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This guide features NCU Library resources for studying and

planning research methods and design.
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Videos Research Methodology

Organizing Once you are well into your literature review, it is time to start thinking
Research & about the study you will design to answer the gap you identified. Which
Citations = methodology will you use to gather the data for your research? Will

Ask Us! you use a qualitative, quantitative, or mixed methods methodology?
sk Us!
You will choose a research method that best aligns with your resear :h

question.

To evaluate which type of methodology will be most appropriate, you

will work closely with your Dissertation Chair. However, as you are
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reading the literature, take a look at past studies that focus on your
topic, or a similar topic. What kind of research methodology do you see
being used most often? Once you have an idea about the general
methodology type that would suit your research, consult with your

Dissertation Chair on the possibility of using that methodology.

Finding a research design strategy is similar to the research process
as a whole: first, locate general information on research design and
methodologies, then gain background knowledge on the methodology
you feel would most appropriately address the type of data you will be
collecting, and finally choose a methodology and test/measurement to
use in your research. The following techniques outline how to locate
information about research methodology from reference books,

scholarly articles and dissertations.

. [W] NCU Definition of Terms
In order to support your understanding and progress as a scholar,
the School of Education has established the following definitions for

each of these terms. These definitions are informed by the SAGE

Resource Methods Map.

Resources

Books & Videos Scholarly Articles Dissertations
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N_CU . A tool designed to help you create research projects and
Dissertation :
understand the methods behind them. Includes over 1,400
Center
methods that are linked to content in over 640 books,
e NCU encyclopedias, and videos. Full-text available.
Dissertation 3
. @ SAGE Research Methods Title List 2
Center B
: i
Find valuable The SAGE Research Methods database may be used to locate 5
resources and information about research design and methodology. It includes 9
Q
support over 175,000 pages of content from the following sources: "z'
materials to encyclopedias, dictionaries, books, journal articles, videos, and %_
help you major works--resources that bring together the seminal articles
through your about that particular methodology. For a complete list of titles in
doctoral SAGE Research Methods, please see the SAGE Research
journey. Methods Title List.
Using the menu bar, you may browse SAGE Research Methods
If you are L
content by topic, discipline, or content type.
looking for a
document in On the SAGE Research Methods home page, you may also click
the on the Advanced Search option to search for resources by
Dissertation method, as shown below. Make sure to select Method from the
Center and drop-down field. Your search results page includes a brief definition
can't find it of the method searched, followed by the rest of your search results.
please contact
your Chair or ®SAGE researchmethods  owse  RessarchToos | searcn Q
The Center for e
Teaching and
Leamlng at AdvanCEd SearCh See general search tips or using advanced search options
cti@ncu.edu
Search For:
TI&

case study Method v hi

the b
optio
types

+Add Search date,
‘Seal

Search against any option in the drop-down menu. You can add as many lines to your search as you wish, simply click ‘Add Search’
and choose ‘AND’, ‘OR’, or 'NOT'. To remove a line click ‘Remove Search’.
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Finally, you can use the Methods Map (under the Research
Tools link) to discover new methods, or discover relationships
between methods, and then link to related results. For example,

browsing by Quantitative Data Analysis has led us to 97 results.

You may click link to view results, or continue making selections. pd
[12]
[12]
Q.
u
(1)
Quantitative data analysis S
Approaches to the interpretation and understanding of numerical data produced from methods such as ~
survey research. (@]
=2
Q
L
Search all content on Quantitative data analysis g
2
Exploratory data analysis
[ ]
Multivariate models
[ ]
o Probabilt
Quantitative e
Research Methods g data Narrower
; T
anaIVSIS e @ Secondary data analysis
Statistical inference
Statistical packages
For additional guidance, see the SAGE Research Methods
workshop.
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Science, Psychology & Social Work, Sociology & Diversity Studies
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