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RACE AND CR

Helen Taylor-Greene

r”thc concepts of race and erime have been inextricably linked in the study of
‘J criminology and criminal justice since the lare-19th century. Today, many col-
leges and universities that otfer nndergraduare and graduare degrees in criminology/
ctiminal justice have cither a required oran elective course that explores the eco-
notnic, historical, political, and sociological conrexts of race and crime. Some also
include analyses of elrhniciiy, class, gender, and compararive perspectives, Most
of these courses focus on issues char continue to challenge justice praceitioners
and researchers including race and che extent of crime, police, courts, corrections,
juvenile justice, bias and hate crimes, immigration and crime, racial profling, and

sentencing disparities, Many of these issues will focus this discussion.

Whar is race? [ts definition is complex. Historically, race was conceptualized
biologically and primarily hased on one’s physical characreristics. Beliefs about the
superiority of Whites and inferiority of others, especially peaple of color, prevailed.
Over time, according to the American Anthropological Association (1997), the
concept of race ucquired a cnlinral and ideolngical contexrin the United States and

elsewhere in the world that

magnified the differences among Fnropeans, Africans, and Indians,
established a rigid hierarchy of socially exclusive categorics, underscored
and bolstered unequal rank and status differences, and provided the

rationalizacion thar the inequality was natural or God-given. (p. 1)

Biological differences henween individuals, especially their color and hue,

provide the foundation for what many refer to as the social construction of race
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(Aguirre & Turner, 2011), Are individuals that look different on the outside ditter-
ent on the inside? [f not, why are race and ethnicity (used here interchangeably with
minorities) at the center of so many controversies nationally and internationally?

In 2000, the U.S. Bureau of the Census noted that racial categories were socio-
political constructs and not scientific or anthropological in nature (Gabbidon &
Greene, 2015). The U.S. Census Bureau recognizes five racial categorics, includiig
American Indian or Alaskan narive, Black or African American, Narive Hawaiiar
or other Pacific Tslanders, and White; Latino or Hispanic origin is recognized
an ethnic category. A caregory for “some other race” with numerous comhing
tions to choose from was added in 2000 as well, [n 2010, “more than 9 millics
Americans considered themselves multiracial and selFidentified wirh rwo or more
races” (CGrabbidon & Greene, 2013, p. 7). Persons of Hispanic or Latino erliniv
itv, the largest minoriry group in the popufarion, alse are of very diverse origin:
(Cabbidon & Greene, 2015), Al members of a racial/erhnic-minority gronp are v
the samer there are culrural, subcultural, and class differences.

Consider Presidene Barack Hussein Obama. His mother was Whire, his fatha
was African. and he was raised for many years by his White grandparens i
Honolulu, Hawaii. Does that malke him White? African? African Americany Hi

is not casily caregorized as cither Blac

race—and thac of many other Americans
White, or other, At an earlier time in our country, President Obama wonld b

classified as Black and, depending on the time period, referred to as eicher mixe

mulacto, colored, Negro, or Alvican American because of his skin color. In the p
Americans with any African blood, especially if they did nor look Whire, wer
considered Black, Today, racial categories in the U.S. Census recognize sevel
mixed-race categories, including cwo, three, four, or more races. Another examg
is someone ltom another counery thae may look Black but does not idendily wi
the Black (American) subculture, Ravher she o he idencifes wirh che subeulnre
ber or his country of origin. [n spite of more mulriracial cacegories included i
Census, idcnlill\'in;; one's race does net caprure h(;'[('l'ogcncir)h that is, diferencs
henween and wichin racial and cthnie groups.

Unlike race (and \'l]mi(ily)7 ceime is easier to define, In rhe (':r|‘|y 2hth cenvery
Paul Tappan (1947) defined crime as “an intentional act in vielation of the arin -
nal faw (stavucory Taw and case law) committed without defense or exarnse,
penalized by the stare asa felony or misdemcanor” (p. 99). Over rime, even thous:
behaviors thar are illegal change, some, including murder, rape, burglary, 1.
theft, abways have been considered crimes. In the past and presene, many facton

including vafues, industrialization, immigration, and rechnological developmen::

have led to both che criminalizacion and decriminalization of many hehavio:
For example, when legislacive effores ro ourlaw che sale and use of alcohol fiite.
{the Volstead Act), it was decriminalized. Decades later, as the use of automobil:
increased, so did the problem of driving under the influence of alcohol or diuyg:
Die o increased artention, especially from Morhers Againse Drunke Dirivie

