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WASHINGTON POST, paper Profile of Johnnie Tillmon, 1 8
and Irate Letters frol jpaders (1968) ;:

\q i NWRO and
Shorily after the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther Kn.ng. }lrr; oeonles
other organizations marked the beginning of the' nationa f)l:] eopt
Campaign with a Mother's Day march through rfot—'torn neig omoods
in Wish%ngton, D.C. Coretta Scott King and Johnnie Tillmon were the

i | of restrictive
i the event, which called for a repeal :
nerionn Spea];zirfmoin public aid. One sign of the increasingly fractious

and divisive politics that surrounded welfare bez?eﬁts in the late ;923;
was the response of readers to a profile of Tilmon that ran
women's section of the Washington Post newspaper.

Prison Rights
Activism

nationat legist

—HEATHER McCaRrTY

Letter from "A Disgusted Reader” to The Washington Post
[post-marked May 14, 1968]

is marching story is silly—not by you but by the marcher.
Thmﬁgf;} ;Zzeiifc;?more r)f;oney from Welfare than 1 do olren:z}zgq;;r; people do on The Un.ite(f States erupted in .pr.oies.t during th_c 1960s and 1970s and, like other
retirement, also what has happened to suppon.heip Emmc::sive n;ore welfare money. ‘ !}mencans who became acimsts‘m this penqd, those wh? were‘ locked away

Also its a fact that a lot of women have children tore n prisons a}so found [hemse]ves seeking greater rights and rying to improve their
living conditions. In particular, the civit rights and Black Power movements of this
era inspired prisoners to become activists and they came to adopt much of the
ideology as well as the tactics embraced by these movements, Mirroring the evolu-
tion of the civil rights movement on the outside, the prisoner rights movemen began
with convicts attempting to effect change by working throu ght the system, Over time,
as some prisoners and their supporters grew frustrated with the limited and slow
nature of change, a segment of the movement grew more militant and more willing
10 engage in direct action (o achieve their goals.

A variety of factors both internal and external to the penal system itself also
inspired prisoner rights activism in the 1960s and 1970s. Changes in penological
practice, prisoner demographics, and the sociai and racial climate of society in general,
lo name a few, contributed to prisoners becoming better organized and demanding
increased rights and input in prison policies. Throughout this period, the prisoner rights
movement atlempted to address a wide range of issues including prison conditions,
religious freedom for prisoners, capital punishment, censorship, parity for women pris-
oners, and prison and parole sentencing. While convicts and their supporters employed
a mix of tactics to achieve their goals, the prison rights movement in this period largely
focused their efforts on legai and direct action tactics. :

Prisoners had been protesting the conditions under which they lived long
before the 1960s. Convicts have 2 long history of trying to draw attention to the
inhuman treatment and the brutal conditions they endured. Whether rendering
themselves crippled to avoid forced labor under the brutal whip on Southern prison

[ have been told that by some. )
Also if she can work & mak
oo to Calif. on my retirement how could she afford lot
° 3 " 4 fa ey
... [O]ur family never had or will have mon o e
negroes [ex]pect‘? that all the white should help them—why not the Tic

people help the colored. They don’t want to work.

e as much as her Welfare, why don’t she? I can’t
come to DC.
o go to college. What do the

Source: Carolyn Lew:s, She arched Change kdrea's Future Washingion Post—] nd about
¥y M i o H Ch it N . / Lo For a

iy . - P ¥l 3 & y Ll . -
vomen May 13 1968 P 1 ind Response Lessers sent to NW RO b Cd[olyll Lewis June 4, {968
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Front: George Wiley Papers. Box 21/Folder 4, Wisconsin Historical Society, Mad
rorm: George apers.

farms, or initiating hunger strikes to highlight the practices embraced by Northern
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penal institutions, prisoners have tried to improve their lot for centuries. Efforts to
improve the U.S. prison system, however, achieved limited success because the
1871 ruling in Ruffin v. Commonwealth defined prisoners as “slaves of the state”-—
individuals without constitutional rights. This status left prisoners little power to
legaliy challenge the prison system.

