< THE VEIL

THIS 15 ME WHEN | WAS 10 AND THIS IS A CLASS PHOTO. I'M SITTING ON THE FAR LEFT S0
WEARS OLD, THIS WAS IN 4980, YOU DON'T SEE ME. FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: GOLNAZ, MAHSHID,
e NARINE, MINNA,

#4999 A REVOLUTION TOOK PLACE, IT WAS THEN CAME 1980: THE YEAR. IT BECAME
LATER CALLED “THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION™, OBLGATORY TO WEAR THE VEIL AT SCHOOL.

wt PIDN'T REALLY LIKE TO WEAR THE VEIL, ESPECIALLY SINCE WE DIDN'T UNDERSTAND WHY WE HAD TO,

L

% GIVE ME My

/ VEIL BACK !
/ . EXECUTION IN
-3 8 THE NAME OF

FREEDOM.
TO LICK MY
FEET!

s
S
OOH! FpA THE
MONSTER, OF -
DARKMNESS.
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AND ALSO BECAUSE THE YEAR BEFORE, IN 4939,

WHERE BOYS AMD GIRLS WERE TOGETHER.

WE WERE IN & FRENCH NON-RELIGIOU

THIS IS CALLED A

“CULTURAL REVOLUTION #

AND THAT
WAS THAT...

EVERVWHERE IN THE STREETS THERE WERE DEMONSTRATIONS FOR AND AGAINST THE VEIL,
s

AT ONE OF THE DEMONSTR,AT}MS, A GERMAN
JOURNALIST TOOK A PHOTO OF MY MOTHER..

| WAS REALLY PROUD OF HEE. HER PHOTD wWAS
PUBLISHED IN ALL THE EUROPEAN NEWSPAPERS.

AND EVEN IN ONE MAGAZINE IN IRAN |
MY MOTHER WAS REALLY SCARED,




| REALLY DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO THINK ABOUT THE
VEIL, DEEP DOWN | WAS VERY RELIGIOUS BUT AS A
FAMILY WE WERE VERY MODERN AMD AVANT-GARDE.

| WAS BORN WITH RELIGION.

AT THE AGE OF SIX | WAS ALREADY SURE | WAS THE LAST
PROPHET. THIS WAS A FEW YEARS BEFORE THE REVOLUTION.

BEFORE ME THERE HAD BEEM A FEW OTHERS.

BECAUSE MY FATHER
HAD A CaDiLLAC.

BECAUSE
DUR Malb
DID NOT EAT

AND, ABOVE ALL, BECAUSE
MY GRANDMOTHER'S KNEES
ALWAYS ACHED,

COME HERE MARJI
HELP ME TO STAND UP,

DON'T WORRY,

LIKE ALL MY PREDECESSORS
I HAD MY HOLY BOOK ,

THE FIRST THREE RULES CAME FROM FTARATHUSTRA, HE WaS
THE FIRST PROPHET IN MY COUNTRY BEFORE THE ARAB INVASION,

YOU MUST BaSE
EVERYTHING ON
THESE THREE RULES:
BEHAVE WELL,
SPEAK WELL,
ACT WELL,

| ALS0 \WANTED US T0 CELEBRATE THE TRADITIONAL

FARATHUSTRIAN HOLIDAYS, LIKE THE FIRE CEREMONY,

BEFORE THE PERSIAN NEW YEAR NOROUZ,
ON MARCH 2157, THE FIRST DAY OF SPRING.

ONLY MY GRANDMOTHER KNEW ABOUT MY BOOK,

RULE RUMBER. SIN: EVERY-
BODY SHOULD HAVE A CAR.

RULE NUMBER, SEVEN: ALL MAIDS SHOULD
AT AT THE TABLE WITH THE OTHERS.

RULE MUMBER EIGHT: NO OLD PER-
SOM SHOULD HAVE TO SUFFER.,

IN THAT CASE,
FLL BE YOUR FIRST
DISCIPLE .




EVERY MIGHT | HAD A BiGg DISCUSSION WITH GOD.

GOD, GIVE ME
SOME MORE TIME.
| AM NOT QUITE

READY YET.

BACEFT FOR MY GRANDMOTHER | WaS
OBVIDUSLY THE ONLY ONE \WHO BELIEVED
IN MYSELF.

