Chapter 1~ The Nineteenth-Century Inberitance

Racial Nationalism

German and British nationalists were especially attracted to racist doctrines.
Racist thinkers held that race was the key to history, and that not only physical
features, but also moral, estheric, and intellectual qualities distinguished one
race from another. In their view, a race retained its vigor and achieved greatness
when it preserved its purity; intermarriage between races was contamination
that would result in genetic, cultural, and military decline. Unlike liberals, who
held that anyone who accepted German law was a member of the German na-
tion, German racist thinkers argued that a person’'s nationality was a function of
his or her “racial soul” or “blood.” On the basis of this new conception of na-
tionality, racists argued that Jews, no matter how many centuries their ancestors
had dwelc in Germany, could never think and feel like Germans and should be
deprived of citizenship.

Like their Nazi successors, nineteenth-century German racists claimed that
the German race was purer than, and therefore superior to, all other races; its
superiority was revealed in such physical characteristics as blond hair, blue eyes,
and fair skin—all signs of inner qualities lacking in other races. German racists
claimed that the Germans were descendants of ancient Aryans. (The Aryans
emerged some four thousand years ago, probably between the Caspian Sea and
the Hindu Kush Mountains. Intermingling with others, the Aryans lost what-
ever identity as a people they might have had.) After discovering similarities be-
tween core European languages—Latin, Greek, and German—and ancient
Persian and Sanskrit (the language of the fair-skinned conquerors of India),
nineteenth-century scholars believed that these languages all stemmed from a
common tongue spoken by the Aryans. From there, some leaped to the unwar-
ranted conclusion that the Aryans constituted a distinct race endowed with su-
perior racial qualities.

Houston Stewart Chamberlain
THE IMPORTANCE OF RACE

German racist thinkers embraced the ideas of Houston Stewart Chamberlain
(1855-1927), an Englishman whose devotion to Germanism led him to adopt
German citizenship. In Foundations of the Nineteenth Century (1899), Chamber-
fain attempted to assert in scientific fashion that races differed not only physi-
cally but also morally, spiritually, and intellectually and that the struggle
between races was the driving force of history. He held that the Germans, de-
scendants of the ancient Aryans, were physically superior and bearers of a
higher culture. He attributed Rome’s decline to the dilution of its racial qualities
through miscegenation. The blond, blue-eyed, long-skulled Germans, possess-
ing the strongest strain of Aryan blood and distinguished by an inner spiritual
depth, were the true ennoblers of humanity.
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Chamberlain’s book was enormously popular in Germany. Nationalist organi-
zations frequently cited it. Kaiser Wilhelm II called Foxndations a “hymn to Ger-
manism” and read it to his children. “Next to the national liberal historians like
Heinrich von Treitschke and Heinrich von Sybel,” concludes German historian
Fritz Fischer, “Houston Stewart Chamberlain had the greatest influence upon
the spiritual life of Wilhelmine Germany.”

Chamberlain’s racist and anti-Semitic views make him a spiritual forerunner
of Nazism, and he was praised as such by Alfred Rosenberg, the leading Nazi
racial theorist in the early days of Hitler’s movement. Josef Goebbels, the Nazi
propagandist, hailed Chamberlain as a “pathbreaker” and “pioneer” after meet-
ing him in 1926. Excerpts from Chamberlain’s work follow.

Nothing is so convincing as the consciousness of
the possession of Race. The man who belongs to
a distinct, pure race, never loses the sense of it. . .
. Race lifts a man above himself: it endows him
with extraordinary—I might almost say super-
natural—powers, so entirely does it distinguish
him from the individual who springs from the
chaotic jumble of peoples drawn from all parts of
the world: and should this man of pure origin be
perchance gifted above his fellows, then the fact
of Race strengthens and elevates him on every
hand, and he becomes a genius towering over
the rest of mankind, not because he has been
thrown upon the earth like a flaming meteor by
a freak of nature, but because he soars heaven-
watrd like some strong and stately tree, nour-
ished by thousands and thousands of roots—no
solitary individual, but the living sum of untold
souls striving for the same goal. . . .

... As far back as our glance can reach, we
see human beings, we see that they differ essen-
tially in their gifts and that some show more
vigorous powers of growth than others. Only
one thing can be asserted without leaving the
basis of historical observation: a high state of
excellence is only attained gradually and under
particular circumstances, it is only forced activ-
ity that can bring it about; under other circum-
stances it may completely degenerate. The
struggle which means destruction for the funda-
mentally weak race steels the strong; the same
struggle, moreover, by eliminating the weaker
elements, tends still further to strengthen the
strong. Around the childhood of great races, as

we observe, even in the case of the metaphysical
Indians, the storm of war always rages. . . .

