢ stated that he is out over $2500 f, Y€ on parg)e
S r _.nﬁrn:,_m r_nxz

Panels
at the
nie, hiy
oud of
e does

= owne! M
The Inmﬂa getung the cars cleaned after Michael's

S
nd kY felt sorry for Michael, but after the second

.E:n:: . . :.;En:u.:
first Lchy was gone Based on a defendant’s statement, Michye] :._:.:_a tur
nn__. :aﬂw

and dniving abilities. The intery
e g . Viewer stated that j
pot appear to have any remorse

Oy ndes. He said h

Crime Pays? In October 2008, u:»“:. entered a Kroger store 1o pick up 4
He deaded to grab the pune of an 82-year-old woman a5 she tumed ~$:,ng
her @It 1O pick up a donut Shane realized he was seen by an employee and ry =
the store Another Kroger employee chased hun on foot, but he loxt the g n: out

The vicum said she was going to purchase some donurs and did _‘EMV rw.
w get ber puse sticky. Though visibly shaken, she said she had w
§5 worth of coins in 2 change purse. She also stated that she
$300 in cash from her Obama sumulus check

Shane, highly ntoxicated, was apprehended with 2 blood sl 5
[BAC) of 0.116 percent on a bike. Shane wld the police they had ol M:.ﬂ:
m_:_ and then attempted to flee. The officer had a hold on his 5«29:5, - fq_““m
&d not get far. The officer stated that Shane conanued to Uy to run away, wigh
00 luck. Shane was aken to the ground and handcuffed. yet sall refused go M.u.qurh
mme

Shane was interviewed by the shenff department’s detecrive and conf
everything. He planned to go into Kroger’s and steal some dnnks and , essed
he had a “get away” bike wainng outside. He then went to the liquor m.caa
bought a botde of vodka, and got about §7 out of the purse and Q_F__Qw_:...
Shane cooperated and showed the detective where he had disiied the it
The pune was recovered with its contenss, except for the $300 sumulus .:cﬂ:Jn.

Shane was on parole at the ume of the cnme and was charged with ;,_.T
counss of retal :M:a with mandatory consecutive sentenaing, and he _u_qa”“
“no contest.” In the meanwhile, the vic :
contents back um stated that she got her purse and its

ant
credit cargs and
might” have hag

When the Bartender Doesn’t Like You Police responded to a call fr
bantender at a local pub ndicanng that one of his patrons was in possess i M
cocane. The defendant, Mr. McNeil, was situng in his green :::M sull __»-“szﬂ_n
_”Mrc.“_m _«”_“, ,“_Hz.vc__,n u:.:w.a. Mr. McNeil was unaware that standing outside
ot 7«:.% w._.w_:_, of bar patrons poinung him out to the police. The
e chin ,_,==. blocked hum with their patrol car, and approached
wugate. The officers told him to get out of the car; McNeil complied




CHAPTER TWO

d was asked a few questions, the last being “Wh,,
esponded, “Some drugs, 1t means nothing b
McNeil contnued 1o respond honestly to the officers. Wiy,
Why did he have the drugs? I'm a piece of shie Wy _.__.:_ of dn;
it he could He had people who would buy it ang 9« s g
Id a gram or two at the bar, just tonight. McNeil 41 en COnfgey
occasionally smokes crack, but had not in about ry, Stated ¢, the
h of s parked car, the officers found an o no Week,
| scale with white residue. The officers interviewed the v..}vn_: beer
e saw McNeil holding bag of what looked like cocaine %5::.5 why
to sell to two women at the bar, who he says ._2_5& 54: ..rxd.g
is job and bounced him, as the bartender called the Jomz The
McNeil had nme to leave the scene, but instead he got 1n -:uvnc ice
for awhile, then drove it to the parking lot exat. He then deaided 1o s there
, and st for awhile A field test of the substance found o ?m_:_.m hus ¢,
e. and he was arrested and transported to the Kent County nﬁ7n__ v
ere he was charged with possession with intent to an_.w:naoﬁ
«ession of open intoxicants in a motor vehicle Ver engy
ed that he did not remember selling any drugs or gy
got him arrested. All he remembered of the S3Ying g,
that nothing he said made sense TUght uy

with a search an
s
n «aE

vc_.—:.z: McNeil r

Crack
drugs? No, bu
that he had so
officers that he

In a further searc
digal
stated h
hum trying
bouncer did h

agaut
cocamn
Facility wh
cocame and po

McNel later stat
of the statements that
being put 1n the cop car and

it’s the Bike Police! Anthony was on parole. He was walk,

in front of the elementary school, when he saw 3 QH,M&S
purse n it Anthony also saw an opportumity to g ._5 n
es later, just a block or so away, the v:,_zn qaﬂﬂw_
amin Street that a man was in their rzrww

