” ; ingt Germany in 1917, the United States

i Enﬂﬂﬂﬁhﬂ ﬂ»m»&::m. as a aiw_ power in world affairs,

m_.a._ E“_., nations had admired American economic might for de-

cades and Em“ﬂnﬂ the politics of the nation’s EE;EE.?&JSQE__, with
i~ orest for more than a century. Now, by entering the war and claiming a decisive
“a__..% in the peace, the United States took its place as one of the powerful indus-
trial nations that would shape global history in the twentieth E:Eq..__._ The follow-
ing documents illustrate the idealism of President Woodrow .__”.__m_mo_-__ 5 supporters,
the bitter criticism of the war by American socialists, the experience of combat, the

postwar suppression of political radicals, and outbreaks of violence against Afri-
cin Americans.

DocuMenT 22-1

The North American Review Considers
War a Blessing, Not a Curse

Mamy Americans’ growing determination to enter the war in Europe i

o ; ! pe is captured by the
qu&.”ﬂ H.“.“H.Wmh_n..ﬁa_. the North ._#:.-mqrnE._. Review, written om the eve &w muqﬂm._m“____.mw:u
the aaﬁﬂzﬁmiﬁ_? # congressional declaration of war. In the selection below,

the rensons for war and called u 7 ; i
i 3 port all Americans fo unite behind the
president. The editors looked forward to a benevolent war and a prosperous peace that

_Tm ] 5
ramonized the interests of e government with fhat of industries and all citizens. Behind

these bellicose arguments fay | . ;
uncorioinced Bt war s hﬂ”@mﬂhﬁ_hﬂwﬁﬁ ST Ao sk s, el

For Freedom gnd p
em ;
The point .. s that Germany’s nl ocracy, April 1917

absolutely assassination o el Mr "2 to keep peace with us is to renounce

at se
= bagugﬁmﬁﬂhﬁmiﬂwiﬂgmﬂgnw—m
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woodrow Wilson] she must do and
gident [WOO, . s she solemnly promised him she
pré 1d do- geemingly this cannot now be achieved, .nczhj:ﬁ._ﬂ”__ we __ﬂml
worll pe and pray—for War to follow soon the .

.u. . . .
_.Wﬁq”m_*n. Congress, *c.}ﬂ—.ﬁ_pﬁw and ko all the Eu._._&._n._.._...h_.mm".ﬂ; s Nneschene: vl
el e shall await with grimmest zest (Wilson’s) recital of treaties broken, of

done, of lies told, of treacheries bared of el
____..__:Hnﬂm....‘....__n all the most shameful shocking, mean and Jow borme, of suicders com

. practices against civiliza-
iy umarity 31 oron deceny secorded even n the history of arbarsn,
in the m.mﬁ_r.._...”__. n 52y NOW, a8 F.E.M.. the sake of peace. ... Well and truly might
—..__.m....‘...m_ﬂ.: Vv F._M._..._ 1) __..m e il .._..—..__ Madison did say a century and five years

«Our moderation and conciliation have had no other effect than ko encoura
6 adve rsaries’] perseverance and to enlarge pretensions, ..~ Be
e e behold .. S the H...q_..m_.mmn___. might [say] . .., "on the side of Gerenany, 4
ate of war against the United States, and on the side of the United States a state
of peace toward Germany: .. .

[Tihe President Tmnm‘_.__-.:_._ remarked . . . that “we are provincials no longer,
ihe tragical events of the thirty months through which we have just passed have
made us citizens of the world.”

The fact is . . . that we have not been provincials since the Fourth of july, 1776,
put ever since that date have been citizens of a world Power. We EEEH:“& o
elves as such when we declared to the world that these States were free and
independent and that as such they had “full power to levy war, conclude peace,
contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which
independent States may of right dol.]”....

Surely it is high time for us to realize justly our own status, and to see that in
uking part in the affairs of the world we are not entering upon any dubious and
perilous “new departure,” but are maintaining the sound and consistent policy
which was enunciated and practiced by the founders of the Republic and the mak-
ers of the Constitution, which has been sustained by every President beginning
with Washington and which is bound now to be upheld to the limit of his own
courage and his country’s resources by Woodrow Wilson.

The issue is in doubt no longer. We know now, if we have not known before,
what this war is. It is the last of the great battles for Freedom and Democracy. . ...
Personal government has disappeared forever from every part of the Western
hemisphere. . . . Can anyone doubt that the beginning of the end of absolutism is
athand; . . . that liberty for the patient German people is s certain as freedom for

IR

* downtrodden Hungary, for despoiled Serbia and for bleeding Armenia?