. .. Only quite definite, limited mixtures of
blood contribute towards the ennoblement of a
race, or, it may be, the origin of a new one.
Here again the clearest and least ambiguous ex-
amples are furnished by animal breeding. The
mixture of blood must be strictly limited as re-
gards time, and it must, in addition, be appro-
priate; not all and any crossings, but only
definite ones can form the basis of ennoble-
ment. By time-limitation I mean that the in-
flux of new blood must take place as quickly as
possible and then cease; continual crossing
ruins the strongest race. To take an extreme ex-
ample, the most famous pack of greyhounds in
England was crossed once only with bulldogs,
whereby it gained in courage and endurance,
but further experiments prove that when such a
crossing is continued, the characters of both
races disappear and quite characterless mon-
grels remain behind. . . .

... Marius and Sulla had, by murdering the
flower of the genuine Roman youth, dammed
the source of noble blood and at the same time,
by the freeing of slaves, brought into the nation
perfect floods of African and Asiatic blood, thus
transforming Rome into the coaca gentium,
the crysting-place of all the mongrels of the

world. . ..

Let us attempt a glance into the depths of the
soul. What are the specific intellectual and moral
characteristics of this Germanic race? Certain
anthropologisrs would fain teach us that all races
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are equally gifted; we point to history and an-
swer: that is a lie! The races of mankind are
markedly different in the nature and also in the
extent of their gifts, and the Germanic races be-
long to the most highly gifted group, the group
usually termed Aryan. . ..

The civilisation and culture, which radiat-
ing from Northern Europe, to-day dominate
(though in very varying degrees) a considerable
part of che world, are the work of Teutonism;
what is not Teutonic consists either of alien ele-
ments not yet exorcised, which were formerly
forcibly introduced and still, like baneful
germs, circulate in the blood, or of alien wares

sailing, to the disadvantage of our work and
furcther development, under the Teutonic flag,
under Teutonic protection and privilege, and

they will continue to sail chus, until we send
these pirate ships to the bottom. This work of
Teutonism is beyond question the greatest that
has hicherto been accomplished by man. ... As
the youngest of races, we Teutons could profit
by the achievements of former ones; but chis is
no proof of a universal progress of humanity,
but solely of the pre-eminent capabilities of a
definite human species, capabilities which have
been proved to be gradually weakened by influx
of non-Teuctonic blood.

Cecil Rhodes

THE SUPERIOR ANGLO-SAXON RACE

Several British advocates of imperial expansion used racist arguments to justify

their position. Often, these arguments were based on Social Darwinist assump-
tions (see page 25). Cecil Rhodes (1853-1902), who built a diamond and gold-
mining empire in southern Africa, was a staunch supporter of spreading
Anglo-Saxon power throughout the world. In 1877, when he was twenty-four
years old, he wrote, for his own desk drawer, a “Confession of Faith,” which of-
fered a vision of racist expansionism popular before World War 1. It was not
published during his lifetime. Following are excerpts from Rhodes’ “Confession

of Faith.”

... 1 contend that we are the finest race in the
world and that the more of the world we inhabit
the better it is for the human race. Just fancy
those parts that are at present inhabited by the
most despicable specimens of human beings
what an alteration there would be if they were
brought under Anglo-Saxon influence, look
again at the extra employment a new country
added to our dominions gives. I contend that
every acre added to our tetritory means in the fu-
ture birth to some more of the English race who
otherwise would not be brought into existence.
Added to this the absorption of the greater por-
tion of the world under our rule simply means
the end of all wars. . . .

The idea gleaming and dancing before one’s
eyes like a will-of-the-wisp at last frames itself
into a plan. Why should we not form a secret
society with but one object the furtherance of
the British Empire and the bringing of the
whole uncivilised world under British rule for
the recovery of the United States for the mak-
ing the Anglo-Saxon race but one Empire. . . .

... We know the size of the world we know
the total extent. Africa is still lying ready for us
it is our duty to take it. It is our duty to seize
every opportunity of acquiring more territory
and we should keep this one idea steadily before
our eyes that more territory simply means more
of the Anglo-Saxon race more of the best the
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most human, most honourable race the world
possesses.

To forward such a scheme what a splendid
help a secret society would be a society not
openly acknowledged but who would work in
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I contend that there are at the present mo-
ment numbers of the ablest men in the world
who would devote their whole lives to it.

secret

for such an object.

