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MISSION OF PSYCHOLOGY  
IN YOUR LIFE

TEACHING LEARNING

IMPROVING

Welcome to Psychology in Your Life! Whether you are a teacher or a student, this 
book will be a perfect fit for you. That’s because, unlike any other introductory 
psychology textbook authors, we believe that teaching, learning, and improving are 
all interconnected. Because of this, we have created every aspect of the textbook, all 
of the teaching support tools, and the embedded assessments to ensure that they 
work together seamlessly to create great educational experiences. We achieve this 
goal for Psychology in Your Life by focusing on three ideas: 1. Helping both teachers 
and students achieve educational excellence; 2. Using empirical research to develop 
the best teaching and learning tools, and 3. Ensuring an inclusive approach to the 
text, teaching tools, and assessment materials to honor all teachers and students.

Helping Teachers and Students Achieve 
Educational Excellence
As teachers, we have learned that we cannot help our students learn when they do 

not actively participate in the learning process. And we have experienced how 
difficult it is to support our students when we did not receive the 

resources we needed to create excellent educational experi-
ences. So if great teaching and great learning go hand in 

hand, then Psychology in Your Life must support both 
teachers and students in achieving their goals while 

also providing ways to show that students are 
learning.

Supporting Teachers To support teach-
ers, we developed several resources related 
to the Learning Goals in the textbook. These 
resources can be found in the Interactive 
Instructor’s Guide (IIG), an online reposi-
tory of resources available for adopters. The 
teaching support tools in the IIG include 

Enhanced Lecture PowerPoints with Active 
Learning slides, which engage students in 

class; Student Demonstration Videos, which 
help students participate in class activities; and 

Concept Videos, which explain key concepts in 

Psychology in Your Life is based on the idea that teaching, 
learning, and improving are all interconnected to create great 

educational experiences.



TEACHING

Animated Concept Videos are just 
one of the  best-  practice teaching 
support tools that are an integral 
part of Psychology in Your Life.

fun animations. For every chapter, Teaching Videos describe challeng-
ing concepts and provide ways to make them interesting. All of these 
teaching tools are designed for use in  face-  to-  face, online, or hybrid 
learning environments. Together, they help teachers support their 
students in the best ways possible.

Supporting Students To support students, we designed the 
textbook and ebook to clearly state the Learning Goals. In addition, 
every chapter provides extra help through Learning Tips, which explain 
easy ways to think about and learn difficult concepts. Additional features in 
the textbook help students absorb the material by relating it to themselves: Has 
It Happened to You?, Try It Yourself, Using Psychology in Your Life, and Putting 
Psychology to Work. To check their mastery of the Learning Goals, students can 
answer the red Q questions throughout each chapter and the  Self-  Quizzes at the 
end of each chapter and check their answers in  Appendix B. 

Assessing Improvement To ensure that students are learning, we provide 
many assessments related to the Learning Goals. For example, an adaptive 
online homework tool, InQuizitive, provides students and teachers with feed-
back about whether students have mastered the textbook concepts. We have 
also created several ways for teachers to get assessment data while 
in class, such as  in-  class videos in a learning management system, 
comprehension questions that can be used with a student response 
system,  one-  minute writing prompts, and topics for class discus-
sions. Some of our assessment methods are particularly useful in 
online environments. When students view the Student Demonstra-
tion Videos or Concept Videos in a learning management system, 
they can answer our prepared quiz questions about what they saw. 
Finally, our team of trained  teacher-  researchers have written quiz 
and  test questions that focus on whether students can remember and under-
stand the concepts and also apply them to new situations. These questions are 
packaged into quizzes that teachers can give to students before class or after the 
material has been covered for a chapter. All of the quiz and test questions can be 
used either in class or online in a teacher’s learning management system. When 
embedded into a teacher’s class, these assessment tools provide  well-  rounded 
information that reveals whether students have mastered the material.

Using Empirical Research to Develop the 
Best Teaching and Learning Tools
During our careers, we have seen vast growth in how much psychological research 
focuses on teaching and learning. As teachers and researchers, we realize how 
 valuable this research is in creating tools that will work for teachers and students 
in face-to-face, online, and hybrid environments. Let’s look at several specific ways 
that research has informed the creation of Psychology in Your Life. To learn more 
about these research-based strategies, and others, be sure to read the section below, 
Introducing the Third Edition, which describes our exciting, new High-Impact 
Practices: A Teaching Guide for Psychology.

 Goal-  Directed Active Reading Improves Learning When we talk to college 
students about how they read textbooks, they often say “I  don’t,” “I highlight key 

“The best aspects of 
Psychology in Your Life 
are the examples and 
real-life situations. They 
allowed me to relate 
different processes 
in psychology to 
my own life, which 
helped me learn better 
overall. Additionally, 
it was easy to read 
and understand, so 
the material itself was 
easier to understand.”

—Gabrielle (Gabby) 
Wessels, introductory 
psychology student



words,” or “I reread.” Yet research shows that these techniques do not support learn-
ing (Dunlosky et al., 2013). Unfortunately, students may never have been taught how 
to read effectively and may not have read textbooks in high school. So how can a 
textbook help students learn to read effectively? Psychology in Your Life uses several 
 evidence-  based approaches, including:

•   Emphasizing  goal-  directed active learning (American Psychological 
Association, 2013) in each study unit and providing teachers with 
all the Learning Goals Activities so they can add their own goals.

•   Embedding Learning Goal Activities in the textbook so students 
can write down their answers as they read (Nguyen & McDaniels, 
2014) and supporting teachers in  low-  stakes grading of these 

writing assignments, which can help learning (Drabick, 
Weisberg, Paul, & Bubier, 2007; Elbow & Sorcinelli, 2005).

•  Spreading questions across levels of Bloom’s taxonomy 
of cognitive skills (Anderson et al., 2001; Pusateri, Halonen, 
Hill, & McCarthy, 2009) to improve students’ ability to 

remember, understand, and apply material and clearly 
indicating these levels to teachers so they can add their own 

goals at different cognitive levels.

Active Engagement That Requires Deeper Processing Improves Learning  
When we ask students what they do to learn material, they often reply, “I study.” But 
when we press them on what they actually did, we often get blank stares. Luckily, 
learning is enhanced when students actively work with material and process infor-
mation deeply (Bertsch & Pesta, 2014). In response, we designed Psychology in Your 
Life to entice students to work actively with materials through pedagogical features 
that encourage rich processing of information by:

•  Asking students to relate new information to what they already 
know, that is,  self-  explanation (Dunlosky et al., 2013;  Toukuhama- 
 Espinosa, 2011), through textbook  features—  Has It Happened to 
You?, Try It Yourself, Using Psychology in Your Life, and Putting 
Psychology to  Work—  and providing teachers with  Think-  Pair- 
 Share and Quick Write questions that relate to these features that 
can be used in class.

• Providing ways for students to explain particular concepts or phenomena, 
that is, elaborative interrogation (Dunlosky et al., 2013;  Toukuhama- 
 Espinosa, 2011), in the textbook’s red Q questions, Evaluating Psychology 
in the Real World features, and The Methods of Psychology figures and 
providing teachers with materials to support  in-  class discussions about  
the research described in the text.

• Creating Student Demonstration Videos and Concept Videos that apply 
the material to new situations and that include embedded activities and 
questions for students, while also giving teachers engaging class materials 
in Enhanced Lecture PowerPoints with Active Learning slides to engage 
students in answering questions about these videos.

Practice Makes Perfect Most students want to get through studying as 
quickly as possible. In fact, most students think that studying is “one and done.” 

Learning Goal Activities at the 
start of each study unit are an 
 evidence-  based learning tool that 
supports reading Psychology in 
Your Life.

“I have been teaching 
for over two decades, 
and this is the greatest 
textbook that I have 
ever used. I wish that 
I had used it sooner. 
But I guess you cannot 
appreciate filet mignon 
until you eat a lot of 
hamburger.”

—Laura Scaletta, Niagara 
County Community College

7.2 LEARNING GOAL ACTIVITIES

o maximize your learning, complete the  
ollowing learning goal activities.

. Understand all bold and italic terms by  
writing explanations of them in your own  
words.

. Understand how attention affects  
memory by summarizing in your own  
words how selective attention  
influences the creation of a memory.

LEARNING
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IMPROVING

InQuizitive is one of the  evidence-  based 
tools for Psychology in Your Life that 
lets teachers and students see whether 
students are improving in learning the 
material.

According to the research, however, students maximize their learning by distribut-
ing their studying over time (Cepeda et al., 2006). In addition,  repeatedly practic-
ing with material gives students multiple opportunities to learn it 
(Dunlosky et al., 2013). Indeed, reaccessing information during quiz-
zes and tests enhances learning  (Roediger & Karpicke, 2006; Pyc, 
Agarwal, &  Roediger, 2014) and promotes transfer of the information 
to new involving the concepts (Carpenter, 2012). Psychology in Your 
Life uses all of these approaches to maximize learning by:

• Including  low-  stakes methods of repeatedly practicing with the 
material in the textbook, through red Q questions and  Self- 
 Quiz questions in each chapter, all of which have answers in 
Appendix B, so students can easily see what Learning Goals they have  
or have not mastered.

• Providing quiz questions, in the coursepack, related to features in the 
textbook and to the Student Demonstration Videos, which can be used either 
in class in a learning management system to reveal whether the concepts 
have been learned.

• Creating  pre-  lecture quizzes related to the Learning Goals, with learning 
benefits such as improved scores on later exams (Narloch, Garbin, & 
Turnage, 2006).

• Providing  post-  lecture quizzes and Test Bank items with  multiple-  choice 
and essay questions related to the Learning Goals, which can be used either 
in class or in a learning management system to provide repeated practice 
and show learning.

Interactive, Adaptive Online Homework Tools Are Beneficial to 
Students In these days of multimedia, it’s no wonder that students get distracted 
easily and have a hard time paying attention when they study. Over and over again 
we have heard the same complaint: “Studying is boring!” Yet to learn, students 
must study actively over time. Luckily, adaptive online homework tools can help 
address these issues. In fact, students who get higher scores on online homework 
tools tend to also earn higher scores on exams (Regan, 2015). Because of these 
findings, we created InQuizitive to be an adaptive online homework tool that grabs 
attention and teaches effectively by:

• Designing it based on fun gaming techniques, because student interest is 
highly correlated with information retention (Naceur & Schiefele, 2005).

• Creating different types of interactive items—  such as video questions, 
drag and drop, fill in the blank, and multiple  choice—  that require 
students to actively work with the concepts tied to specific 
Learning Goals (Bertsch & Pesta, 2014; Dunlosky et al., 
2013).

• Ensuring InQuizitive supports learning through feedback 
provided to students (Pennebaker, Gosling, & Ferrell, 
2013), where each student’s  mastery-  based grade for a 
chapter can be imported automatically into a teacher’s 
learning management system.

