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Mexicans entered the country legally in the fifties. Illegal imn
four times greater. Nevertheless, over 85 percent of the Mexicanos -
United States. Indeed, over half of the Spanish-speaking péopl o
were native-born of native-born parents; that is, they were at least se
US citizens. The fertility rate was very high. Consequently, the po
relatively youthful. The median age was a little over nineteen years, comp
rwenty-eight years for the non-Hispanic white population in the Southw
high fertility rate and immigration combined to bring about rapid growth: du
the fifties, the Mexicano population of the Southwest increased by a remarkab
percent. By 1960, Spanish-speakers, almost all of them of Mexican origin, :
up 12 percent of the total population in the region.
Impressive social and economic gains had been registered by this time. D
ing the decade of the fifties, the percentage of Latinos in the Southwest classified
s laborers declined from 42 to 30 percent. Another positive trend was the entry
of Mexican and Mexican American women into the labor force. Their rates of em
ployment outside the home were higher than among Anglos. During the fifties,
median income for Mexicano households rose at a substantially higher rate than
that of Anglos. Home ownership went up as well. i
Educational levels were improving. During the fifties, the proportions
Spanish-speaking people in the Southwest who completed high school increa:
almost 75 percent, with California making more progress than other states.
educational gap between Mexicanos and Anglos actually narrowed slightlay*
this time. Greater numbers of Mexicanos were enrolling in institutions of highe
leaming, Though brown faces were difficult to find in major universities a

_‘I:‘fmty colleges provided minorities, including Hispanics, a golden oppe
- ‘fnPTOVC their socioeconomic status. Prominent Mexicanos benefitin

: ’Balph Guzman, Américo Paredes, Carlos Mufioz Jr.
MP—Z, Vicki Ruiz, and Patricia Zavella; write

z,and Floyd Salas; civil rights activists I
¢ Angel Gutiérrez, Corinne S¢