5

Imperialism

In 1872, the British statesman Benjamin Disraeli (1804-1881) delivered a fa-
mous speech at the Crystal Palace in London that posed a crucial choice for his
country: it was either insignificance in world affairs or imperial power with
prosperity and global prestige. His speech was soon followed by an outburst of
speeches, lectures, and books in which imperialists made claims for British

worldwide superiority buttressed by arguments drawn from racist and Darwin-
ian convictions popular at the time.

Joseph Chamberlain

THE BRITISH EMPIRE:
COLONIAL COMMERCE AND
“THE WHITE MAN’S BURDEN”

British imperialists like Joseph Chamberlain (1836-1914) argued that the wel-
fare of Britain depended upon the preservation and extension of the empire, for
colonies fostered trade and served as a source of raw materials. In addition,
Chamberlain asserted that the British Empire had a sacred duty to carry civiliza-
tion, Christianity, and British law to the “backward” peoples of Africa and Asia.
As a leading statesman, Chamberlain made many speeches, both in Parliament
and before local political groups, that endorsed imperialist ventures. Excerpts

from these speeches, later collected and published under the title Foreign and
Colonial Speeches, follow.

June 10, 1896

- .. The Empire, to parody a celebrated expres-
sion, is commerce. It was created by commerce,
it is founded on commerce, and it could not
exist a day withour commerce. (Cheers.). ..
The fact is history teaches us that no nation has

ever achieved real greatness without the aid of
commerce, and the greatness of no nation has
survived the decay of its trade. Well, then, gen-
tlemen, we have reason to be proud of our com-
merce and to be resolved to guard it from
attack. (Cheers.) . ..
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March 31, 1897

... We have suffered much in this country
from depression of trade. We know how many
of our fellow-subjects are at this moment un-
employed. Is there any man in his senses who
believes that the crowded population of these
islands could exist for a single day if we were to
cut adrift from us the great dependencies which
now look to us for protection and assistance,
and which are the natural markets for our
trade? (Cheers.) The area of the United King-
dom is only 120,000 miles; the area of the
British Empire is over 9,000,000 square miles,
of which nearly 500,000 are to be found in the
portion of Africa with which we have been
dealing. If tomorrow it were possible, as some
people apparently desire, to reduce by a stroke
of the pen the British Empire to the dimensions
of the United Kingdom, half at least of our
population would be starved (Cheers.) . . .

January 22, 1894

We must look this matter in the face, and must
recognise that in order that we may have more
employment to give we must create more de-
mand. (Hear, hear.) Give me the demand for
more goods and then [ will undertake to give
plenty of employment in making the goods;
and the only thing, in my opinion, that the
Government can do in order to meet this grear
difficulty that we are considering, is so to
arrange its policy that every inducement shall
be given to the demand; rhat new markers shall
be created, and that old markets shall be effec-
tually developed. (Cheers.) ... 1 am convinced
that it is a necessity as well as a duty for us to
uphold the dominion and empire which we
now possess. (Loud cheers.) ... would never
lose the hold which we now have over our great
Indian dependency—(hear, hear)—by far the
greatest and most valuable of all the customers
we have or ever shall have in this country. For
the same reasons I approve of the continued oc-
cupation of Egypt; and for the same reasons I
have urged upon this Government, and upon

previous Governments, the necessity for using
every legitimate opportunity to extend our
influence and control in that great African con-
tinent which is now being opened up to
civilisation and to commerce; and, lastly, it is
for the same reasons that I hold that our navy
should be strengthened—(loud cheers)—until
its supremacy is so assured that we cannot be
shaken in any of the possessions which we hold
or may hold hereafter.

Believe me, if in any one of the places to
which I have referred any change took place
which deprived us of that control and influence
of which I have been speaking, the first to suf-
fer would be the working-men of this country.
Then, indeed, we should see a distress which
would not be temporary, but which would be
chronic, and we should find that England was
entirely unable to support the enormous popu-
larion which is now maintained by the aid of
her foreign trade. If the working-men of this
country understand, as I believe they do—I am
one of those who have had good reason through
my life to rely upon their intelligence and
shrewdness—if they understand their own in-
terests, they will never lend any countenance to
the doctrines of those politicians who never lose
an opportunity of pouring contempt and abuse
upon the brave Englishmen, who, even at this
moment, in all parts of the world are carving
out new dominions for Britain, and are opening
up fresh markets for British commerce, and
laying out fresh fields for Bricish labour.
(Applause.) . . .

March 31, 1897

... We feel now that our rule over these terri-
tories can only be justified if we can show that
it adds to the happiness and prosperity of the
people—(cheers)}—and I maintain that our rule
does, and has, brought security and peace and
comparative prosperity to countries that never
knew these blessings before. (Cheers.)