WHAT DO YOU
WANT TO BE WHEN
YOU GROW UP?

YES YOU ARE,
CELESTIAL LIGHT,

YOU ARE MY
CHOICE, MY LAST
AND MY BEST
CHOICE .

MY PARENTS WERE. CALLED M BY THE TEACHER.

YOUR CHILD IS
DISTURBED, SHE WANTS
TO BECOME A PROPHET.

HOMETHELESS, MY PARENTS
WERE PUZPLED,

‘IWANT TOB!.ADOCTOK‘)

1 YouU waNT TO
BE A POCTOR?
| THOUGHT THAT...




UM NG THE TIME ANCDSH STAVED WITH US
| MEARD POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS OF THE HIGHEST
wDER,

I'T'% INCREDIBLE. THE REVOLUTION
1S A LEFTIST REVOLUTION AND
THE REPUBLIC WANTS TO BE
CALLED ISLAMIC.

BUT THE RELIGIOUS
LEADERS DON'T
KMOW HOW TO
OVERN, THEY
WILL RETURN TO
THEIR MOSQUES.
THE PROLETARIAT
SHALL RULE!
IT'S INEVIT ABLE!!
THAT’S JUST
WHAT LENIN
EXPLAINED IN
“THE STATE AND
THE REVOLUTION

pID YOU HEAR THAT, ANDOSH 7 DO YOU REALIZE HOW
GHORANT QUR PEOPLE ARE? THE ELECTIONS \WERE
FAKED AMD THEY BELIEVE THE RESULTS: 993931 AS
FOR ME, | DON'T KNOW A SINGLE PERSOM WHO NOTED
FOR THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC. WHERE DID THAT FIGURE
COME FROMP FROM THEIR ASSES, THAT'S WHERE!

1T’ NOT IMPORT ANT, EVERYTHING
WILL TURM OUT FINE. IM & COUNTRY
WHERE HALF THE POPLLATION IS
ILLITERATE YOU CANNOT UNITE

THE PEOPLE ARDUMD MARX. THE
OMLY THIMG THAT CAMN REALLY
UNITE THEM IS MATIONALISM

0R A RELIGIOUS ETHIC...

OM TV THEY SaY

THAT 924.99% OF THE
POPULATION VOTED FOR
THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC.

€2

HE'S GONG TO THE UNITED STATES !

MY PARENTS SAY ITS IMPOS-
SIBLE TO LIVE UNDER AN \SLANC
REGIME, IT’S BETTER. TO LEAVE.

TD THE UNITED STATES? WHYP

BUT THE REUGIOUS LEADERS ARE
VERY STUPID, THEY WON'T LAST.

MY DAD SAYS NOBODY
REALIZES THE DANGER.

(&

ul

i
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| THINK | REALLY LIKED THIS BOY...

BUT THE UNITED
STATES 1S
TERRIFIC! YOU'LL

ACT!
ER— UALLY | LIKED HIM VERY, VERY MUCH.
IS DEAD...

=
Eﬂ y - -

7

Uiy,
i

(

IT 'WAS THE END OF THE WORLD !,

6%



AFTER MY FRIEND'S DEPARTURE, A GOOD PART OF MY FAMILY ALSO LEFT THE COUMTRY.

& NOW BUARDING

_ FLIGHT 6302 TO
¥ LOS ANGELES
GATE 26.

NOW BOARDING
FLIGHT 6302 TO
LOS ANGELES

MY FRIEND KKAVEH LEFT FOR THE UNITED STATES T00.
,

S0 THAT | CAN BECOME
A TAXI DRIVER AND YOU

WOREY.
EVERYONE
WHO LEFT
WiLL COME
BACK, THEY'RE
JUST AFRAID
OF CHANGE.

eq

DON'T BE TAJl! TS i
LIKE THIS WITH ALL pap! IT’s ForR You!!
REVOLUTIONS, THIS
1S JUST A TRANSI-
TIONAL PERIOD...

WHAT'S
GOING ON?

MURDERERS!
MURDERERS!