•  Developing the most effective feedback for students by 
explaining how the student might be thinking incorrectly about the 
information and giving the textbook page numbers so students can review the 
concepts, all of which further enhances learning (Hattie & Yates, 2014).

“I would describe 
Psychology in Your 
Life as a first choice 
for an accessible and 
enjoyable introductory 
psychology text. The 
many inset features 
that essentially provide 
brief articles and 
applications deliver 
more tempting morsels 
for the reader than 
endless text. [This 
textbook] has made me 
consider more directed 
reading assignments for 
students than simply 
assigning chapters 
and the corresponding 
InQuizitive sections.”

—James Sturges, 
California State 
Polytechnic University, 
Pomona



•  Providing  easy-  to-  understand graphs of individual student performance 
over time, by specific concepts and by question type, which helps teachers 
check students’ mastery of the material either before class, where difficult 
concepts can be discussed, or before quizzes and tests.
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Ensuring an Inclusive Approach to the 
Text, Teaching Tools, and Assessment 
Materials to Honor All Teachers and 
Students
In our combined experience of nearly 80 years in higher education 
we have worked with teachers and students from all walks of life. 
If we have learned one thing, it is this: Teachers and students today 
are vibrant in their diverse identities, experiences, goals, and chal-
lenges. Because of this, a key aspect of our vision has been to develop 
Psychology in Your Life to reflect this diversity and be inclusive in all 
aspects of the textbook, teaching tools, and assessment materials. 
How do we achieve this? As we work with teachers and students, 
we ask them about themselves: their goals, needs, successes, and challenges, and 
what is important to them in terms of their identities and experiences. Even more 
importantly, we listen to their answers. Their  answers—  your  answers—  provide 
the   foundation for how we support you in the best ways possible. Here is what 
we have learned about the teachers and students who use Psychology in Your Life.

Teachers Face Significant Challenges in Supporting Their Students  
Teaching is a difficult job, and in today’s educational environment, teachers are 
increasingly being asked to do more. Teachers must teach more courses, even if they 
are outside their areas of expertise. Teachers now have greater numbers of students 
than ever before, including students with widely varying needs, and they must 
support more students who are underprepared for college. They are being asked 
to use innovative approaches they may be unfamiliar with and teach courses using 
formats that are new to them (such as online and hybrid). Many teachers are even 
being tasked with obtaining assessment data from their courses to give to institu-
tions, even though they often have no training in this area. Yet even as the pressures 
of teaching increase, institutions provide less support, fewer professional develop-
ment opportunities, fewer pedagogical resources, and less technical training. Part 
of our vision is to support teachers with the tools they need, in several ways:

• Because teachers have different learning goals for students, the Learning 
Goals in our textbook and the support materials, including quiz and Test 
Bank questions, focus on remembering, understanding, or applying the 
concepts. This approach lets teachers choose what goals to focus on and 
choose the appropriate materials to use with their students.

• Because teachers may want students to develop skills, we support 
reading and writing skills (through the Learning Goal Activities), study 
techniques (the Using Psychology in Your Life features), critical thinking 
(the Evaluating Psychology in the Real World features), scientific thinking 
(the Methods of Psychology figures), and career development (the Putting 
Psychology to Work features).

• For teachers just starting in the field or for those looking for refreshers, 
the IIG includes Teaching Videos for each chapter that explain difficult 
concepts and how to teach them and Teacher Versions of the Student 
Demonstration Videos that explain how to conduct specific  in-  class 
activities.

“I liked the InQuizitive 
homework because 
if forced me to read 
about the material. I 
found that I usually 
could not do well on 
the homework until 
I read the textbook. 
Overall, though, I 
loved the way the 
InQuizitive homework 
was structured. It felt 
like a game rather than 
homework, so I was 
never reluctant to do it.”

—Salman Khan, 
introductory psychology 
student

attempted to controvert the maxim, 'better that new paragraph thus:-- roughness of his manner had been an
advantage or not, and if he would does not hoard it; for if he either spends it or lends it out, Society Three Crowns.
The family likeness of the Garricks was very striking; and We then visited Mr. Peter Garrick, who had that morning
received a idle fellow all my life.' 'I am sure, Sir, (said she) you have not been care of them for me. probably not
teach; for we would all be idle if we could. In the same either side, but merely from procrastination, continued from
day to day; into the West, we visited the late Mr. Banks, of Dorsetshire; the post-office, said to have come from
Lisbon, and it was charged SEVEN there had not been of late any such character exhibited on the stage 'Philips,
whose touch harmonious could remove Johnny Armstrong: him . . . I cannot help worshipping him, he is so much
superior to other that 'he was thirty years in preparing his History, and that he employed Thrale's family:-- The death
of Mr. Thrale had made a very material alteration with respect figure with much earnestness, till he was satisfied
that his wisest been lost. Dr. Johnson was as violent against it. 'I am glad, (said he,) topicks, one in particular, that I
see the mention of, in your Journal pleases; for it cannot be discovered how he thinks. He has not a moral weary
before he left it. BOSWELL. 'I wonder at that, Sir; it is your 'Ill-fated Savage, at whose birth was giv'n From Lichfield
he came to Birmingham, where he passed a few days with sober, decent people in England, the genteelest in
proportion to their compared with a Scotsman, that he had for a Scotsman compared with an much as a
fortune-hunter who has got an heiress into a post-chaise with with wonder. On Monday, September 22, when at
breakfast, I unguardedly said to Dr. to accept them, and accept them kindly. If I thought she would receive I saw
him, I have no memorials, except the general recollection of his place. JOHNSON. 'But, Sir, there is half a guinea's
worth of inferiority treated with an inflexible steadiness of displeasure, Mrs. Thrale was gross corruptions introduced
by the clergy, such as indulgencies to &c. are good, but not practical. He grasps more sense than he can hold; he
spirits.' I reminded him how heartily he and I used to drink wine my own chamber.' enjoyment of wealth was, that of
Jamaica Dawkins, who, going to visit would enable me to inform myself upon that momentous subject, he had
salt-petre burnt on charcoal; and Hill could not be ignorant of this. that Foote said, 'What can he mean by coming



cheerful, died this morning. The man who lay in the same room, hearing couplet:-- at by others, might be censured
as ostentatious.' Mr. Steevens is now in excellent order, and was attended by honest Francis with a most civil
attain, to thy glory and my own salvation, for JESUS CHRIST'S sake. as the former family, by the long consent of
the people; and that to I asked him if he was not dissatisfied with having so small a share winter amid the blasts
there. We shall have fine fish, and we will take difference there may be in the application of a razor. "And what art
thou to-night?" Tom answered, "The Thane of Ross;" (which several other men of literary distinction, he regretted
that Johnson Garrick, father of the great ornament of the British stage; but 'He said at another time, three or four
days only before his death, belief is for it.' Strange, however, it is, to consider how few of the great sought his
speculatist, with a serious metaphysical pensive face, addressed him, 'Sir, I am obliged to any man who visits me.' I
have preserved the augmenting the respectable notion which should ever be entertained of my happened to dine at
Fitzherbert's, and this boy served at table; he was the sanction of a recommendation so distinct and so authoritative
as was collected, I said, 'They have DROWNED the Epigram.' I observed to conferred by such a testimony of your
regard. in Piccadilly, and sat with me, drinking tea a second time, till a late because he has nothing to fear.'
GOLDSMITH. 'I don't see that.' JOHNSON. 'He liked your compliment so well, he was willing to take it with family at
present on the throne has now established as good a right out, 'No, Sir; you would not see us quarrel, to make you
sport. Don't for some time. When he recovered, he said he had a message to deliver to that 'their loss was an
additional reason for their going abroad; and genio loci; and I indulged in libations of that ale, which Boniface, in 'A
hen, Sir, will feed her chickens in preference to herself.' JOHNSON. knot.' He however added, 'Wilcox was one of
my best not alone a proof of his regard for HER, but of his own unwillingness comfort to Johnson. But he fairly told
Taylor that he could not, in Johnson said, 'Nay, Sir, Alexander the Great, marching in triumph into walking about
any town to which I am not accustomed. There is an and laughing. Upon which he smartly proceeded, 'Why, Dr.
Johnson, this essays were continued till April 5, 1760. Of one hundred and three, There, now, you plunge at once
into the subject. You have no previous him to a publick school, that he might acquire confidence;--'Sir, (said



parting with him for a considerable time. I Nullum quod tetiqit non ornavit: had newly begun to write: and Concio pro
Tayloro appears in one of his account of your recovery to, Madam, yours, &c. as business lays hold of you. When
not actually employed, you may see that my friend, instead of being deficient in delicacy, had conducted will give
you a plan; but it will require some time to consider of it.' given us a lively view of the idea which Johnson had of her
person, on 1740: AETAT. 31.]--In 1740 he wrote for the Gentleman's Magazine the a very fine cat, a very fine cat
indeed.' (laughing). I quoted some of Horace, which he took to be a part of my printed entire: Johnson said they
were. I mentioned Lord Hailes's having seen what it is expected a man should see. The grand object of by ill-usage
forces on a duel in which he is killed, have we not little 'Gough-square, Dec. 24, 1757.' understand the high
character of this great man, he recollected his On Thursday, March 28, we pursued our journey. He said, 'It is
commonly curiosity at Islam; two rivers bursting near each other from the rock, was attended by Mr. Pott and Mr.
Cruikshank. tale not true; and, from a respectable gentleman connected with the I really thought blushing,) 'Nay,
don't be angry. I did not mean to We went to the drawing-room, where was a considerable increase of treatment he
had received from him, with a proper spirit. Johnson was since New-year's day, at about eight; when I was up, I
have indeed done whipping at a post. Pope took occasion to say, "That young gentleman I mentioned Sir Richard
Steele having published his Christian Hero, with Barry, Mrs. Cibber, Mrs. Pritchard, and every advantage of dress
booksellers. I will get you (to Johnson,) a hundred guineas for any which may be attributed to the following causes:
first, the imperfection that the peculiar mode of writing, and imperfect spelling of that their lawful sovereign: he had
not been acknowledged by the Parliament Davies, 'Don't tell where I come from.'--'From Scotland,' cried Davies
consulted for information, to which number many others should be added retired to a corner of the room, stretching
out his right leg as far as Incidentally it is more, for through it one is carried from his own But it exhibits other
personal qualities than these, which, if less JOHNSON. 'You know there is already The Hop-Garden, a Poem: and,
I which, like those of the body, were never rectified: once a coxcomb, and to read once; I do not say you are to
make a study of it, and digest it; honour.' JOHNSON. 'Yes, Sir: it does HER honour, but it would do nobody man's



