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The United States
5 and the Second
World War

1939-1945

othing in the previous history of the world compared with the confla-

gration of World War I1. The entire globe became engulfed by fighting,

preparing to fight, or supplying combatants. The high stakes of the
conflict were made clear by the attack on Pearl Harbor and reports of Nazi anti-
gemitism. Nearly all Americans enlisted in the war effort, whether or not they
wore a uniform. The following documents illustrate some of the experiences, at
home and overseas, shared by millions of Americans during World War II and
suggest the long-term consequences of those experiences.

>

DOCUMENT 25-1 Y

President Frgnklin D. Roosevelt Request
Declaration of War on Japan

\The Japanese surprise attack on Pear! Harbor catapulted the United States into World War
Il The attack erased hesitations many Americans had felt about getting entangled in
another foreign war, Although the war in Europe had been under way since 1939 and the
United States had aided the Allies, war was not declared on Germany until, after Pearl
Harbor, Hitler declared war on the United States. President Roosevelt's speech to Congress
on December 8, 1941, communicated the sense of crisis and resolve felt by most Americans
on the day after Pearl Harbor.

Speech to Congress, December 8, 1941

Yesterday, December 7, 1941 — waishetitiseinsiniamy — the United
States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces
of the Empire of Japan.

From Congressional Record, 77th Cong,, 1st Sess., vol. 87, pt. 9 (Washington, DC:
US. Government Printing Office, 1941), 9519-20.
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n this speech. Roosevelt made ng mention of Germany and the war in Europe.

+ why? To what extent did Cermany threaten American people, territory, and
G
inherests:

DocumenT 25-2

A Japanese American War Hero
Recalls Pearl Harbor

Grant Hiralwryashi was one of fourteen lapanese American soldicrs who fought during
ekt Witr 11 1 an clite uit that drove Japanese occupiers out of Burma at a devashating
cost: it castealfy rate of more thare 90 percent. Their efforts opencd the way for supplies to
o 18 e A.”‘.:—r..n... matiomaiisis, who ere dlzp uﬁ.w:h.-_.h. .m_n-"ﬂ&.muh_ waders. Ir n oral Jis-
.“_Etmian__m..ﬁ. it 1999, Hirabayaski recalled his experiences in both the Uriited States and
Japant before the swar and what happened to him and his parents after Peart Harbor.

Grant Hirabayashi
Oral History, 1999

Hirabayashi: 1 was born in Kent, Washington. My birth date is 9 November,
1919... . My parents are from . .. northwest of Tokyo. ... . My father came to this
country in 1907, and my mother in 1915,

I: Do you know . .. why they came over or how thiy came?

H: Well, in the case of my father, be went o .. _a private institution where he
studied, and the master of the school was . a Chrigtian, and he did convert
many of his students including my father. So my father was a Christian before he
cam i this country. He also was brought up with two brothers who had partici-
pated in the Russo-lapanese war in 1904, And, he heard about the horrors of war,
and, | believe he became a conscientious objector. Well there were from the United
States, a matter of fact there were about seventy students who graduated this
[school] who did come to the United States. And they were getting feedback, and
some were very favorable. And my father was adventurous, and he liked the idea
that he would be able to be in a country where he would have the freedom of
religion. He was a very religious man. . . .

[Wle were Methodist, and he was a very sirict Methodist. So we were forbid-
den to do any of the things which our friends wers privileged to do. But, it was a
very close-knit family. We were very religious. We all went to church, . . . [Tlhere's
eight of us, Six boys. Two girls. . . .

I'was brought up on a farm —a truck farm. And the schooling, as 1 recall was
30-50 in these days. 50 percent Niseis' and 50 percent Caucasian. And at school we
got along very well, but in our social activities we were separated,

I: During school was it, uh, was it mostly ... . did you guys intermingle a lot?

From Grant Hirabayashi, video interview, 1999, Transcribed by Claire Cage. Go
For Broke National Education Center, hitp:/ /www.goforbroke org/ default.asp.
"Niseis: US. born children of Japanese immigrants.
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.Emﬂ_ petore you graduated and before your brother told you about the situation
aid you consider E___..Em in Japan?

4 1 had some mixed feelings because | knew 1 was an American citizen, and
if something were to happen | would be in. a very difficult situation. At the same
e, | said, after eight years in Japan, | may have some difficulty adjusting myselt
jto the United States] —but, 1 did the right thing. . . .

1 So you graduated from high school in ‘417 Ok, what happened then?

e Well, Twas ... debating what I should do. And it was about that time that
[ gt my draft notice. 50 1 did Eﬂoﬂ?-ﬁﬂ?iﬁriﬁmﬂ:&wuu&oﬁ Pearl
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I: What did your parents have o say about that?

H: Well before | left, my father took me aside. .. . He said, “these ant Very
difficult times, but I want you to take care and do your utmost.” ...

well, REE*#EE&EFE-EE&E-&.}EE&—EH!.. my
?!.&EE they would visit me the following Sunday. And, | was waiting, and
as | was aboul (o g0 to the gate, | heard that Pearl Harbor was struck. And, of
course, | didn’t know where Pear] Harbor was. So | immediately went to the pay
phone ko tell them that ﬂ.ﬁﬁﬁu#iﬂnﬁf!—:ﬁ.&r bo rot make the trip. But the
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The Holocaust: A Journalist Reports on Nazi
Massacres of Jews
LS .
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temaet. anndholaion  f on
.H‘ﬂ.[._._-_.._irc_._* S b wiler]

\.\"“\u\‘l/.