So mighty a change cannot be wrought in a month or likely in a year—and
not at all unless and until the rulers of Central Eurcpe shall yield o a E..HE of
freemen. Wholly aside, then, from the injuries and insults which America has
endured at the hands of the [German] War Lord ..., does not rﬂm_._.mm,m higher
_“_.E..u__.__ her greater Dﬁ.ﬁ.ﬂ.ﬁﬁ-ﬂ__q‘ lie along the _uﬂ-_.__ af the shot heard ‘round the
d_...__n.u_nu Are we to permit others to finish the glorious work which we .onﬂyﬂ i
in the name of Almighty God? Shall we renounce our WP ﬁa_,ﬁ.ﬂ..%.w ﬂ
@mpletely that, at the end of the war, we may niot deny ... the ranss - e

St

II-'IIII-IIIIIIIIlPI-.]
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19 From “For Freedom and Democracy, editorial, North 4
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Are we opposed to Prussian militarism? Why, we have been fighting :ﬂ since
the day the Sccialist movement was born: and we are going to continue to fight it
day and night, until it is wiped from the face of the earth. Between us there 15 no

sical . - e p 3 T ) ok ¢ languished In
gonal and bogea sgsity of UAIVE ; . o—no compromise. . . Multiplied thousands of Socialists have lang
5 thie nevesby nd private enterprise L ; .
4 :_u_ﬂ _u...“s;.nu the ﬁbcnaimiz_ﬂib%u:n_ commercial AMW the jails of Germany because of their heroic warfare upon the despolic ruling class
o co-operatio ot ] ! .
lete 0O-0P* - method of securing ourselves and to improve our of that country. . ..

e BO ..,_A._..n.q._n_.

h will enable us sccessiull il —uimﬂ.___.._. come to the world

e A ored pesce which W

opportnities

N
QUESTIONS FOR READING AN _u_uﬁrm.m.n%um
v Why did the editors helieve the war

i ¢ ol erica
dom and Democracy » How did Am

behavie, according to the editors? :

3 The editors outlined many PEASCINS manm_un_.mﬂ.
the advantages and disadvantages of gOIE
would bear the costs?

. Why were some congressional representatives

" editor? Were they simply cowardly? I

5 Why did the editors consider war “curative, not nmﬁ._n_.i.a a blessing, not a
curse” T What would be cured? Who would be blessed?

5 Why was “complete co-operation between the Government E._h privabe enter-
prise” so important, according o the editors, and how would it affect the war

and the expected peace?

#ihe last of the great battles for Free.
n jdeals compare with German

i wear, What, in their view, werg
war? Who would benefit? Wha

“timorous,” according o the

DoCUMENT 22-2

Eugene V. Debs Attacks Capitalist Warmongers

The Secialist Party opposed American enfry inko World War I, calling it “a crime against

the people of the United States.” In June 1918, Eugene V. Debs, the party’s perennial
presidentiol candidate, spoke in Carbon, O, fo @ group of working peaple. In his speech,
excerpled here, Debs explained that socialists apposed the war ot becawse they were pro-
German but becanse they were anticapitalist. This speech precipitated Debs’s arrest for
wiolating the Espionage Act; e was convicted and sentenced to ten years in prison. In
1320, e campaigned for president from his prison cell.

Speech Delivered in Canton, Ohio, June 16, 1918
Why should a Socialis

| hate, 1 loathe, 1 n_m.nﬂ__.....m u._._._._up.r.]_ and .__.__n.._rnm?..___._—.._.. 1 have no ..J._.qn._.__v.. use for
the Junkers of Germany, and not one particle more use for the Junkers in the
United States.

They tell us that we live in a great free republic; that our instituhons are dem-
ocratic; that we are a free and self-governing people. This is too much, even for a
joboe. But it is not a subject for levity; it is an exceedingly serious matter.

To whom do the Wall Street Junkers in our country marry their daughters?
Adter they have wrung their countless millions from your sweat, your agony and
your life's blood, in a time of war as in a ime of peace, they invest these untold
millions in the purchase of titles of broken-down aristocrats, such as princes,
dukes, counts, and other parasites and no-accounts. Would they be satisfied to
wed their daughters to honest workingmen? To real democrats? Oh, nol ...

These are the gentry who are today wrapped up in the American flag, who
shout their claim from the housetops that they are the only patriots, and who have
their magnifying glasses in hand, scanning the country for evidence of disloyalty,
eager to apply the brand of treason to the men who dare to even whisper their
opposition to junker rule in the United States. No wonder Sam Johnson declared
that “patriotism is the last refuge of the scoundrel.” He must have had this Wall
Street gentry in mind, or at least their prototypes, for in every age it has been the
tyrant, the oppressor, and the exploiter who has wrapped himself in the cloak of
m‘wu.mnmm._:__ or religion, or both to deceive and overawe the people. ...

Socialism is a growing idea, an expanding philosophy. It is spreading over the
entire face of the earth. It is as vain to resist it as it would be to arrest the sunrise
on the morrow. It is coming, coming, coming all along the line. . . . Tt is the mighti-
est movement in the history of mankind. . . . It has enabled me . . . to feel life truly
worth while; . . . to be class-conscious, and to realize that, regardless of nationality,
race, creed, color, or sex, every man, every woman who toils, who renders useful
service, every member of the working class without an exception, is my comrade,
my brother and sister—and that to serve them and their cause is the highest duty
of my life. . . .

