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to use the stories, which became public when they
entered the legal process or were reported in the
press, as examples and to learn from them. The
analyses of the cases are not intended to make any
judgment or to reach any conclusion about the
personal or moral character of any person, living

or dead, involved in the cases.

This book also differs from many texts in
moral philosophy by the place it accords the
biblical religious traditions and moral theology.
History shows that religion has been a powerful
force in shaping ethical attitudes, and it cannot be
ignored in ethical analysis. Nonetheless, there are
reasons for saying ethics also shapes religion.
When it comes to deliberating about how to live
well—the major focus of virtue ethics—the moral
norm of prudential reasoning embraces all human
behaviors, including those proposed in the name
of religion and theology. Whether or not to
embrace a religious faith is itself an ethical
question: will religious commitment enhance or
impoverish my flourishing as a human being? The
priority of the ethical question that reaches back
to Socrates suggests that the eudemonistic ethics of
prudential reasoning is relevant, as the texts of
Aristotle and Aquinas show so well, both for those
who believe in a personal god and for those who

do not so believe.

Many people turn to ethics looking for
answers. Answers are important, and sometimes we
can give them with great confidence. Most of us
know the right answer to questions about the

morality of slavery, and we also know that, until a
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the wrong answer.




image6.jpeg
often tragic, cases and in taking a position on
what was or was not done is not to attack the
personal integrity of the participants in the
original story. We simply want to use the stories,
which became public when they entered the legal
process or were reported in the press, as examples
and to learn from them. The analyses of the cases
are not intended to make any judgment or to
reach any conclusion about the personal or moral
character of any person, living or dead, involved in

the cases.

This book also differs from many texts in
moral philosophy by the place it accords the
biblical religious traditions and moral theology.
History shows that religion has been a powerful
force in shaping ethical attitudes, and it cannot be
ignored in ethical analysis. Nonetheless, there are
reasons for saying ethics also shapes religion.
When it comes to deliberating about how to live
well—the major focus of virtue ethics—the moral
norm of prudential reasoning embraces all human
behaviors, including those proposed in the name
of religion and theology. Whether or not to
embrace a religious faith is itself an ethical
question: will religious commitment enhance or
impoverish my flourishing as a human being? The
priority of the ethical question that reaches back
to Socrates suggests that the eudemonistic ethics of
prudential reasoning is relevant, as the texts of
Aristotle and Aquinas show so well, both for those
who believe in a personal god and for those who

do not so believe.

Many people turn to ethics looking for




image7.jpeg
from many texts in moral philosophy by the place
it accords the biblical religious traditions and moral
theology. History shows that religion has been a
powerful force in shaping ethical attitudes, and it
cannot be ignored in ethical analysis. Nonetheless,
there are reasons for saying ethics also shapes
religion. When it comes to deliberating about how
to live well—the major focus of virtue ethics—the
moral norm of prudential reasoning embraces all
human behaviors, including those proposed in the
name of religion and theology. Whether or not to
embrace a religious faith is itself an ethical
question: will religious commitment enhance or
impoverish my flourishing as a human being? The
priority of the ethical question that reaches back
to Socrates suggests that the eudemonistic ethics of
prudential reasoning is relevant, as the texts of
Aristotle and Aquinas show so well, both for those
who believe in a personal god and for those who

do not so believe.

Many people turn to ethics looking for
answers. Answers are important, and sometimes we
can give them with great confidence. Most of us
know the right answer to questions about the
morality of slavery, and we also know that, until a
few centuries ago, most moral philosophers and
theologians (including Aristotle and Aquinas) had

the wrong answer.

In addition to moral answers, however,
something else is important—moral awareness. The
Bible tells a story—and stories are always
important in ethics—about moral awareness. King

David once spotted a beautiful woman undressed




image8.jpeg
ethics—the moral norm of prudential reasoning
embraces all human behaviors, including those
proposed in the name of religion and theology.
Whether or not to embrace a religious faith is
itself  an  ethical question: will religious
commitment enhance or impoverish my flourishing
as a human being? The priority of the ethical
question that reaches back to Socrates suggests that
the eudemonistic ethics of prudential reasoning is
relevant, as the texts of Aristotle and Aquinas
show so well, both for those who believe in a

personal god and for those who do not so believe.

Many people turn to ethics looking for
answers. Answers are important, and sometimes we
can give them with great confidence. Most of us
know the right answer to questions about the
morality of slavery, and we also know that, until a
few centuries ago, most moral philosophers and
theologians (including Aristotle and Aquinas) had
the wrong answer.

In addition to moral answers, however,
something else is important—moral awareness. The
Bible tells a story—and stories are always
important in ethics—about moral awareness. King
David once spotted a beautiful woman undressed
and bathing, and he wanted her. Her husband was
a military commander away on a campaign, so
they began an affair. When she became pregnant,
David recalled the commander from the front
lines, hoping that he would sleep with his wife
during his home visit so that the king’s paternity
could be concealed. The commander declined to
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adopted as a pet and loved dearly, and had
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punished. “But,” said Nathan, “you are the man.”
David then realized the terrible thing he had done.
He recognized himself as an adulterer and a
murderer, and thereby achieved moral awareness,

which is the crucial first step in living a good life.
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of health care, it will serve some purpose.
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and judge—and ask what each of them could do
to live well. The primary goal in life is living well,
living a good life, living happily; moral agents
behave morally when they behave so as to achieve
this goal. This is what we mean by acting

according to right reason.

A final word about the cases. The intent in
considering these real, and often tragic, cases and
in taking a position on what was or was not done
is not to attack the personal integrity of the
participants in the original story. We simply want
to use the stories, which became public when they
entered the legal process or were reported in the
press, as examples and to learn from them. The
analyses of the cases are not intended to make any
judgment or to reach any conclusion about the
personal or moral character of any person, living

or dead, involved in the cases.

This book also differs from many texts in
moral philosophy by the place it accords the
biblical religious traditions and moral theology.
History shows that religion has been a powerful
force in shaping ethical attitudes, and it cannot be
ignored in ethical analysis. Nonetheless, there are
reasons for saying ethics also shapes religion.
When it comes to deliberating about how to live
well—the major focus of virtue ethics—the moral
norm of prudential reasoning embraces all human
behaviors, including those proposed in the name
of religion and theology. Whether or not to
embrace a religious faith is itself an ethical
question: will religious commitment enhance or

impoverish my flourishing as a human being? The
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