AHAE L I TRE ST AT AT Thl sl Pl WA AR, _...._.|.|.|_.|

e gl v thar carhy |, Fry prebfosiaed “ The Ao ow o ther s
.l.-..:.__..._..._ e 180 PR A murpasome 1m Dvormber 194, Frg ot inmd' P b
st o PRV HE LU o o] progawesd puscahle espostacs b de Ll mated ..f._-_?l.pal. s
T Awumrnts e wadespraad il about the carpoary Bholooseest amd the
i e e R s e fha all cymsMEE Ny

oomflat

-
" -

e

ar ot

WVarian Fry

The Massacre of the Jews, December 21, 1942

. Thete ame sofme hings so horrible that decent men and women find them

e believe, so monstooes that the civilised world recuils ineredulous
S them. The.fooent repaets of the systemalic extermination of the Jeves in
oars Funp ane of this ovnder.

Ve are accustumesd b borrors i the historieal past, and accepl them as a mals
e o YT The persecution of the fews in Fgypt and the Boman Empire, the
Aagghters of Cenghis .-......_n.r the religious mania which swept Furope in the fil-
wenth s sintventh conturies, the Indian massactes in Ameria, and the equally
reutal netaliations of the whibe men == all these we credit without question, as phe-
T:...q.i of s b= enlightened than our own. When such things coour i aar
s B, e The ATmenian massacmes, we put them down to the account of still
half-parbarvus prophes. But that such things could be done by contemparary
western Furppeans, hairs of the humanist tradition, seems hardly possible.

ihur skepticism has been fortified by our experience with Zatrocity stories”
Juring the Last war. We wore treated, during that war, o many accounts of Ger-
man atrocities. Wee wene told of the rape of nuns, the foroed prostitution uf young
Relgian girs, of German soldiers spearing infants on their havonets, ot deliber-
ately aned wantonly cutting off their hands, Later, when the bitterness of war had
sphsidisd, and Allied investigators were able to interview the populations of the
fuseenaeely pocupied countries, and scholars were let loose on the documents, most
of these atrocities were found to have been invented. The natural reaction was bo
Label all atrocity stories “propaganda” and refuse to believe them.

That habit of thought has lasted down to the present day. The Nazis have
given us many reasons to change our thinking habits since they assumed power,
Pul we havee been slow to leam the new lesson, | remember how skeptical | was
mwsclf the first Hime a Nazi official told me that Hitler and Goebbels were bent
on the physical annibilation of the Jews. T Syttt 115

; ] was in Berlin at the time and witnessed the whole thing,
[ men it histakable despite their mufti.} throwing chairs and tables
through the plate-glass windows of Jewish-owned cafits, dragging Jewish men
and women put of buses and chasing them up the streets, or knocking them diown
and kicking them in the face and belly as they lay prostrate on the sidewalk, And
Theard them chanting their terrible song:

From Varian Fry, “The Massacre of the Jews,” The New Republic (December 11,
1942), 816-19.

'S.A.: Sturm Abteilung, a paramilitary orgamization of Nazl partisans,
‘mufti- Civilian clathes.
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ers can get around 1o them. OF the 275,000 Jews who were living in Germany and
Austria 3t the pulbreak of the war, only 52,000 to 55,000 remain, The 170,000 Jews
in Crechoslovakia have been reduced to 35,000, The figures for Poland, where the
%az peogram has been pushed very rapidly, are uncertain. There were 3,300,000
Jews in Poland at the beginning of the war, but some 500,000 fled to Russia, leav-
i apprenimately 2,800,000 behind. By the beginning of the summer of 1942, this
rumber had already been reduced o 2,200,000, and deportations and massacres
sne that time have been on an ever increasing scale. In the ghetto of Warsaw, in
NE_ 550000 Jews once dwelt, there are today fewer than 50,000, In the city of
fﬂﬁﬂﬁ”ﬁ!. were killed in a single night. A week later 16,000 more
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five methods empleyed by the Mazis are many. There is starvation: Jows all
et Europe are kept on rations often only one-third or one-fourth what is allowed
o m-jews. Slow death is the inevitable consequence. There ks deportation: lews
:.,. the hundreds of thousands have been packed into cattle cars, without foend .
W&nn or sanitary conveniences of any sort, and shipped the whole breadth of
purope. When the cars arrive at their destination, about a third of the passengers
yre atready dead. There are the extermination centers, where Jews are destroyed
y OISO 38 OF electricity. There are specially constructed trucks, in which Jews
ove asphyxiated by carbon monoxide from the exhausts, on their way to burial
senches. There are the mines, in which they are worked to death, or poisoned by
jumes of metals. There is burning alive, in crematoria, or buildings deliberately
got on fire. There is the method of injecting air-bubbles into the blood stream: it is
cheap, clean. and efficient, producing clots, embolisms, and death within a few
hours. And there i the good old-fashioned system of standing the victims up,
very often naked, and machine-gunning them, preferably beside the graves they
ipermselves have been forced to dig, Tt saves time, labor, and transportation. . . .
Letters, reports, cables all fit wogether, They add up to the mest appalling
of mass murder in all human history, Mor is it only the Jews who are
threatened. Polish authorities assert that many hundreds of thousands of non-
Jewish Poles have been slain with equal callousness, and soberly wam that the
entire Polish people may be wiped out before this war is over. The decimation of
the Greck people is a matter of record. The Nazis are evidenily quite indifferent to
it, if they do not actually welcome it. Thousands of French will die of hunger and
coild this winter, and thousands more will never be born, either because the fathers
who might have begotten them are being held in Nazi prison camps, ot because
the mothers are oo undemourished to carry them. The same thing is true of many
other countries of Europe. And by their executions of “hostages™ the Nazis are
systematically destroying the potential leaders of democratic movements in all the
countries they have overrun.

We must face the terrible truth, Emime RS emmy—""
1..; least as far as Europe is concerned. There are reports, apparently

stworthy. that the Nazis and the German army are prepared for eveniual

retreat, and that their plans call for the extermination of every living thing and the
destruction of all physical property in the areas they may be forced to evacuate.
When we remember that, even after the war of 1914-18 was hopelessly lost and
the German army was retreating in confusion on the Western Front, it still found
time, and the will, wantonly to destroy the factories and flood the mines in its
path, we may well belicve that this time it will be even more thorough, go even
mare berserk.