(NADIY, |wn.1|liu.\ for vehionlar homicides I‘))' drunk drivers have incrensed
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Chapter 7 ® Race and Crime

Even though marijuana has not been decriminalized nationwide, several states and
municipalities have made it legal to use for medicinal purposes and recreational use
and to possess small amounts,

Even though Whites commit numerous crimes—in fact, most crimes-——the
study of race and crime has been concerned primarily with those commiteed by
Blacks and other minorities. [n the past, acts considered criminal for Blacks were
not necessarily viewed as such when commicred by Whites, For example, prior to
the Civil War, slave owners were rarely punished for beating, branding, rapine,
and killing cheir slaves, According to Kennedy (1997), the law protected Whites
in order to maineain their supremacy. Both before and after the Civil War, che faw
was used to maintain social control and “keep the Negro in his place” (Work, 1937,
po D, s well as ro control tmmigrane Whites and other minorities ar the time
viewed s undesirable,

Some of the focus on minorities in the study of eriminology/eriminal justice
evolves from cheir disproportionate involvement in crime, especially violent per-

sonal erimes. According ro Young (1996),

The concepr of disproportionality, has become the mainsray of discussions
of race and crime., .. When aarhors veview rrends and parrerns of crime
and incroduce the “variable” race the comparisons are berween Blacks,
whites and others and che emphasis is on the dispropordonate involvement

of nonwhites, in particular Blacks. (p. 74)

ven l!mllgh Whires commir violent crimes, especially hias or hare crimes, they
donorreceiveas mnch areention as Blacks and other minorities, Whire-collay evines
commiitted by Whites do nocreccive much artention either. This fixation on Black
crime conribures ro the mcialization of erime (Covingron, 1995), 1 belief that the

majority of Blacks Gind perhaps other minorities) commit crimes,

The averrcliance on ofhetal staristics, such as the Federal Bureau of

tvestigarion’s Uniform Crime Reports (UCR), contributes to misperceprions
about race and crime in the United States. For example, most students are often
surprised to learn that (a) most Americans, regardless of race, are not arrested and
thar (b) even though Blacks are vastly overrepresented in arrest starisrics, most

persons arrested are Whire,

o and Victimization

The rwo major sources of sratisrics on crime and victimizarion are the UCR, col-
lected and compiled by the Federal Burean of Tnvestigarion (FBD), and the National
Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS), compiled for the Burcan of Jusrice Sratistics
(B]S) by rhe Ul Burean of the Census. Both the UCR and NCVS collect and
report information on race thar is available online, The BIS provides seatistics and

dacv analysis toals thae provide information on many justice ropics that include
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race and ethnicity, Many other governmental and nongovernmental sources pro-
vide information that permit analyses by race as well, such as the Death Penaln

[nformation Center and the Sentencing Project.

FBI Uniform Crime Reportis

The FBI UCR includes information on crimes reported, artests, clearance trends
and police employment data. In the “Crimes Reported” section of the 2016 FBI UCR
the estimated size of the United States population was 320,896,618, and an estimae
1,248,185 violent crimes were l'cported, about 386.3 violent crimes per 100,000 inhabir
ants. There were an estimarted 7,919,035 property crime offenses reported in 2016, a rau
of about 2,450.7 offenses per 100,000 inhabitancs. Larceny-theft offenses accountet
for over 71.2% of all property crimes in 2016 (FBL, 2017). Violent crimes increased b
about 4%, while property crimes decreased about 1% (compared with 2015),

In the “Persons Arrested” section of the UCR, informarion is provided by rac
in five categories: (1) Whites, (2) Blacks, (3) American Indian or Alaskan Native
(4) Asian, and (5) Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander. Tn 20106, there wer
an estimated 8,421,481 arrests, mose for drug abuse violations (1,242,630), othe
assaults (853,493), and larceny-theft (833,558). It is estimated that 69.6% of 2
persons arrested were White, and about 27% were Black; other races accounted fo
about 3.6% of arrests, and Latinos accounted for 18.4% of arrests (see Table 7.15