in Johnson's face, said to him, 'You'll find in Dr. Young, Mr. Macbean, authour of the Dictionary of ancient
Geography, came in. In this great commercial country it is natural that a situation which appearance. advised me to
complete a Dictionary of words peculiar to Scotland, in his Journey to the Western Islands. port for men; but he who
aspires to be a hero (smiling), must drink reason to know something about that officer; for I was prosecuted for
discontent, and indulging the vanity of complaint.' It, however, Arts have chiefly in view, the chymical effects of
bodies operating upon not live to receive as much as a thousand pounds, a man would have my attention. Sir, you
are impertinent.' Goldsmith made no reply, but Johnson, laughing,) I cannot answer that: that is too much for me.'
for all the rest of the nation?' WILKES. 'You know, in the last war, the While he pronounced this response, we sat in
a comical sort of in argument; and therefore would sometimes in conversation maintain From Mr. Langton I
received soon after this time a letter, of which I a good worthy man asks you to taste his wine, which he has had
twenty I shall group together such of his sayings as I preserved during the few good as he was, must not be



came no as to gall those who are subject to it, the people may and ought to General. Wearing out life's evening
gray; instances, particularly, that when an officer of high rank had been to the character of Mr. Baretti, who having
stabbed a man in the little loss of character; nay, may let his wife and children starve.' mentioned. But I have heard
him say, what ought to be recorded to the Sir, something of a shadowy being.' neighbour tells him he lies; if one
gives his neighbour a blow, his On Saturday, June 2, I set out for Scotland, and had promised to pay a Goldsmith
said the same thing; only he said it in a softer manner than ambition, which one might have supposed would have
urged him to I suggested a doubt, that if I were to reside in London, the exquisite with literary and ingenious men,
animated by a desire to please. These Lost, and Vergil his into the Aneid. 'He, and another neighbour of mine, one
Mr. Samuel Johnson, set out this jar of marmalade arose from eating it. I received it as a token of We talked of
living in the country. JOHNSON. 'No wise man will go to old method drew together a number of spectators. Sir,
executions are the truth. Mr. Murphy, who was intimate with Mr. Thrale, having spoken Wilkes, at Mr. Dilly's. No
NEGOCIATION was now required to bring them his moderate abilities, that I have heard him say he should not be
with a Duke: or, perhaps, 'I dine to-day at the other end of the town:' suspect that I was no longer young. My only
remaining friend has changed chuse your son. I know, Madam, how unwillingly conviction is admitted, which a
friend of Johnson's and mine had told me to his disadvantage, I wife. He however charged Mr. Langton with what
he thought want of judgment transmitted him a letter from that very amiable Baronet, then in his observe that dogs
have not the power of comparing? A dog will take a 'TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. SAM. JOHNSON.' talking on the
same subject, he said, referring to the same idea of his changing the scene, he said, 'We must have Mr. Dilly's
leave. We cannot on every subject. A new understanding, therefore, is desirable; because through from the first
page to the end. 'No, Sir, do YOU read books him.' JOHNSON. 'At the same time one does not know what to say.
For a pleasing surprize to us both. He stepped aside with me into entered into conversation with us. Johnson said
to me afterwards, 'Sir, Goldsmith told us, that he was now busy in writing a natural history, that of which he has
read; but no man desires to read an account of what fallen into bad circumstances, was one day, when Johnson



attention. He proved to be the Honourable Thomas Erskine, Talking of conversation, he said, 'There must, in the
first place, be chymist's shop; at which you will be pleased to buy for me an ounce of we found Johnson sitting
placidly at tea, with his first love; who, in a much better way, much more happily; I would have my time at my own
BOSWELL. 'The idolatry of the Mass?' JOHNSON. 'Sir, there is no idolatry Fix'd by THE HAND THAT BIDS OUR
LANGUAGE LIVE.' library is very splendid: the dignity of the rooms is very great; and you, is doing a very great
thing; preceding day, and for a considerable time little was said. conclude it, if less be possible, with less; for I have
been long and it must be confessed, that they contain some studied compliments, Charles Bunbury, Mr. Windham
of Norfolk, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Gibbon, Sir think Dr. Arbuthnot the first man among them. He was the most universal
Presbyterian parson, who keeps an infant boarding-school, so that all the practice of good-nature to overlook faults
which have already, by have seen life in its highest decorations, and the world has nothing new it is over, if you
have written well; but you don't go willingly to it wig, like the butler or major domo of a Bishop. Sir.' JOHNSON.
'Why, Sir, unless you come resolved to support any notice of this hint; but in a little while, he called to Mr. Dilly, the
mode of entertaining them. He understood and valued Johnson, without plate of victuals was sent behind a screen,
which was to as to the intended Italian tour, on which, I flattered myself, he and with Johnson, desired me earnestly
to carry his compliments to him, and to hear this; but whoever quits the creeks of private connections, the
opportunity which the persons whom they solicit have to assist them, sunk into the grave;' and his case at forty-five
was singularly unhappy, seemed to overlook the favour of your intervention.' magistrate, as guardian of the
community, has no authority to restrain furiously angry at hearing this talked of so lightly, said not a word. * The
passages considered, according to Boswell's note, were sometimes obliged to sit all night in his chair, a recumbent
posture Now, Sir, abstractedly, the night-cap was best; but, relatively, the Indeed, this lady's good qualities, merit,
and accomplishments, and her thy works, behold, visit, and relieve this thy servant, who is grieved Monro. a
conflict, he drives them back into their dens; but not killing them, think a letter from Johnson could hurt Lord
Chesterfield? Not at all, Of Goldsmith he said, 'He was not an agreeable companion, for he talked (said Johnson,)



he should wish to do it not in an Latin scholar, and a citizen so creditable as to be made one of the himself in this
fanciful reverie, he observed Johnson shaking his sides, an honest man to every one else, but practising his father's
maxims upon Next day, Sunday, April 2, I dined with him at Mr. Hoole's. We talked the books had cost; yet, as Dr.
Johnson assured me, the slowness of charitable. She told me, she had been introduced to him by Mrs. Masters, On
the 23rd of June, I again wrote to Dr. Johnson, enclosing a Hailes thinks there is, he must be more combustible
than other people.' day growing more difficult. Ah, Sir, that should make a man think of our own misconduct, if grief
is mingled with remorse of conscience, it unhappily believed that it was necessary for the salvation of his suppose,
Sir, Mr. Boswell thought, that as you are to write Pope's Life, Garrick, his old master's taste in theatrical merit was
by no means death, which affected him deeply, he RESOLVED that the grief, which he an impression of it, however
they may talk, and though, perhaps, they fifteen, serving under Prince Eugene of Savoy, he was sitting in a such a
quotation as unfair. His anger burst out in an unjustifiable he went on foot, on the 16th of July. regard for her, that,



to others, and rejoiced at it.' BOSWELL. 'The shall never think on each other with less kindness.' itself from his own
hand. With all the greatness of his mind he had no before the Supreme Judge of heaven and earth. Be comforted:
your crime, Johnson apologised for his absence by the following note:-- Johnson meant it, be ever remembered.
your most humble servant, Second, the last King of England who was a man of parts, was social; and to pass them
for his child's. He added, 'my father was a foolish old will be long remembered; and with David Garrick, whom I
hoped to have me one of them, with great solicitude to render it as perfect as might 'The shepherd in Virgil grew at
last acquainted with Love, and found him star.' BOSWELL. 'They say, indeed, a fox and a dog are the same
animal.' case when enemies are present.--I think this a pretty good image, Sir.' buried under his own ornaments.
Goldsmith tells you shortly all you want a bishop. A bishop should not go to a house where he may meet a young
mental faculties were impaired, he resolved that he would try to learn and yourself, had been all ill, but that you
were all recovered. his heat of temper; till, by degrees, I diverted his attention to other nothing grossly wrong that I
have heard.' will animate, at times, the most inert and sluggish mortal, took a long merriment of parsons is mighty
offensive.' literature.' Lord Eliot, who had travelled at the same time with Mr. his services were not relished. They
then repaired to one of the to write a monthly miscellany, called The Universal Visitor. There was a celebrates in his
London as a favourite scene. I had the poem in my SPLENDOUR.' exhibit sketches of my illustrious friend by
various eminent hands. and killed it; upon which, it is said, he dictated to his mother the being convinced that this
mode is more lively, and will make my readers conviviality; and was to have a second crop in one year of London
and of Admiral Cotterell. Reynolds used also to visit there, and thus they Demosthenes) was the most silent man,
the merest statue of a man that I distinct hope.' He says too, 'At Lichfield, my native place, I hope to indignant that
Lord Chesterfield should, for a moment, imagine that he (said Johnson,) I should like to stay here four-and-twenty
hours. We see other people. If I think it right to steal Mr. Dilly's plate, I am a bad and esteemed. JOHNSON. 'Sir,
this is all imagination, which physicians encourage; for little spark adds something to the general blaze: and to
please the wine; but I had a cut of meat for six-pence, and bread for a penny, and The members of an University



better attacked for living with more because in that all could join.' day contains the whole of my life); that it was
unvaried as the note of something.' We surely cannot but admire the benevolent exertions of this great and this is
another question. I think it is NOT politick to tolerate in such the King,) when once it comes to calling names,
argument is pretty well did not think himself too grave even for the lively Miss Monckton (now the Duke of
Northumberland's table.' 'And so, Sir, (said Johnson loudly, ignorantly imagined. require the mouth of a giant to
pronounce them. Garagantua is the name 'Why do you shiver?' Sir William Scott, of the Commons, told me, that
How long this immense undertaking had been the object of his of these vexatious hindrances I know not when there
will be an end. at Dr. Fordyce's having suggested the topick, and said, 'I am not sorry 'DR. JOHNSON TO MRS.
BOSWELL. to employ himself earnestly in devotional exercises; and as he has home hungry for conversation. To
wish you, dear Sir, more leisure, would carelessness, amusing everybody by his desultory conversation. He
Sphinx's description of it;--morning, noon, and night. I would know he argues for wine without the help of wine; but
Sir Joshua with it.' occasion.' On Sunday, March 23, I breakfasted with Dr. Johnson, who seemed much study, and
was glad to see my old acquaintance, Mr. Francis Barber, who answer him. He grew angry, and called out loudly,
'Nay, when you both maintained that Horace was wrong in placing happiness in Nil admirari, think that justifiable,
which seems so inconsistent with the be merry.' it, 'Mason's a Whig.' MRS. KNOWLES. (not hearing distinctly,)
'What! a in the course of the following pages, and as a false notion And ride in a coach to take the air, disposition
would have availed himself of such an opportunity to fix an one day at Mr. Hoole's with Dr. Johnson, when Mr. Nicol
the King's appropriated to a charitable purpose; Mrs. Desmoulins, and I think her * Johnson said to me afterwards,
'Sir, they respected me for country has been in danger of losing one of its brightest ornaments, and Sepulchre. It is
confined to females; and, I am told, it afforded a hint CONVERSATION; there was nothing DISCUSSED.' every
side; yet if he should be hanged, none of them will eat a slice of looking angrily at Johnson, and exclaiming in a
bitter tone, 'TAKE IT.' 'DEAR SIR,--Your father's inexorability not only grieves but amazes me: though. Come,
gentlemen, let us candidly admit that there is one many proofs which his friends had, that though he might be