MY MOTHER WAS RIGHT TO BELIEVE IT wAS
MURDER... WHEN THEY FOUND HIS B8ODY, OMLY
HIS HEAD WAS UNDERWATER.

b
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AFTER MOHSEN, IT WAS SIAMAK'S
' 15 THIS SIAMAK
) JARI'S HOUSE?
gig.
o !
Xl 4
(] [ ]

¢

RN.

YES! ©

TUSTICE!

J1% SISTER WAS EXECUTED IN HIS PLACE.

]//!-I\\:

ND MORE THAN
YOU DO, BUT THEY

MUST SURELY
HAVE HIDDEN

A FLOCK OF SHEEP.

LATER ON WE LEARNED THEY CROSSED THE BORDER. HIDDEN AMOMNG

(19

EVERYTHING WILL BE
ALRIGHT ...

AMD THAT 1S HOW ALL THE FORMER
EEVOLUT IOHARIES BECAME THE
SWORN ENEMIES OF THE REPUBLIC.

WHAT 7 WASN'T HE
SUPPOSED TO COME?

HE HAD TO LEAVE QUICK-§
LY... HIS WIFE CALLED
HIM. HE ASKED ME TO
TELL YOU GOODBYE...

HE DOESN'T EVEN
TALK TO HIS WIFE.

OH NO! THAT OLD TALE ABOUT BEING ON A TRIP HAD COME BACK...

DARLING' DID YOU HAVE
A GOOD DAY AT SCHOOL?

i
=
i
i
&

iy

DON'T YOU WANT
TO EAT A LITTLE?

WHY DIDN“T HE
STAY TO SAY GOODBYE
TO ME?

HE WAS IN A HURRY,
A Bla HUREY.

63
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I THINK WE
NEED TO TALK.

GHE TRUTH IS5, THEY HAVE ARRESTED MOO‘J‘I,

" (0D, DON'T LET
HIM BE DEAD,

|

YOU KNOW, YOU HAVE
HOMORED ME WITH
YOUR VISIT ?

Do Yyou
WANT TO DO
SOMETHIMG
FOR HIM?

D0 YOU THINK
I DRESSED
MICELY

LMOUGH ?

AMOOSH HaS
THE RIGHT
TO OMLY ONE
VISITOR. AND
IT's YOU HE
WANTS TO

YOU ARE THE LITTLE
GIRL | ALWAYS
WANTED TO HAVE.

WE'RE ALMOST THERE.

€8

HERE'! | MADE YOU
ANOTHER. BREAD-SWAN,
IT's THE UNCLE OF
THE FIRST OME.

BUT YOU'LL SEE! ONE
DAY THE PROLET ARIAT
WILL RULE!




THAT WAS MY LAST MEETING WITH MY BELOVED AMOOSH...

AND S0 | WwaS LOST, WITHOUT ANY BEARINGS.., WHAT COULD BE WORSE THAN THAT 7

MARJ1, RUN TO

THE BASEMENT!

WE'RE BEING
BOMBED!

SHUT UP,
YOU' GET
DUT OF MY
LIFEY! | NEVER
WANT T0
SEE YOU
AGAINY

IT WAS THE BEGINNING OF THE WAR,

10 3 i X



AND, & LITTLE RED, MY

QEERE NDRD ME O THe baY, FATHER ANSWERED SERIOUSLLY

IGMT YEARS BEFORE, IN THE
AR WITH MY DAD.

MENT AL TRANSFORMATION \WAS FOLLOWED BETWEEN THE AGES OF FIFTEEN AND SIXTEEN |
LAY PHYSICAL MET AMORPHOSIS. GREW SEVEN INCHES. IT WAS IMPRESSIVE,

BALLS? BALLS, LIKE

3 MO, MORE LIKE THIS.
THESE?

THEY'RE NOT TENNIS BALLS
THEY'RE MORE LIKE PIMG
PONG BALLS.

- ME AT SIXTEEN
pAD WHAT? WE SAY
AT TESTICLE. A MAN'S
AR SEX IS MADE OF TWO
LIRSS BALLS AND A PENIS,
THESE BALLS ARE
CALLED TESTICLES.

ME AT FIFTEEN

' THEN MY RIGHT EYE GREW, | FOLLOWED SWIFTLY BY My | THEM IT WAS MY PMOUTH,
B WAY, FIRST, CHIN WHICH DOUBLED IN
BEE BOT LOMGER. LEMGTH.

| DON'T BELIEVE IT. YOU. ..