Little changed in the legal landscape for prisoners until 1964, when a group
of Black Muslim prisoners—African American prisoners who practiced the
Muslim faith—went to court arguing that prison officials denied them their rights
10 worship. In their now famous case, Cooper v. Pate, the court not only ruled that
convicts had a right to religious freedom but, by extension, that prisoners had
rights under the constitution more generally. Many penal scholars attribute the
emergence of the modern prisoner rights movement to Cooper v. Pate because it
permitted prisoners to file lawsuits on their own behalf and to legal efforts by
Black Muslims in general. Beiween 1961 and 1978, federal courts ruled on 66
cases related to Black Muslims alone.

Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, many prisoners relied heavily on jaithouse
lawyers to help them navigate the legal system. Jailhouse lawyers were convicts who
taught themselves rudimentary legal skills while imprisoned and helped other
prisoners prepare post-conviction petitions. Fearing the power that jailhouse lawyers
could exert over their fellow convicts, many prisons forbade them from providing
tegal assistance. Ironically, this only led to more legal challenges to prison authority.

In 1969, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Johnson v. Avery thai jatlhouse lawyers
were indeed permitted to provide legal assistance when prison officials failed to
provide adequate legal services for convicts. This victory expanded the practice of
jailhouse lawyering, and many jailhouse lawyers proved to be worthy adversaries
winning legal victories for convicts around the country.

While jailhouse lawyers helped prisoners bring legal challenges, the large number
of prison litigation cases that took place during the 1960s and 1970s would have been
impossible without support from outside activists, especially Jawyers and law students
who offered both their time and expertise to convicts. With this additional support,
prisoners’ rights petitions filed in federal courts more than quadrupled between 1970
and 1979. Many lawyers involved in earlier civil rights work, such as those in the
National Lawyers Guild, brought their experience to the prisoner rights movement,
The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) established the Prison Project in 1972;
it was and remains the most successful prison litigation group in the United States.
Even the American Bar Association committed itseif 1o advancing correctional reform
in 1970. By the close of the 1970s, prisoners and their advocates had improved
convicts’ access o due process rights through cases such as Wolffv. McDonnell, which
guaranteed procedural protections to prisoners facing disciplinary action. They also

successfully challenged censorship of prisoner mail, limits on communication with

lawyers, and poor conditions of confinement. Their success filing Eighth Amendment
cases not only helped to protect prisoners from cruel and unusual punishment but it
also provided them with access to medical care, soap, water, clothing, and Hmited the
length of time prisoners could spend in isolation.

As successful as many of their forays into the legal system were, legal tactics
took time and change often came slowly. By the late 1960s, some prisoners began
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to grow frustrated at the siow nature of ]

. egai pursuits. Just as ACtivists in the
period became more militant so did so .y ' as other activists in this

( \ ' e prisoners, and they st aging i
gfrect act-ions. Prisoners and thejr supporters continaed to uze&;::?ld e in
irect ¢ i ul i . e eoes