For the traditional Part I offenses (murder/non-negligent manslaughter, aggra
vated assaulr, robbery, forcible rape, burglary, farceny-thefr, mortor vehicle theft, ane
arson), Most persons were arrested for larceny-theft, 1'egm'dlcss of race, followed &
arrests for aggravated assaule and burglary, When examining rhe percentape distr
bution by race, Blacks are overrepresented in reported arrests for all Parc 1 crime
Whires for arson, and Hispanics for aggravated assault, rape, and moror vehid
theft (sce Table 7.1), Though not shown in Table 7.1, Whites, Blacks, and Hispanit
are overrepresented in several of the Part 1T offenses, including sex offenses (White:
Blacks, Hispanics), driving under che influence, liquor law violations and drunker
ness (Whites), weapons (Blacks), and gambling (Blacks and Hispanics) (FBE, 2017

Flow do the UCR arrest data contribute to understanding race and crime? Th
answer to this question is unclear and requires raking the following weaknesses ¢

the UCR data into consideration:

o Arrests of Hispanics and/or Latinos were included in the White category
until 2015, and some may still be recorded in that category.

#  Many (crimes and) arrests iare not reported (often referred o as the dark
fgure of crime), and others are not recorded by the police.

o The UCR urilize estimates of the total popularion, crimes reported, and
persons arrested that might be inaccurate.

o Police biases can result in different arrests for different individuals of

different ages, classes and races.
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Crine

To overcome some of the wealnesses of the UCR, the
Vicrimization Survey (NCVS) described in the nexr section was Cre:llctl as an alrer

native source of information on the extent of crime and victimization.

The Mational Crime Victimization Survey

“The Bureau of Justice Sracistics (B]S) publishes an annual bullecin vicled Crimiin:
Victimization. Parricipants are asked abour cheir experiences as vicrins of persona
and household crimes. The survey has been redesigned several times, most recentd:
in 2016, to improve data collection. In the 2016 bulletin, the reporred vicrimizz
tion rate for violent crimes was 21.1 per 1,000 persons (Morgan & [Kena, 20017

The overall race of violent crime for Blacks was 24.1; Whites, 20.9; Hispanics, 2.2.2
"5 are H'|(‘}m,i<_'4,i

and orher, 23.0. Unlike in the past, persons of two or more rac
the “orher” category. Rates were highest for persons aged 25 to 34 (31.8) follows
by those 1217 (30.9) and 18 to 24 (30.9) (see Table 7.2).

Like the UCR, the NCVS ulso has limirarions:

o lconly includes persons over the age of 12,

“ Victimization d;ml are based on the l'csl‘mlidn‘nrs recall about the inciden

L'ifll(‘l' h(,’ 01 );l!(‘ OfF someone in l'hC I\()ll.‘»’("h(){(l WIS 1!]\"(5]\’('(1 in.

Minorities are probably uv:'d('m,'pr@.x‘(:nruf since they are underrepresenes

in population stacistics and may he reluctant to participate o the survey.

[n spite of the limirations of both sources, they both seem o indicare rhar o

and victimization are important to any discussion of race and crime becouse b

sources show patterns that require explanation, Some of these explanarions four:

in the race and crime rheorcrical research are presented next.

i
i
\
\
I

}
=
i 'wm u‘u 'ﬁ \-w;i’!o;s\f J{
« Sl l »]'ﬁ“,i“‘ Uinlany i TN !
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fatal 211 7.0 47 1Y% 513
Sex
Male! 214 6.5 A3 60,51
Female 20.8 7.5 40.0 4371
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RACE AND CRIME

. Dvdo Afvican Americansand some other minorities continue to be overrepresented
4057 crime and victimizadon statistics? This question has perplexed criminologises and
e scholars for decades. Why do we downplay the role of justice professionals,

} 43,71 _ , ' _
svcially police and prosecurors and rheir discretiona ry decisions concerning arrest,
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s include ability of individuals ro work rogether for the good of the community, Unlike

-theindi- communities with high levels of social ca pital (Flawes, 2017), chose with low levels
wsearch is of positive social capital and cohesion are more ¢ apt to succumb to negative social
=d by the networks thar value criminal behavior (Poteyeva, 2009), Many other sociologi-

ninal jus- cal explanations, such as subcultural theories . the colonial model, conflict theory,

2 {p. 18). ' critical race theory, the general cheor ty of crime, racial socialization, social control,

e, is cen- strain theory, and social inequality, are useful to understanding race and crime.