AM, PING- YOU. .. YOU'RE STOMED!!

PoMG BALLS!
MA! HA! Ha!
HA! Ha! Ha!

~ o~
() @

MY LEFT FOOT. OF COURSE MY NOSE AND WAS DECORATED BY

TRIPLED ITS SIZE. A LARGE BEAUTY MARK.
D RO,
THAT MIGHT, | REALLY
SHE'S TRIPPING. G0 OH WOLFY, WHY UNDERSTOOD THE
BUT THAT'S DOM'T YOU PUT SOME MUSIC ON? MEANING OF “THE

SEXUAL REVOLUTION
S0 coot! (EVEN TODAY, IT'S HALF A
SIZE BIGGER THAN MY
RIGHT FOOT. WHICH | THOUGHT HIDEOUS
AT THE TIME,

ONLY TO RETREAT TO ITS|FINALLY MY CHEST DEVELOPED | AND My CENTER OF GRAV-
ORIGINAL POSITION SEV- ITY WAS BALANCED OUT BY
ERAL MOMTHS LATER, THE POUNDS ON MY BUTT,

IT Was MY FIRST Bl
STEP TOWARD
ASSIMILATIMG INTO
WESTERMN CULTURE.

S0 HE WASN’T ERNST, THE OWNER OF
CAFE SCHELTER! JULIE HAD JUST SLEPT

WITH HER NINE TEENTH GUY IN SHORT, | WAS IN AN UGLY STAGE SEEMINGLY

WITHOUT EMD.

34 zc




AS I PAY NATURAL
DEFORMITY WASN'T
ENOUGEM, | TRIED & FEW
MEN HAIRCUT S, A

T TLE SHIP OF THE
SCIRAORS OM THE LEFT.

AND A WEEK LATER, A
LITTLE SNIP OF TH
SCISSORS ON THE RIGHT.

| LOOKED LIKE COSEY 1@
IN " LES MISER ABLE %

——

S0 I COATRED MY
HAIE WITH GEL,

| ADDED A THICK LINE
OF EYELINER,

A FEW SAFETY PINS,

REPLACED BY &

SCARF. IT SOFTEMNED
THE LOOK.

IT WAS BEGINNING TO
LOOK LIKE SOMETHING,

A BRASE MY FRIENDS MUCH.

WHICH WERE l

MAVE YOU SEEN HOW

BLAUTIFUL SHE 1S NOW?

TO MY ENORMOUS SURPRISE,
MY NEW LODK EVEN PLEASED
THE HALL MONITORS. IT
SHOULD BE SAID THAT THEY
WERE VERY YOUNG.

P

VOU CHANGE YOUR
HAIRST YLE EVERY DAY,
WHO CUTS YOUR HAIR?

IF | PAY YOU, WiLL You
CUT MY HAIR, T00? Y

N

THAT’'S HOW | BECAME THE
SCHOOL'S OFFICIAL HAIRCUTTER

IT HELPED ME EARM A LITTLE
SPENDING MOMNEY.

~ |POMAIN WHERE MY KNOWLEDGE

§ RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
'S LACKEYS DIDN'T

(B WL SEEM TO BE ON AWFULLY
I TEEMS WITH THE PEONS.

FEALLY!
| &ih‘m cur
" AR,

THAT’S NOT ALL YOU DO FOR
THEM. YOU KISS THEIR ASSES

FROM TIME TO TIME.

1 DO MOT. | THINK THEY'RE
NICE, THAT'S ALL,

PEONS, THEY'RE PEONS. THEY
HAVE A FIXED PSYCHOLDGICAL
PROFILE. THEY ARE THIRSTY
FOR. POWER AMD ARE LOOKIMG
TO CONTROL US.

YEAH, LIKE
THE COPS.

EVERYTHING IS
MOTHINGMESS.
THEREFORE LIFE IS

HOLE, HE CAH NO

EXACTLY! LIFE 15 PaIN,
FAIN 1S EVERYTHING.

HOTHINGNESS. WHEN
MAaH RECOGMIZES THIS

LOMNGER LIVE LIKE AN
EARTHWORM, INVENT-
ING GAMES OF LEADERS
AND FOLLOWERS TO
FORGET HIS FICKLENESS,

s

SO MY UNCLE DIED TO
DISTRACT HIMSELF?