Prison;x;::(;r; tactics proved successful in garnering attention for cor?:fict n;'éeuve:;; o
[ ] " . - - = ances.
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o . : = B
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rS - -’ - ¥ ¢ ¢
prisoners irlrnnletgggtl?er as a convict class. Prisoners periodically used ihi;unit lzd t
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. ge- rotests te lobby legislators ; i 5 . - the
rison srsrems y leg and the public to support changes in the
California’s pri G
oreay som; ;;n;oners were some of the first to utilize more militant tactics. The
byothe late. 396()0 1he first Iarge—sc_afe prisoner work stoppages in the early l%i)q anz
port ot is‘,' dt ey were shutting down prison operations around the s{aie}vith
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s n Quentin State Pris ile pri
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o ]eoismtm mgs to the .head of the California Department of Corrections and the
R ;” m:rﬂ{; .h‘eg. prisoners prepared a 78-page report entitled the Convier
ot o the ajor Grievances of the Prison Population with Suggested Solurions
Deparuanes of pémr prison conditions and analyzed the tailings of the Catifornia
copanmen ¢ derorre.ctsogas. The administration initially attempted 10 prevent the
victs vering their report, but in the end ] st g
Findins to e s iy they successfully forwarded their
Inspired '
Quenﬁnp rgqu the outcome‘c‘)f Qroiests such as the Unity Day Strikes at San
2 priso;]i ~dr.1§rs across California decided 1o swrike in order to draw atiention
o s Pﬁzgnxt.ﬁon; across the state. The longest nonviolent strike took place at
o ieav e”ih 'ovembgr of 1970 when almost all 2,400 prisoners refused
Gemne e fexr cells for IQ days. The prisoners issued 2 manifesto with 31
i . by ging ;om calls for improved living conditions to the release of alj
I)risomrspa Crs?:st'i.e he I;"olsom work stoppage and other prisoner strikes inspired
country to organize their own 3ts f ety
and bettor prisom coninr. protests for greater convict power
Like their i iforni i
Facilly upg{zﬁ:t;t;;rpa;ﬁs 1: Caht;mm, prisoners at the Attica State Correctional
s W York sought to improve pris iti
[y in upsta . ght to prison conditions there. In 1970,
BI;C(}){ ;\)/; §:1§§1ng ztsﬁf ;he Attica Liberation Faction—comprised of Black Panthers
sitms, radical whites, and Puerto Rics ’
ns, S, can Young Lords—w d ]
to the commissioner of i s s and equen:
: comections enumerating a list of 29 ari
o ing 29 grievances and request-
g that he to address them. Notably, these grievances mirrored many of the deriands
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that Folsom prisoners had drafted in their recent manifesto. The response to the 1970
letters consisted of little more than vague promises of future discussions that never
materialized. The disappointments of approaching officials in a peaceful manner, in
combination with the long-standing tensions between prison officers and prisoners at
Attica, eventually led to the largest prison riot of this era on September 9, 1971. After
1,281 prisoners seized controt of the prison, taking scores of guards hostage, once
again they asked officials to address their grievances. This time, however, they had
the chance to directly tell all Americans what they felt needed change in the prison
system—prison administrators agreed to let television cameras inside. By September 8,
1971, prisoner speeches had been broadcast to the entire pation. Although observers
recommended that the State of New York continue negotiating with the prisoners so
that this riot might end peacefully, after four days Governor Nelson Rockefeller
ordered that the armed state troopers retake the prison by force. Trooper builets killed
29 prisoners and 10 guards and severely wounded 89 others.

Prisoners engaged in numerous direct actions similar to Attica and Folsom on a
smaller scale around the country during this period. Direct actions, regardless of size,
were typically organized by a relatively small group of more radical prisoners and
supported by outside activists. These convicts often seif-identified as political
prisoners. Some convicts believed that police had targeted, framed, and imprisoned
them in order to neutralize their efforts as political agitators. Others argued that all
crimes committed by racial minorities and the poor were responses to their oppressed
status and therefore political in nature. Soon numerous activists in social movements
outside of prison aiso adopted this perspective and rallied around famous political
prisoners such as George Jackson, Eldridge Cleaver, and Ruchell McGee. When
California prison officials charged black prisoners George Jackson, Fleeta Drumgo,
and John Clutchette on January 27, 1970, with the murder of a white prison officer,
outside activists formed the Soledad Brothers Defense fund to help fight the charges.
Activists maintained that prison officiais framed these men, Seven months later when
a guard shot and killed Jackson alleging that he had iried to escape, prisoners and
prisoner rights activists on the outside grew even more radical.