Theoretical rescarch on other minorities, including Lacinos, Native Americans,

" posicivist
hundreds and Asian Americans, is limived. Is social disorganization 1'!1(‘01‘\' or any other the
includ- ory applicable o these croups or Whites? ANl theories have their strengths and
Lress race weinknesses, and none fullv explain parterns of race, arrests, and victimization.
tined hy Anorher explanation for tlye dispropartionare representcarion of Blacks and orher
zarch on minoritics in the crimina justice systent is discebminacion, Discretion, that is. deci-
bour the sional Tacirude, pormins justice pracritioners o be guided by nor only L]u official
nopular, policies of their agencies but also cheir own values and perhaps implicit hiases a
ve, 2007 well, As a result, even (h()llgl1 discriminacion and injusrices that existed in 1‘710
past are less prevalenr taday, vestiges of racial and cthnic disparities still exist in
McKay ' criminal justice (Walker, Spohn, & Deleone, 201 ). Dispariries in juvenile juscice,
fixacion precrial refease, senrencing, trafic stops, and use of force conringe,

“ social
. CONTEMPORARY ISSUES
N INTTHE STUDY OF RAC EAND CRIME

THC, ang

aw and . . . . . . . -
VWhat are the Bve mos mporrantissues inrhe sondy of rce and crime today?

rment , , , . .
Caangs, mass incarcerntion, police use of force, policing illegul immigrants, racial

“within .
profiling. violent juvenile offenders, the war on drugs, and wronglul convicrions

Jrant oor
are ofren idendhed, While there is a considerable amount of research on rhese

‘onal o ) ) N . »
topics, many chat identify “what works.” “hest practices,” and offer policy recom-

mendations, each of these issues continue to ch: allenge individuals, families, com-

.
™ and
munities, and justice agencies, as do the issues presented nexr,

f}d were
' Julivs Police Killings

Sorgani-

dequate On July 2014, Evic Garner, a facher and grandfather, was killed on a street cor

Over nerin Srtacen Island by a New York Ciry police officer who pu him in a choke hold.
¥ |

solated At the dime, Garner, 44, had a long history of arrests for various crimes, including

ion and unlawtully selling cigarcrees. Mis killing resuled in several demonstrations and the

slogan “I can’t breathe,” which he is said to have repeatedly vetered before dying.

A month Tarer, on August 9, 2014, Michael Brown v an unarmed eenager in

12015, Ferguson, Missonri, was killed by a police officer. In Terguson, demonsoations,
Several civil unrest, and rhe police deparement's milicarized response were seen in real fhime
Svarin- onrelevision and social media, Sinee 2014, many other incidents have oceurred

1d {fu' and \leh()kf(lm e lllt]lﬂ” CHzZens, rese: are hr'lm p()llu\ and other PIJLH[I()II(I»‘
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have tried to understand police killings, especially the disproportionate killings of
unarmed Black males. Even though police killings are rare events and most ofti-
cers are never involved in these incidents, they have an impact on citizens’ level of
confidence in the police, police—community relations, police recruitment efforts,
and police work itself.

In 2015, the United States Department of Justice (DOJ) released the results of

its investigation of the Ferguson, Missouri, police department that found,

Bias against African-Americans was routine and thorough, affecting “neatly
every aspect of Ferguson police and court operations. . . . For blacks distrust

and fear of the police was well-founded.” (Andrews, DeSantis, & Keller, 2015)

Before and after 7he Ferguson Reporr, the DOJ found racial bias in policing ir
many other locales including Los Angeles, California; Maricopa County, Arizona;
Baltimore, Maryland; and Chicago, lllinois.

Surprisingly, there was no national data on police killings readily available in
2014. Some police agencies reported justifiable homicides by the police to the FBI
on a voluntary basis. The Guardian, the Washington Post, and an online database.

Killed by Police, began compiling data on fatal force by police in 2015, That yeir

the Washington Post identified 991 incidents. In 2016, 963 were idenrified, and
in 2017 were identified. The majority of those killed were White (457), Black (223+,
Latino (179), and others (44) (almost half of killings), and 84 were listed as race

unknown, Nineteen unarmed Black males were killed in 2017, two more than iz

TG, A fewer than 36 ked w08 {Rdhee shootmngs 2NV dawdvase; 200
ow can the Kltings of unarmed Black (and brown) males be explained?
Makarechi (2016) analyzed several studies of policeand racial bias tharinea
police kitlings. One study found that the probability of Black u narmed males B
for White w

N

killed by the police was 3.4 times greater that the probabilicy
| was whether or not the pt

Another found that the only variable that matterec
¢, not crime variables. There was no correlation between levels of i

was Blacl
ate. According to the Washington Post { I

crime and that area’s police killing |
shootings 2017 darabase,” 2018), in 2015, the FBI agreed to develop .n‘d:m?n:
police killings that might be available in 2018, Tn order to improve citizens ¢
dence in and trust of the police and improve police—communiry relations, di

ments will need ongoing communication with then and to hold police invol

fata!l incidents accountable.