If this happens, we shall be confronted with the most frightful dilemma imag-
inable, Every man, woman, and child in Europe will become a hostage, a means
of blackmail. If we continue the war, they will die. Yet if we do not continue the
war, the Nazis will have won all they can then hope to win— time. Time to regroup
their forces, divide ours and strike again.

Our only course then will be to overwhelm them sa rapidly that they will not
be able to carry out their threats. For that we shall need all the steength we can
possibly muster, and all the courage. The Nazis will certainly hope to cut off our
allies one by one by threatening the total annihilation of their peoples if they con-
tinue to oppose them, We and our allies must be prepared to face the challenge
..._.___._.._.__...__...__..m___‘.
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but transport their victims to the East before destroying them, is certain proof that
they fear the effect on the local populations of the news of their crimes.,

Finally, and it is a little thing, but at the same time a big thing, we can offer
asylum now, without delay or red tape, to those few fortunate enough to escape
from the Arvan paradise. We can do this without any risk to ourselves, because
we can intern the refugees on arrival, and examing them at leisure before releasing
them. If there is the slightest doubt about any of them, we can keep them interned
for the duration of the war. Despite the fact that the urgency of the situation has
never boen greater, immigration into the United States in the year 1942 will have
been Jess than ten percent of what it has been in “normal” years before Hitler,
wﬁﬁhwﬁhﬁw ”“ﬂﬁ ed En __m__an__win have been bureaucratic

o Vi literally con
democrats. These delays have caused an : i L L ket

< for the excuse by offering 1o feed
¢n proper guarantecs that the food

N . e.
:ahrzﬂﬂ___ﬂﬁﬂaﬂmﬁ wha is neither a Jew nor a candidate for a visa,
neutral, and in spite to of E.:. pressure, which she feels more than any other
country of Switzerland will _hxzs.ﬁ. tendencies of her middle class, the little

¥ actephing 9,000 refugees from Nazi terror since

OWL: Okfice of War Information,
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B THE LIRITED STATES AND THE SOOI WORLL WAR, 19015 |u_w.|u_

v} pave _..__..._........ﬁ._.,.__w__w_,.d more to the cause of humanity than the great and wealthy
I e States, it lowd declamations about the rights of the people and the defense
F_Jrﬂaqnq potwithstanding,™

of This jsa challenge whibch we cannot, rust not, ignore,

gTioNS FOR READING AND DisCussion

cconding to Fry, why did many people find it difficult to believe reports of the

4sACEE of Europe’s Jews?

3 What significance .n__ﬂ .f_.ﬂ attribule 10 the “heirs of the humanist radition™?

* \what was the Nazis” view of the “Jewish problem*? Why was it a “problem™?
1 what sense did Americans judge the Nazis "by our own standards™?

o what responsibilities did Fry believe the United States had to aid the victims

* of Nazi atrocities? What might realistically be done to oppose the massacres?

4. To what extent did the US. government respond to appeals such as Fry's?
what accounied for government policies?

Qe
1. A
e

DOCUMENT 25-4
Soldiers Send Messages Home

At Bstee, Amiericans built @ war economy. Thousands of baks, airplames, and ships cane
o American assembly lines. Millions of uniforms, bombs, and bullets funneled from civil-
jin plants ko peifitary warchouses, Vital and competling as all this military production
s, probably o domestic activily was more inportant be Americans on the home front
ihan the post affice. Letters from loved ones in unifornt overseas — "V mail " —were trea-
sured. Weips of Hie unr toas altoarys welcome, et mews that the soldier was sHIl alive was
coen better. The following correspondence iflustrates what homee-front Americans learned
whien they opened ¥ oamail.

Sergeant Irving Strobing

Radio Address from Corregidor, Philippines,
May 5 or 6, 1942

They are not yet near. We are waiting for God only knows what. How about
a chocolate soda? Not many. Not here yet. Lots of heavy fighting going on. We've
only got about one hour, twenty minutes before. . . . We may have to give up by
noon, We don't know yet. They are throwing men and shells at us and we may not
be able to stand it. They have been shelling us faster than you can count. ...

We've got about fifty-five minutes and 1 feel sick at my stomach. | am really
low down. They are around us now smashing rifles. They bring in the wounded
every minute. We will be waiting for you guys to help. This is the only thing |
guess that can be done. General Wainwright is a right guy and we are willing to
go on for him, but shells are dropping all night, faster than hell. Damagg terrific.

Too much for guys to take.

From Annctte Tapert, ed., Lines of Batile: Letters from American Servicemen. 1341-
1945 (Mew York: Times Books, 1967), 20-286.
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fner® e Mice
o ki vzlu._l”._n!. penoRE <ETAIN of the __.._._:._n._n_.._._.m| Just made —v!..‘.u_.nnu___ns _.—.r hruary ._.n.r.-w.—
bad ..”n.ﬂ__“ ”_..._._.q.ﬂn_ . Withstoo Talk made by General il Dad
i fpr surrender r ’ .
ﬂr_.._h_u_r 10 arange meving .. | have sixty pesos you can have for P think you will find this letter quite different than the others which you've
mah ek Can't ik 32 R e g aby. They are pling dead scabvacd from e, MY Baclth i veall an e e eupected a6 mast of ws bopt
" aan B g s Everyone i 000 pounding [radio] key long hours, original outfit ?._._._m_. fiut B4sae St oot [CEDORERI of = IR still here
e Wil ~ : £ e oemenis. Tiss] i 1
o buped. Arms W e feels, Caught in a trap waig. The other aré fep " issing have either been killed, wounded or
il c&ﬂhﬁ Tired. 1 knaw PO H__ﬂh.:w: pincapple. Opening it with a from other various sources mainly malaria fever.
u_.n__ﬁ :t.n..._.in along fiish # Gl a L . Om May _.m .____.w wie left ia_s__ River N.C_, and went to the docks at Norfolk. On
Signal Corps knife ; s 0 my mother. hrs. Minre Strobing, 605 e 20th at midnight we hit the high seas with 7,000 marines aboard the US35.
My e [rving Strobing qu They are to get along O.. Get in touch with wakefield. We went down through the Panama Canal and past Cuba. On the 29th
(4l