In addition to organizing support for political prisoners and aiding prisoners’
direct actions inside of prison, outside activists tried other tactics to bring about
reform in the prison system. Groups studied prison conditions and lobbied prison offi-
cials and legislators for change. The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC),
a Quaker group active in the civil rights movement, the anti-war movement, and the
prisoner rights movement, studied prison conditions in the United States and issued
Struggle for Justice in 1971, a scathing critique of prisons and sentencing guidelines.
Chief among the problems they identified were class-based criminal laws, forced
treatment, and lengthy periods of inhumane incarceration.

As the 1970s came to 2 close, all radical political activism declined and prison
activism was no different. Politicians from the Nixon administration ushered in
a more conservative era, one in which voters fearful of recent increases in crime
supported stronger law and order policies. By the 1980s, the public no longer viewed
prisoners as reformable and worthy of rehabilitation; instead they perceived crimi-
nals as dangerous degenerates. As the nation turned to tough-on-crime policies,
outside activists began to abandon the prisoner rights movement in favor of other
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SAN QUENTIN PRISON, The Outlaw (1 968)

Pré{iogers at San Quentin State Prison produced an underground newspaper
c? ed The OL.'rt:"aw. Tf?e paper was produced anonymously without approval
of prison officials. Prisoners used this newspaper as an organizing tool to

bring convicts together i
bring across racial and ethnic lines to de
in prison operations. mand more say

The Qutlaw
San Quentin Prison, July 1, 1968

‘The red-necked Bushbeater is Beat Again

nt 2; iaast ;1: muckrszers.who publish the OUTLAW have been apprehended and
: y. Never agam’wﬂ] -that subversive rag disturb the stagnant placidity of

an Q.ueratu?. But what's this?? THE OUTLAW!!! Better luck next time Red
[Convicts” nickname for San Quentin warden Louis Nelson.}. How many bumebeeefs

does that make now??? Ah ive i
. 277 About 27, Give itup Red, ortell u it !
realize you've got 4,000 of us?1/11! P ’ *where it at Dot you

With.r.“; aSroS:;‘:;h;l; u; cons dgn’t dseem to know what side we’re on. We're obsessed
- 1sputes based on race, ideology, group identi

‘ es : , 2y, group identity, and so on. We

;};pend ogr energies despising and distrusting each other. All of this is helping the CDC

€ permit them to keep us at each others throats. A handful of us are Zaliinn fo::

Source: The Outlaw, reprinted in R i
) obert Minton, Ir., ed., Juside:
Random House, 1971, pp. 13~17. o e s

Prison American Sivle, New York:
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UNITY. This is for a purpose. We want to crush this empire that has been erected on
our suffering. We call for 4,000 wnited convicts. Wake up!!! put your prejudices, biases,
and class distinctions aside for the purposes of our fight with the CDC. .. . UNITY that
will rally to us support from the outside that will carry our plea to the proper places. . ..

We will lose everything if we play into the CDC’s hands and let them move us into
a riot situation. . . . DON’T let a riot or fire or any disturbance allow his {the warden’s]
bully hand 1o fall. ... Don’t let the pigs harass you into a bad move. Let’s Get it
Together for a while . .. UNITY, BLACK, BROWN, WHITE, UNITY!!!

SaN QUENTIN Prison, “Bill of Particulars,” A Convict Report
on the Major Grievances of the Prison Population with
Suggested Solutions (1969)

Prisoners conducted independent surveys with fellow convicts to identify
the major grievances with operations at San Quentin State Prison in
1960. They compiled their findings into an 85- page report, including
suggestions for remediation, and presented it to prison administrators in
February. The “Bill of Particulars” summarizes the issues prisoners raised.