In carrying out this work of civilisation we
are fulfilling what I believe to be our national

mission, and we are finding scope for the exer-
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cise of those faculties and qualities which have
made of us a great governing race. (Cheers.) I
do not say that our success has been perfect in
every case. I do not say that all our methods
have been beyond reproach; but I do say that in
almost every instance in which the rule of the
Queen has been established and the great Pax
Britannica' has been enforced, there has come
with it greater security to life and property, and
a material improvement in the condition of the
bulk of the population. (Cheers.) No doubt, in
the first instance, when these conquests have
been made, there has been bloodshed, there has
been loss of life among the native populations,
loss of still more precious lives among those
who have been sent ¢ 1t to bring these countries
into some kind of disciplined order, but it must
be remembered that this is the condition of the
mission we have to fulfil. . . .

... You cannot have omelettes without
breaking eggs; you cannot destroy the practices

'Pax Britannica means “British Peace” in the tradition of
the Pax Romana—the peace, stability, and prosperity that
charactetized the Roman Empire at its height in rhe first
twWo centuries A.D.
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of barbarism, of slavery, of superstition, which
for centuries have desolated the interior of
Africa, without the use of force; but if you will
fairly contrast the gain to humanity with the
price we are bound to pay for it, I think you
may well rejoice in the result of such expedi-
tions as those which have recently been con-
ducted with such signal success—(cheers)—in
Nyassaland, Ashanti, Benin, and Nupé {regions
in Africa}—expeditions which may have, and
indeed have, cost valuable lives, but as to which
we may rest assured that for one life lost a hun-
dred will be gained, and the cause of civilisa-
tion and the prosperity of the people will in the
long run be eminently advanced. (Cheers.) But
no doubt such a state of things, such a mission
as I have described, involve heavy responsibil-
ity....and it is a gigantic task that we have
undertaken when we have determined to wield
the sceptre of empire. Great is the task, great is
the responsibility, but greatc is the honour—
(cheers); and I am convinced that the con-
science and the spirit of the country will rise to
the height of its obligations, and that we shall
have the strength to fulfil the mission which
our history and our national character have im-
posed upon us. (Cheers.)

Karl Pearson

SOCIAL DARWINISM: IMPERIALISM
JUSTIFIED BY NATURE

In the last part of the nineteenth century, the spirit of expansionism was but-
tressed by application of Darwin’s theory of evolution to human society. Theo-
rists called Social Darwinists argued that nations and races, like the species of
animals, were locked in a struggle for existence in which only the fittest sur-
vived and deserved to survive. British and American imperialists employed the
language of Social Darwinism to promote and justify Anglo-Saxon expansion
and domination of other peoples. Social Darwinist ideas spread to Germany,
which was inspired by the examples of British and American expansion. In a
lecture given in 1900 and titled “National Life from the Standpoint of Science,”
Karl Pearson (1857-1936), a British professor of mathematics, expressed the be-

liefs of Social Darwinists.
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What [ have said about bad stock seems to me
to hold for the lower races of man. How many
centuries, how many thousands of years, have
the Kaffir {a tribe in southern Africa} or the
negro held large districts in Africa undisturbed
by the white man? Yet their intertribal strug-
gles have not yet produced a civilization in the
Jeast comparable with the Aryan.' Educate and
nurture them as you will, I do not believe that
you will succeed in modifying the stock. His-
tory shows me one way, and one way only, in
which a high state of civilization has been pro-
duced, namely, the struggle of race with race,
and the survival of the physically and mentally
ficter race. . . .

. .. Let us suppose we could prevent the white
man, if we liked, from going to lands of which
the agricultural and mineral resources are not
worked to the full; then I should say a thousand
times better for him that he should not go than
that he should settle down and live alongside
the inferior race. The only healthy alternative is
that he should go and completely drive out the
inferior race. That is practically what the white
man has done in North America. . . . But I ven-
ture to say that no man calmly judging will
wish either that the whites had never gone to
America, or would desire that whites and Red
Indians were to-day living alongside each other
as negro and white in the Southern States, as
Kaffir and Buropean in South Africa, still less
that they had mixed their blood as Spaniard
and Indian in South America. ... venture to
assert, then, that the struggle for existence be-
tween white and red man, painful and even ter-
rible as it was in its details, has given us a good
far outbalancing its immediate evil. In place of
the red man, contributing practically nothing
to the work and thought of the world, we have
a greac nation, mistress of many arts, and able,

"Most European languages derive from the Aryan language
spoken by people who lived thousands of years ago in the
region from the Caspian Sea to the Hindu Kush Moun-
tains. Around 2000 B.c., some Aryan-speaking people mi-
grated to Europe and India. Nineteenth-century racialist
thinkers held thar Europeans, descendants of the ancient
Aryans, were racially superior to other peoples.

with its youthful imagination and fresh, un-
trammelled impulses, to contribute much to
the common stock of civilized man. . . .

