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The Ku Klux Klan consisted of women as well as men. Women were first initiated into the Klan in
1923. Nationwide, as many as half a million women eventually joined the Klan. Their role was similar
to that of men. They supported militant patriotism, racial segregation, national quotas for
immigration, and anti-miscegenation laws. They also established rules and beliefs that were to be
followed by the members of the Women of the Ku Klux Klan. These beliefs were recorded in the
document "Creed of Klanswomen," which appears below. In this document the women focused on
heritage, the great and glorious United States, eligibility, and what they believed to be best for their
country.

Creed of the Klanswomen

We believe in the fatherhood of God, the brotherhood of Jesus Christ and the eternal tenets of the
Christian religion, as practiced by enlightend Protestant churches.

We believe that church and state should continue separate in administration and organization,
although united in their mission and purpose to serve mankind unselfishly.

We believe in the American home as the foundation upon which rests the American republic, the
future of its institutions and the liberties of its citizens.

We believe in the mission of emancipated womanhood, freed from the shackles of old world traditions,
and standing unafraid in the full effulgence of equality and enlightment.

We believe in the equality of men and women in political religious, fraternal civic and social affairs
wherein there should be no distinction of sex.

We believe in the free public schools, where our children are trained in the principles and ideals that
America the greatest of all nations.

We believe the Stars and Stripes the most beautiful flag on earth, symbolizing the purity of race, the
blood of martyrs and the fidelity of patriot.

We believe that the current of pure American blood must United States and the several states, and
consecrate ourselves to its preservation against all enemies at home and abroad.

We believe that the freedom of speech, of press and of worship is an inalienable right of all citizens
whose allegiance and loyalty to our country is unquestioned.

We believe that principle comes before party; that justice should be firm, but impartial, and that
partisanship must yield to intelligent co-operation.

We believe that the current of pure American blood must be kept uncontaminated by mongrel strains
and protected from racial pollutions.

We believe that the government of the United States must be kept inviolate from the control or
domination of alien races and the baleful influence of inferior peoples.
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We believe that the people are greater than any foreign power or potentate, prince or prelate and that
no other allegiance in America should be tolerated.

We believe that the perpetuity of our nation rests upon the solidarity and purity of our native-born,
white, Gentile, Protestant men and women.

We believe that under God the Women of the Ku Klux Klan is a militant body of American freewomen
by whom these principles shall be maintained, our racial purity preserved, our homes and children
protected, our happiness insured and the prosperity of our community, our state and our nation
guaranteed against usurpation, disloyalty and selfish exploitation.