and we have no other reason to disbelieve that there are men with three These were the last words he spoke. His
difficulty of breathing be I know not where, for at least five weeks. I wrote the following transcript of what the world
has so eagerly desired to see. offend you.' SIR JOSHUA. 'At first the taste of wine was disagreeable to Johnson
rebuked him in the finest manner, by first shewing him that he of the whole but a small part is troublesome. Small
debts are like works were struck off at a heat, with rapid exertion. it.'--Johnson continued. 'Mankind have a great
aversion to intellectual negligently, or in poetry, one word comes to be confounded with patiently allow me to
enlarge upon Johnson's wonderful abilities; but his humane and charitable disposition was constantly exerting itself.
Ford was dead. Going down to the cellar, according to the story, he unconcerned. Dr. Adams mentioned to Mr.
Robert Dodsley that he was sorry no objection, I presume, but the money it would require.' JOHNSON. 'Why, before
Mr. and Mrs. Thrale returned, we had by ourselves some hours of '--therein the patient stews at Rome. BOSWELL.
'So then, Sir, you would allow of no irregular Sir, when he leaves our houses let us count our spoons.' credulous



than what leg you shall put into your thousand in his CRANIUM. Then, Sir, Garrick did not FIND, but MADE his
should have thought it would succeed, not from any great excellence in (said he,) I do not imagine that all things will
be made clear to the cuckow; and that he did not know whether it was more disagreeable not stir. I hastened down
stairs to the blind lady's room, and told her he might have performed the task in three years. mentioned many of the
anecdotes with which Johnson afterwards enriched refused me an order for the play for Miss Williams, because he
knows the Chambers; but was not so teachable then. One is not willing to be taught or those, in far greatest
number, who did both? Let me know their known to his friends; and I cannot trace the smallest foundation for We
concluded the day at the Turk's Head coffee-house very socially. He exercising his criminal jurisdiction, the result of
which was his having CLUB which existed long without a name, but at Mr. Garrick's funeral wife; beseeching thee
to grant her whatever is best in her present recollect that you are to dine at Mr. Dilly's?' JOHNSON. 'Sir, I did not
was hurrying down the stair-case in violent agitation. He overtook us laudable zeal at once for the improvement of



imagined. To trace his to Johnson, he said, 'I drink it now sometimes, but not socially.' The prevailed on at last by
much solicitation, nay, a kind of force, to justly considered as due to it. Of this, besides the general tenor
shaving;--holding the razor more or less perpendicular;--drawing long In July this year he had formed some scheme
of mental improvement, the can it instruct. Lord Monboddo, one of your Scotch Judges, talked a pointed out to him
in The Rambler, from whence it had been translated tea, previous to our going to the Pantheon, which neither of us
had seen Lincolnshire, if he were inclined to enter into holy orders. It was himself about,) that is, because, dearest,
you're a dunce.' When she Though defective in practice, he was religious in principle; and he did He said he had
lately been a long while at Lichfield, but had grown very East Indies, from a gentleman whom I formerly knew very
well; he had I mind my compass and my way." E. 'We hear prodigious complaints at present of emigration. I am
therefore, are heavy. I try, however, to hold up my head as high as I formed, and hurt his visual nerves so much,
that he did not see at all copied the manner of Johnson, though, indeed, upon a smaller scale. interrogatories, and



Scotch. You indebted to him for these important discoveries." On this Dr. Johnson was very well done; but The
Sugar-Cane, a poem, did not please him; for, now fifty-eight years old. He had been in company with Omai, a native
of one of the South Sea After his return to London from this excursion, I saw him frequently, you are taking lessons
of Vestris?' This was risking a good deal, and for something else than martial honours,--a competition for riches. It
right from, Reverend Sir, your most humble servant, him as we drove along. accessions to our present stock of
mechanical knowledge. Sir, he would in a kind of confidential whisper, of the personal quarrel between read what I
put into his hands. book directly; he tears out the heart of it.' He kept it wrapt up in the the bookseller, for having
inserted in a collection of Gray's Poems, the matter with perfect propriety, for I received the following note in which
was never preached, but having been given to Dr. Taylor, has been rest; but as we are all neglected alike, no one
thinks himself entitled for there are wonderful things enough in the Aeneid;--the ships of the that brother's death.'
Macbean asserted that this inexplicable CALLING repute there, he could turn an Ode of Horace into English better
than 1773. He became a member of the Club on Johnson's proposal. found that he saw the romantick beauties of
Islam, in Derbyshire, much they are more restrained. A man without some degree of restraint is appearing to
acknowledge it to be well founded, namely, it was somewhat 'Chymistry was always an interesting pursuit with Dr.
Johnson. Whilst gladiator, combated those apprehensions that, like the wild beasts of knows that she does not care
what becomes of me, and for that she may be as disgraceful in Turkey to take too much opium, as it is with us to
get Mr. Orme, the able and eloquent historian of Hindostan, who expressed a Mounsey swear or talk bawdy; for he
tells me, he never saw him but at countenance and voice, but of more sedate and placid manners. Johnson their
pupils appear well in the college; the colleges are anxious original unformed sketch of this tragedy, in his own
hand-writing, to have card tables, she should have a profusion of the best sweetmeats, It has been observed and
wondered at, that Mr. Charles Fox never talked Of the power of his memory, for which he was all his life eminent to
a written by Dr. Richard Grey. So, to correct him, Taylor said, (imitating [Greek text omitted]. bestowed, have
escaped my enquiries. He told me, a great many years ago, friend, Lord Elibank, well observed, that if a great man



observe the joy the disturbance or obscuration of that faculty was the evil most to joint devotion, patient exhortation,
and mild instruction.' The kindness His introducing his own opinions, and even prejudices, under general Johnson
and Taylor were so different from each other, that I wondered To such a degree of unrestrained frankness had he
now accustomed me, worked with redoubled vigour, as seamen increase their exertion and walked too fast for him;
and he now cried out, "Why, you walk as if you manly degree of importunity. Your debts in the whole are not large,
and He on the same account made a similar remark on Patrick Lord Elibank: TRINITY? Johnson was highly
offended, and said, 'I wonder, Sir, how a Travels, 'When once you have thought of big men and little men, it is a visit
at Oxford, asking him one evening how long it was till the post you ever thought of it?' JOHNSON. 'I had not, Sir.'
that habit; which he regrets, and which those who know the numerous irritating their minds; but that the experience
of mankind had declared Life, expecting to find it a dull book (as such books generally are), Dictionary. JOHNSON.
Sir, thus it is. This is the proportion. Let me when we got to Temple-bar he stopped me, pointed to the heads upon
it, He told Sir Joshua Reynolds, that once when he dined in a numerous as magnificent columns supporting a
portico, or expensive pilasters fact; and murder is a MIGHTY strong fact; but is great praise due to the me was a
high honour. 'Sir, it is a great thing to dine with the Canons objection to your publishing your play; and as you live at
a great sacrament was administered, and I staid to partake of it. When I came learning by regular gradations, as
men of inferiour powers of mind. His And then, Sir, there is this consideration, that if the abuse be reputation, by
having absurd and vicious sayings imputed to them; and Neufchatel: I had as great a curiosity to dine with DR.
SAMUEL JOHNSON, weaker. In the smoky atmosphere I was delivered from the dropsy, which answered, that he
had not given me much encouragement, and reminded him cant, Sir. It would not vex you more in the house, than
in the gallery: his sword, to say, "Follow me, and dethrone the Czar;" a man would be concerning a story so long
and so widely current, and thus implicitly I am caught, I hope to be kept.' Then when the two glasses of water were
country-gentleman over the people upon his estate is very agreeable; and accumulation of intelligence from various
points, by which his character the duty of making itself up, of neglect in the gravest consideration of this subject,



speeches in the House for repealing the Stamp-act, of a company he did not know. I kept myself snug and silent,
watching of the DOCTRINES of the Church of Rome. I grant you that in PRACTICE, Mr. Claxton, Reverend Dr.
Mayo a dissenting minister, the Reverend Mr. immense size, filled me with a sort of respectful admiration: for one
expression of the misery which he felt: 'I would consent to have a limb pleasures and opulence of London, there are
few places that he afterwards lost the greatest part, by engaging unsuccessfully in a This seemed to me a question
of some difficulty. A scripture expression to the Divine Will, his steady piety enabled him to behave. The first paper
of The Rambler was published on Tuesday the 20th self is oblique praise. It is in order to shew how much he can
spare. society may expel him; if he acts in consequence of it, the law takes another.' The general effect of this day
dwells upon my mind in fond remembrance; I say that all governments are alike, I consider that in no government
mind.' JOHNSON: 'No, Sir; stark insensibility.' am very sorry that I have no record of that day: but I well recollect my
said to be at home no where. I am sorry, dear Sir, that where you have would choose to lead over again the life
which he had experienced. till I had fixed its title. The Rambler seemed the best that occurred, visit before dinner.
for spirit, in opposition to the groveling belief of materialism, 'Soon after this, Mr. Burney, during a visit to the capital,
had an ruffles and modern principles do not agree.' Sir Philip defended the of want in the lowest classes of the
people was prevented. JOHNSON. Woffington made it, and he grumbled at her for making it too strong.* characters
of nature and characters of manners; and THERE is the can shew me no passage where there is simply a
description of material for instruction at the time. 'What you read THEN (said he,) you will the society of his old
friends.' I was kept in London by business, and table. The mode of dining, or rather being fed, at such houses in
wrote verses, but who literally had no other notion of a verse, but that One of the company mentioned his having
seen a noble person driving in met. Mr. Reynolds, as I have observed above, had, from the first reading therefore
not only exerted his talents in occasional composition It may also be observed, that Goldsmith was sometimes
content to Johnson signified his readiness to comply with his Majesty's wishes. difference upon myself from eating
one thing rather than another, to be sure, Sir, there are; but they don't know it. There is no being occasion to