FOR. MOMD, DEATH WAS THE ONLY

BXCEEDED HIS, ON THIS SUBTECT,
| ALWAYS HAD THE LAST WORD.

MOBLE COMBAT,
BLAH BLAH BLAH ..

WHATEVER! EXISTENCE IS
NOT ABSURD. THERE ARE

PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE IN IT
AND WHO GIVE THEIR LIVES
FOR VALUES LIKE LIBERTY.

WHAT RUBBISH! EVEM
THAT, IT'S ADISTRACTION
FROM BOREDOM.

oK' ARE WE GOING
TO SMOKE A JOINT?

33




| THE HARDER | TRIED TO ASSIMILATE, THE MORE | HAD THE FEELING THAT | WAS DISTANCING
PVYSELF FROM MY CULTURE, BETRAYING MY PARENTS AND MY ORIGING, THAT | WAS PLAYING A
| GAME BY SOMEBODY ELSE'S RULES.

M WAL ALWAYS THILREY WHO ROLLED THE JOINTS
WHILE WE KEPT AM EYE OUT FOR THE MOMNITORS
0 WE WOULDH'T BE CADGHT BY SURPRISE.

W

| DIDN'T LIKE TO SMOKE, BUT | BID IT OUT OF
SOLIDARITY. AT THe TIME, TO ME, GRASS AND
HEROIN WERE THE SAME THING.

BALH TIME | WAS OFFERED A JOINT, | REMEMBERED THIS BECOMING A VEGETABLE WAS
COMVERSATION MY PARENTS HAD ABOUT MY COUSIN KAMRAN. OUT OF THE QUESTION.

POOR BOY, HE'S STUCK HIMSELF S0 MANY TIMES
M4 BEGUM TO LOOK LIKE A VEGETABLE.

EACH TELEPHOMNE CALL FROM MY PARENTS REMIMDED ME OF MY COWARDICE AND MY BETRAYAL. | WAS

Hi% KIND OF THING ALwavs JAT ONCE HAPPY TO HEAR THEIR VOICES AND ASHAMED TO TALK TO THEM.

MAPPEMS TO THE MOST FRAGILE ONES,

« YES, I'M DOING FINE. I'M GETTING GOOD GRADES.
= YOU HAVE SOME GOOD FRIENDS?

= FRIENDS? OF COURSE, LOTS'

= THAT DOESN'T SURPRISE ME, WOU ALWAYS HAD
A TALENT FOR COMMUMICATING WITH PEOPLE!

- RAD ...

- EAT ORANGES, THEY'RE FULL OF VITAMIN C.

« DaD, | LOVE YOU!

= US TOO, WE ADORE WOU. YOU'RE THE CHILD ALL
PARENTS DREAM OF HAVING'

40 | PRETENDED TO AND AS SOOM AS MY FRIENDS’ THEN, | IMITATED THEIR

PARTICIPATE, BUT | NEVER BACKS WERE TURNED, | STUCK LAUGHTER.

(MMALED THE SMOKE. MY FINGERS IN MY EVES TO
MAKE THEM GOOD AND RED.

IF OMLY THEY KHEW ... IF THEY KNEW THAT THEIR DAUGHTER WAS MADE UP LIKE A PUMK,
THAT SHE SMOKED JOINTS TO MAKE A GOOD IMPRESSION, THAT SHE HAD SEEM MEM IN THEIR
UNDERWEAR WHILE THEY WERE BEING BOMBED EVERY DAY, THEY WOULDN'T CALL ME THEIR
DREAM CHILD,

| WAS QUITE BELIEVABLE.

38
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| EVEN MANAGED TO DENY MY DURING A PARTY AT SCHOOL.
ABLE..
TFELT S0 GUILTY THAT WHENEVER] | IT WAS T00 UNBEARABLE by OU NO, IT’S OKAY! NATIONALITY. HI, I'M MARC. | GRADUATED
THERE WAS NEWS ABOUT IRAN, WaTCH TV |J1 Tatkep To my LAST YEAR.YOU'RE NEW!
| CHAMGED THE CHANHEL, ﬁggfj{‘jgﬁ";-e PARENTS. WHAT'S YOUR NAME?
COERIED: THEY'RE FINE.