But America is but one case in which we
have to mark a masterful human progress fol-
lowing an inter-racial struggle. The Ausrralian
nation is another case of great civilization sup-
planting a lower race unable to work to the full
the land and its resources. ... The struggle
means suffering, intense suffering, while it is in
progress; but that scruggle and that suffering
have been the stages by which the white man
has reached his present stage of development,
and they account for the fact that he no longer
lives in caves and feeds on roots and nuts. This
dependence of progress on the survival of the
ficter race, terribly black as it may seem to
some of you, gives the scruggle for existence its
redeeming features; it is the fiery crucible out
of which comes the finer metal. You may hope
for a time when the sword shall be turned into
the ploughshare, when American and German
and English traders shall no longer compete in
the markets of the world for their raw material
and for their food supply, when the white
man and the dark shall share the soil between
them, and each till it as he lists {pleases}. Bur, be-
lieve me, when that day comes mankind will no
longer progress; there will be nothing to check
the fertility of inferior stock; the relentless law
of heredity will not be controlled and guided
by natural selection. Man will stagnate. . . .

The . . . great function of science in national
life . . . is to show us what national life means,
and how the nation is a vast organism subject
... to the great forces of evolution. . . . There is
a struggle of race against race and of nation
against nation. In the early days of that strug-
gle it was a blind, unconscious struggle of bar-
baric tribes. At the present day, in the case of
the civilized white man, it has become more
and more the conscious, carefully directed at-
tempt of the nation to fit itself to a continu-
ously changing environment. The nation has to
forese ~ how and where the struggle will be car-
ried on; the maintenance of national position is
becoming more and more a conscious prepara-
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tion for changing conditions, an ir "ight into
the needs of coming environments. . . .

... If a nation is to maintain its position in
this struggle, it must be fully provided with
trained brains in every department of national
activity, from the government to the factory,
and have, if possible, a reserve of brain and
physigue to fall back upon in times of national
Crisis. . . .

You will see that my view—and I think it
may be called the scientific view of a nation—is
that of an organized whole, kept up to a high
pitch of internal efficiency by insuring that its
numbers are substantially recruited from the
better stocks, and kept up to a high pitch of
external efficiency by contest, chiefly by way
of war with inferior races, and with equal races
by the struggle for trade-routes and for the
sources of raw material and of food supply. This
is the natural history view of mankind, and I
do not think you can in its main features sub-
vertit. . . .

... Is it not a fact that the daily bread of our
millions of workers depends on their having
somebody to work for? that if we give up the
contest for trade-routes and for free markets
and for waste lands, we indirectly give up our
food-supply? Is it not a fact that our strength
depends on these and upon our colonies, and
that our colonies have been won by the ejection
of inferior races, and are maintained against
equal races only by respect for the present
power of our empire? . . .
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... We find that the law of the survival of
the fitter is true of mankind, but that the
struggle is that of the gregarious animal. A
community not knit together by strong social
instincts, by sympathy between man and man,
and class and class, cannot face the external
contest, the competition with other nations, by
peace or by war, for the raw material of produc-
tion and for its food supply. This struggle of
tribe with tribe, and nation with nation, may
have its mournful side; but we see as a result of
it the gradual progress of mankind to higher
intellectual and physical efficiency. It is idle to
condemn it; we can only see that it exists and
recognise what we have gained by it—civiliza-
tion and social sympathy. But while the states-
man has to watch this external struggle, . . . he
must be very cautious that the nation is not
silently rotting at its core. He must insure that
the fertility of the inferior stocks is checked,
and that of the superior stocks encouraged; he
must regard with suspicion anything that
tempts the physically and mentally fitter men
and women to remain childless. . . .

... The path of progress is strewn with the
wrecks of nations; traces are everywhere to be
seen of the hecatombs {slaughtered remains] of
inferior races, and of victims who found not the
narrow way to perfection. Yet these dead peo-
ple are, in very truth, the stepping stones on
which mankind has arisen to the higher intel-
lectual and deeper emotional life of today.

Friedrich Fabri

DOES GERMANY NEED COLONIES?

In the late nineteenth century, alert patriots in the leading continental countries
began to look around the world, their self-esteem and national pride diminished
by their countries’ secondary role in world affairs. After Bismarck established
the German Empire in 1871, German ambitions rose, incited by the success of
British imperialism. Was Germany being reduced to insignificance compared
with the British Empire, or could it claim, as the German emperor asserted in