Bill of Particular

I. Objection to Adult Authority Resolution #171, primarily the refixing of the

term of imprisonment at a length greater than originally fixed;

{I. Objection to the method of effecting parole violations;

III. Objection to the long terms served by parole violators;

[V. Objection to the Adult Authority speculating about the degree of criminal
involvement greater than the facts warrant;

V. Objection to the inordinate amount of time being served by first termers in certain
offense categories;

VI. Obijection to apparent lack of consideration given to time served in the delib-
erations that pertain to the determination of the term of imprisonment;

VII. Objection to allowing criminal acts of recent offenders to aggravate the standards
used in fixing the term of imprisonment of inmates who have already served
x-number of years for similar offenses;

VIIL. Objection to basing denial upon the so-called “voice of the public” or the
“public mood”, when in fact the public hasn’t said a word or otherwise mani-
fested its mood;

Service Committee, Oukland, CA.
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gsiizt:t)}rf ﬂij Ethhefc.(})nstzmtly changing structure and policies of the Adult
and the failure to give the inmate i indicati

. population any indicatio
sons for, or the ramifications of, the changes; ’ nofthe e

X. Objection to the inade
quate record Kept of the Adult Authori ings
ihe‘iaci{ of meaningful comment therein; ¥ fearings, and
Otgectia‘)n. to the lack of continuity in Adult Authority expectations, demands
gnb_ policies from hearing to hearing and from member to member; ,
jection to the fact that the inmate body has no organized voir‘:e or other

meéa?s calling for mitigation, while forces demanding aggravation have full
anc iree access to the communications media,

X1

XL

GEORGE JAcksoN, Soledad Brother (1 970)

;he excerpt below i§ from a letter written by famed political prisoner
eorge Jaclfson to his lawyer and friend Faye Stender of the National
Lawyers Guild Prison Project written in April of 1970

Dear Fay . ..

here.N%i;x:eg [':)z;s 1;;1;3?:&:(}, nothing has changed in the weeks since your team was
o< e on me course, the blacks are fast losing the last of their
st .d ;Ewm,: numbers of blacks are openly passed over when paroles are
umillng\r’: t.he er)(; i}a;etbicome aware that their only hope les in resistance. . . . Up
unt demr,mma;iicnp guﬁ parole has kept us from confronting our captors with any
oy of lgbem[ioﬂ: now ... we have been transformed into an implacable
mméé .titlht: last ten }fe'ztrs have brought.z%n increase in the percentage of blacks for
i hez:eci’r;l ;iiﬁ:;;e i;zllced t? political-economic causes. There are still some
: ; 1der themselves criminals— ieve: ine;
fnend,. with the time and incentive that these brothel?su}iatztt;n zgj thzg;van:filihmg
; ; )
(};E(:Eté c;.x;:ilﬂf]indin.o class or category more aware, more embittered, desperate, or dedi-
aed g de ﬂl}] tm?ate remedy—revolution. The most dedicated, the best of Gur kifid—
io - ;n e;\n in the Folsoms, San Queqtins, and Soledads. They live like thére was
> tomorrow. And for most of them there isn't. Somewhere along the line they sensed. -
this. Life on the installment plan, three years of prison, three months on parole; then
back to start all over again, sometimes in the same cell. Parole officers h'aw;"Se':ﬁt
brothers back to the joint for selling newspapers (the Black Panther paper). Their offi- .
cial reason is “Failure to Maintain Gainful Employment,” etc, : '
o The holds are fast being broken. Men who read Lenin, Fanon; and Che don’t
riof, “they mass,” “they rage,” they dig graves. , s

Source: Bill of Particulars, A Convict Reporr: On the Major Grievances of the Prison Population wit
Suggesied Solutions, Sun Quentin Prison, February 1969, 3, in the possession of the American Friends

Source: George Jackson, Soledad Brother ; L
S0, ey The P e . y SN
Books, 1970, o, 3031 e Prisan Letiers of George Jacksan; _N
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FoLsoM PRrisoN, The Folsom Prisoners Manifesto
of Demands and Anti-Oppression Platform (1970)

Prisoners at Folsom State Prison drafted these demands during their
19-day work stoppage in November of 1970

1. We demand the constitutional rights of legal representation at the time of all
Adult Authority hearings, and the protection from the procedures of the Adult
Authority whereby they permit no procedural safeguards such as an attorney for
cross-examination of witnesses, witnesses in behalf of the parolee, at parole
revocation hearings.