5ue, Mac, Carrie. Joy and

: e Message. M) g be here w
e h”ﬂﬁﬂ_f% _;._..&H mﬂﬂ.ﬂwaﬁm__mn_”nh ﬂﬂﬁ_% to u__.in“h
come home. Tell Joe wherever

keep you. Love,
u_iiu:..._._ﬂ_..-q.__._.“__._..u_ .._...a_.._.—n. and tell Mother how ¥ou heard from me. Stand by: ...

i crossed the imternational date line. . . Was continually harassed by subma-
Fies a5 We had no convoy whalsoever.

We landed in New Zealand 28 days later and they were wonderful to us as
we were the fiest Americans to arrive there. We lived aboard ship at the dock for
about a month loading equipment on incoming ships getting ready for “The Day.”

Strobing
John Conroy
Letter, December 24, 1942
Mare [dand Naval Haspital, San Franciseo
Diearr Mother and Dad:

" You kecp asking so I'U tell you. I have been shell-shocked and bomb-
shocked, My memory is very dim regarding my civilian days. They feel that sud-
den shock in action now woeld affect my sanity. All the boys back here have
received the same diagnosis. Injury o my back helps to make further combat
service for me impossible. [1's so very difficult for me to explain, to say the things
1 want to, my thoughts are so disconnected.

Of course I'm not insane. But I've been living the life of a savage and haven't
quaite ot whed 1o a world of laws and new responsibilities, So many of my platoon
were wiped out, my old Parris Island buddies, that it’s hard to sleep without see-
Hm_m!: die all over again. Our living conditions on Guadalcanal had been so
._.le.u_p_..__ﬂﬂau.n._ or hope—fighting and dying each day —four hours sleep out of
i icos here optimistically say ['ll pay for it the rest of my life. My bayo-

apnel cuts are all healed up, however. Maost of us will be Fairly well i

sax monthe, but none of us will be I ki o A
et completely cured for years, My back is in bad

oL Ecan't sband of walk much

R ; . The sudden beat of a drum or any sharp,
ST 1§$Tﬂn&473ﬂﬁu§m2&g:m ¥

A, well, let's not thirk, by just be happy :
pey that we'll all be together soon.

Loads and loads of Lgv
John g

after working day and night we left and went to one of the Fiji Istands for four
days. 1 was aboard the US55, Fuller picked up in Mew Zealand. In our convary
wene abaut 100 ships Including 3 aircraft carriers and the battleship, Morth Caro-
jina, We also had air protection from Flying Fortresses coming from Australia. On
August 6 we had our last dinner aboard ship and they gave us all we wanted with
ice cream and a pack of cigarettes. Just like a man doomed for the electric chair he
got any kind of food for this last meal. That was our last for a while. Each one of
us received a letter from our commanding officer, the last sentence reading Good
Luck, God Bless You and to hell with the japs. On the moring of the Tth 1 went
over the side with the first wave of troops as Rifle Grenadier, just another chicken
in the infantry. With naval bombardment and supreme control of the air we hit the
beach at 9.47. All hell broke loose. Two days later our ships left taking our aircraft
with them, never to have any sea and air protection for the next two [CEMSORED].
In the meantime the Japanese navy and air force took the advantage and gave
us hell from sea and air. | won't say what the ground troops had to offer us yet.
I can say we never once retreated but kept rushing forward taking the airport
first thing.

Left to do o die we fought hard with one purpose in mind to do, kill every
slant eyed bastard within range of rifle fire or the bayonet which was the only
thing left to stop their charge, We were on the front lines 110 days before we could
drop back for a shave, wash up. Don't many people know it bt we were the first
allied troops to be on the lines that lomg, either in this war of the last, We have had
to face artillery both naval and field, mortar bombings sometimes three o four
times a day, also at night, flame throwers. hand grenades, tanks, booby traps, land
mines, everything | guess except gas. The most common headache caused by
machine gun fire, snipers, rifle fire, and facing sabers, bayonet fighting, the last
mast feared by all. A war in five offensive drives and also in defense of our own
lines. I've had buddies shot down on both sides of me, my closest calls being a
shot put through the top of my helmet by a siper. Omnee 1 had to swim a river
when we were trapped by the enemy.

