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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN THE UNITED STATES
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Rising number of domestic violence tendencies in the country. N gl
Severity of the Problem wﬁﬁ@%( b%
An approximated 2.5 million people are victims of rape or physical abuse each year. M ’ wvmv Q MM
Current efforts to address the problem
e Criminal laws and Civil laws
e (Government Asylum
e Several acts have also been put in place including: the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act The Domestic Violence
Prevention Enhancement and Leadership through Alliances (DELTA), the Violence against Women Acts, and the Domestic
Violence Offender Gun Ban
Barriers and Challenges
o Some of the Acts such as VAWA fail to provide a permanent Federal Court Remedy for victims that face domestic violence.
e Victims are required to provide proof of domestic violence which may be difficult to prove in some situations, making it hard
for some victims to come forward and report the mo‘.a carried out against them. moﬁn victims are scared of testifying in court.

¢ Police protection may limit the options victims have to protect themselves from their offenders.
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Recommendations
o The State should explore new redresses to promote accountability and address the current gender discrimination against
women, allowing them to seek protection from gender based violence.
s A possible redress to this would be engage in public education programs that are against domestic violence.
e There should be national dialogues that publicly hold informed community &Eo gues that address the effectiveness of
expedited proceedings, prosecution policies and arrest policies.
» Preexisting mechanisms should be reevaluated since inadequate intervention has been witnessed in such cases.
Requested Action Steps
There should be a ratified policy that would address the health issues the victims may face particularly regarding their
reproductive health. For example policies that limit women to their option of abortion
Measures of Success.
Currently, the policies in action have raised awareness on the need to end domestic violence and has empowered victims to come
forward.

Advocacy Speech

Following the risen cases in domestic violence in the country, especially towards women, it would be unfair to ignore how it
affects them, considering it affects the economy in general. As such, it is the responsibility of every individual to ensure that the rights

of women are preserved and they are protected just as required by the constitution. The best individuals to aid in this situation are
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members of the congress who act as the representatives of the citizens of different states and can plead on behalf of marginalized
women and the total women population. They can do this by identifying policies that would need to be ratified such that they meet the
specifications provided by the constitution on human rights. It would also take the voice of women leaders in congress to air out their
concerns regarding the same, and necessitate the need to find mcmﬁmw:mgm solutions to domestic violence. Mediation from local, state
and Federal governments would in tumn encourage non-governmental organizations and women groups to take up the issue and probe

to find workable solutions.
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