2. We demand a change in medical staff and medical policy and procedure. The
Folsom Prison Hospital is totally inadequate, understaffed, prejudicial in the treat-
ment of inmates. There are numerous “mistakes” made many times, improper and
erroneous medication is given by untrained personnel. The emergency procedures

for serious injury are totally absent . ..
3. We demand adequate visiting conditions and facilities for the inmates and families

of Folsom prisoners. . ..

4. We demand that each man presently held in the Adjustment Center be given a
written notice with the Warden of Custody signature on it explaining the exact
reason for his placement in the severely restrictive confines of the Adjustment
Center.

5. We demand an immediate end to indeterminate adjustment center lerms to be
replaced by fixed terms with the length of time served being terminated by good
conduct and according to the nature of the charges, for which men are presently
being warehoused indefinitely without explanation.

6. We demand an end to the segregation of prisoners from the mainline population
because of their political beliefs. Some of the men in the Adjustment Center are
confined there solely for poiitical reasons and their segregation from other
inmates is indefinite. _

7. We demand an end to political persecution, racial persecution, and the denial of
prisoners to subscribe to political papers, books, or any other educational and
current media chronicles that are forwarded through the United States Mail.

8. We demand an end to the persecution and punishment of prisoners who practice
the constitutional right of peaceful dissent. . ..

9. We demand an end to the tear-gassing of prisoners who are locked in their cells,
such action led to the death of Willie Powell in Soledad Prison in 1968 and of
Fred Billingslea on February 25, 1970 at San Quentin Prison. It is cruel and

UNnecessary.

Sowrce: Folsom Manifesto, reprimed in Eve Pell, ed., Maximion Security: Letiers From California’s Prisons,
New York: EP. Dutton & Co., Inc.. 1972, pp. 191201,

10.

11,

14,

17.
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Zt:; (iﬂ’ﬂ‘mz;d; the Passing of a minimum and maximum term bill which calls for an

0 mndeterminate sentences whereby a man i

0 § can be warehous itely
rehabilitated or not, | . . o indefineely
‘IJVe c:'emand th;\lt industries be allowed to enter the institations and enmploy
inmates to work eight hours a day and fit

nto 1 ‘orkers f

wages y the category of workers for scale

We demand that inmates be allowed to form or join Labor Unions

. We demand that inmates be granted the right to support their own families. at

p};'e:seflt thgusands of welfare recipients have to divide their checks to support
: fallrtxm}?nlsoned ;—eiataves who without the outside support could not even buy
olLet articles or food. Men working on sc

ic . g ale wages could support the ;
and families while in prison. ) P ehves
We demand that correctional officers be prosecuted as a matter of law for shoat-

o . .
}n? immates, amunc} {nmates, or any act of cruel and unusual punishment where
1E 18 not a matter of life or death.

- We demand that ali institutions who use inmate labor be made to conform with

the state and federal minimum wage laws,

We demand that all condemnped prisoners, avowed revolutionaries and prisoners
of war ’be granted political asylum in the countries under the Free World
Revolutionary Solidarity Pact, such as Algeria, Russia, Cuba, Latin Americs

North Korea, North Vietnam, etc. . . . ’ ’ ’ e
We demand an end to trials being held on the premises of San Quentin Prison
or any other prison without the jury as stated in the U.S. Constitution as beino,
plcked.frem the country of the trial proceedings and of the peers of the a(h:cuse:drj
that being in this case, other prisoners as the selected jurors. .'
We demand an end to the escalating practice of physical brutality being perpe-
trated upon the inmates of California State prisons at San Quentin Folsc o d
Soledad Prisor in particular. , o

- We demand that such celebrated and prominent political prisoners as Reis

TI’U;rma, Ahmad Evans, Bobby Seale, Chip Fitzgerald, Los Siete, David Harris,
a‘; the Soledad Brothers, be given political asylum outside this country . ..
: ﬁd{fﬂ;(fﬂd appointment of three lawyers from the California Bar Association for
u]_-?me positions to-pm\nde legal assistance for inmates seeking post-conviction
{'e ief, and to af:l as liaison between the Administration and inmates for bringing
inmate complaints to the attention of the adminisiration o
We demand update of indust i ith '
ry working conditions to standards as provided f

: : iy
under California law. ) P °
We defmmd establishment of inmate workers insurance plan to provide com-
pensation for work related accidents.

