BY Pavy RUDOLPH

In his address before the best
session of AlA’s

attended
recent Boston conven.

ton, an emir ‘ 1
: nent young designer, critic

and instructor sets a course for his fellow

architeets through the nex1 transition:

THE CHANGING
PHILOSOPHY OF
ARCHITECTURE

The unigue element in architecture is, to quote Dudok, “this
serious and beautiful game of space.” This has nothing whatso-
ever to do with the allotment of so many square fect to this and
that function, important as that may be, but with the creation of
living, breathing, dynamic spaces of infinite variety, capable of
helping man forget something of his troubles.

Modern architecture’s range of expression is loday from A to B,
We build isolated buildings with ne regard to the space between
them. monotonous and endless streets, too many gold-fish bowls,
to few caves. We tend to build merely diagrams of buildings.
The diagram consisis of regularly spaced bays. with the long sides
filled with glass and the end walls filled with some opaque ma-
terial. If we raise il on a pilots we might even snare an impor-
178 ‘s the recent Otawa Competition, We need crea.
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which indeed do not
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hitecture. 4
they ave merely a means to an end and not architet

course. such devices ean be used Lo produce greal architecture. ‘
b Then we have 1oo many site planners who are poneerned on :

with ratios of people to land and “how quickly one can get there
never “how to get there.” | W
P Most tragic of all, we have Robert Moses, who 85‘ f"f,m‘"\g ;\

most important building of the decade. the Coliseam in New York,
The list of dissectors 1= endless,

Facades finished in wallpaper

Architectural space is related 1o a room
characteristic space created in the typical
endless street leading Yon, on, on™ wilh advertisements "
“stop, stop, stop.” They suggest “I'm a bird n }.ms«&lé‘!.(". :
Gordon Cullen so aptly describes it. We abound in lechme
progress but our cities are incoherent assemblies 0’..5-“'“(’“"%
each erying for as much attention as possible. The alignment of
buildings alongside our endless streels sugwesls large ""’"l’. °‘f
wallpaper pasted on. Sometimes the wallpaper appears as il 1t s
about to evumpde and fall. We need desperaiely to relearn the arl
of disposing of buildings tw create different kinds of space: 'lht?
quiet, enclosed, isolated, shaded space: the hustling. bustling,
space, pungent with vitality: the paved, dignified, vasi, sump-
tious, even awe-inspiring space: the mysterious space: the transi-
tionn space which dehines, separates and yet jomns juxtaposed
spaces of contrasting character.
We need sequences of space which arouse one’s curiosily, give
a sense of anticipation, which beckon and impel us to rush for.
ward 1o find that releasing space which dominates, which climaxes
and acts as a magnet, and gives direction. For instance. the
Duomo in Florence is a magnet which daminates the whole city
and orientales one. In Manhattan we are reduced to the Third
Ave, elevated 1o perform this vital functien. Most important of
all we need those outer spaces which encourage social contact.
| have just returned from Evrope and the Middle East and one

realizes again more forcibly than ever that man accomplished
these things in other cullures. He used piazzas, courtyards,
squares, freestanding sculptures, manipulating the approaches,
and sequences of space. However, we must realize that the motor-
car has rendered the traditional solutions invalid, At the same
time it has given us a new scale, for now we must perccive our
environmen! from a quickly moving vehicle as well as on foot,
We must find our own solutions,

and to a city. The

American city is the
shouling

Down with the tyranny of endless streets

The superblock derived from the gridiron plan of the majority
of our cities, has tremendous potentiality. However, the super
block still leaves us with endless streets rushing forward 1o
apparently nothing. Formerly the building, the fountain, the
statue, the arch, the picturesque grouping of buildings acted as a
focal point and indeed they have given delight for centuries. Why
do buildings always have to flank the sireet? Why can they not
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sometimes be placed over the street, thereby foraring an enclosure
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V. Buildings whieh

Ave. 1 perhaps unsurpassed Iin this counlr |
space.

respect each other, flanking Park Ave. and defiming 1=
form & valid concepl, l‘r‘p'f(‘iu“}' when the avenue acts as. -
processional to one of the major galeways (o the eity. This means
that sometimes we still have need of facades, buildings of uniform

' : ‘ v olher
height, 1o define outer space. Park Ave.. along with man

n gf!'i”

avenues and squares, is being destroyed,
. - 3 2 ler A
Just as a row of FLLW houses would be abominable, a r

af some of our most admired buildings would result in ull(-r‘cﬁﬂns.

Our dificulty is that we think oo much in terms of indwud’ual
buildings. In our search for light and air we tend to design
freestanding buildings often unrelated to their neighbors .ur he
spaces formed between them. Actually, our cities are indeed
strange expressions of a democracy, for each building seems 10
say lo ils neighbor: “You stink, so keep your distance.”

Lessons from Rome and Japan

We atill have many lessons to learn from Rome, I one wanis 1o
ereate more human outer spaces, one gives thought to siting.
Camilo Sitte, in The Art of Building Cities, writes: “Of the 235
churches in Rome, 41 are set back with one side against other
buildings; 96 with two sides against other buildings; 110 with
three sides against other buildings. Only six stand free.”