) ]
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W ....._F.n..ﬁ__....._._?..n..__ﬂ._.._.__...._.._ rice, crab Mveag, ! prcsle but we bombed anyway and did a good job. | only saw one other B-24
Jigs xBmanE e 138 s, W also captured a warehoyg, o own. My next reid was Bremen on Novernbar 13th. About 10 minutes from
Witk u...cﬂ._.ﬂ_.y.?& sheir dope¥ .m_uﬂri ghave OF have hair cut for neaty % ﬂ narget | modticed our ...43.5 Eunrer was unconscious and appeared tobe dying
s s #m....“,. Begr, made i .Er_.”., Wore Jop chothing such as underweg, 5 which e was). _....___._._3.:_.#.:_ Captain DeMont dropped down to 5000 fect and
full of good oaked TatheT funaly b hing our povs in the air w_m:._..u. dog mm_r...:m ) _..En___.m for home, The waist gunner (Erderly) was dyving from Jack of oxygen and
Four d:imwm_.g _...r..__.—.a_.n::__m._..._.nas e newly -m...._m:n”m field that they hag rostbite (57 below) On the way home he came to and when we landed he went
et u~.n._2,....___ s some planes bl n.“sa.:u gcarred bY VATIOUS .._..E..:_..i and oy, ) into 1he hospital. .:.__u.._._uu_1 Freddie's ship and two others from our squadron went
aftet E#f.r.....ii:ﬁ _"_.._F:%_ everal HTES but | _.._....i_u_._E.“..____ with quining Jown One of the waist gunners on s crew i safe But we believe all others ane®
n,_” ~aalaria, ['ve been dow sﬁ,_“. ot for 2 while befiont eCg action again . ead. It was over the North Sea they went down and you can't live more than 10
all 0 fewd drunk - e _.__...“_.-.__"“._.r._.r. bt Y won't do it even q.j..__...._._m_._ the doctorg qminutes i that water. .
which s in the very ned’ = 1y bombed and grafed but took it pretty good, The well, my next raid was Kjeller, Norway, November 18th. It was eold as hell
ot 15 10, Wi wene CONKIRULS ___ o were around 18 10 20. When we were finally and Bill will go more inites detail for you. Mo flack but coming out we were about
swcerage age of the boys wids 1 _._..= g and older they were surprised 1 fing 5 miles from land and the Jerry [German] fighters jumped us. There was about
relieved by the amy who :ﬁn_..n_m sob. My best puddie at the time was caughy 35 or 30 (maybe more) twin engine jobs. ... Well, Bill got the first one, and then
us hids who haed diore .n.ﬂ:hh:qa qun fire and when the hole we were laying hings —._s._"__..._...ﬁ_. Chur tail gunmer Ray Russell got the next ove and then {1 was on
ins the face by a full zﬂ"____ﬁ, thering, about him and being already dead, 1 had i he right waist gun) one popped up out of & cloud and tried to draw abead on us,
in hecame swamped BY ¢ H._r. e top of the open ground and the dirty SOBs . | shot his left engine off and killed the pilot and it went down in flames, its wing
to redl him aut 1 H.Mﬂia. well anyway God spared my lifer .:.__._ Iam thank- alting oft. Bill inn the meantime is having a party for himself, 1 looks over o see
Mﬂ%ﬂﬁw that vour and dear .?_..a}.u:.........« helped r:um =E.E_m¢_w ] hw he's ZOINg and he ﬁ.q.&:m 50 long at one of the bastards that his bullets are
%@ifmiﬁi&ﬁ.?aﬁ:ﬁvi will forgive _dq..._- my misdoings as . COMINg out red hot, He E.__m the pilot of this one and shoots the left wing off, and
it had b take this war fo bring me 0 my senses. Only then did 1 realize how much down goes number four in flames. In the meanlime 12 B-24a get shot dowm, but
o both had done for me and Diar God, maybse 1 can come through the next to . then the fighters leave us and we pat each other on the back, Boy what a day. Man
see you and my friends again. .. X did we have fun. Well on my next raid, Kiel Dec. 13th, | was engineer riding the
God bless the whole warld and I'm booking forward to the days when ltaly . top urret. The flack was bad, but again the cloud cover was with us and we didn't

and Germany are licked so that the whale might of the allied nations can be

_ : et any holes. . . -
thrown in to crush Japan and the swines that are her sons, fighting to rule the h

Dec. 3ist. 5t Angeley. Again | went to Kiel. This time as a waist gunner. My
ship was in the low element flying in “Coffin Comer.” The weather was perfect
over the target and we didn’t even see any flack till we opened our bomb bay
doors. Then all hell broke loose, The sky turned black with flack. Our control

white race. | heard an English speaking Nip say that if he didn’t die fighting, that
is if he didn’t win or if he was captured and later cam bo Japan, he would be put
i prison for 17 years and that all his property would be taken over by the govern-
ment. That's his point of veew. Where ever we go us bovs will do our best always

e

iill the end when we don’t have the strength to press a trigger. cables were shot out on the left hand side, and our 4 engine was also shot out. The
ks top turret got about 20 holes in it, and also the nose turret. The bombardier was
s _ﬁ...._ o hit i the throat (he recovered). All at once | was knocked down as something hit
Allen me in the back. A piece of flack was sticking out of my jacket. | was 50 scarsd by
now that I could hardly stand up and 1 couldn’t see as the sweat was runming into

my eyes, The temperature was 43 below too. Well, we went into a crazy spin and

1 was halfway out of the window when he pulled it out and we headed for home.

We almost didn’t make it. The fighters stayed a way out and didn't attack us. After

this raid my nerves were so shot | could hardly write, We were under artillery

{flack) fire for 12 minutes that time. It is the most terrible experience you can have
March 10, 1944 It is just like going “over the top” into an artillery barrage. 1 saw 2 ships blow up

My Dear Parents: i this day, and one go down by fighters. It makes a guy so damned mad and you

This letter will introduce m can't do anything about it. ...

James McMahon
Letter, March 10, 1944

B L T B o

&

DeMont’s coew with him, ¥ best buddy Bill Melson. I was on Captain 3
01843 My f ] 220.44. Well my next raid was Gotha. It's a wonderful trip. | was in the nose
excort and aia L T2 Was 4 diversion o £ turret and 1 didn't even see a burst of flack. This raid is a milk run. Too bad they
R bt and ef the North Sey We had fighit § ; ; 5 : :
esemy Rghters o g VP VT Holland (Friesian | Skt ; can’t all be like that, Well now comes the next one. This one will slay you.
0t E,.q._.miu.._f_ and they shot down 3 B.13 ”_.En_m.. I saw my first : BERLIN! on the 6th March. | was in the tail turret and we wene high element
raid way Wilhelmshaven on z.,._._...u.n went into a dive and s and “coffin corner.” The sky was ﬂ&ammﬂ,ﬂﬂnrﬂn?irwu.. meant the fighters were
TV 3rd (1943), The sky was % going to come up and the flack would be accurate. On this raid | should have been