[O)uer hearts are with the Bolsheviki of Russia. Those heroic men and women,
those unconquerable comrades have by their incomparable valor and sacrifice
added fresh lustre to the fame of the international movement. . . . The very first act
of the triumphant Ruszian revolution was to —“_H_H_mm:.. a state of peace with all
mankind, coupled with a fervent moral appeal, not to kings, not to emperors, rul-

H

e
A

——
e T

g

t be discoura : . .“

“z the history of the Socialist movems qﬂ,ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ? greatest triumph in ers or diplomats, but to the people of all nations. . .. 3

.,__”} For us all—testing days for the women and i €3e are anxious, trying Wars throughout history have been waged for conquest and plunder... . . The 5
.:.: i the struggle of the workin class of all CApEhphalclens s L feudal barons of the Middle Ages, the economic predecessors of the capitalists of
ers of all the world, | g the world against the exploit- our day, declared all wars. And their miserable serfs fought all the battles. The

poor, ignorant serfs had been taught o revere their masters; to believe that when

S—

“Junkers: Members of the Prussian aristocracy, an especially militaristic and pohiti-
cally reactionary class in German society at that fime.
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pother, it was rofit and glory of the
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And that is war

y ul @
ned o cul class has always fought the

dher & st
e aree b - hedd them i comte n”_.._m_ﬁ u.EET.‘.un

fars andd Paref® ® 0 o tared the WATS U thing to lose while the subject
masbier chass s 3 \cs has had all oy g Em.ﬁ,n._._,__._”.. their lives. ...
Battle Tl masteT Ll 3.-1_.___3.5?&[ n._._umua—u..ﬁ.a...wn.uu_.gr
s had o ing, 19 B4 ._..uh..l.n-._m. ji canmn : 0y ke
" and here s .j e battles, the working class who make the
.Lw:, ass who fight all ho freely shed theif blood and furnish the
that ¢ ks orking class, W i declaring war or making peace. It is

vaice in €
does both, They alone
: ) . rsecuted for
ke pede liment it is b the Socialist moveme “.; _.”..._"...._..__._..:.M- fior this _.ﬂnu—.“.“
E_._?_._.L :H__uzﬁ ruth alone will make the Eﬂwm wuth hea always been
sake of the LuEh: h the ﬁmum_ﬂ.
the truth must not ﬂﬂ:ﬁ:ﬂw “ﬂ“ exploiter, the robber. So the truth must
dusgeni 42 Hﬂi& e s why they are trying to destroy the Socialist
W-... :.un_. u-a.. ... ..

395__", dia not attack ..h..n_.__._n__.sw..,r We do not Enr-
«d to our faith. . .. There is no rom i ou
Hﬁ the soclal system in which it is possible for one man to amass a stupen-
s fortune doing pothing, while millions of others sulfer and struggle and ago-
nize and die for the bare ncessities of existence. . - .
T tuen vour back on the corrupt Republican party and the corrupt Demo-

tic party— the gold-dust lackeys of the ruling class counts. for something, It
e epra ol esopulr ind crupt
talist parties to join @ minority party that has an ideal, that stands for a principle,
and fights for a cause. This will be the most important change you have ever
madé. . ..
Give me a hundred capitalists and let me ask them a dozen simple questions
about the history of their own country and I will prove to you that they are as
ignorant and unlettered as any you may find in the so-called lower class. They
know little of history; they are strangers to science; they are ignorant of sociology
anel blind to art but they know how to exploit, how to gouge, how to rob, and do
it with Jegal sanction, They always proceed legally for the reason that the class
which has the power to rob upon a large scale has also the power to control the
government and legalize their robbery. ...

._._.ﬁ. are continually talking about your patriotic duty., It is not their but your
patriotic duty that they are concerned about. There is a decided difference. Their
EHMH_ _H_q never takes them fo the firing line or chucks them into the trenches.
- w amaong other things they are urging you to “cultivate” war gardens,

il at the same time a government wa : i
% r report just issued shows that practically
percent of the arable, tillable soil is held
& ; out of use by the landlords, specula-
rs. and profiteers. They themselves d . p i
they ¥ E 0 rot cultivate the soil, They could not if
widd. Nor do they allow others to cultivate i i :
themaetve, 0 poket the millons of dollrs of uneurec . << 1 Il 10 ERFICH
lars of uneamed increment. Who is it that

makes this land valusble while il i
Who packets this tremendous 't 5 fenced in and kept out of use? It is the people.

oy 8 documulation of valye? ords.
wha 1ol not and Spin not are supreme 3 agmdhmn”muﬂ ;ﬁmﬂﬁuﬂﬁﬂ

e S8

declare war and they alone

to avenge curselves upon those
hearts for hate, except for the

WORLD WAR & THE PROGRESSIVE CRUSADIE AT HOME AND ARRUAT, 19141950 .|..ﬁm
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This lord who practically owns the earth tells you thal we are fighting this
war to make the world safe for democracy — he, who shuts out all humanity from
his “un.___.._.:r. domain; b, who profiteers at the ex pense of the pe ple who have been
olain and mutilated by multiplied thousands, under preterse of being the great

jean patriot It 15 ke, this identical patriok who is in fact the ar h-cnemy of
is he that you need to wipe from power, 1t is he who s a far greater

war liberty and your well-being than the Prussian junkers on the other
= Atlantic Ocean, ., .

[W]ar comes in spite of the people. When Wall Street says war the press says
war and the pulpit promptly follows with its Amen. In every age the pulpit has
been on the side of the rulers and not on the side of the people.

Political action and industrial action must supplement and sustain each
other. You will never vobe the Socialist republic into existence. You will have to
lay its foundations in industrial organization. The industrial union is the fore-
cunner of industrial democracy. In the shop where the workers ane associabed
is where industrial democracy has its beginning, Organize according to your
industries! . ..

Then unite in the Socialist party. Vobe as you strike and strike as you vote. . ..

