active promoters and participants at the El Paso and Sap
conferences, where they eagerly embraceq the conce e f'
] pt of a Chi.
In January 1970, translating the Popular aspiration intg
MAYO created El Partido de la Raza Unida, widsl T on into onc;
: . . Y Known as La Raza
(LRUP). Established in the Winter Garden area, it was intended to ser
electoral vehicle in local school board and city council Co:::eset: t0 serv
elections, Gutiérrez and other LRUP leaders ran for office. The ?a. Inhtal:agsp
wacularly auspicious beginning: Crystal City Mexicanos won twolizor\?;cil se: b
three school board seats, one of them belonging to Gutiérrez. These successes e
repeated in two other predominantly Mexicano communities nearby, Cdl:u'lla- md
Carrizo Springs. His good fortune prompted the hardworking Gutiérr’ez to expand
his political horizons. He was determined to make LRUP a national association, a
third party for Chicanos in competition with the two traditional choices.
In Colorado, meanwhile, Corky Gonzales had similar plans. As we have seen,
in the spring of 1970 a Colorado LRUP was established in Denver just a few months
after Gutiérrez had initiated his regional organization of the same name in Texas.
Beginning in late 1970, prompted by the Tejano, LRUP chapters began appearing
in California. It was Gonzales, however, who took the initiative for a nationwide
party first. At his urging, three thousand delegates from throughout the Southwest
and parts of the Midwest met in El Paso on September 14, 1972. The result was
the establishment of a national Raza Unida party.
Unfortunately, this first national convention would also be the last. Problems
surfaced immediately, as the meeting was marred by massive internal di5sensidn; v
Two factions emerged, a moderate group looking to Gutiérrez, who saw the pal‘lyas S
avehicle to achieve political power, and a radical contingent headed by Gonzal&i: e
Who wanted the party to take a more ideological path by dealing with lssues@f
class and gender. Additionally, moderates were willing to consider electOra}li:a‘lgllaﬂr(l :
With the established parties in the coming elections. Radicals were Vehgmeﬁ} h
posed to this kind of interparty cooperation. Tensions were exacerl?g@d b}'
“‘7“°Sity between the two ambitious leaders. The moderates ulm’:naté.l w

-~ Gutirre, was elected chairman of the new party.