Crisoner Reentry

In 2016, there were 1,505,400 prisoners in state and federal prisons (€

2018). The National Reentry Resource Center (2016) estimares that 95% o

prisoners will eventually be released. The overrepresentation of racial and

groups in prison means that their communities will be burdened more by re

ex-offenders (sce Table 7.3). Over a decade ago, Jeremy Travis, the former d
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of the National Tnsticute of Justice and president of John Jay College of Crimin:
Justice in New York City, was instrumental in drawing atcention 1o the issuc
prisoner reentry in his book titled Bur They All Come Back: Facing the Challenge:
Prisoner Reentry. According to ‘Travis (2005), the growth of the prison popularic
{(mass incarceration) at chat time resulted in farge numbers of ex-offenders returniic
tar Families. communities, and often erime, The most recent reentry data indic
(hat almost 641,000 prisoners were released from state prisons and about 9 mitlio
From jails (Mational Reentry Resource Center, 2016). 1n 2006, when an eseimac: .
750,000 prisoners werc released, institutional and communicy corrections age”
were not pr(:p;n‘ed for “mass reentry,” and Few resources and emploviment opp
tuniries were available, Today (as in rhe past), ex-ofenders face barricrs to nov an
cmploymem burt also educarion, |1ousing, restoration of 1‘ig|m“ L‘l‘:lHSpu!‘l’;llim'h Gl
health care. These barriers contribute to recidivisin, another challenge. Too .
ex-offenders will return to crime when they are released. However, misin fornyari
bout ex-offenders recidivism contributes to cheir stigma, Rhodes eral. (20
address this issue and conclude thar the exrent of recidivisi is much Jower th

wed from prison i

previously believed, They found that 2 our of 3 persons rel
states did not return to prison,

During the past decade, there have heen federal, state, and local iniriarives —
improve ex-offenders transirion back into society. In 2008, rhe Second Chanee
hegan funding state, local, and nonprohic organizations 1o provide reentry assisre
(o those released (National Reentry Resource Center, 2016). Today, stakehold
including corrections olticials (in Dcilities and in the community), L cnforcens. o
faith organizarions, Funilics, comnmnities, and ex-offenders, continue to addr
veentry challenges and cheir collateral consequences, According to rhe Restor
of Righrs Projecr (2018), recent |<%gis|;1tivc reforms include laws ro reduce b
to employment {for example, Ban the Box) and limiring access to criminal his
b

information. Several successful reenrry programs have also been idenrihed
What Works in Reentry Clearinghouse.
While reentry reforms are helpful, current sentencing palicics, including v

datory sentencing a nd three-strikes laws, suarantee that prisoner reeniry will o

jon

tinne to be a problem requiring innovative solutions for decades, Even thor
numiber of inmates and those leaving prison have decreased in the kst several vies
about 10,000 are still released everyday (Hughes & Wilson, 2003). These returr
prisoners will not be fully reintegrated into their families and communiries ur
the stignn of incarceration can be lessencd,

tisproporiion: I

and Confinero

Mine

Disproportionate minority contact and confinement (DMC) refers ro the over-
representation of minorities ar various stages in adule and juvenile justice systems.
Initially, the rerm was used o describe overrepresentation of minority youth in
secure Facilities (confnement) bur later was revised to include (')\’(,‘I'i'(:;')l‘c,‘{("nl;ll’i()t‘l at

other decision points (contact). T yoit have ever visited a juvenile probation olhice,




Chapter 7 & Race and Crirne -

Criminal ajuvenile court, or a juvenile correctional facility, then you know char they are full
of youth of color, especially in metropolican areas. In 2016, there were 674,820

juvenile arrests, 62.19% White, 34.7% Black, and 22.8% Hispanic (see FBI, 2018,

- issue of

Henges of
nulation Table 21B). Since Hispanics are separate from Blacks and Whites in the FBI arrest
crurning tables, the disproportionalivy is less visible than itis in the secure confinement data,
. indicate In 2015 (che most recent daca availablo), there were 48,043 yourh in confinement,