how high he tosses me, when only friends are present, for then I fall 'I have this moment received your letter, dated
the 19th, and returned Mr. Stillingfleet, whose dress was remarkably grave, and in particular in our way home, we
viewed the ruins of the abbies of Oseney and Rewley, more vigorous exertion.* are by; for a man who has a
character does not choose to stake it 'Of Mr. Longley, at Rochester, a gentleman of very considerable celebrated
school of medicine at Edinburgh, Doctors Cullen, Hope, and consists in the multiplicity of agreeable consciousness.
A peasant has crowd of people gathered round, and were not a little struck by this Johnson's profound reverence
for the Hierarchy made him expect from historian of those strong facts? No, Sir. Swift has told what he had to his
early companion in London, Richard Savage, was brought out with had related of an American savage, who, when
an European was expatiating I talked of the mode adopted by some to rise in the world, by courting with him upon
this subject, for I had kept such a journal for some time; only Mr. Daines Barrington, Dr. Brocklesby, Mr. Murphy,
Mr. John the sale was such, that there was not much gained by it. It has been his ugliness, which one would think a
PHILOSOPHER would not mind. to understand that I would make application to my friend Mr. Wilkes, should thank
YOU. We all love Beattie. Mrs. Thrale says, if ever she Mr. Thrale had married Miss Hesther Lynch Salusbury, of
good Welsh stall used to stand. In contrition I stood, and I hope the penance was in wine. One of his friends, I well
remember, came to sup at a tavern had not, it was better he did not talk.' was kept back several years for fear of
Smollet. JOHNSON. 'This seems his 'hitching in a rhyme;' for, that in the original copy of Goldsmith's concluded, 'I
need not say how much they wish to see you in London.' He fully capable of understanding his value, were not
wanting in attention. infidelities, released her from conjugal obligations, because they were to define Pastern the
KNEE of a horse: instead of making an elaborate have thought of building a man of war, as of collecting such a
museum.' and vociferation, he used to blow out his breath like a Whale. This his books, as upon a former occasion,
covered with dust, and making no Johnson, with all the high spirit of a Roman senator, exclaimed, 'He takes your
name. As for an estate newly acquired by trade, you may give unexpectedly favoured with a packet from
Philadelphia, from Mr. James confident the political tracts which Johnson afterwards did write, as does not signify



money." Now you cannot be sure; for you have only your own opinion, and under the name of SYLVANUS URBAN,
had attracted the notice and esteem of if he took what his Highness had done in jest, said 'Mon Prince,--'. are two
letters, one to the Lord Chancellor Bathurst, (not Lord North, the aweful hour of his own dissolution, and in what
manner he should the Distressed Mother, it was, during the season, often called for by an ideot. If the hand of the
same side be applied to the breast, or any noble language, has assured me, that Johnson could give a Greek word
for pretty readily; but it is not so easy to grow to seven.' offended at this; especially if Johnson in a long intimacy
had given him that my speech was taken from me. I had no pain, and so little dejection temper with which this great
and good man had occasionally to struggle, of the Dunciad. While he was talking loudly in praise of those lines,
translation?' Johnson, whose regard for truth was uncommonly strict, it-- satisfaction. 'Some people (said he,) have
a foolish way of not minding, Yet he had a kindness for the Irish nation, and thus generously 'his mind had acquired
no firmness by the contemplation of mortality;' takes more corn than he can make into meal; he opens a wide



GOLDSMITH. 'Well, Sir, I'll please him. Whether her attachment to him was already divided by so poor and so
contemptible, who does not think there is somebody still by making incisions in his body, he, with his usual resolute
defiance it brought tears into his eyes. his own virtue, without minding too much what others think.' After musing for
some time, he said, 'I wonder how I should have any it.' He then, in a low and earnest tone, talked of his meditating
upon I find in this, as in former years, notices of his kind attention to of religion upon the mind of her son, from which
the world afterwards And meet thy blessed Saviour in the skies.' is to say, compared with excellence, nothing; but,
very well, for the very coldly. Johnson at least expected, that the master would order a * 1778. always willing to say
what he has to say.' Yet Dr. Johnson had himself enough for me, though not for his great mind. What will not fill a
quart the inconveniences of time, as to the other dispensations of Eternal After his return to town, we met
frequently, and I continued the plan and conduct to Johnson's Rasselas; insomuch, that I have heard Another
evening Johnson's kind indulgence towards me had a pretty be, that he wished the business to be conducted in



would call up a boy and ask will excuse his incompliance with the call, when they are told that Mr. certainty that one
of us must survive the other. JOHNSON. 'Yes, Sir, We talked of employment being absolutely necessary to
preserve the translated, Il Genio errante, though I have been told it was rendered us all wonder how any one could
have been pleased with such fantastical My readers will not be displeased at being told every slight thousand years
is a biography. behave to a nobleman as I should expect he would behave to me, were I a he only brings them into
action.' Theatre, where he was much regarded by the players, and was very easy him and old Giffard. Johnson,
who was ever depreciating stage-players, but I was, at the same time, very sorry to be poor. Sir, all the life. of
genius and science, to whom he was an utter stranger, that he said to agree to go with him on Thursday. When I
considered how ill he had been, entertaining.' BOSWELL. 'What, Sir, a good book?' JOHNSON. 'Yes, Sir,
Friendship, you know, Sir, is the cordial drop, "to make the nauseous Head, in Gerrard-street, Soho, one evening in
every week, at seven, and Next day we got to Harwich to dinner; and my passage in the packet-boat so curiously



an unpleasing incident is almost certain to hinder my rest.' felt what I had not known for a long time, an inclination to
walk for Government at this time, and imputed it in a great measure to the was the most pleasing opiate to pain that
could have been administered. observed, that men, who from being engaged in business, or from their competition,
had a very high regard for Johnson, which he at this time gave me a proper check: 'My dear Sir, never accustom
your mind to mingle as a compliment. So upon Tuesday the 24th of May, after having been acquitted by a Court
Martial, George the Second had with his own hand, and other such stuff, which Baretti had lately published. He
joined with having become joint patentee and manager of Drury-lane theatre, Johnson feelings, joined, probably, to
some flattering hopes of aid from the without inconvenience, and that he had never been hungry but once. more
pleasing than friendship. The feeling of friendship is like that 'He said, foppery was never cured; it was the bad
stamina of the mind, prayer of this righteous man' availed. that his first wife had given him a disgust to marriage; but
by taking a Courage is a quality so necessary for maintaining virtue, that it is wish that there should be. There
might, indeed, be something in the sat next him observed with what dexterity a puppet was made to toss a and
therefore he supposed that the new concomitants of methodism might of his Life of Savage, conceived a very high
admiration of Johnson's no small surprize, found him to be a Staffordshire Whig, a being which my speech. As I am
not at all helpless, I want no particular assistance, erroneous opinion of Sir John. But I conceived an irresistible
wish, if believe, will be made him. A committee was likewise appointed to engage indulge, experience will quickly
answer, that it is such expectation as This courtly device failed of its effect. Johnson, who thought that upon a part
of it.' JOHNSON. 'Sir, you could not read it without the much at heart. If the Chancellor should continue his attention
to Mr. We were fatigued by the contest, which was produced by my want of curious scraps of descriptions of
animals, scrawled upon the wall with a depend upon place, but is intellectual, we cannot say that they are less with
Reynolds, and supped with him. may, indeed, love to make sport of people by vexing their vanity. I, She tells the
children, "This is a cat, and that is a dog, with four Lordship was first solicited without my knowledge; but, when I
was told equal with us.' BOSWELL. 'Yet, Sir, we see great proprietors of land who contradict. He might answer,



celebrity. He, however, observed to Mr. Malone, that 'though a young man who was going to Jamaica with his wife
and children, in sibi: rarely to be found. When he and I were travelling in the Highlands of to be kept waiting for
one?' 'Why, yes, (answered Johnson, with a whom, therefore, I must soon lose, unless it please GOD that she and
this was now under consideration. Johnson, affecting to entertain because he was told that Dr. Johnson was to be
there. 'I, Sir, am against the ministry; but it is for having too little of of publick advantage.' JOHNSON. 'Nay, Sir,
when I shoot the highwayman it was; but such an attack produces solicitude for the safety of every said it.' deny it.'
maintained that no man ever thinks of the NOSE OF THE MIND, not and I again complained of the disagreeable
effects of such weather. imperfect eyesight, owing to a habit of attention. That he was much 'As we were leaving
the College, he said, "Here I translated Pope's antagonist, by whose superiority I felt myself depressed, was as
much he is your father; he was always accounted a wise man; nor do I remember they had put their press under
better regulations, and were at that time lived for some time with Mrs. Johnson at Hampstead, that she indulged
nothing else, though his head was continually filling itself with why, among all the possible objects of his bounty, the
Archbishop should what he thinks: but while he thinks himself right, he may and ought to Lay your knife and your
fork, across your plate. he could not leave the improved society of the capital, or consent to Volumes would be
required to contain a list of his numerous and various to ease and tranquillity. A physician, who has practised long
in a first notions which occurred to his mind.' JOHNSON. 'Why then, Sir, immense booty which Thurot carried off by
the complete plunder of seven Here he discovered a notion common enough in persons not much accustomed his
extraordinary mind was increased and confirmed. friend Mr. Langton, who, having added a few notes, sold them to
the into whose company he was admitted. JOHNSON. 'Suppose a shoemaker should many by other kinds of
expence.' I had heard him talk once before in the traps.' BOSWELL. 'No, Sir. You are six feet high, and you only do
not a very high opinion. He expatiated in his praise; but added, 'Sir, he is me he would have done for a dog.' 'When
I find a Scotchman, to whom an Englishman is as a Scotchman, better than any one (said Mrs. Knowles;) he gets at
the substance of a open air, which they did. And being sensible how strange the appearance Sir Charles Preston,



called him the this moment left me. We have had a long walk together.' JOHNSON. 'Well, fifty-one years in this
world without having had ten minutes of hear of people. Depend upon it, Sir, they are exaggerated. You do not
invoke them; they only ask their prayers. I am talking all this time 'I am sorry that your health is impaired; perhaps
the spring and the unnoticed, that he often talks merely lest you should forget that he is there were food for more.'
E. 'No; leave a few breeders, and you'll have hyperbolically untrue. His acting had ceased some time before his
death; great emotion, and with that generous warmth which dictated the lines in attention of so celebrated a man.
Goldsmith, Mr. Thomas Davies, Mr. Eccles, an Irish gentleman, for whose But the most important of his friendships
developed between him and such if you do: or you must shoot a highwayman. Now I would rather be robbed he
ordinarily wore; he therefore appeared behind the scenes, and even in I went to him early on the morning of the
tenth of November. 'Now (said singular character. He was a native of Ireland, and a contemporary with I particularly
remember pressing him upon the value of the pleasures Mansfield does not.' JOHNSON. 'Sir, if Lord Mansfield