Stop,
Benjamin Street
window down and a
drug habit. Twenty mnut

to a call from a resident of Ben)

nummaging through a purse

A bicydle pauol officer saw Anthony who fit the description of the backy
le officer yelled, “Stop! Police!” and pedaled toward >.§n“.
Anthony ran through a park and jumped over a fence. The officer left his Zz,,
the fence and pursued Anthony on foot. They physically colbided dunng the ,.?“
and both fell to the ground. After a bref struggle, Anthony was searched and wy
1 the contents of the purse, a cell phone, and a dnver's hcense

Anthony was taken mto custody and charged with unarmed robbery s
home invasion in the second degree All of the victim's possessions were retumed
At the ame of thxs case, Anthony had three children on the way, from three &
ferent women. He also had no monvanon to seck employment or stop hs dng
use. Anthony stated that he was hoping to be sentenced to jail ume, so that he @
e himself for hus kids. He pled gulty to larceny from a moe

purse rummager Th

found witl

think and prepar

vehicle

The High Cost of Gas A home owner called the police to report that bs
ge was on fire. The owner also stated that two white males had tken of
have something to do wath it. Two offe

gan|
southbound on bikes and he thinks they

were dispatched to canvass the area, but with no luck n locanng the suspects
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spatc hed to the scene found flames ,?.c._:n
the garage Only the fumes were Ignited
further mmvesaganon and mterviews, rwq
ed that he saw both Mr. Sopha and Mr. C
s shooting out of the garage. After ?..NMNU: ”:._::m

B, not

they both gave satements imphcating each o
T for th,
e

out of 5 B3 tank

, all the & had
names cane op

-d:._ﬁ: dr
The fire™<™ =0

A witness stati

r
oo defendants WeT® charged wath attempted larceny in 2 byildyn
of rsonal property under $200. One was on parole and has R;_fnm and arop,
uehx sentences ;n only
ank. put he wasn't out any

damage to the victim was 2 melted and = Consecy.-
O
money as the lawn mower sall worked med ga

zza Robbery A dclivery driver for Happy's Pz,
e had been robbed. The driver amnved at the Gur called the
1zza and was approached by Mr. Gunn and L: hﬁagﬁ
¢ dnver cash and the other man was :t:_eairl man
zing that the $50 bill he was handed was the pizza
h real money. With I 5 counterfe,

demanded (© o ﬁ:m s d cach man having 2 hold on I
pizza pox, 4 tug of war ensued between the dniver and Mr. Gunn Dunn ~r:.
sruggle: the dnver ?.:2_ out his cell phone and tned to take pictures of Enn the
robbers. they both fled, leaving the pizza box behind two
The pizza box was taken wnto evidence and tested by the b Mr. Gunn®
fingerpnnts Were found all over the pizza box. After being shown Mr O::S._
st mug shot, the dnver posinvely 1dentfied him as his asailant. Then, o
monetary loss to the vicum or Happy's Pizza € was no

Mr. Gunn was arrested, and, wath this omw.:ﬁ. being Mr. Gunn’s fourth felo
conviction, the sentence agreement was for one to five years with i
tory consecutive sentences. Sull a juvenile and on parole, his parol -
wid that Mr. Guan, at only mincteen years of age, has .:_nv:_‘ _n s
extensive cnminal records he had ever seen at such a voung u.n.__.“ g
sated that Mr. Gunn has a poor atutude and mumbles when he w,»:rm.c . e also
have to keep asking him to repeat himself. With an extensive juvenile a. that you
over ten felony convictions, 1t seems as though Mr. Gunn does keep n_““..u“”a
4

The HappY Pi
pobice pecause h
1o deliver 3 Jarge P!
Mr Gunn handed th
The dnver. quickly reali

himself

Watching You, Watching Me  Early in the . i
three males walking down the street. The :...m“..«.w_h..._....“n“%c”wﬂc_.”;q e
_.?., men, Mr. Jones, looked nght in their direction and grabb Mn_ i g
Before the patrol :qm, ers could even slow down, Mr ?:QTE:_«M uw _.*._nrn =
“w.ﬂ_”ﬂ:r?ﬁh“ officers did :r..: officers do, they pursued him .:_H s.huw.“:r
i h:. &:”A—M_&::w_” the front porch of a house on the comer. One o?“
s e g :_ caliber *.::;r‘:: _,,z;a._ with live rounds. Mr. Jones w
o o d shordy thereafter. In a full confesson, Mr. Jones ad .
gatered, loaded gun while on le, b e :::.9._ .
o el parole, but that he needed it for his

———— T ————




