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542 Chapter 20 = Myth and Rarraire

H.D. [Hilda Doolittle] (1886-1901)

Helen s
All Greece hates

the sill eyes in the white face,

the lustre as of olives

where she stands,

and the white hands.

All Greece reviles

the wan face when she smiles,
hating it deeper still

when it grows wan and white,
remembering past enchantments
and past ills.

Greece sees, unmoved,

God's daughter, bom of love,

the beauty of cool feet

and slenderest knees,

could love indeed the maid,

only if she were laid,

white ash amid funereal cypresses.

Hetew, In Greek mythology, Helen, mast beautiful of all women, was the daughter of a
War.

mortal, Leda, by the god Zeus. Her abduction set off the long and devastating Tr
While married to Menelaus, king of the Greek city-state of Sparta, Helen was carried o
Paris, prince of Troy. Menelaus and his brother, Agamemnon, raised an army, besicged Troy
for ten years, and eventually recaptured her. One episode of the Trojan War is related in the
Iiad, Homer' epic poem, composed before 700 b.c.

Questions
1. Atwhat point in the Troy narrative does this poem appear to be se
2. What connotations does the color white usually possess? Does it have those
associations here?

3. Reread Yeats's “Leda and the Swan” (Chapter 15). Does his retelling of that 0
add an ronic dimension to line 13.0f “He en”? P

ARCHETYPE
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3 of primal memories common to the entire hum® ™
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oy one of these figures can be traced from culture to culture. Tk
o instance, appears in American Indian coyote tales, Norse myths Shot
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{faturing the Joker.

“Archetypal myths are the basic conventions of human storytelling,
hich we learn without necessarily being aware of the process. The patterns
¥ absotb in our first nursery thymes and fairy tales, as mythological critic
Nerthrop Frye has demonstraed, underlie—though often very subtly—the
nest sophisticated poems and novels. One powerful archetype seen actoss
many cultures is the. demon-goddess who immobilizes men by locking them
into a deathly trance or—in the most primitive forms of the myth—turning
them to stone. Here is a modern version of this ancient myth in the follow-

ing poem.
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I:QHEC ngan (1897-
Medusa

Ihad come to the house, in a cave of trees,
Facing a sheer sky. .
Everything moved,—a bell hung ready to strike,
Sun and reflection wheeled by:

When the bare eyes were before me
And the hissing hair,

Held up at a window, seen through a door:

The stif bald eyes, the serpents on the forehead
in the air.
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Terms for Review

3. Provide an explication of Louise Bogan's “Medusa,
refer to the chapter “Witing About Lireraeo s

3. Weite an essay of approximately 750 words discussing
A Quiz” How does the poct combine modesg s,
allusions to suggest personal meaning for the seacie

4. You'ee probably familiar with an uban legend or two—near fantastical sories
passed on fom ene person t© another, with the suggestion tha they really hap-
pened t0a fiend of a rend of the peron who ol youthe . Retl n wban
myth in free-verse form. If you don't know any urban myths, an Intemet search
engine can lead you to scores of them.

5. Retell a famous myth or fairy tale to reflect your personal worldview:

” For tips on poetic explication

A.E. Stallings’s “First Love
imstances and mythological

» TERMS FOR revieir

Myth > A traditional narrative of anonymous authorship that arises out of a culrure’s
oral tradition. The characters in traditional myths are often gods or heroic figures en-
gaged in significant actions and decisions. Myth is usually differentiated from legend,
which has a specific historical base.

Mthology » The body of myths belonging to a particular culture.

Archetype > A recurring symbol, character, landscape, or event found in myth and
literature across different cultures and eras, one that appears so often that it evokes a

universal response.