; e - .

We demand establishment of unionized vocational training program.comparable
to that of the Fede.rai Prison System which provides for union instructors, union
pay scale, and union mermbership upon completion of the vocational training
course, ]
_We demand al-anuai acgeur?ting of the Inmate Welfare Fund and formulation of
Immaie committee to give inmates a voice as to how such funds are used.  .:..-
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25. We demand that the Adult AUTHORITY Board appointed by the Governor,
be eradicated and replaced by a parole board elected by popular vote of the
people. . .. where authority acts within secrecy and within vast discretion,
and gives heavy weight to accusations by prison employees against inmates,
inmates feel trapped . . . :

26. We strongly demand that the State and Prison Authorities conform to recom-
mendation #1 of the “Soledad Caucus Report,” to wit,

“That the State Legislature create a full-time salaried board of overseers for
the State prisons.” . . .

27. We demand that prison authorities conform to the conditional requirements and
needs as described in the recent released Manifesto from the Folsom
Adjustment Center.

28. We demand an immediate end to the agitation of race relations by the prison
administrations of this state.

29, We demand that the California Prison System furnish Folsom Prison with the
services of Ethnic Counselors for the needed special services of Brown and
Black population of this prison.

30. We demand an end to the discrimination in the judgment and quota of parole for
Black and Brown people.

31. We demand that ail prisoners be present at the time that their cells and property
are being searched by the correctional officers of state prisons.

AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE, The Struggle
for Justice: A Report on Crime and Punishment
in America (1971)

The American Friends Service Committee issued The Struggle for justice in
1971 to critique the prison system and sentencing guidelines. The excerpt
below is from "A Bilt of Rights for Prisoners.”

A BILL OF RIGHTS FOR PRISONERS
... the Bill of Rights for Prisoners includes the following:

1. Unrestricted access to the courts and to confidential legal counsel from an attorney
of the individual’s choosing or from a public defender. Adequate opportunity to
prepare legal writs,

2. Freedom from the actuality or threat of physical abuse whether by custodial

personnel or other prisoners.

Source: American Eriends Service Commiuee, The Srruggle for Justice: A Repart on Crime and Punishment
in America, New York: Hill & Wang, 1971, pp. 167-169,
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4. ggiﬁge‘i:&;c; :; ;Ziztagp::ép;ﬁ?:ege?uim {Teetings and uncensored COrrespon-
‘ ! ‘ ate family, personal friends, public offici
g e membe :  frie public officials,

oy aﬁﬁng hD ﬂ;.f:; l;: éfl:; Ifj:so.mmumty‘ Regular opportunity for conjugal visitation

- Reasonable access to the press, threugh both interviews

7. greedqm of voluntary religious worship and freedom to cha
. : xs:;ts)iliihed r;]'es of coa'{duct avaik}b!e to prisoners in writien form. Prohibition of

_ eor 1sprop0rqonate punishments. Procedural due process in any disci
plinary hearing that might result in loss of good time unitiv . ey
transfer, or an adverse affect on parole decisit;;ns. . P

8. Opportunity for the prisoner voluntari} s
read?ng material and facilities especial
continuing education.

9. Opportunity in prison through work
Eligibility for Social Security,
benefits upon release. . . .

10. A judicial proceeding for the determination of
process in the determination of sentence
tules of parole-board conduct, . . .