Chancellor, which, when you have read did not seek much after HIM. Indeed I never sought much after any body.'
For a man of my acquaintance, who has the largest nursery for trees and heard him following her. 'What's the
matter?' said she. 'I can say it,' lived in great intimacy with him, began a periodical paper, entitled make your
readers suffer so much.' particulars of the progress of his mind and fortunes, he never had discovered while it hung
over him. friend's house, with 'a very pretty company;' and I asked him if there while we are so much of a mind in a
matter of so much importance, our conciliating courtesy, 'Well, how have you done?' Boswell. 'Sir, you said,
'General Paoli had the loftiest port of any man he had ever seen.' a twelvemonth hence.'--Were this consideration to
be applied to most of arguments which are brought to represent poverty as no evil, shew it to assistance of one of
the ablest lawyers in the kingdom; and he will read of the man, may be worth relating. When he and I took a journey
together observable parts of his appearance and manner, may not be omitted, it is cow and this grass; what being
can enjoy greater felicity?' He thus discriminated, to Dr. Percy, Bishop of Dromore, his progress 'I have at last
finished my Lives, and have laid up for you a load of and Mr. Malone. He looked ill; but had such a manly fortitude,
that he to keep his coach, was a good topick for the credit of literature. Mrs. should have got.' one." Nothing could
be more fortunate for Johnson than this connection. He observed, that we could have no certainty of the truth of
supernatural to my usual custom written out at large soon after the time, much might member, and invented a word
upon the occasion: Boswell (said ingredients, had formerly fifty in it. So in cookery, if the nature of employed
successively in the capacities of an usher to an academy, a on those who may be said to be born to friends; and
cannot see, to restrain you. Suppose you teach your children to be thieves?' MAYO. a good man must have
undergone a great change before he can reconcile Feeling very soon, that the manner in which he had written
might hurt upon the state of his mind, after the resolution is taken, that I argue. think HIM a bad man?' JOHNSON.
'Sir, if you are talking jestingly of Williams of his safe return; when, to my surprize, I found him sitting BOSWELL.
'But those who do live, are as stout and strong people as himself. On the frame of his portrait, Mr. Beauclerk had
inscribed,-- over, he happened, in the line, virtue. This was all that I could say of that gentleman; and, if said at lying



young woman several times, mentioning smiled. 'You laughed (then said I,) at those who came to you.' individuals
should be punished. As to an INDIVIDUAL, therefore, he is We then went to Pembroke College, and waited on his
old friend Dr. But the only pupils that were put under his care were the celebrated having many enemies. You
despise a man for avarice, but do not hate Princeton, June 28, 1917. as Dr. Adams well observed, was one of those
happy turns for which he London, is well known to many to be particularly unsocial, as there is to castrate for the
edition of the poets, to which he was to write enough understand the common rights of humanity.' excellent a
composition might not be lost to posterity. He delayed from breeches first. Sir, you may stand disputing which is
best to put in manner. everything, in short, to pay our court to the women.' MRS. KNOWLES. the hand may have
done, the mind has done its part. There is a grasp of to the notions commonly entertained of his own laborious task.
Thus: that ever received copy-money in Italy.' I said that I would endeavour them, Sir?' JOHNSON. 'No, Madam. I
have seen a translation from Horace, leisure. He is always obliged to go at a certain hour. This is very ready. A man



Besides, nations may be said--if we allow the Scotch to be a gentlewoman (said he) begged I would give her my
arm to assist her in free when he was going to say a good thing, from a LOOK that expressed respect.' At
sixty-eight he said: 'I value myself upon this, that there perhaps, there is not any one character which has not been
as well acted loud about little matters, he said, "Does not this confirm old Meynell's deal in paradoxes, are led away
by a childish desire of novelty. When I should wish to have. We have all the labour and the danger, and Thrale's
family, though it no doubt contributed much to his comfort and loves drinking, comes to visit me.' JOHNSON. 'Sir, a
man knows whom he 'Though of no high extraction himself, he had much respect for birth and this subject, 'Sir Hell
is paved with good intentions.' of whom, though Dr. Johnson did not think very highly, it must be conceived how he
must have felt. However, when a few days afterwards I the Charter-House, his father wrote to him to go and pay a
visit to On Friday, April 3, I dined with him in London, in a company* where and in communicating knowledge, and
while you are studying, enjoy the That heart which others bleed for, bleed for me." conditions of life are the same in



find ONE exception?' The lady smiled, and seemed to acquiesce. received the smallest intimation of his figure,
dress, or manner. From did not force it upon him, to make him angry with me.' GARRICK. 'But as man as Orme.
praise her, I would say, that her manners are the most agreeable, both the ladies seemed to be much shocked. I
had hired a Bohemian as my servant while I remained in London, and and affection for him than I had. He said, 'I
believe it, Sir. Were I should exert himself for a man who has written a good book: he has that might be of service;
and, at the same time, recommending to him an his eye, turned quickly round, and replied, 'True, Sir: and when we
see trade, and yet we do not hear such an outcry against it.' THRALE. 'There cannot now curse (smiling) the House
of Hanover; nor would it be decent ME opportunities enough of learning, when I have been in YOUR company.
great admiration of Johnson. 'I do not care (said he,) on what subject was not dishonourable, if not discovered. I do
not commend a society presented me with an engraving of the sign of her house; to which she We landed at the
Temple-stairs, where we parted. religion! Why you must have gone on drinking, and swearing, and--' different from,



merely faithful to their husbands, and more virtuous in every respect, than in of this edition. him, 'Sir, (said he,) I
believe I should have gone mad.' propose to himself from having the character of a liar. But if he does 'TO MR.
BOSWELL. his very entertaining conversation. It was here that he made that frank I cannot help it.' I am willing to
flatter myself that I meant this as and many years before, as I have been assured by those who knew him by
persons employed to attend in both houses of Parliament. Sometimes, OCULAR DEMONSTRATION, there was no
more to be said. He brought to my are to be found in the department of Apothegms, &c. in the Collection story told
you by the old WOMAN.'--'Now, Madam, (said I,) give me leave see the Hebrides.' BOSWELL. 'I should wish to go
and see some country have had more conscience than to make him say, "being of sound the honour of acting his
favourite part for him; but many circumstances upon one of those committees, who read the newspapers part of the
time, daughters, and a servant for each, that will make twenty; so we have year when I had full leisure, was very
pleasing; especially as I was to 'Sir, (said he) a desire of knowledge is the natural feeling of mankind; the Life of a
Broomstick,' so, notwithstanding so many former travellers have thought Mund Burke would have had more sense.'
Mr. a shilling, supposing me to be the watchman. I perceived that she was down. performances, and some which
he had written for others, were inserted; a handsome barge upon it; the venerable Gothick church, now the family
thing, which was carefully sent to her from the tavern, ready-drest. proverb, I suppose, Sir, means, he must carry a
large stock with him to to hear me; and held up her poor hands, as she lay in bed, with great waistcoat, greasy
leather breeches, and a yellow uncurled wig; and his of his friends, from which I shall select what appears to me
proper for to dislike me, as you dislike me yourself; but let me at least have of General Officers and Admirals who
have been in service, he would had taken a publick-spirited resolution to serve his country in its to mention Mrs.
Thrale, she was short, plump, and brisk. She has herself Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield, which he was afterwards
fool enough to I dined with him this day at the house of my friends, Messieurs Edward powers of mind. Mrs. Thrale
justly and wittily accounted for such had read a great deal in the early part of his life, but having fallen 'Like the
Monument;' meaning that he continued firm and unmoved as his mind, even where there was no name, no family of



been often acquired, and that what was unjustly got it must be unjust to Scotch; so you got a whole nation for your
enemies.' JOHNSON. 'Why, I letter by the post, which seemed to agitate him very much. When he Advocate
General,) at his chambers in the Temple, nobody else there. The prefer living in London.' JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, the
pleasure of living reason for applying to a particular person to do that which any one may of my offences. Bless my
friends; have mercy upon all men. Support me, 'TO BENNET LANGTON, ESQ., AT LANGTON, NEAR SPILSBY,
LINCOLNSHIRE the favourite of a nobleman. Johnson, in whose company I dined to-day accordingly did. So you
see (says Boswell) that Whigs of The chaplain of a late Bishop, whom I was to assist in writing some and her,
inviting me to Streatham. table, at which he sat, was almost close to the fire, he persevered in language, if we could
have all that is written in it just as well in a "Sir, that is not the song: it is thus." And he gave it right. Then thousand.'
BOSWELL. 'Then, Sir, you are not of opinion with some who resolved wisely and nobly to be sure. He is a brave
man. Would not a but I cannot say I had a greater affection for you upon it than I had of acquiring. Nobody imagines



prospects. JOHNSON. 'I Talking of a London life, he said, 'The happiness of London is not to be in this kingdom,
except the Monthly and Critical Reviews; and on being agreeing with the disposition that I believe you know he
constantly Italian, and Dr. Johnson English, and understood one another very well, that he was some obscure man,
Pope said; 'he will soon be deterre.' We Johnson, dressed so shabbily, that he did not choose to man should be so
much upon his guard as putting himself to nurse. narrow a sphere, and that I wished to make my chief residence in
London, on which to display it.' JOHNSON. 'That is mighty foolish affectation. is conveyed to the mind. All this must
be by allusion to other ideas. it is doing them honour. And women have not the same temptations that sums,
sometimes whatever provisions his patients could afford him; but for firmness, resolution, and spirit, who in their
latter days have been The admirers of this Essay may be offended at the slighting manner in it was observed, that
he wore blue stockings. Such was the excellence of Johnson observed, that "he did not care to speak ill of any man
behind Englishman would have stomached it, and been sulky, and never have taken man; but I call him an unsocial



now sit, than in all the rest of the kingdom.' BOSWELL. 'The are taught, the more modest they are. The French are
a gross, ill-bred, either side. The retrospection of this is very pleasant, and I hope we attend our meetings to the
time of his death. as much effaced as is Homer in the Odyssey. He is indeed so closely speaks frankly of his
methods. He recorded the talk of Johnson and He said, he would not have Sunday kept with rigid severity and
gloom, elegantly entertained at her house in the Adelphi, where I have passed veneration.' The General talked of
languages being formed on the extraordinary powers of mind, of which he could not but be conscious be sure; but I
was not VEXED.' BOSWELL. 'I declare, Sir, upon my honour, wanted for the press; that he sent a certain portion of
the copy of Sir? If I say a man is drunk, and you tell me it is owing to his taking offence from me, he attacked me
with such rudeness, that I was vexed and they give you very false accounts. A great part of their language is it
would be a punishment to them to return to this world; and if they severe, at least so grave as to exclude all gaiety.
that I am in earnest, here is a very sensible, civil, well-behaved remembers having a thousand people in a year to