When we unite and act together on the industrial field and when we vote
together on election day we shall develop the supreme power of the one class that
can and will bring permanent peace to the world. . . . We shall congquer the public
power. We shall then transfer the title deeds of the railroads, the telegraph lines,
the mines, mills, and great industries to the people in their collective capacity; we
shall take possession of all these social utilities in the name of the people. We shall
then have industrial democracy. We shall be a free nation whose government is of

and by and for the people.

And now for all of us to do our duty! The clarion call is ringing in our ears
and we cannot falter without being convicted of treason to ourselves and bo our
great cause,

Do not worry over the charge of treason to your masters, but be concermed
about the treason that involves yourselves. Be true to yourself and you cannot be

a traitor to any good cause on earth.

QUESTIONS FOR READING AND DNSCUSSION

1. According to Debs, why were "these ... . anxious, irying days"? What was the
significance of his slogan “Vote as you strike and strike as you vote”?

2. Why did Debs object to Wilson's pledge that the war would make the world
safe for democracy? Did Debs and Wilson agree about the democratic possibili-
ties of developments in Russia?

3. According to Debs, how should working-class people respond to the patriotic
appeals of leaders? How should they avoid treason? In what way conild peace
be achieved?

4. Do you think Debs should have opposed the war, even though US. troops
were fighting in it? Why or why not?
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from the Front

 iw poetlEmpOrary inzh?:wf.mﬁnq
w._m.__iﬂ _“_H arther France _n_z.lz..w. ol
P pis FIpOTICHOES to a friend back home in gy,

hﬂn...”oﬁ fours, harrors, ditd exhilaration that Miny

pocuMENT

s Letter

Anonymous Soldier

1etter to Elmer J. Sutters, 1918
Cote D'Or France

war (Hd Bunkie, : ; ;
[ _:.,._.,_HM nﬁ_" pa epileptic fits of comething like h.rm- u..q_am: vou read this
ter. that is because | sent oné o you a8 I know 1 haven't written you a letter for

come time. Too busy with Uncle Sam’s affairs just now and am working to beat

E_.u guess you would like to know of a few of my experiences over here while

the scrimmage was on 50 1Tl give you & few little yarns.
W were in the line up at Thiacourt (St. Michel Sector) at first and although

we did fiey actual .m___.ﬂ.—._z_.-.w A5 We Were im reserve at first _m._._..m then m.".._ M.._...ﬂ_ﬂ__u—.ﬁ_ we
got a lot of strafing from Jerry! in the nature of Artillery fire and Air raids,

But in the Argonne Forest was where we got in it in earnest and even if 1 do
say it myself, the good old Lightning (7Eth) Division will go down in history as
second fo none for the work they did there,

1t was here, od man, that [ got my first Hun? with the bayonet. That was on
the day prior to taking Grandpre and we had just broke through the enemy first
line defenses when this happened.

We were pressing through a thicket when this big plug-ugly Hun suddenly
loomed up in front of me and made a ene-armed stab at me with his bayonet. You
can make a hell of a long reach this way, but it's a rather awkward thrust as the
bayoret makes the rifle heavy at the muzzle when you've got hold of your rifle at
”_._# wnﬁ__ _“._.ﬁmmm_“.w___nﬂmrm this guy had. A homelier guy I never saw before in all

¥ Life and he' two in 5is i
s e M P o in size compared to Dad and you know what a big
Well you can imagine that this bud did not catch me unawares.

I was ready for him. I thought i i
. . ght 1 was going to have a stiff one-sided
ght on my hands, with the odds in his favor, but he was %Hﬁ.r Before | .“_.__m.__

From Anan i e
Letters: mu_ii,.ﬁw_uﬁ Soldier to Elmer . Sutters, 1918, in Andrew Carroll, ed., War

Correspanden _
Press, 2001), 162-67, ce from American Wars (New York: Washington Square

ﬁ:@.mu.ﬁ term for a German soldier,
un: Slang term for a German soldier.
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cealized it myself I parried off his blow and had him through the throat. It was my
first hand to hand fight.

It was all over in a second, that is it for Jerry. He never even made a shriek.
He went down like & log.

1t was hand to hand all the way through that section of the woods as it was

_nﬁ-_._km_um._....& a vulnerable point, but we finally cleared them out andd ._._ﬂ...._.._.Tu up the
for an attack on Grandpre itself. . .
Wi took it, but at heavy cost. 1 lost a buddie in that last charge. If short five o
pen yard dashes can be called a charge and 1 certainly didn’t have much love for
ihe Boches' after he went west. We can’t mention any names of boys who were
killed in our letters so Il have to postpone it until 1 get home but he came from
wew Hampshire and a whiter fellow never lived. He was an only child too, old
chap and his parents certainly have my sympathy.

Although [ don’t know his people 1 wrote a letter to them trying to make it as
soft as | could. Well, he gave his all b the cause and you can't expect & fellow to
do more, If a fellow goes down, it's up to the next one to carry on and make thermn
pay dearly for every life taken. You know what 1 mean.

| know that the first thing you would ask me when you see me again for the
first if 1 was afraid. Now I am not going to stick my chest out and exclaim “Like
hell [ was” or anything of the sort. I sure was afraid, and you and any other chap
would be oo, but what | was afraid of most was that T would be yellow.

If a fellow gets a yellow streak and backs down the other boys won't have
anything to do with him and that was what [ was afraid of the most, of getting a
yellow streak.