» e &
Pk o - ; y
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i THE WA fellow or the paoli
BN . o all the Fell g e e or the politicians to worry about the world. | wanna go home
02 i T..__..ﬁr an cllowes | j b < i
et O Thom :.ﬂ_ﬂ if 1 went down it would va_ﬁ_ w..i s Eﬁﬂ___ Hﬂnﬁcﬂ of happinese out of life. There are many oEa vie
s el 7.._:_ § | cantt b _..._.w..._?v target the flack was bad, and .m._»_. . fiec it mot much good wi be done with all thvese noble efforts. First of all, the
e 1 gured 1 Sl oy 010 O ove them hellloo. Well | didey : a0l Eramiat RAneysti ek et & it Bt oo 28 iy i
el pole glad _,_?_ T.: O fighte™ ..__.Hm:_uwu! FW- 190 shoot down _a_.__ma_” E..-E..L eliishness .5__._.__._._ AT o plainly see in France, where we afe no longer
fermy %E_..__A..Ew.u...._.__.n:pi gill the t_..,_..,..r__" Saight down. Then all hell bropg e 54V Ur."uﬂgﬂhﬂ —J.__,._E.ﬁﬂ who interfere with their life. Thirdly, the
e .._.,ﬂ...:i_. e Sive nd W A ere. The group right behing : gl i1 m..n_.m., u_._n”n_u til T m_"_”:_ pathetic shortsightedness of these who keep
par plane ._._..*”,_ s _...ﬂ.-e_n.n.._.n —ia.xﬁﬁﬂ | got i about 10 squirts at them, : pmting e 1-.“& :-.u Em i .___r._.._.ﬂ.___,__...-__ ”P._.w&._..u&...b. m._._..E._.___._..__.._..Esm -l
e, THE __..*.u_”._ it Fghters (FW-1 w0 FunS 0N the target which .Eor 7 _a._...__“_r. g nﬂﬂﬂﬂ%"ﬂ u._._._‘_un."ﬂ“-. orces are, ric, how savage, ow primi-
s wa G ,n__.____.._._nw the flack and Jin, and man there are 24's and 175 al| 5 v, 216 €T ush to say, many who say this are wearing the American
W ept VINE jl this e | €40 e Bt ¢ and my heart bleed . unifor™ hisig eyl ‘.._n..._p.ln?ﬁ.__ ot i
ghoit ) pdnies A it semack o0 the targel 41 T % for E:vﬂﬁ#..._mrxa.w-n_.rx,_. the i i i i
the place. | 0¢ our bombs T |1 after that jor 100 miles 1 can see the fires H gurely Germans will make i i sl they ane o
E__au.htwi Rrante down there. We fire. Boy do | feel good. I'm laughing like 2 ess of the & h j.w EORKE Wecs e 1 At Mol el b ll ich S ¥
el smoke, 1 looks fike al Berlin 15 9 0y 0 v still there. Well after I get back 1y * cvilized nation, they have great men, ete, et My own solution .. . would have

3 very liberal policy of passes so that men could get out of this accursed country
<y once @ month or s, 1o breathe the freer air of the Allied countries, Let them
_hange the occupying personnel every six months or so. Let the German PWs
pe kept in the Army and used as labor of all kinds, farm, factory, etc., instead of
dlscharging them here while we poor bastards have to sit and sweat in the
Apmy ina foreign hated Tand. Twould crosh every vestige of military or irvchusirial
might in Germany. Let them be a pauper nation. They deserve it. Let the Russians
pake OVET, they have shown hioww 1o handle them —be rough with them. O course
some innocent and some helpless will suffer —too bad —in the Army you Tearn
callpusness. 1t is impossible 1 know, but Twould love to personally shoot all young
Hillerites, say between the ages of 10 and 30, and have a rigidly supervised pro-
gram of education for the young. I don’t know if that gives you any better idea of
how T feel. ...

You also asked about the concentration camps and the mass grave victims, [t
is hard for me to convey all of it to you. You drive through the surrounding towns
where there are happy little children at play, and people going about their busi-
mess, looking like any townspeople the world over, yet within two miles of them,
its charged fences harsh against the plains, its chimneys belching smoke from
cremating ovens— within two miles is a coneentration camp whose very existence
wﬂr»:ﬂ%:ﬁ:ﬁ!ﬁﬁzggwgﬁggmmﬁ%nﬂﬁii#ﬁ
same world, let alone area, with them. The humans who, though long dead, are
vet physically alive with their stick like limbs and vacant faces are s0 terrible a

£ blasphemy on civilization —yet the German civilians nearby either pretend not to
David Mark Olds realize them, or what is worse, see no WIong. God, how can people be like that.
Letter, July 12, 1945 3 The concentration camp is even worse when it is empty, and just stands there, a
mute testimonial to a brukality beyond comprehension. The gas chambers, as neat

< all the way mome) | g por sleep and dream
: wer the arget 1 W35 .?:r_..ﬁuﬂu__._.n i e Dt el oes
of Thom. AllIhe S0 G0 was going theouh ¥ ind at once. | sure feel good,
and Sis and . . - [elvery didn't even get a scratch on the plane

e | ot of them. We 5 .
qﬂﬁ b hﬂ“ﬂ..ﬁ hel ﬁwnﬁ tor the books. By the time you get this letter, |
[l T. .

i put | will explain Hiem 10 you myself. [

: by have 5 or & more raids i, in Hvemn b
“h____m_"m“_acc___.._.m__.au_.ﬁ that you will not 1cll about anything in _ﬂ.m._...._..—mﬂ Except
maybe that F've been to Berlin. { am sure proud of my record. @ times over the

ap and 7 times diep o Germany: :
Ejn____-___ﬂ-.__ voul bo Eu...&.-_f. that af N__.—c._?n_..pﬂ SVET .—f.—\aﬂm._..w to e that 1 thirik | have

Ciod Bless you afl and keep you safe I come back. 1 cant say | ko 1 weill, but
I have as m.ni_ a chance a5 anyone. Give my pal Bill the best you've got, ‘cause
he's the best the ET.O." has. Let ot pake him down to Eddie's and give him plenty
Eeoich. He was raised on the stuff, God bless you. | hope this letter gives you an

idva of what Bill and I have been through. 50 long. Hope | e you soomn.

