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THE DREAM OF THE ROOD | 33

turn, his listeners. He sang about the creation of the world and the origin of
the hlfman race and all the history of Genesis; about the exodus of Israel
out of Eg:_\'[‘ll and entrance into the promised land; and about many other
stories of sacred Scripture, about the Lord’s incarnation, and his passion,®
resurrection, and ascension into Heaven; about the advent of the Holy Spirit
and the teachings of the apostles. He also made many songs about the ter-
ror of the coming judgment and the horror of the punishments of hell and
the sweetness of heavenly kingdom; and a great many others besides about
divine grace and justice in all of which he sought to draw men away from
the Io\;c of sin and to inspire them with delight in the practice of good
works.” * * *

inning on the night  are on religious subjects like those listed here, but
of the Last Supper and culminating with his death.  most are thought to be later than Ciedmon.
9. The great majority of extant Old English pocms.

he Dream of the Rood (ic., of the
Cross) is considered the finest of a
large number of religious poems in Anglo-
Saxon. Neither the author nor its date of
composition is known. It appears in a late
tenth-century manuscript located in Ver-
celli in northern Italy, a manuscript made
up of Old English religious poems and ser-
mons. The poem may antedate its manu-
script, because some passages from the
Rood’s specch were carved, with some vari-
ations, in runes on a stone cross at some
timeafter its construction carly in the
eighth century; this s the famous Ruthwell
Cross, preserved near Dumfries in south-
ern Scotland. The precise relation of the
poem o this cross is, however, uncertain.
‘The experience of the Rood, often called
“tree” in the poem—its humiliation at the
hands of those who cut it down and made it
into an instrument of punishment for crim-
inals and its humility when the young hero
Christ mounts it—has a suggestive rele-
vanee to the condition of the Dreamer. His
isolation and melancholy is typical of exile
figures in Anglo-Saxon poetry. For the
Rood, however, glory has replaced torment,
and at the end, the Dreamer's description

Ruthwell Cross, Ruthwell, Scotland,
ca. 8th century. Not only s the cross
sculpted with Christian images; it also
has lines from The Dreams of the Rood
scribed in runic letters. They may
have been added at a later date.
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[In my dream I espied the most
looming aloft  with light all around,
the most brilliant beam. That bright tree was
covered with gold; gemstones gleamed
fairly fashioned down to its foot, yet another five were st;
high up on the crossheam —the Lord’s angel beheld them—*
cast by eternal decree. Clearly this was no criminal’s gallows,*
butholy spirits were beholding it there,
men on this earth, all that mighty creation.
That tree was triumphant and [ tarnished by sin,
begrimed with evil. I beheld Glory’s trunk
garnished with grandeur, ~gleaming in bliss,
all plated with gold; precious gemstones
had gloriously graced " the Lord God's tree.
Yet I could see signs of ancient strife:
beneath that gold it had begun
bleeding on the right side.’ 1 was all bereft with sorrows;
that splendid sight made me afraid. 1 beheld the sign rapidly
changing clothing and colors. Now it was covered with moisture,
drenched with streaming blood, now decked in treasure,
Yet I, th:} there for a long time,
sorrowfully beheld the tree of our Savior
| uhl:iu':m;ld hear it &b::lgl’mnlome,
| d of all wood n s words:
| “That was yeursago. o1yt s
that T was cut down at the edge of the fores
torn up from my trunk. There po
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wept,
mﬂsd-ehngsfau Christ was on the cross.
“Yet from afar fervent men came
to that sovereign. 1 saw all that.
1 was badly burdened with grief _yet bowed down to their hands,
submissive with most resolve. There they took up almighty God,

standing, blood all over me, ~ pierced everywhere with
They lad him ther, limb-wearied; ettt head ok b Hifcless

ﬂmthqlxhelddnlmdofluml. and he rested there for a while,
spent after that great struggle. Then they set about to construct a sepulcher
warriors in the slayer’s” sight. Out of bright stone they carved it;
they laid the lord of victories into it. - They began singing a lay of sorrow,
warriors sad as night was falling, when they wished to journey back
wearily far from that famous lord; hermadllsu!wlﬂlﬁcwfdb-us_‘

10 fell us to earth. That was a frightful destiny!
They buried us in a deep pit. But thanes® of the Lord,

retainers
fnmdslarmdabunme‘"‘

* adorned me  with gold and silver.

“Now, man so dear to me, _you may understand
dﬂlluv:pnelhroﬂg'l grievous sufferings,
terrible sorrows. Now the time has come
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