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“Before today I couldn’t put my finger on what productive struggle is and how I
can help foster it in my classroom. After reading Productive Math Struggle, I have a
firm grasp on how teachers can use struggle to change how students approach their
tasks and the subject as a whole. The book combines a clear case for why we should
embrace the struggle, with dozens of practical tools that show teachers, coaches, and
administrators can start this work immediately. The authors explain why our students
need a culture that can support productive struggle and suggest a way to challenge
the prevalent negative beliefs about math that students bring into our classrooms.”

Carl Oliver

Assistant Principal
City-As-School High School
New York, NY

“First ask yourself, as SanGiovanni, Katt, and Dykema probe: “Have your students
fallen out of love with math?” Or, perhaps, your students were never in love with
math because they saw it as inaccessible or confusing. Simply telling students to
try harder doesn’t work and leaves students and teachers rolling about in a cycle
of destructive struggle. Fret no more—the answer is here! When teachers use these
fantastic, thoughtful strategic action steps, this heartbreaking phenomenon does not
have to be a reality in anyone’s classroom! Get this book and begin your journey for
cultivating a positive classroom environment that promotes productive struggle that
will have your students joyfully falling head over heels in love with mathematics.”

Beth Kobett

Associate Professor, School of Education
Stevenson University

NCTM Board of Directors

““Invite productive struggle—don't scaffold it away.” This might be my new motto
for teaching and learning. This book is an essential read for everyone interested in
helping students understand mathematics, not just learn procedures to pass a test. By
sharing practical strategies and structures, including focus on mathematical identity
and families, the authors help us invite productive struggle into our classrooms. They
ask us to think critically about common practices like modifying tasks or revoicing to
ensure our use of these strategies supports students for deep learning. Every educator
should read and use this book to welcome productive struggle into the classroom.”

Sara Delano Moore
Author of Visible Learning for Mathematics and Mathematize It!
Director of Professional Learning, ORIGO Education
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