Your loveng son,
Jimimie
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Rosenheim " and as clean as shower rooms, the cremating ovens where the odor of human flesh
July 12, 1945 . is yet ingrained in the bricks, the pitiful parracks and grounds enclosed by the
Dear family: . deadly barbed wire and guarded walls. 1 have seen soldiers get sick standing in

the empty desolate chambers, thinking of the horror the walls have seen.
e s g il 7 o
: ? . r5 i .
wiq_:f:__i_._s;.:__ Hﬁrﬂﬂﬂwﬂﬂiaﬁ.ﬂﬁﬁiﬁ of what he leaves here including, h“m h__nﬁﬂmhﬁﬂmg ..:”._ Cermans Eaﬂ falling back in April, rounded
R pretty universal feeling anyway — leave up some 200 Jews with sbout 50 women in the lot. The men were erasculated,
ET.0. Baropean Theater of Overat disembowelled and shot. The women were killed very simply. A bayonel was Futl
erations, into their reproductive organs and into their bowels. Pretty, fen’t it. When they

_ u_..__iu_d._“.“."_..““” for m.w.@_ium._ and reactions and those of the GI in general
- For ane thing everybody is mostly concerned with get-




e
i 1 BRSPS
il hadt been thrown, placed in rude but
fhe ditch .._s.amaﬁ__ in plots dug BY German civilians
[

o all the people out of the fown 1o

bl wralen and mer & ses, b0 have that memory
P . G E:H&Eﬁ r.__..__._..._...k.._.___‘u few of them,
?._:.__.r._?:m._.a.r. hard and sullen-Faced, mut.
i e Rarced to turm back and look,
b had this been done to their own,
u_m,ariﬂm_._n n____mmr:w. uﬁ._
x done. And yet how quackly

oo (RIS, bl _..-_._.r-— ad, it had be & i
Foles? A shrug of uﬁtﬁerrﬁﬁ;il!liinimuﬁﬂ%_ﬁ_
hese g can be forgotin NEFe. L imistic —1 have been here longer

hante: 8. Forgive me £ ]

s 1 want o, and it

Lawe,
Davsd

ST v DsCLSSIoN .
hﬂ-.__.w:i_ nﬂuvﬂ"_._.-!w““”l“_"n_r“_?ni soddiers? Did it change their attitudes toward
themselves, their families, and the Emuhi:ﬁﬁ.._n.u . u
7 What did these soldiers thirik about their fellow soldiers and thisir enemy?
i from Americans in the service
i H t vadiryg these and ofher such lethers .
?._“” Hmﬁ.___.u:na the views of peaple on the home q.mn;.__m To what degree did
thiese private letters reinforoe or qualify odficial, public accounts of the war?

Document 25-5

Rosies the Riveter Recall Working in
War Industries

The all-cul saobdization of the American economy fo fuild ships, fanks, airplanes, weap-
enry. and eoery other form of military equipment created amilions of jobs, and womenr
rushed fo ilf them. Induwstries eqgerly hired wositen for teork previowsly dane ool g men,
Prpudarly dikbed Rosies the Rioeter, these women made o major contribution to the war
effert. Wartiee andtesteial work uvs also a mew exprrience for the wowren and it often
changed their lives, as the folloceingg bracf memairs denmonstrate,

Rosie the Riveter Memoirs, ca. 2004
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¢ & brother huddled around the radio in the kitchen. | could hear the familiar
fathe of our President, Franklin D. Roosevelt saying that the Japanese had just
“_.hnrﬁ_ pearl Harbor. Where was Pearl Harbor, | wondered? And why were they

ing us’

u_..:n.ﬁﬁ:::m. was saying quietly that he would enlist and hopefully be accepted

a pilot. 1 was full of questions, but not yet realizing what this would mean to
tﬂ ittle family and our ration. Right away most of his friends and mine . ..
H.ﬁ.._._ galking about the Inq.n:n the service, knowing that they would be called
(o SETVE our country. They did nob want o wait for that call and a group of them
agreed 1© sign up % 3000 a5 possible. Events happened so fast after that— they
vere all leaving their homes and families, including my dear brother. They were
qent to different boot camps all over the country. . ..

It seemed that our lives had changed overnight. My father was trying to get

it the service even thaugh he was in his forties. 1 was losing interest in school.
It somehow didn’t feel as important as it once had. | begged my father to give his
release for me to Jeave school. He was finally convinced by my promise to find a
job right away. Dad persevered in his efforts to join up until, at last, he was
accepted into the Navy, and was soon gone. My mother was working long hours
and our house felt so empty. [ began working as a waitress in a creamery. But 1
knew this was not what | wanted to do. 1 was just marking time.

One night my friend Bonnie called me and said she had heard that Western
pipe and Steel in South San Francisco was hiring and she was going there in the
morning. [ said ['wanted to go with her and apply for a job there also. We met the
neat morning to figure out how to get there, Meither of us had a car, 5o we decided
to hitch hike. We were both hired that very day. Oh my, we really lied about our
ages! We put down that we were 18 years old, but | was not quite 17 yet! Mo one
raised an eyebrow!

My friend was sent to class to learn how to become a “Burner” 1 went to
welding classes, held right across the steeet from the shipyards, Completing the
required tworweek classes, [ became a “tacker” for a shipfitter named “Pucinedli.”
His Emglish was not perfect, but we worked well rogether and his sense of humor
helped the long days pass quickly. After a couple of months working with Puc-
nelli, | became a journeyman welder, That involved more complicated and chal-
lenging work, but 1 loved it. [ felt like | was finally doing something that would
bring my brother and others home again. T went bo work every day with enthusi-
asm and dedication. . . .

