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Letters from the Great Migration (1917)

World War I halted European immigration. As American industry geared up to supply allied
war needs, businesses recruited southern African Americans for jobs. Pushed by poverty and
racism, pulled by the promise of economic opportunity, approximately 400,000 African
Americans migrated to northern cities. The Chicago Defender newspaper played a major role
by strongly promoting migration north.

Houston, Texas, 4-29-17.
Dear Sir:

I am a constant reader of the "Chicago Defender" and in your last issue I saw a want ad that
appealed to me. I am a Negro, age 37, and am an all round foundry man. I am a cone maker by
trade having had about 10 years experience at the business, and hold good references from
several shops, in which I have been employed. I have worked at various shops and I have
always been able to make good. It is hard for a black man to hold a job here, as prejudice is very
strong. I have never been discharged on account of dissatisfaction with my work, but I have
been "let out" on account of my color. I am a good brassmelter but i prefer core making as it is
my trade. [ have a family and am anxious to leave here, but have not the means, and as wages
are not much here, it is very hard to save enough to get away with. If you know of any firms
that are in need of a core maker and whom you think would send me transportation, I would be
pleased to be put in touch with them and I assure you that effort would be appreciated. I am a
core maker but I am willing to do any honest work. All I want is to get away from here. I am
writing you and I believe you can and will help me. If any one will send transportation, I will
arrange or agree to have it taken out of my salary untill full amount of fare is paid. I also know
of several good fdry. men here who would leave in a minute, if there only was a way arranged
for them to leave, and they are men whom I know personally to be experienced men. I hope that
you will give this your immediate attention as I am anxious to get busy and be on my way. I am
ready to start at any time, and would be pleased to hear something favorable.

New Orleans, La., June 10, 1917.
Kind Sir:

I'read and hear daly of the great chance that a colored parson has in Chicago of making a living
with all the priveleg that the whites have and it mak me the most ankious to want to go where I
may be able to make a liveing for my self. When you read this you will think it bery strange that
being only my self to support that it is so hard, but it is so. everything is gone up but the poor
colerd peple wages. I have made sevle afford to leave and come to Chicago where I hear that
times is good for us but owing to femail wekness has made it a perfect failure. I am a widow for
9 years. I have very pore learning altho it would not make much diffrent if I would be throughly
edacated for I could not get any better work to do, such as house work, washing and ironing and
all such work that are injering to a woman with femail wekness and they pay so little for so hard
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work that it is just enough to pay room rent and a little some thing to eat. I have found a very
good remady that I really feeling to belive would cure me if I only could make enough money to
keep up my madison and I dont think that I will ever be able to do that down hear for the time is
getting worse evry day. I am going to ask if you peple hear could aid me in geting over her in
Chicago and seeking out a position of some kind. I can also do plain sewing. Please good peple
dont refuse to help me out in my trouble for [ am in gret need of help God will bless you. I am
going to do my very best after I get over here if God spair me to get work I will pay the expance
back. Do try to do the best you can for me, with many thanks for so doing I will remain as ever,

Yours truly.
Philadelphia, Pa., Oct. 7, 1917.
Dear Sir:

I take this method of thanking you for yours early responding and the glorious effect of the
treatment. Oh. I do feel so fine. Dr. the treatment reach me almost ready to move I am now
housekeeping again I like it so much better than rooming. Well Dr. with the aid of God I am
making very good I make $75 per month. [ am carrying enough insurance to pay me $20 per
week if I am not able to be on duty. I don't have to work hard. dont have to mister every little
white boy comes along I havent heard a white man call a colored a nigger you no now - since I
been in the state of Pa. I can ride in the electric street and steam cars any where I get a seat. |
dont care to mix with white what I mean I am not crazy about being with white folks, but if I
have to pay the same fare I have learn to want the same acomidation. and if you are first in a
place here shoping you dont have to wait until the white folks get thro tradeing yet amid all this
I shall ever love the good old South and I am praying that God may give every well wisher a
chance to be a man regardless of his color, and if my going to the front would bring about such
conditions I am ready any day - well Dr. I dont want to worry you but read between lines; and
maybe you can see a little sense in my weak statement the kids are in school every day I have
only two and I guess that all. Dr. when you find time I would be delighted to have a word from
the good old home state. Wife join me in sending love you and yours.

I'am your friend and patient.