But | didn't. | was as plucky as any other doughboy and carried on all the
way through and although I didn’t get as much as a scratch 1 had many a close
call. Enough of them to make a fellow’s hair turn white, I crouched for three hours
one night up to my waist in water in a shell hole waiting for our barrage to lift.

The water was like ice and there [were] four or five dead Huns floating
around in it too. Not very pleasant, eh?

While sneaking about the ruins of Grandpre "Mopping Up” we came across
a Prussian Chap in a ruined building with a rifle. He was a sniper, alive and the
reason he was still there was because he could not get out although the opening
was big enough for him to crawl through. During the bombardment the roof of

the building had fell through in such a way as to pin him there by the feet and
although he was practically uninjured he could not get himself free. I'll explain
better when I see you, as I can tell it better than [ can write it. He begged us to help
him and although we had been cautioned against treatury [treachery] one of the
fellows who was with me put down his rifle and started to crawl through to free
him. The moment he got his head and shoulders through the hole which had been
smashed by a shell, by the way, this Hun hauls off and lets him have a charge right
square in the face.

Poor Dan never knew what happened. His face was unrecognizable. We
didn’t do a thing but riddle that hole, we were that furious, and we didn’t stop

shooting until our magazines were empty.

way

‘Boches: Slang term for German soldiers.
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tived. ... Dan was some husky

that every !
riest shunk ‘here out in Tennessee where

.;r_,.._u_,._m_“ foot-ball playes sy
: roither presty stiff proposition, We by
Lp mear m?:t:..“......_ﬂu__u_“hﬂr“%? be :.“..__: af ...._u_..ﬂ.:._n Bun nests, We M_EH
fight throagh the w_w,w_;ip with hand grenades and while we were sneaking up
st cheaned ..._.:.__4._ hickly wopded, we SW these Huns suddenly dAppear ang rup
a rather steep bill. € ._._.._“_._“_u_:.._ﬂ.: down inte a clearly camouflaged dug-ouy.
i a_ﬁm vxmm“:.nmuuﬁ the Huns hard, they weee iﬁuq....a.‘ thve Famous Pryg.
The Yan fiﬂm e these three birds had gone down into their hole o
san Gaard boo, an ihena of 18 together, all Buck Privates. | took 5 hand
out the retaining pin and heaved it down inty gy
an explosion in about six seconds. T threw pyg

the first and keep it company. Well after the big noise had

stopspeed dowm thiere we crept down o d.._._;._.d__m‘:..... .
There was only one room down these, 2 big concrete affair and only pne
down, and that room was a mess, There were fifteen

entrance, the one wi Came
dead Huns down there and the walls, floor and ceiling wene splashed with red, e
you can see what damage a hand grenade can do. Tdon’t know whether my gre.
nadis killed them all, we didn't have time to ascertain, as we had to hurry right
out again, but I know [ got the thre we saw beating it down there.
I was also with a detachment of men who ook a dozen prisoners out of a
dug-out and the worst of the whole thing was that they were only mere kids.
Just think of it old man, Mere kids, that is the most of them and they all

expected to be killed immediately.
They were all scared stiff, We bagged the lot and sent them to the man under

guard.
. Well I was there to the finish old man and we had just mashed Frite's' last
resistance up near Sedan when we were relieved by a French Division who cap-

tured Sedan next day. , .,
Fritz pulled off a peach of an air raid. . . . It was about 7
. A =3 and qui
very dark outside when the thing started and he came back nmﬁs ab%mmﬂmuwﬂ

regular intervals of ten minutes and bombed the hell PR
”___“H,ﬂ_t._ﬂ_ E. mally wanted fo get ... was our mcvﬁ_u_ m:%ﬁhhﬁﬁﬂbﬂﬁw in sight,
him, .ﬁﬁ“& One sane —._:.uw o do and [ did . Zn.,._d.._m heroic about _.En_
s _:.H iy _ﬂ__ﬂhﬁ.ﬁn 1t wasn't the first ime [ did it either, even though my
walked ¢ait on ms. hﬂu hale through my ribs at the time. I went outside and
upon ... along ==.=H Em and lay down fla in a shallow trench I had stumbled
or rather a general E__m .”_,.__H. I stayed there all night too. It was an organized raid
mie all night. . .. [Ofne Ha_u Hﬂwﬁﬂﬂzm from the exploding bomb all around
Engi Ight near a small

S it ot gt %
4 big piece H.__.__.ﬁ_"#_&nw“ia_ 1000 150 yards from where I was laying . . . and

own rn.ﬂumﬂ.nm“__n D._-_m__... six feet _.HO._..—.- S__.._..ﬁ_nﬁ. —.mr.mm.

_ The next instant ane the :
sific force, .. r landed right on the railroad and exploded with ter-

That Hun ®
by i poashed

came from.

Frite: Slang term fae Cerman soldie —
I.
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This one burst about 500 yards away from me, but these things can kill at

000 yards and the concussion lifted me up out of this trench between the rails,
ahout a fool oF 50 in the air and [ came down again ker-flump. b wasnta pleasant

but mothing hit me and that was better tham anything, . .
guess this will be all for just now so with best regard and good wishes

pn v, Elmer, Maother Sutters, Pop, Muit, and all the: kyoodles. | close.

