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‘Eng. 10026
Unit 1 Assignment: Visual Analysis Essay Assignment

Directions: For this assignment you will perform a cl

or political cartoon. Your discussion of _..__m image nww”ﬂ. Hﬂﬁum A ey
arti ..m. thesis/goals, claims and reasoning (as expressed through image composition), as well as the
rhetorical strategies he/she uses to try to convince the reader. Ultimately your essay will assess the
overall effectiveness of the image (i.e., is the author’s point of view or position convincing).

The Introduction (length - 1 paragraph minimum) - Rhetorical Context: Provide an overview of
the topic/issue addressed by the image and any noteworthy context that explains why the image
may have been created at this time (that is, time of its publication). Clearly state the artist’s main
argument and/or what he/she hopes to achieve by creating this image/ad. Your introduction
should end with a clear thesis statement that briefly relays your assessment of the argument (ie.,
explain whether or not you find the image convincing/effective or not), The following focus areas
and guiding questions can help you as you craft your introduction. You do NOT have to address all
of these (in fact, some may not be relevant) but many of these are useful questions to think about as

vou study and analyze in detail your selected image:

* Examine the situation prompting the artist to create the visual, often referred to as the

rhetorical context. Try to determine why it was created. Is there an ongoing debate about
this topic that prompted this artist to design the visual image this? 1s the <,_m=1. directed
toward a specific audience? If so, what characteristics, interests, and a:_m%m:m_.,_nmm would
the people in this audience have in common? Would they be likely to have any biases
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detail your selected image:

*  Examine the situation prompting the artist to create the visual, often referred to asthe
rhetorical context. Try to determine why it was created. Is there an ongoing debate about
this topic that prompted this artist to design the visual image this? Is the visual directed
toward a specific audience? 1f so, what characteristics, interests, and or/experiences would
the people in this audience have in common? Waould they be likely to have any biases
concerning the topic? What does the author hope to achieve by creating this image?

*  Review the biographical blurb for the artist, if available. What is his o her occupation?
Personal background? Political leanings? I this seems important and is not evident
image itself, sometimes you can consult other sources to find information about the
artist/author.

Summarize the main claim, or thesis, of the image. What is the main Ppoint the author is

seeking tv make? The author may or may not state this directly, but you should always state

your idea of his or her main claim in your analysis as a complete sentence, and then you
should deliver your thesis statement—how you view the effectiveness of the image:

the

The Body (length 2 paragraph minimum) - Analysis & Evaluation of Argument: This section will
make up the bulk of your essay. Here you will present your detailed analysis of the argament
contained in the visual and your evaluation of its overall effectiveness. You must analyze and
evaluate the content of the image/visual—think about composition, color, placement, language, etc.
You must also analyze either the rhetorical strategies the author uses to attempt to sway the
audience or which the author’s style of design itself impacts the argument. (You may
analyze both If you like.) The following focus areas and guiding ques! ons can help
your body paragraphs. You do NOT have to address all of thy ems below

be relevant) but many of these points are useful to think al
your selected image:

Content [Attending to the Logos of the Argument)
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*  Summarize the main claim, or thesis, of the image. What is the main pai
seeking to make? The author may or may not uca.n..___n Airecdy, bun zﬂ Hnﬂswa@tsuﬁ.ﬁ:«_uﬁ
Your idea of his or her main claim in your analysis as a complete sentence, and then you
should deliver your thesis statement—how you view the ffectivencss of toe image,
The Body (length 2 paragraph minimu m} - Analysis & Evaluation of Argument: This section will
make up the bulk of your essay. Here You will present your detailed analysis of the argument
contained in the visual and your evaluation of its averall effectiveness. You must analyze and
evaluate the content of the image/visual—think about composition, color, placement, language, etc.
You must also analyze either the rhetorical strategies the author uses to attempt to sway the
audience or the ways in which the author's style of design itself impacts the argument. (You may
analyze bath if you Iike.) The following focus areas and guiding questions ean help you as you erafc
your body paragraphs. You do NOT have to address all of these items below [in fact, some may =,.F
be relevant) but many of these points are useful to think about as you study and analyze in detail

Yyour selected image:

Cantent (Attending to the Logos of the Argument)
i i in claim. Are they really
d evaluate the reasons the author gives for making the main
o el e vant to the main claim? Sometimes authors present only one or

od reasons? Are they .
Ho reasons, often spending much time developing and supporting just one ri
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uate the evidence given in sUppo! b
evidence sre given (data, anecdotes, case studfes, eitations from authorities, research i
q

tudies)? is the evidence good (sufficient, accty sate, relevant, credible)? Question evi A
(orms of both quality and quantity- dence
L o ot underlying assumptions the author
philasophies. does the author seem (o accept as mutual
e fand the audience? Are these assumptions valid? i
- Note refutations. These are efforts the author makes to anticipate objections and answer
them in advance. Try to determine whether or not the author demonstrates clearly Wiy
these objections, or counterciaims, do not undermine the basic argument the author is Wying
o make. "
«  Note key terms or concepts. Does the author define these adequately? Would most reads
agree with these definitions? What clarifications might be needed? ers

+ Note analogies and comparisons. What connections does the author make betwe
concrete examples? Are these appropriate? Are the things being compared tr uly

= - identify; analyze, and eval

ht have. What ideas, beliefs,
understood between himsalf or

en ideas an
Similar,

tience (Atzending to the Pathos of the Argument)

FHow effective fs the artist in using audience-based reasons? Where in

sman;mm:&uluhrsgm , .
Jow dnoc tha ul_.%:.w... .W.... mwﬂmn:_m.-.m:m_msnm and its values/fears

the image itis evi
/e
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Essay Recap & Take Away: End by briefly

1 paragraph should suf
ersuasiveness of the argument. The

i oncls flength of
B i dacusina i
following may e useful things 10 cansider addressing:
s
w + What features ofthe image (ikely discussed in the body) contribute most to makingit
@ for ltstargetaudience and for you yourself? 1f you differ from

percgasive or ot persuast
= e auiience, where does the argument derail for you?

o How might this visual be received by different audiences?
" Whatgaps,contradictions, o unanswered ques_tions are you left with?
¢ Wl il memoretle isturbing, or problematic about this visual?
e ievisual indicate thatitis engaged in a public conversation? How does
contributeto and enter into 2 larger dialogue about the fssue? ety

Note: Your essay should include your image (i
" i i ge (insert it into your Word document) and be 2-3 pages
oubl-spaced with 1ol Tirmes New Roman or Cambria font. 1t should sl vawa MA

documentation.
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