11 Eﬂll restoration of all civil rights and privileges upon rele
right to vote in any election in which a prisozer would be

had not been confined.

2, Ufirest:‘icied ability to petition for a redress of grievances. A separat
with the power to correct instances of maladministration ab-use orpd' d ;
Freedom from reprisals for making complaints, . , . ‘ e

prompt medical and denigl

Lh

and written articles.
nge religious affiliation,

o

e (involuntary)

¥ to avail himself or herself of uncensored
ly for vocati ini seli
y ational training, counseling, and

-release for work at prevailing wages.
unemployment compensation, and public assistance

parole that incorporates full due
and parole date, including established

ase from prison. The
entitled to vote if he

authority
mination.

ELLIOT BARKLEY, We Are Men (1 971)

To the people of America

uch. The entire prison populace has set forth to change forever:the ruthless

This speech was given by a 21-year-old inmate by the name of Elliot
Barkley, known by his friends as LD, He articulates his views on why he
and_ over 1,200 fellow inmates took over the Attica State Correctional
Facility in upstate New York on September 9, 1971. This speech wa's. '

recorded by television cameras that had b ; Vv =
yard ta film the rebels, een allowed into the prison . -

- .- WE are MEN! We are not beasts and do not intend to he beaten}ér___cifiv’éh

Source: The Tom Wicker Papers. The Southern H
of North Carolina Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC.

istorical Colicetion. Davis Memosial Libirt
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brutalization and disregard for the lives of the prisoners here an;i mgc;utii;(;:twtﬂz

United States. What has happened here ig but the sound before tht; urythat A

are oppressed. . . . We will not compromise on any t.crms exc}ipt F:;e ihat are agree-

able to us. We call upon all the con}fcmntmu; 011{1\7?::2 forf10t r:::; a 10 assist us
ing to this situation that threatens the hi only us,

2:;‘:;1;“2“0‘;1‘1 as well .. . We have set forth demands that W;H bnngectigiix; t;efslt

ity the demise of these prisons institutions that serve no_usefu purfoz 210 the be

of America, but to those who would enslave and cxpl.ou the pgop e A So'mm
... We invite all the people to come here a.nd witness this degradation,

they can better know how 1o bring this degradation to anend. . .,
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Puerto Rican
Activism

—CARMEN TERESA WHALEN

The Puerto Rican movement was one of the radical so
of age in the 1960s and 1970s. Broadly defined, th
sought civil rights, economic justice, and an end to U S, |
Vietnam, as well as the elimination of bias and second-
race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality. Addressing the
structures of inequality, these social movements also cra
on pride, thereby challenging social constructions of in
era were confrontational, as people took to the streets, to
demands of local and federal government authorities, of the military-industria]
complex, and of society at large. The goals were ambitious, as “radical™ refers not
only to the tactics, but also to the “radical” nature of the transformations ' that
activists sought. Satisfied with neither reform nor incremental change, radical social
movements, including the Puerto Rican movement, promoted the fundamental
restructuring of U.S. politics, the economy, society, and indeed power relations in
their everyday manifestations, IR
Along with the activist energy of the social movements of the 1960s and 1970s,
the Puerto Rican movement drew inspiration from the historical legacies‘of: Puerto
Rican activism in Puerto Rico and in the United States. Puerto Rico had.its own
history of struggles against colonization, first against Spain and then; sirce’ 1898,
against the United States, The movement o make Puerto Rico independgnti of the
United States became particularly active in the 1950s when Pedro. Albizu Campas
and the Puerto Rican Nationalist Party stepped up the fight to end U.S. colonialism
with a rebellion in Puerto Rico and with actions in the United States itself. Althiough
the government seriously clamped down on the activists, these radicals served as
role models for many young Puerto Ricans living on the U.S. mainland

cial movements that came
€8¢ were movements that
mperialism and the war in
class citizenship based on
multiple and overlapping
fted identity politics based
feriority. The tactics of the
ok over buildings, and made