MARTANE, I'VE
BEEN HERE A YEAR.

[T WAaS LYING. | KNEW NOTHING AND
| DIDH'T WANT TO KMNOW MORE.

| WANTED TO FORGET EVERYTHING, TO MAKE MY PAST DISAPPEAR, BUT MY UNCONSCIOUS CAUGHT
UP WITH ME.

| SHOULD SAY THAT AT THE TIME, IRAN Was
THE EPITOME OF EVIL AND TO BE IRANIAN WAS 2
HEAVY BURDEN TO BEAR,

OH REALLY? YOU HAVE A FUMMNY
ACCENT FOR A FREMCH GIRL.

AND WHEH | GOT BACK THAT
NIGHT, | REMEMBERED THAT
LINE MY GRLANDMOTHER TOLD
ME: "ALWAYS KEEP YOUR
DIGNITY AND BE TRUE TO
YOURSELF! ™

MARC? HE'S
ANMA'S BROTHER,
THE GIRL IN THE
STRIPED SWEAT -
ER., HE'S A JERK
FROM BOURGE.

YOU SHOULDN'T

TALK TO THOSE
PEOPLE.

(’(\

N

—




YOU ARE GO\NG
TO SHUT UP OR
| AM GOINGTO
MAKE You!

1AM
[RANIAN
AND PROUD

UNFORTUNATELY, IT ALL CAME OUT IN THE END. A FEW DaYS WHAT DO YOU THIMK? HAVE YOU
LATER IN A CAFE MEAR SCHOOL. HEARD THE WaAY SHE TaLKS?

SHE TOLD MY AND YOUR BROTHER BELIEVED HERT HAVE YOU SEEN HER FACE?
BROTHER THAT
SHE WAS FREMCH.

| WANTED TO DIE.

BUT YOUR BROTHER wWas HA, HA, Ha! | WOULD COMMIT
HITTING ON HER OR WHAT? SUICIDE IF MY BROTHER Was GOING
OUT WITH A COW LIKE THAT!

B8H, THAT'S 4
RELIEF. COMSI-
PERIMNG HOW VALY
SHE 15, IT wWOULD

BE REALLY UNFAIR
IF SHE GOT A GUY
LIKE MARC,

WHERE WERE MY PAREMNTS TO TAKE ME IN
THEIR ARMS, TO REASSURE ME?

BUT REALLY, | HAD NOTHING FOR THE FIRST TIME IN A

T DON'T KNOW IF YOU'VE NOTICED, BUT SHE
NEVER TALKS ABOUT EITHER HER COUNTRY Rl DSy HER 0 CRY ABOUT. VEAR, | FELT PROUD,
OR HER PARENTS. B L honeT
CARE ABOUT
WELL, OF COURSE! SHE HER, OR THEY

LIES WHEN SHE SAYS WOULDN'T HAVE
THAT SHE'S KNOWHN SENT HER
WAR. IT'S ALL TO ALOMNE.

MAKE HERSELF SEEM
INTERESTING.

| FINALLY UNDERSTOOD WHAT
MY GRANDMOTHER MEANT. IF
| WASN'T COMFORTABLE WIT|
MYSELF, | WOULD NEVER BE
COMFOR'T ABLE.




\ THE JOKE

SCARED THAT THEY WOULD BE DISAPPOINTED.

| HAD BEEN IN TEHR AN FOR TEN DAYS, DESPITE MY RELUCTANCE, IN THE END MY ENTIRE FAMILY CAME
TO SEE ME. | DIDN'T KMOW WHETHER OR MOT THEY KHEW ABOUT MY EUROPEAM FAILURE. I WAS

. THIS 15 UNCLE ARDESHIR, MY MOTHER'S

WHEHM | THIMK OF
VIENNA, | IMMEDIATELY
THIMK OF SISSL YOU
MUST HAVE SEEM
THE FILM ST ARRING

| KMOW HOW TD 54y
SPEAK GOOD||"ICH LIEBE DICH™ HEE
HEE HEE!

| -~

THAT'S MINA, MY FIRST COUSIN.
SHE'S AN IMBECILE. SHE TALKS
ABOUT ROMY SCHMEIDER AS IF
SHE WERE HER BEST FRIEND.

