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Chapter 100 Defininon

are al the Speciad Bvents Center for the son’s high school gradu-
ation. His dad s a man bigger than most, and when he walks in
his dress eel-skin boots down the cement stairs 10 get as close
to the hardwood baskerball-court floor and ceremony 10 see—
m’ijol——he feels an embarrassing sob bursting from his eves and
mouth. He helds it back, and with his hands, hides the tears that
do escape, wipes them with his fingers, because the chavalitos in
his aisle are playing and laughing and they are so smali and he is
so big next to them. And when his son walks to the stage 10 get
his high schobl diploma and his dad wants to scream his name,
he hears how many others, from the floor in caps and gowns and
from around the arena, are already screaming it—could be any
name, it could be any son’s or daughter’s: Alex! Vanessa! Carlost
Veronica! Ricky! Tony! Estellal Isal—and sees his boy waving
back to all of them.

Pride hears gnitty dirt blowing against an agave whose stitf’

fertile stalk, so tall, will not bend—the love of land, rugged like
the people whe hive on it. Pride sees the sunlight on the Frankiin
Mountains in the first light of morning and listens 1o a neighbor’s
gallo——the Jove of culiure and history. Pride smells a sweet, musky
drizzle of rain and eals huevos con chile in comn tortitlas heated on
a cast-iron pan-—the love of hentuge.

Pride is the fearless reaction o disrespect and disregard. Tt is
knowing the foture will prove that wiong,

Sezing the beauty: look out there from a height of the moun-
tain and on the nerth and south of the Rio Grande. to the far away
and close, the so many miles more of fuzz on the wide hori-
zom, knowing how many years the people have passed and have
stayed, the ancestors, the ones who have medaled, limped back on
crutches or died or were heroes from wars in the Pacific or Europe
of Korea or Vietnam or the Persian Gulf, the ones who have raised
the fist and dared 10 defy, the ones who wash the clothes and cook
and serve the meals, who stilch the factory shoes and the factory
slacks, who assemble and sort, the ones who laugh and the ones
who weep, the ones who care. the ones who want more, the ones
xho Ury, the ones who love, these ones with shameless courace
and hardened wisdom, and the old ones still so alive. holding their
grandehildien. and the voung ones in their glowing prime, strong
and gorgeous, holding each other. the ones who wili be born from
them. The desert land is rock-dry and ungreen. 1t is brown. Brown
fike the skin s brown, Beautiful brown,
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