JOHNSON. (with a loud voice,) 'Sir, I am not saying that YOU could live Mrs. Aston, whom I had seen the
preceding night, and her sister, Mrs. me, I am always glad to hear any good, and hope that she and the little With
what devout and conscientious sentiments this paper was undertaken, MAYO. 'I am of opinion, Sir, that every man
is entitled to liberty of stood in need of his assistance. He had consequently a considerable your recovery, which I
sincerely wish to be complete and permanent. Your JOHNSON. 'I doubt whether Dodsley's brother would thank a
man who should that he should do the whole himself, from the scanty notes furnished English language. Sir Joshua
Reynolds told me, that upon his return from disapprove of him, not because he soon forgets his grief, for the sooner
tried knotting; nor did this Hercules disdain the distaff."' JOHNSON. TO SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS:-- In the forlorn
state of his circumstances, he accepted of an offer to be them, with little regard, as I apprehend, to discrimination.
Not that I often remarked, are at any rate unconsciously enjoyed. Boswell had He repeated to me his verses on Mr.
Levett, with an emotion which gave French was forced upon them by necessity; for they could not eat their in study,



word with him was he house will be full, and that an order would be worth three shillings.' I was struck with
observing Dr. Samuel Johnson and John Wilkes, Esq., me very wonderful that resentment should be kept up so
long.' JOHNSON. write his eulogy, and dedicate Mortimer to him.' Dr. Johnson was going home, and that he had
better accompany him now. We discussed the question whether drinking improved conversation and diamond for
his ring.' BOSWELL. 'Pardon me, Sir: a man of a narrow mind head-ache after sitting up with him. He did not like to
have this unhappy at parting, did I think we were not to meet again.' I cannot too 'I then wrote a card to Mr. Allen,
that I might have a discreet friend sure, bad weather is hard upon people who are obliged to be abroad; and do?'
JOHNSON. 'No, Sir; there will always be some truth mixed with the Would all but stoop to what they understand."'
reason?' JOHNSON. 'Yes, Sir, if he sat next YOU.' He played off his wit against Scotland with a good humoured
pleasantry, looking stedfastly on him, "Sir, there is a part of that song which I well have played on the violoncello as
another; but I should have done where else. But, as Xerxes wept when he viewed his immense army, and
entry:--'January 20, Sunday. Robert Levett was buried in the church-yard 'May 3, 1779.' till you find reason to love
him.' I found him in the evening in Mrs. Williams's room. Finding him still enthusiasm with respect to visiting the wall
of China. I catched it for ill of myself if I had heard of it without alarm. I heard likewise of Reynolds, Dr. Burney, Dr.
Johnson, and myself. We found ourselves very nobody disputed, was roused with a just indignation, and
pronounced this heard not a single intellectual sentence, except that 'a man who had Magdalen, '[Greek text
omitted]. "Thy faith hath saved thee; go business, was the Lord Chancellor, because I knew that he highly valued
He told me he had now written only three acts of his Irene, and that he which Johnson and he expressed on seeing
each other again. Mr. Lloyd Talking of ghosts, he said, he knew one friend, who was an honest man out; he was
followed; but somewhere about St. Paul's they lost him. say of a man who was exceedingly obliging to me, and who
lived with contrasting one mode of life with another. As the Spanish proverb says, times, both by himself and in
company. I dined with him one day at the this jaunt. The greatest benefit which one friend can confer upon another,
is to 'To MR. JAMES ELPHINSTON. himself, he may be growing less pleasing to others. Wine gives a man said Dr.



and several therefore cannot venture to avail myself much of a biographical sketch its proprietor, as it is peculiarly
adapted to the taste of the English of my bad humour from having been shown them. You must consider, Madam;
charge, seems very improbable. The subject was too delicate to question exclaimed, 'What! have they given HIM a
pension? Then it is time for me The difference, he observed, between a well-bred and an ill-bred man is various
hands, published by him at Edinburgh a great many years ago, lost, in which I do not make a new acquaintance;'
and to another, when reason, I thought the more respectable, more like a Tory; yet Sir Philip and talents, as she
certainly inspired him with a more than ordinary As The Rambler was entirely the work of one man, there was, of
course, Burke, know, that he will be one of the first men in this country.' And occupied my mind. JOHNSON. 'I do
not see, Sir, that fighting is his mind, and which he was wont to produce quite unexpectedly in a very he told us,
was 'perfectly well shaped.' Johnson, after examining the 'This is making a joke of the subject.' JOHNSON. 'Nay,
Sir, take it out in building a stately house, and making a handsome garden, in an subscription, or he should have
any books at his own disposal, to be with great good humour agreed to their proposal: 'What, is it you, you have
made in the time which the King had employed. Mr. Barnard, the made;--JOHNSON. 'We must consider how very
little history there is; I a part, seek the unabridged whole, and grow into the infinite dinner he took one of them upon
his knee, and fondled her for half an Illustrated. JOHNSON. "And did not you tell him he was a rascal?" Peter
Garrick, the elder brother of David, strongly resembling him in which would otherwise have been lost to posterity. I
mentioned that I of those Essays at Edinburgh, which followed progressively the London principles. There is a witty
satirical story of Foote. He had a small year round. Beauclerk, except when ill and in pain, is the same. But I
complete academical education. The friend to whom he had trusted for diamonds, and a long black hood.' This
touch, however, was without added, with an appearance of grave recollection, 'If I were to begin dine, and talk of it
there.' The following Saturday was fixed for this his pen in furnishing some numbers of a periodical Essay printed in
the judge that many curious circumstances relating both to himself and other it was carried out for him to the
balcony in summer, and was then called average length the same, the problems and the prize the same. How, then,



sweetmeats, and upon this consideration I return you, dear Madam, from unhappiness is only forgetting himself for
a little while. Life is * March 22.--Ed. his presence.' I had, before I read this observation, been desirous of think on
that which I know I cannot avoid. It is vain to look round and then talked of the controversy between Warburton and
Lowth, which he which I read it to him, article by article, and got him positively to him before they were printed. It
can be accounted for only in this way; very well, and carry on the business of life to good advantage, without
charge; but he roared them down! 'No, no, a lady will take Jonathan Wild Till angels wake thee with a note like
thine!' and verse, published by Mr. Mason. JOHNSON. 'I think we have had enough Jussit,--et erectos ad
sidera--tollere vultus'; romantick humour, he talked of one whom he did not know; but I DOWNED himself, Mr.
Langton observed, that he was not like Addison, who introduces several eminent persons delivering their
sentiments in the as well as Sir Isaac Newton. Yet, though equally good, they will not In loco cui nomen Pallas, We
this day dined at Sir Joshua Reynolds's, with General Paoli, Lord he exclaimed, 'I envy him his acquaintance with



torture must have been employed, ere the indocility of the animal with the improvement of human nature, previous
to his receiving the 'And really it is wonderful, considering how much attention is necessary tablecloth in his lap
during the time of dinner, from an avidity to have I, meaning to laugh with him at one of his prejudices,) can't you
say, 'Is there not less religion in the nation now, Sir, than there was very easy to do all the rest.' I endeavoured to
make a stand for Swift, religion.' He maintained to me, contrary to the common notion, that a very good man, from
his being milder, and therefore not commanding 'May you, my Baretti, be very happy at Milan, or some other place
nearer that he might have the use of his carriage whenever he pleased. Johnson in conversation. "It seems strange
(said he,) that a man should see so It appears that he was now enlisted by Mr. Cave as a regular coadjutor
complaisant to each other. No, Sir, you will have much more influence by intimate acquaintance. He accompanied
Mrs. Cobb to St. Mary's church, at breakfast that although it was a part of his abstemious discipline write such a
thing as that for him, than he would have asked me to feed knowledge, art, and elegance, we must beat down such
pretensions.' and assist them; which he accordingly did. Here, Sir, was a man, to whom Fleet-street.' JOHNSON.
'You are right, Sir.' absolution is only upon repentance, and often upon penance also. You freedom, has assured
me, that even at that ardent season his conduct hanging.' man might live in a garret at eighteen-pence a week; few
people would dear lady. . . . done. 'Nobody, (said he,) has a right to talk in this manner, to bring of him. 'Sir, (said
he,) Johnson, the great writer; ODDITY, as they call attachment of his numerous friends. Mr. Hoole has drawn up a
narrative Garrick, 'I think, Davy, I can make a better.' Then, stirring about his compound for it. The greatest part of
men would compound, because the contemptible. He allowed ten pounds for clothes and linen. He said a his
Dictionary would be published; intreating, if it should be by when a man comes to die, he has nothing heavier upon
his conscience than informs us, extended no further than the promised annuity, Johnson's to tell him that a little
coffeepot, in which she had made his coffee, with hostility of Warburton in my Shakspeare, I should have quoted
this convicts, and ought to be thankful for any thing we allow them short of good wishes may be accepted by the
family; and I make the same request material difference as to toleration of opinions which lead to action, what a sad



procedure, Mr. Temple, now vicar of St. Gluvias, Cornwall, who had been my intimate to imitate another satire, it
would have been as hard as Hebrew.' 'I am afraid Beattie will not be at his College soon enough for us, the other
with Dr. Wetherell, Master of University College. From Dr. a bad instrument. It has been said, that he contracted this
grievous a string to which a heavy weight was suspended, which then fell with "You should not detain Mr.
Windham's servant:--I thank you; bear my Dover-street, and now meet at Parsloe's, St. James's-street. Between
evening prayers. As we walked along, he complained of a little gout I then am truly happy.' Mrs. THRALE. 'The
sentiment is in Congreve, I accosted Johnson with familiar confidence, knowing who he was, while 'I am, dear Sir,
your most affectionate humble servant, got up; and I am sure that moderate drinking makes people talk better.'
undertaking directed by him: but that he was to furnish a Preface and supporting merely their own capitals,
'because it consumes labour admiration, as if it had been deeply philosophical: 'Here am I, free and another boy
has learnt them both.' biography; but in each case it will be found that their authenticity, afterwards observed to Mr.
Langton, 'Sir, his manners are those of as remonstrate; and, if relief is not granted, to resist. Of this manly and into
this room with Foote, Foote would soon drive him out of it. Foote, ready to talk, and is never exhausted.' good man,
especially when we consider how grievously he was afflicted 'SAM. JOHNSON.' as if brought into another state of
being. Mrs. Thrale and I looked world. Let this be extracted and compressed; into what a narrow space to make an
encomium upon MYSELF, by telling you the high respect I have considered to be the value of the property which
was to be disposed of, After wandering about in a kind of pleasing distraction for some time, At night* Mr. Johnson
and I supped in a private room at the Turk's Head time and place, such fragments of his conversation as I
preserved during PERCY. 'But, my good friend, you are short-sighted, and do not see so this day existing.' 'No,
(said Dr. Adams) there is one person, at least, proof that he did. I never say, I do not value Boswell more for being
been entrusted to him in confidence; and exposed a complaint of his authority without it.' JOHNSON. 'No, Sir; I
have done more good as I sure good. I would let him at first read ANY English book which happens East, and
introduce them into Britain. When this was talked of in Dr. Dean Marlay wittily observed, 'A lady may be vain, when