“million 15,024 Whice, 20,136 Black, 10,545 Hispanic, 839 American Tndian, 402 Asian,

and 1,097 Other (Sickmund, Sladky, Kang, & Puzzanchera, 2017). According ro

timated
sagents i the Scn(‘cmiing Project (2018),
T oppor-

20t only Racial and ethnic disparities weaken the crc(]ihi]i[‘y of a justice system
“om, and that purports to trear everyone equally. ... Across che country juvenile

o many justice systems are marked by disparate racial outcomes ar every stage of
rmation the process,

(2016)
ot than Why do racial disparities continue to petsist even though thete have been fewer
nin 17 juvenile arrescs and fewer youth placed in secure confinement? First, for some youth,

involvement in crime is acceprable. Thisis often referred to as the differential involve-

ives o ment explanarion, The other explanation, ditferential trearment, recognizes how dis-
qee Act cretion of the police, probation otcers, judges, and others, coupled with racial bias,
stnce results in ditkerent onteonies for yourh of color (The Senrencing Projece, 2018),
wlders, Disproportionate minaricy contacr in the juvenile justice sysrem is mose prob-
ement, femaric ac wrest, confinement, and waivers to aduli conres (Jones & Greene, 2015),

Since 1988, che US, Congress has egislated core requirements in revisions to the

wldress
aration Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevendon Act of 1974 in an efforr to address
harriers DMC. At thae time, states were required to identify and addvess the probleny in
history order to receive federal funding through formula grants (Gabbidon & CGreene,
) 2015). "The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OIJOP) s

by the 7

responsible for monitoring DMC progress and providing rechnical assistance
man to the stares. Tr also collects data from stares and maintains a DMC websire.
o ¢ - . . . . - ) . " .
T Unforeunately, progress in reducing and preventing DMC has been limited, as it
Al con- < 5 &

continues to exist ar many stages and in most states.

iwh the )
DMC include addressing crossover youth

0 ) Some recent initiatives ro address
vears, )

Cnine thar ave in hoch child welfare and juvenile justice systems, dealing wirh he
school-ro-prison pipeline, and reducing fmplicic hias among practirioners,

sundil
[ [nformarion on besi 1DMO pracrices and evidence-hased DMC model programs
is necessary as well,
¢ over- FUTURE ISSUES IN THE
stems,
uth in —
fion at The history of racial discrimination, racism. and racial bias in our country contin-

office, wes to impact people of color and the justice system. One of the most important
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developments in the future is the changing demographic trends in the Unired

States, Latinos, now the largest minoricy in the United Stares, have composed e
majority in several cities and counties, especially in the southwescery Unired Srares.
Researchers should resolve che dilemma of counting members of this group s
rhat we have a better undersranding of ethnic trends in crime and victimizarion.
In spite of the fixation on illegal immigrants, especially from Mexico, the role ¢
Latinos in justice agencies will garner more attention in the nexr decade. Arguabls
as their representation in justice agencies increases, outcomes for people of colu:
especially Latinos, could change as social distance between practicioners az.
clients is reduced.

As long as social and economic disparities exist, “street crime” will ocenr, b
important to continue to invest in crime and delinquency prevention, vouth deve -
opment, restorative justice, and other xU‘ntegics thar may result in hereer ouccanz-
than some of the current ones. Justice agencies must also continue o develop o
rural competencies of employees to overcome hidden biases,

Other important issues in the Furure study of race and crime are DINA ana’ -
sis, human trathicking, and women of color, DMA databanks and the rale of 17
in solving crimes and identifying wrongful convictions requires more resesri”
Fuman traflicking requires greater emphasis on how this global prablem rels
ro race, ethnicity, crime, and justice since the majoricy of human trafficking «
tins are women of color. Lasdy, wamen of color as leaders in justice agend

other practitioners, oftenders, and vicrims require maore arrention in the s II'\l""

race LlH(l crime,

1. Do you think the hislorical contexl of the 4. Do you think that police officers are justified ir
problern of race and crime in the United States shooling unarmed persons that they question
is still relevant today? Explain your answer, during traffic stops?

2. What do arrest and victimization slatistics tell 5. What recornmendalion would you make to
us ahout race and crime? an elected official lo reduce dispeoportionale

. : confinement of people of color?

3. Whalis the besl explanation of the

overrepresentalion of some minorities as crime

perpetrators and victims?

Bureau of Justice Statislics: www.bjs.gov Sentencing Project: www.sentencingproject.org
Death Penalty Information Center: www.death What Works in Reentry Clearinghouse: whatworks

penaltyinfo.org csgjustice.org