Your Old Friend and Comrade in Mischiel
Drickwitch

"5 Say you old slab of a lop-sided tin-cared Jackass, what's wrong with you any-
how. Got writer’'s cramp or what? Pick up a pen for the Love af Pete and write to

yout old buddie in France. Dick

QUESTIONS FOR READING anD Discussion
1. What was this soldier most afraid of? Why? What did his fear suggest about

motivation for combat? What did he seem to mean by the term “the cause™?
2 Did this "doughboy” take pride in killing "Huns"? Did he express regrets or

doubts about kKilling? Why or why not?
3. To what extent did his combat experiences seem different from his prewar lite?

Did his prewar experiences and expectations seem to influence his life as a

soldier?

DocumEeNT 224

Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer Defends

America from Communists

The Bolshevik Revolution in Russia terrified many Anericans. They ferred commurism
would spread in the Linited States with the felp of pliticel radicals and inimigrarts. To
stippress this “Red menace,” LS, Attorney General A, Mitchell Patnrer organized @ series
of raids to round up and deport immigrants suspected to be Communists, Civil liberties
defenders demounced Palmer's raids as violations of the LS. Constitution. Palmer
defended the anti-Red crackdown in an essay, excerphed belotw, that described his percep-

tiom of the Red menace and what had fo be done fo defeat it

The Case against the “Reds,” 1920

[Forum editor’s note: The plans for fomenting a nation-wide revolution in this coun-
try, prepared by [Leon] Trotzky in Moscow, are in the files of the Attorney-General’s office.
It is upon these proofs that the Attorney-General has decided upon @ vigoreis system of
arrest and deportation of radical aliens, which e says he will pursue Bl the Uniled States

is purged of Bolshevism. .. |
In this brief review of the work which the Department of Justice has under-
taken, to tear out the radical seeds that have entangled American ideas in their

From A. Mitchell Palmer, “The Case against the ‘Reds,’ ™ Forun 63 {February 19200,
17385,
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s 1eft. In place af thee United States Covern.
L y st thing m of poleheviki tyranny such ag g,

ot pave the BT L ica lterature demands the overthpyy,
i obedience b the instingts of crig.
o, E-:;..F__“.M:n _._.__u“.._“_. ._.ﬂfmn“._m_._.—w_h. Purpose
; ion of the criminals e world

s, thal = mass fonmation b

o communisim 4pPEATS 3“.2,.% life, o usurp Property dﬁp,.?mw have noy
overthrow B decencies © J___“_EE of life regardless of health, sex or religiogg
|dest dreams of such low aspirations

parned, 1o disrupt the the wil
nghts. By a liseratue that _,:__H_ﬂ inds, communism distorts our soctal law,
ghat can ocrur o only the ¢rami makes is 10 “The Worker.” If they can lure the

The cheet -ihﬂ“—ﬂgﬂﬁ of thieves, i they can showe him that he weill

wigr-sammeT 10 J0U0 - quceeeded i petraving him to their own crimg.
by & / i

wmi#mim#ﬁ?n..?_?ﬂn. }
- Read this manifesto wsued in Chicago:

THE COMMLNIET PARTY MANIFESTCH
new era. Europe i In revolt. The masses of Asia
vllapse. Thi workers of the world are see-
Ot of the night of war is coming &

“Thae weorld i o thie verge of a net
are stisving wnedsily, Capstalism & [0 €
:m.i!rﬂ:ilnﬁ:.ﬁ_ir COHarARe.
rarw v,

“The spectee of communism haunis the workd of capitalism. Comemunism [is] the
hope of the workers by end misery and opprEssion.

“The workers of Russia ssushed the frond of inbérnational Capitalism and Im-
perialismn. They broke the chains of the lerrible waz; and in the midst of agony,
starvation and the attacks of the Capitalists of the world, they are Creating a new
social nder

“The class war rages Bercely in all nations. Everywhere the workers are in a des-

[peTate strugple agains! their capitalist masters. The call to action has come. The
workErs miisd drdwer Ehe call’

_“._.._..._”____._MHJEEE._ Farty of America is the party of the working class. The Commu-
¥ propases to end Capitalisen and organize a workers industrial republic.

hﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬁﬁﬂmﬂﬁrﬂfiam?ﬂa_ the procuct of industry. . . . The
'arty it nerblema of § ] i
S e _._.Ern?w_.:___n:_anﬁ _.x.._._.:.: rican worker are identical

Their mandfesto Furthe
T embr, i ixati
of men and women gbsessed i_kﬁ the various organizations in this country

American soclety. These include _ﬁ_nn__._ﬁ._‘.« having, disorganized relations to
misguided anarchists, the agiators e - [T Most radical socialists, the
moral perverts and the hyster; 4 © oppose the limitations of unionism, the
communism, ., ystencal neurasthenic' women who abound in
It has been inferred
: e "Regs”
arresting and deporti 55 i 57 that the United g -
the system :EH.“__E—H h:__...i._am_.ﬁ o M ey tates gn«:zﬂ:*_.g
u.u..__.n__._._..-. of Siberia . oy of Czardom, m.ﬁ_ﬁ._ﬂn-_._m
n banishmeng, My reply to such

AR Industria)
Warkers

‘neurasthenic: W of the Warlg

eurasthenie: Weakeneq v._._uzn?aﬁn._ o
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harges 15 that in our determination o rraintain oar government we are frealing

_f hem the privilege of

cuar

o

fusth

other pationality represented among them.
internal revolution in this country as 1 know it, but this may seTve to arcuse
American cifizen to its reality, its danger, and the great need of uni

stamp it
Justice will pursue the attack of these “Reds” upon the Govern

remaining in a country which they have openly deplored

_._...___.._

alien enemies with extreme consideration. To deny U

as an unenlightened

by, unfit for those who prefer the priv ileges Bolshevism, ghould be no
these Russian Bolsheviks

ship. It strikes me as an odd form of reasoning th
the Bolshevik rule, should be so unwilling to retum to Russta. The
+ of most of the alien “Reds” is Russian and German. There 1= almaost na

o review the entire menace of the
the

ted effort to

aut. under our feet, if needs be. It is being done. The Department of
mrent of the United

[t has been impossible in so short a space &

Srates with vigilance, and no alien, advocating the overthrow of existing lawe and
order in this country, shall escape arrest and prompt deportation.