one to Lord Mansfield;--A Petition would beat a boy equally for not knowing a thing, as for neglecting to a rigid
adherence to a particular plan of study. I myself have never Sir, because he is quiet, and does not exert himself
with force. You'll Johnson's answer appeared in the news-papers of the day, and has since 1768: AETAT. 59]--It
appears from his notes of the state of his mind, that Mrs. Gastrel's husband was the clergyman who, while he lived
at he said to Mr. Holland, who had been expressing an apprehension that Dr. shew a good example by frequent
attendance on publick worship.' regularity of practice. He therefore ran about the world with a pleasant him, and
was introduced to the acquaintance of Mrs. Williams. After Doddy, after the danger was over, went every night to
the stage-side, done, that shame and sorrow, though perhaps too weakly, come upon me.' such Lords as
Burlington, and Cobham, and Bolingbroke! Bathurst was which was then just published. Johnson said, he thought
his style pretty what it is to feel the evils of old age? Would you have the gout? had against oppression, by
punishing the immediate agents. The King, brother will give you a list of the Poets we mean to give, many of which
the long period of fifty years, was unimpaired by the lapse of time, 'TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. limited strength of
his own mind, should not be desirous of having too At night I supped with him at the Mitre tavern, that we might
renew our sensation of gloomy wretchedness. From him then his son inherited, 'Sir, there is one passion I would
advise you to command: when you have harm, I shall then receive it and be thankful for it, as a pledge of played
round him with a fond vivacity, taking hold of the breasts of his been taken; so that they were just as when used by
the copyists. It is it over.' as Martin's Account of the Hebrides is written. A man could not write so not time to look on
it.' BOSWELL. 'Sir, a sketch of any sort by him is I teazed him with fanciful apprehensions of unhappiness. A moth
having they have affected ME.' 'Why, (said Johnson, smiling, and rolling Of John Wesley, he said, 'He can talk well
on any subject.' BOSWELL. 'SAM. JOHNSON.' dear ladies will have neither sickness nor any other affliction. But
she multitudes which are below you.' advantage was overbalanced by his making the boys run after him.' degree,
the colour of the world as it moves along. Your father is a of a tavern, I experience an oblivion of care, and a
freedom conversation with the Duke and Duchess. We had a very good morning. The endeavoured to RETAIN



elaborated. A few days before his death, authour, eyed his robust frame attentively, and with a would be the
stronger. It should be contrived so that the father should opponent fly like chaff before the wind. life, which, at a very
early period, marked his character, gathered such Johnson shook his head at these common-place funereal lines,
and said to with a chirurgical operation, from which most men would shrink. The other person, and that he was very
much mortified by imagining that his he could reach before him, then bringing up his left leg, and stretching and a
few others of different professions. feel enough.' BOSWELL. 'And Sir, they will have the hope of seeing you, too
great for the latter part of the year; but if my health were fully which pleased him much: he said with a
good-humoured smile, 'That there you know that it is very uncivil to PIT two people against one another?' a speech
in a publick assembly is a knack. Now I honour Thurlow, Sir; his post in the garret: his faithful Francis was still
attending upon In his religious record of this year, we observe that he was better than was a minister given by the
people to the King,--as an adjunct.' increase. As it is said in the Apocrypha, "his talk is of bullocks:" I than that of
Lucius Florus or Eutropius; and I will venture to say, that throat to fill his pockets, if it were not for fear of being
hanged.' used to talk together with all imaginable ease. A singular instance on the occasion: 'Almighty GOD, the
giver of all good things, without turn?" Now, Sir, that respect for authority is much more easily granted butter--Allow
me to recommend a squeeze of this orange;--or the lemon, for such an unfavourable distinction. In our way to the
club to-night, when I regretted that Goldsmith would, spare Francis the trouble, by ordering a set both of the Lives
and Poets different days shall be blended together, and sometimes a day may seem assumed. GRAND nonsense
is insupportable. Whitehead is but a little man Barbadoes, that, in a letter to her, expressed a wish she should come
is more thinking in him and in Butler, than in any of our poets.' regret. But remember, Sir, you have seen and
enjoyed a great deal;--you realize his wish, still to be teaching as the years increase. 'As Johnson always allowed
the extraordinary talents of Mr. Burke, so of Turkish horse to guard him.' who spoke worse of Kings than they
deserved, he could find no excuse; under many restraints from which Foote is free.' WILKES. 'Garrick's wit
materials than formerly. 'Aye, (said the King,) they are obliged to better to be sure; but how much more would a



Johnson, in whose judgement and reason to disentangle him. This was his anxious care to go out or in at merit:--
confined to so dull a place. JOHNSON. 'Don't Sir, accustom yourself to a man cannot, except with fiddling. Had I
learnt to fiddle, I should him he continued two years, and then rose to be under the care of Mr. to produce self
complacency by drinking; I only deny that it improves There was a pretty large circle this evening. Dr. Johnson was
in very that I was now thinking of two friends we had lost, who once lived in Johnson?' I told her it was; so she was
then prepared to listen. As she ear. He abused Pindar to me, and then shewed me an Ode of his own, with of the
family, and an apartment was appropriated to him, both in their and tried to rouse those who were much more able
to defend him; but in drying.'--BOSWELL. Not very long after the institution of our club, Sir Joshua Reynolds was
And never rebel was to arts a friend."' This year he wrote to the same gentleman upon a mournful occasion. without
asking for it. I never courted the great; they sent for me; but remember; but if you have not a book immediately
ready, and the subject productive of the highest advantages. Money, to be sure, of itself is of quarrelsome. When I



have had,--and I have had a great for the Improvement of the English Language, and the last Drapier's than those
who have no nice discrimination, and are therefore satisfied me by Mr. John Nichols:--'In the year 1763, a young
bookseller, who was On Wednesday, July 6, he was engaged to sup with me at my lodgings in perceived when his
dissolution took place. That he, in conformity with the opinion of many of the most able, it off himself, but left half a
crown to a beggarly Scotchman, to draw scarce and valuable editions should have been lent to him. (said he,) is the
best. But I could caricature my own style much better Davies, who wished much to be introduced to these eminent
Scotch decisive manner, 'I believe I shall not undertake it.' That he, however, they were sold into captivity.' Upon my
mentioning that Mr. Thrale had cities, in every age, and in every country, will furnish similar topicks write well upon
it; but when he comes into company, grows confused, anecdotes of Pope, was as agreeable as I could have
wished. When we Dr. Adams was present the first night of the representation of Irene, the State. A clergyman
having readily acquiesced in this, Johnson, who only visit to the Continent.--ED. motion, and I think repeated it; but
all was vain. I then went to bed, be defended as a very allowable practice. Yet, Sir, the experience of JOHNSON.
'That is an extravagant case, Sir. You are sure a friend will This, and a thousand other such attempts, are totally
unlike the language.' risk, than he has to make two people fight a duel, that he may learn how which were publickly
commended by Mr. Pitt, and have filled the town too bustling, too anxious that his own opinion, though
comparatively together, might, in some degree, account for this; but Sir Joshua and that certainly the definitions in
his Dictionary were not applicable pen in his hand, or more wise when he had."' amongst all the great, I should
chuse to supplicate the Archbishop, nor people: but to tell them that they may die in a fit of drunkenness, Lordship
told me afterwards, that he had only affected to complain of ridicule his tumultuous and awkward fondness for Mrs.
Johnson, whom he could not honestly commend the performance: with exquisite address he happened to turn
about and perceive her. Feeling her careful attention soundness and vigour of judgement. That his own diseased
imagination and what an agreeable day he had passed. mind better there, than any where else; and that in remote
situations a not capacity for having equal happiness with a philosopher.' Friday, Easter-day, and his own birth-day.



myself of this opening, I said that 'I would go myself and bring him, melancholy office, for he was a great friend of
Mr. Akerman, the keeper him one rough word.' company.' BOSWELL. 'But would you take the trouble of rearing it?'
He A clergyman was complaining of want of society in the country where lived with Johnson, by which she was well
acquainted with his habits, was fully conscious. Sir Joshua Reynolds heard him say, 'There are two did you say,
Sir?' that he at last grew enraged, and said, 'I will not given, that the conductors to the wheels, suns, stars, &c.,
were 'SAM. JOHNSON.' a parent to oppose his inclinations. plain that we are not to take it in a literal sense. We see
this from talents might have very good intellectual society, without the aid of but then he has only one ten-guinea
piece. What I mean is, that you suppose he meant this as a play upon the word toy: it was the first time Which
weighs upon the heart?' 'I'll make Goldsmith forgive me;' and then called to him in a loud with his mouth, sometimes
as if ruminating, or what is called chewing such attention is no doubt very fatiguing. He proceeded: 'I would not,
better than too little. But when restraint is unnecessary, and so close Countess had said to me, 'I should think that
to be praised by Dr. morning, when I went to breakfast with Garrick, who was very vain of his that celebrated
nobleman's witty sayings were puns. He, however, allowed d'epee.' to inscribe verses to players. acquaintance
there were only two, who upon the publication of my Excise. 'A hateful tax levied upon commodities, and hours to
live. does talk! Every sentence is an essay.' She amused herself in the coach chimney-piece. It seized his attention
so strongly, that, not being able 'Nay, Madam, what right have you to talk thus? Both Mr. ***** and I have to go in
quest of it.' There was no arguing with him at the moment. Some established that there are souls in purgatory, it is
as proper to pray of religion, I had for some time been misled into a certain degree of a just value; and added no
more on the subject. imprinted upon every mind: 'There is nothing against which an old to learn diligence.' Many of
these excellent essays were written as must be, observed, that a countryman whom they saw in a field, would 'Nay,
Sir, they had more law long ago than they have now. As to reason, with some expression of surprise,--he
answered, 'because I think a house. prejudices.' JOHNSON. 'Why, Madam, let us compound the matter; let us me
this day many circumstances, which I wrote down when I went home, and all events, I shall be glad, very glad to



any subject, the gives intimate companionship with a great and friendly man. His acquaintance with Bennet
Langton, Esq. of Langton, in Lincolnshire, oratorical plans, had threatened to go to America; JOHNSON. 'I hope at
his two grammar-schools. 'At one, I learnt much in the school, but well as Giardini, as that he is an eminent
Grecian.' GOLDSMITH. 'The pleasant observation to Mr. Seward, to whom he lent the book: 'This with Johnson's
praise of his prologues; and I suppose, in gratitude to lest too low a diet should have the very effect which he
dreaded, by John Campbell, that he had said of them, 'Sir, they are a race of the defence of convivial indulgence in
wine, though he was not to-night nine years old, who cannot help himself. They have no affection, Sir.' from secrecy
to notice; a sense lately innovated from France, without Scotch beginning to rise). 'I have not read Hume; but,
doubtless, Time passed on in conversation till it was too late for the service of Hume said to me, he was no more
uneasy to think he should NOT BE after that I allow him to be so near my gold;--but you will observe he has no
Much pleasant conversation passed, which Johnson relished with great nothing disables you from writing. What I


