-« S!ﬂgg things as read: hence the importance of
 de g 3 positive interest In form for its own sake.
seart by noticing the occasions on which we do find our-

[ P v s oo ks

distinguish one make ﬁgqggrurgzr-voruaﬂ%
10 be able to put & naeme 1o them, -i’fﬁ-ggn-‘.
where the peculiatly detailed AEntion we pay 10 the shapes of our
fellow-humans, especially when they are young and attractive. It is s
reasonable bet that if you are already imerested enough in architecture

to be reading this book, your ability to tke in shape is already im
proved simply by the existence of that particelar interest, and the

REXTIEP Is to acquire the habir of looking out for the communications
shape can make and being prepared o respond to them

This is & matter of excrcmng two scoses; for, unlike colour, which
s purely & matter for the cye, the perception of thape involves toach
as well as sight. In the process

of getting 2 new shape fixed in the -
mind we make a guess at what it would feel like to the touch, and the
gucss is based on the comparative propertics of all the things we Acy
touched, or which have touched us, in the course of oar lives. We

know what a jagped rock will feel like before we put 2 bhand on it and

its shape, as apprehended v isually, conveys sssociations quite diffcrent

from those of a rounded boulder. We may even read similar tactile
associations into the shapes of things which we do not expect to
handle at all, as when we speak of the *soft” contours of the Sussex
Downs,

Obviously, the tactile associations of shape are particularly relevant
to the three-dimensional arts of sculpture and architecture (whose
Eﬁ&ﬁﬁ&glgésglﬂaﬂﬂg
toa blind man) and the cxperience is in fact incomplete if the sense of
touch is s/ physically brought to bear on them. We have very little
scientific understanding of the ways in which the two senses col-
laborate (although sculptors in particular obviously have an intuitive
knowledge of them) beyond the fact that the associations evoked
by & particular shape are dredged up in some very complicated way
out of different sections of the memory-bank and in the process are
compounded into one impressioa to which we may react with pleasure
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CHAPTER 12 The Play of Light

One of the most foreign things ’bouf f qomiﬁ:];ou:f?(s light. The
the most homely about one’s own, IS d:" 4 |y s, the cxpccwd
intensity and angle of the sun, its constancy or ﬁCk COESS: of place,
hours of sunshine in the day or year, all enter Into the penes I ll:lc o
and the building which is ill adapted to these condmon? 1s 1ia

seem as foreign as a sun-blistered Englishman on a Spanish beach or

a Jamaican in Reykjavik. Of all the facts concerning a place these are
the most unalterable—as Leon Battista Alberti succinctly remarked
some four hundred years ago, the architect need not let land or even
water stand in his way, but he has neither skill nor power to change

the sky'—and traditional architecture often illustrates a very com-
plete response to them, not only in the general form of the building
but in the details of its ornamental system as well.

For instance, the habitual use of a particular kind of ornament may
derive directly from its appropriateness to prevailing conditions of
sunshine. Thus the glare of the hot, dry Asian plains, demanding
radiation-shiclded ventilation-openings sather than windows in the
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ing instea, ® Y0 & public audience fr
d of to a Private audience within ‘h‘:";:*l‘;::lh 'ﬁ;;bmkl-
A galicry.

One of the most Interesting
TRt g symptoms of this interest is the re-
: ‘Sculpture ina form much more closel
han to anything which has com ly bee s
mon ‘
the past, sometimes carried | i “m““lp‘“" .
s e o'ut In cast concrete, someti in metal
5 ookmwdn : new s.ymhcuc materials, Another is the reappearance
e . g1ass, not in conventional leaded panes telling a story or
g 2 “touch of class’ to the bathroom window of the suburban

hOlllSC but as pure, nb's(nct colour-play, generally in thick, richly o
coloured slabs, sometimes set directly into piercing in concrete, o&"‘
-

sometimes welded together.
~ Such decorations depend wholly on the play of light for their visual
impact rather than on their story-line or their attachment to a tradi-
tional symbol-system and they utilize light in 2 way which makes us
take notice of it instead of taking it for granted. From this point of
view they would scem an eminently suitable accompaniment to an
architecture which from its origins onwards has exalted light, and itis
tempting to see this as the ultimate paradox of the modern movement:
that the very reappraisal which it compelled has conduced to a de-
velopment so antithetical to its original anti-ornamental philosophy.
This raises the whole question of relevance as a major issue, for it
will be remembered that the core of the indictment against ornament
was that, whatever its intrinsic aesthetic properties, it was simply
irrelevant to the architecture of the twenticth century and that clutter-
lngupbnﬁlding'wilhindevmisab.dthing.blov the sort of
earichment I have been citing can hardly be described as irrelevant
in the light of modern industrial processes. These sculptors are not
men but users of industrial techniques which are;
rummawmmm@wmmwumg
Niw.ndmw—-hmewedwm—oﬁm
ded&moﬁh manufacturing process iua!f. as we
\ave observe .’ﬂﬂnwndo.ﬂannhhewa

Rone I S 1y



by the natural abstractions of

o veined marble
veneer, and it is certainly conceivable that ¢ el

he mural will be more

‘ of appreciation any such simple
dogma as ‘ ornament is crime’ any more than one can accept Ruskin's

belief that ‘ornament is the principal part of architecture’! The
critical observer is left with the mther more exacting exercise of
applying his judgement to the question whether in the particular
instance under his eye it is truly an enrichment—in the sense that it
gives some extra cogency and sparkle to the communication the
architect is trying to make by way of space and structure—or merely

a distraction. The distraction, it should be noted, may be l.nadvcftem
or intentional. An architect may, if his judgement is erratic, design 2
building which is ‘ good in its bones’—that is, in the clegance of its
space-structure relationship—and then give it the kmd of fussy xn
mﬁcw:whi&mmnmkhathcmﬁw;apc‘m
(ﬁébﬁlofaﬂuebotdeeniunwxhcpetfomnnoe . ‘:):‘ngqmm
e may use the distraction ofommcflt q?nu: berately %
ST A - dhhimﬁmo(dl‘s‘ﬂ“‘hew \ 5
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