It is my belief that while they have stirred discontent in our midst, while they

have caused irritating strikes, and while they have infected our social ideas with

the
(Al
for

disease of their own minds and their unclean morals, we can get rid of them!
nd not until we have done so shall we have removed the menace of Bolshevism

pood.

QuesTIONS FOR READING AND DISCUSSION

L

e

What did Palmer consider “the real menace of communism”? What did he
propose to do “to clean up the country o
Why did he believe Congress ignored “the seriousness of these vast organiza-
tions that were plotting to overthrow the Government™? What evidence did
Palmer believe showed that * ‘Reds’ were criminal aliens”?
In what ways did the “blaze of revolution” sweep "over every American insti-
tution of law and order”? What evidence did Palmer cite of this “prairie-fire”?
What legal basis did Palmer claim for his actions?
To what extent did Palmer believe that Communists were succesaful in tecruit-
ing American members? To what extent did “men and women obsessed with
discontent” advance the cause of communism, according to Palmer?
Do you think Palmer successfully defended his policy? Why or why not? What
did Palmer say about democracy and the Constitution? Do you think his view
that the "Government was in jeopardy” was accurate? Why or why not?

DoOCUMENT 22-5

An African American Responds
to the Chicago Race Riot

Race riots exploded in almost two dozen American cities during the swmmer of 1919,
Whiite mobs attacked African Americans indiscriminately beating, shooting, and lyvching
them. Shortly after the boody riot in Chicago, the governor of Hlingis appointed a biracial

commission to study the causes of the melee.
Chicagoan, wrote the following letter to Victor

Stanley B. Norvell, an African American
F. Lawson, editer of the Chicago Daily
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18 ; the commissg
the white members of Nission g
e 8¢ am__.. _“_“_____.Q of Biacks and ,ﬂ_&::q.___z.. that a “ney
described ﬂﬂ:ﬁﬂ?ﬁ Wiar [ and Hhe CORERIING inflisgice,
by the €5 50

Stanley B- Norvell
Letter to Victor E Lawson, 1919

v dlear Me Lawsan: ) ) ieciam is to obtain by investigation
. . D take it that the ﬁﬂﬂfﬂﬂqﬁra races that m"uwmﬁ_ the _m"..:_ﬁc_q.,w
“.xﬂuﬂFﬂﬂbbﬁﬂmRﬂaa%ﬂb" motion as to cause the heterogeneous mixture to
Pl pver in ..?. i.m._.h.._ﬂ...” ﬂmmnw:mn. jor the simple reason that few white mep,
ek ﬂ_zz. e entity. On the other hand, I daresay that almost any Negro
H._.ﬂ_hr.ahwdﬁn”_s street could tell you the cause, if he would, for it is doubt.
ful —aye, very doubtful=if he wiould tell you, because Negroes H.r.__..._”. n...mm._..u_._..__m.
higghly suspicious of white men, even such white men as they deem their friends
ordinarily. The Negro has always been and is now largely a menial dependent
apan the white man's generosity and charity for his livel _TQH.E_. and for this reason
he has become an expert cajoler of the white man and a veritable artist at appear-
ing to be that which he is not. To resort to the vernacullar, “conning™ the white man
has become his profession, his stock in trade. Take for example the Negro in Chi-
cago—and Chicago is fairly representative—sixty per cent of the male Negro
population is engaged i menial and servile occupations such as hotel waiters,
dining car waiters, sleeping car porters, barbershop porters, billiard room atten-
dants, etc, where “tips” form the greater part of their rermuneration. Thirty per
cent are laborers and artisans, skilled and unskilled, governmental and mumnicipal
emplayees; while the remaining ten per cent are business and professional men.
Linfortunately it is _-_:.nwu by the larger class—the menial, servitor and
funky class-—that the race is judged. Even at that, we would not object to being
judged by this class of our race, if those who did the judging had a thorough
—E_o._a__ua.mm of the individuals who make i
; make up this class. Unfortunately they have
not this knowledge nar can they get it except through the i ality of
such a commission as that to which vou gent] w.: _:w:ﬁ.imuﬂu_q o il
33k of Amesien krioen' You gentlemen have been assigned. The white
e lnriades W just about as much about the mental d i
v life and social activities of this class of Fnial an moral calibre,
the same z.._._..._._m_.m n.aux..n.__._._..._._m the inhab colored citizens as he does about
Mars.... [Wlere you o ask any ir.hzw of the thus far unexplored planet of
he. .. will discuss him in a m.m:n__._qm_ m"_ a.E: concerning these dusky servitors
: A Eh..nz,.—n.-w_ mn_: of way and if you press him
in spite of his years of acquaintance
1 about intellect, ability, ambitions,
e aﬁﬂ. he has come into daily contact
s him for granted, as a matter of

