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Spring 2018
Research Paper

The rescarch paper is 5-7 pages MLA style, and includes a Waorks Cited page. MLA
style documentation must be used both when citing sources within the text of your paper and in
your Works Cited page, as shown in The Norton Mix or the MLA Citation Guide on the library
page of the Bergen Community College website. The rescarch paper must be typed and double-
spaced, and organized with a clear introduction, body, and conclusion.
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After choosing a topic, you must form an argumentative th
position on a particular issue. A thesis is a statement of the wri
is expected to assert, explain, support, or defend. Your thesi tement for the research paper
must be stated clearly at the end of the introductory paragraph. For example, if your topic is
handgun ownership, you may form a research question such as “Should Congress regulate
handgun ownership?” You can then form a thesis statement such as “The ownership of handguns
in the United States should/should not be strictly regulated by the federal government.” Another
possible topic is stem cell research. A possible research question could be “Should there be
federal government funding for stem cell research?” A possible thesis statement is “The federal
government should/should not provide funding for stem cell research.” Since a research paper is
evidence based, you must use your research sources to provide support for your thesis.

When writing your research paper, you must use 5-7 sources within your paper. I expect
you to use a variety of sources when writing the paper. This means that a combination of
traditional library sources (books, newspapers, magazines, and journals), online sources, and
other types of sources should be used.

The rough draft of the research paper must be typed and include a Works Cited page, and
must be handed in by Monday April 9th. The final copy of the research paper must be handed in
by Monday April 30th. Late research papers will not be accepted.