Donna Jean Harvey, Riveter and Radar Installer

I was born in Casper Wyoming . . . |and] was raised and educated there. .. .1
married Lewis Early Harvey in January 1941. He was drafted when the war broke
out. . .,

Labor force was critical at that time so 1 went to United Modification Plant
and learmned how to rivet, Jand] do installations of various kinds. ... When the
“new” radar system was implemented, | asked to be put on that crew. The FB.L
Investigated me and found me to be worthy and [ procecded to install radar along
with my riveting duties, while waiting for the next shipment of planes to come in.
They were sent here from the factory, literally as “shells” and we put them together
and sent them on thelr way to Europe and other points where the B-17s were
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Ther g et Wi ke tor think that Jonger | worked there. [ saw
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j_.. %Er%-i__v.ﬁhﬁa o talk about which haunt me o

Ny ERAgIC acradenis, rONE
uEE..u__.. dni aalizi haed  gemall infant at are
Icoubiniae o] i_..___nﬁw._a Those midnight shifts were “killers.* .
i i :_.E,a“ v husband in between MY ....-snnﬁ.ﬂ...... 1did
 sharing shores with qnﬂ_u_,a..s.n._.rnm as most of them wene a__..-_..wn widows”
H_.r._.nﬁ.__“..a we _..-M___d cach other a shoulder o cry on -”_Hﬂu—“ﬂ_ﬂ_am and a hug whether
:.niﬂ.i:iif.:ﬂ»uiﬁnma.m.id:m__ L o
Char commamity gathered together and %ﬁ_ scrap i and such to
help in the war effort and thanks to 2 good neighbor, who was Erowing a victory
garden: we managed bo get gifts of potatoes and lettuce ete. The government
wsued coupon books that allowed us two bananas a week, c_._w.n.uE._n of sugar
and so mary gallans of gas. We traded back and forth depending on our indi-

vidual needs. . ..

The day the war was over, | gathered up my young son and my parents and
we went 1o town and danced in the streets with everybody else, waved our flags
and fust generally whooped it up!!! Praised the Loed, it was over!! And ves, the
war changed my life. . .. [t also taught me that war is hedl, pure hell. . . . T pray that
once and for all . . people will leam to live in peace and respect each other for
wh they are and just get along. ...

home o caré for when

Delana Jensen Close, Machinist

Ispemt twio years of the war in a small town in the San Francisco Bay Area, at

the Yuba Manufacturing Company, making 155 millimeter howitzer field guns. . . .

When | arrived in California from Utah, | was told that a war plant had opened

_._ﬂii tawm of Benecia and was hiring women, o .. . | applied for work. After
o n_..“......hq_ia Iwas put to work operating one of the large boring lathes. . ..

oy _q_hH toid that when | applied for a job, the plant had been testing

ot if they were capable of running one of the big machines. [ was

hired and was. the only
time | wag qﬁﬁsaﬂauﬂjh wver aperate one of them, and in six months
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4 of the operation which T performed. My job was (o bore out the inside of the
ol where the breach lock fit It had to be perfect, the measurement within

P
ﬂd_..___“-u..ﬁ._ of an inch.

while my girl friends worked in the shipyards at Vallejo for 65 cents an hour,
[ was aMONE the elite: | made guns at Yuba, and was 2 machinist second class. |
joined the union, paid my dues, and earned $1.31 an hour. And on that grand
! nount, with the help of three housemates, | bought a house and furnished it. . . .
But we were living in a special time and place. There was an energy in the air
and in the people. We were wanted and needed and important to the war effort.

v-E Dy, on May B 1945 was a day of celebration, but ane of mixed emotions
for us. Wee lost our jobs. Yuba would no longer make guns. W said cur good byes,
and when the foreman of my section shook my hand and said goodbye, he added,
i were the best man I had.”

Loucille Ramsey Long, Sheet Metal Mechanic and Riveter

It was on Decemnber 7, 1941, Our family . . . heard on the radio . .. President
foosevelt sadly gave the news of Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor, T went outside
and looked up at the stars with a thought of how can [ help? 1 was 18 years old, |
was one of the eleven children of my parents who were farmers in Oklahoma,

In two months I took a bus to California to live with my sister in Clovis, Cal-
ifornia. | worked in a dime store a short time, then | heard that the government
wanbed women o sign up to be traimed to work at ship building and aircraft
repairs 1o replace men who were being called to services, My friend and 1 went to
Fresnvo and signed up for training.

We were sent to Santa Barbara and lived in a big house with many other
women, daily we were taken to a shop and were taught how to use tools in sheet
mital work in ship building, . ..

About two months later we were told we were to be taken to Sacramento. YWe
arrived and stayed in old Army barracks. We had an Army cook and lived there
and were bussed to the Fairgrounds to learn our trade in a big shop. We took les-
sons on both sheet metals for aircraft and ship bulding,

Chur instructor, Mr. Lloyd told me and my friend, Maxine Landtrip, be wanted
us bo go to Mather Field and 1o do repairs on airplanes, he was boss of all civilian
workers there. ...

The guys at Mather pulled many tricks on us such a8 being sent 1 a ol room
for female and male tools, but we did fine. At first there were only trairer planes,
later came the bombers. . . . We worked shift work all days and hours. . ..

We noted the crew would look real anxiows when they saw girls working on
their plane. They looked like “We don't know if we will make it to our destina-
tion,” semetimes one of the crew would wait and watch what we were doing, we
understood! We riveted in many tight spots with space only for a hand and a
metal bucking block. It teok both of us one o run the rivet gun and one to buck
the rivets. .,

We worked on B-24's, B 17, and many others. One day we had a meeting of
all workers, we were told that Mather had been chosen . . . to receive, check, and
work on the new bombers, the B-29's, We were told it was o be a secret and kept
that way for the rest of the war with Japan. If we told anyone other than our

People at the base we would be put in jail.
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