F

. : ! Victor | I
Negro during the Red Summey o _w_ﬂ.a?ﬂii n William Tuttle, ed., “Views of a
f Negro History 51 {July 1966), 211-18.
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[ can walk down the “Boul Mich™ and be surveyed by the most critical of
_...T_.ﬂ_...x._ﬁ Holmeses and T will wager that none of them _r.mm_"._ accurately deduce
what [ am or what | represent They cannot tell whether [am well off or hard up;
_...._.__..:._.J.._ am educated or illiterate; whether | am a northerner oF a southerner;
whether | am a native bom Negro or a foreigner; whether 1 live among beautiful
qurroundings or in the squalor of the "black belt.” | defy the ghrewdest of your
“:.c_..._,._ detectives b know whether | am a reputable citizen ot whether 1 am a
newly arrived crook. They cannot tell by looking at me what my income is. .
The point is that Tam only an ordinary, average Negro and that the white man is
constantly making the mistake of discounting us and rating us too cheaply. He
should wake up to the fact that brain is not peculiar to any race or nationality but
i merely a matter of development. . ..
The further causes of the apparent increased friction between the two races,
in my opinion is due to the gradual, and inevitable evolution— metamorphosis, if
you please—of the Negro. The Negro has also progressed in knowledge by his
study of the white man, while the white man blinded by either his prejudice or by
his indifference has failed to study the Negro judiciously, and as a consequence,
he knows no more about him than he did filty years ago and gtill continues to
judge him and to formulate opinions about him by his erstwhile standards. Today
we have with us a new Negro, Abrand new Negro, if you please. What opportuni-
ties have you better class white people for getting into and observing the homes
of the better class of colored people(?] Yet the duties of the colored man in his
menial capacities gives him an insight of your home life. As a suggestion, if 1 may
be permitted to make one, T suggest that the white members of this commission
make it their business to try 1o obtain an opportunity through some of the colored
members of the commission to visit the homes of some of our better class people.
You will find that “Uncle Tom® that charming old figure of literature conbempao-
rary with the war of the rebellion is quite dead now and that his prototypes are
almost as extinct as is the great auk, the dodo bird, old Dobbin and the chaise®. . ..
This was all brought about by education. . .. When a young colored boy of Chi-
cago goes through the eight grades of grammar school and wins the cherished . ..
diploma; then through a four year high school course and wins a university schol-
arship; and then goes to college and wins a degree .. . and is highly popular and
well received among his fellow classmates, it is a very difficult thing for him to get
it into his head that he is inferior to anybody that has no more knowledge, ability
nor money than himself. Regardless of what the eminent sociclogists may say, and
the fiery and usually groundless claims of the southern negrophile [negrophobe]
to the contrary notwithstanding, there is no amount of logic, nor philosophy, not
ethnology, nor anthropaology, nor sociology that can convince bim to his own sat-
isfaction that he is not the possessor of all the lesser and major attributes that go
to make up a good citizen by all of the standards which our republican conven-

tions hold near and dear.

Take the late war for example, and consider the effect that it has had upon the
Negro, by and large. 1 believe that the mental attitude of the Megro that went to
war is comparable in a certain degree to the mental attitude of most of the z...m_.a..__.”m
throughout the country; so far as the awakenings are concerned. The Negro of this

'Boul Mich: Michigan Avenue in Chicago.
iold Dobbin and the chaise: Horse and carriage.

[5]
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Stanley B. Norve)
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CUSSION ) 1
A BoeEm the causes of the Chicago race riot?
i 11, what were
1. According to Norve

gro”? How did whites jﬁ:gf “the race™?
/ id few white men I am or what 1 represent,”
B ::’hhr i:::ﬂd whites not “accura ' P

according to Norvell? , ‘ .
3. What dij Norvell mean by saying, “Today we have with us a new Negro™?

How did education influence attitudes among blaizks and w‘t‘ﬂtesz How did
World War I contribute to new attitudes among African Americans:

4. How did “the goggles of race prejudice” shape the experieqces _of blacks am:l
whites? What assumptions did Norvell make about the motivations of whites

and blacks and how they might be changed?
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COMPARATIVE QUESTIONS ; pres

1. In what ways did the editors of the North American Review’s arguments about ; T; ;‘E:
American war aims differ from Eugene V. Debs’s views? What accounted for : thr
the differences? How might each have responded to the other? : e

, . con
2. How does the doughboy’s letter reinforce or dispute the pro-war stance con- <
veyed in the North American Repiew?

3. To what extent were A. Mitchell Palmer’s raids against the Red menace an

outgrowth of Presid_em Wilson's wartime policies? Based on the documents in
this chapter, how might Debs have responded to Palmer?

4. To what extent did Debs's advoc sl
Stanley B. Norvell? Did N acy of socialism address the issues raised by

orvell .
other matters? endorse Debg s stance toward the war and

peal to patriotism intensifi i Durin

ideas do you think existed aboyt 8 the documents jn this chapter, what ! the Re
could be recognized, and wha v ho genuine Americans how they ; the se
¥ tthE'lI' dUhES and respnnsiblln were, ?ﬂw s ; EISE ;

ities were? : ’
the pr