The lessons from Rome also indicate that it is pessible to
design a building which is complete in itself but is also related
to its neighbors. Indeed we are coming to realize that our archi-
técture is much more akin 10 Renaissance archilecture than we
formerly thought. The “skin and bones™ concept led us 10 see
readily it relationship to Gothic architecture, although actually
the “skin and bones™ advocates are relving more and more on
svmbols of construction rather thay on the actual structure. This
principle is again beautifully illustrated by the Japanese house in
the Museum of Modern Art’s garden where the actual structure
i# hidden and we are presented with a system of symbols of
slructure,

We tend to admire nowadays those buildings which have a
single generating idea behind them and even the centralized
spacr idea of the Renaissance. For instance. we are leaving
behind the house of the forties as a confused one which tried 1o
express whal went on behind each bay, Thus the living-room
bay could be filled with glass which went 1o the floor, but the
pecroom bay had 1o have the glass stop at the 26" height 1o

ovide privacy (Il never quite sto |
ﬁ seldom crawl L our l?cdrool::';r‘f;;ud ihia' 2 becausc "
windows a few inches hisher still S l.Chcn e ot
| ; g » making a series of steps, Today

we are more interested in the total expression. :

2 : .-
The “keep your distance” theory obtains in suburban arcas

too. Tbc no-.mn.n‘; land between single-family houses caused |,

MRM ﬂdmgs '385 no m(-.'aning “‘ha | | The individ -‘;
- e : . hatsoever. _ =
""m'h” received tremendous altention but its relationshi

its neighbors and the forming of coher - ip to
- M mm.m.gl""“‘d- Our sethack restrictions hind,

“manipulation ol ﬁ-mall amount of land available Os hinder

ociety has ever hefore s\urL'('d uf'tdcr such stupid e
\{ ¢ pl‘ant onr orchards more ""f-'“';gt"."l)' (lta}n our by, nq"‘\
{ mentioned earlier that our ?wﬂdmgm aligned g
f1en have the appearance of .-sln].:s of hal’lpa’mr Pitsted
ﬁmnul:u-tuwrs have observed thas "‘ﬂd.t'm‘} toward .
architeciure anid now one SEES ﬂt‘V'!?.fllst'mmlg of “M |
ws. muthirans, ~p.'mdu’l.~.~. ""-’f- which ma?' e b””slu o
card. This i= a natural expression of the mdus"mitau,;n&'

structure and ~ould be used to good ady ﬂ'mﬂgc i these F!g,,m.:.:
were s arrangml as o create t:r»lnerr.nl inner &nd Oliles s!-'

The impurmnl thing n!muf {hese glau.s-shmlhm.j, taw h“ndi:
o« Mies van der Rohe pointed ou{ long ago, is their ‘ '&
quality and not alone lh'c effect of hight and shadow Viewed fr%
outside. Glass in most hghts appears npaquc.. The isolated 'y
ing reflecling the sky, trees, nnd’ d.nstanl hmhﬁng i% ‘One
but a group of glass-shcm.hvd l»u:.ldmg;s, Ore n:ﬂacting the
will provide multiple images which ".(‘t’d ta be controlled m
ligh! screen wall s here to stay, but iis esthelies have 100 by

5 ilu'ﬂ

thiny

"l"",'l("l’.'} ."T()l\"‘-(’.
One can say that the present tendency 1o reduce everything ;o
. Viling

a svstem of rectangles, both in plan and clevation, is an Ol grow)
of ﬂu' mudular q‘mn'(‘pt and muchint' Pf(ﬁm “{’9 ll‘.cept &ls
discipline but we still long innately for the old play of lieh
and shadow, for something curved. The work of Le Corhusic;is
still conceived in terms of light and shadow and not < Much
in terms of reflections. In his building at Marseilles the shapine
of the pilotis and clements of mechanical equipment is a saligfy.
'",;3 fail for his ngld geomelry, For many years now hchg
exploited the visual delights inherent in the forms of mechanies
equipment. For inslance, why shouldn’t ductwork be g veritable
tree inside, or a vine climbing over the facade? I we are 1o
spend up o 607 of our budget on mechanical equipment we
should derive more than physical comfort from it. Visual explos
tation of it may become the sculpture of our time.

The prime ingredient: visual delight

Yes, the architeet's prime responsibility is to give visual deligh
fmd the treatment of space is the primodcterminam and the mos
tmportant architectural measure of a culture, The public is con
!:usod as never befare about the exact function of an architel
lor we have gone through a long period where the specialis
mlk'v.d only of social responsibility, techniques, economy, “the
:::lma; A coordinator.” We have apologized for bemng oo
sion of ‘:(l:v Vls.ua; design and indeed there has been little disce

YEN o our schools, This fact is demonstrated agam

.

the diffe

.u. difference hetween a drawing. & model or a Phwmd

i & dppearance of So many of our bmldings. The vow
constantly diseussed. hut seldom visually peree!

Ay T
b architect ghoyld be concerned with a building's looks in ¢
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