i ks before, a number of the delegates at Sama,
& Youth Conference, where the Spiritual Plan of Aztlan had
@mez _Quiniones had been one of its principal authors.

 Natrally, educational issues were of paramount impc

25 they were 1O other student associations. Like them, too, it put m

mwmnmmty involvement, working with a variety of local Chicano ¢

and political action groups. Mechistas were especially acﬁve i

Bf the UFW and LRUP, in spite of the bad blood between the two organ

 MECHA went into a serious tailspin between 1971 and 1973, from

‘m completely recovered.*” There are many reasons for this dxrmmshﬂﬂ
The enthusiasm that inspired the organization initially could not be

original leaders left college.® Internal divisions took their toll, as wel
dﬂmlm% nationalist emphasis was challenged in the early seventies by a so
ired wing insisting that class issues receive priority over ethnic consider:
point of view was ultimately rej jected, and distraught socialists abandon
zation in droves. The same went for frustrated Chicanas who found
to deal with feminist issues.
its numerous problems, it is easy to see why MECHA fall :
ious program. It remains today a loose federation of chapte:

the country.* The failure of MECHA parallels the ultimats