UNCLE. HE'S RETIRED FEOM THE
NHATIOMAL EPUCATION SYSTEM.

AFTER MY FAMILY, IT WAS MY FRIENDS” TURN. | HAD FEWER APPREHENSIONS ABOUT THEM: WE WERE
THE SAME AGE, WHICH SHOULD MAKE IT EASIER TO CONMNECT. ;

-}\;r_!(x

]! WAS WROMG, THEY ALL LODKED LIkE T
AT THE DROP OF A HAT, IF THE OPPORTUNITY PRESENTED ITSELF,

X

A How aRE vou? Q
‘7 — M
X
‘UHHH o :

p

HE HEROINES OF AMERICAMN TV SERIES, READY TO GET MARRIED

MARJAME, THE
STARS SHINE
IM THE SKY
AND YOU IN MY

THESE ARE OUR. MNEIGHBORS.
THEY'EE THE INCARMATION OF
THE PERFECT FAMILY.

*

EVEN THOUGH | KNEW THAT THEY WERE COMING TO SEE ME OUT OF FRIEND-

SHIP AND KINDNESS, I'D QUICKLY HAD ENOUGH OF RECEINING THEM EVERY DAY,

|

ASIDE FROM MY PARENTS, THE
ONLY PERSOM TO WHOM |
REALLY WAMTED TO TALK WAl
MY GRANDMOTHER. BUT SHI
CAME AFTER EVERYOME EL%E

LEUT THERE WAS NOTHING TO BE DONE, THE VISITS CONTINUED .

| WAS WAIT NG
FOR THE TRIBE T
GO FIRST! OH My
HOW YOU'VE GEOW!
SO0M YOU'LL BE
CATCHING THE

LORD'S BALLS, _J

SHE WAS STILL HER OLD SELY

fidig

{WHY po vou Look LIKE A NUN?
ll MO DNE WOULD EVER GUESS
THAT YOU'D LIVED IN EUROPE.

PARED TO HER FASHIONABLE
KEUP, | REALLY DID EXUDE
1 THE ALLURE OF A HUA.

COME ON, TALK TO US' v0U
MUST HAVE & MILLION THINGS
TO TELL US ABOUT,

IT'S JUST THAT... | DIBHN'T
GO THAT OFTEN . ..| DON'T
REALLY LIKE THEM MUCH.

1 DPON'T KMNOW. . .

WELL, WHY DON'T YOU TELL
US WHAT THE HIGHTCLUBS
AN VIEMNA WERE LIKE?

M STOP PRETENDING TO BE 50 SHOCKED! DON'T
WOU REMEMBER HOW SHE WAS? ALWAYS
ING LESSONS!! SHE'S A "REBEL,™ THIS ONE!

IF THERE WERE STILL
NIGHTCLUBS IN TEHR.AH,
I'D BE THERE EVERY MIGHT!

A PART OF ME UMDERSTOOD THEM, WHEN SOMETHING
IS FORBIDDEM, IT TAKES ON A DISPROPORTIONATE |
IMPORTAMNCE, MUCH LATER, | LEARNED THAT MAKING
THEMSELVES UP AND WANTING TO FOLLOW WESTERM
WAYS WAS AN ACT OF RESISTANCE ON THEIR PART.

HEE! HEE!
HEE! HEE!
ME ToO!

BUGHT LS TOGETHER BEFORE,

L MAD A HARD TIME REMEMBERING WHAT HAD

NEVERTHELESS, | FELT TERRIBLY ALOME,

Ky



SOME Davs LATER.

LALEH CcaLLED
FOR “YOU.

GRANDMA WAS RIGHT. | WOULD
HAVE BEEN VERY HAPPY TO SEE
THE KIDS | USED TO PLAY WITH
IN THE STREET.

OH!...MY FRIENDS.. . MY FRIENDS, | FIND THEM ALL $0 UNBEARABLY INANE!

TR
YOU KNOW, IT'S NOT ENTIRELY THEIR FAULT, MO ONE 15 ASKING
THEM TO BE INTELLIGENT! COMPLETELY THE OPPOSITE, IN FACT!

GIVE IT SOME
THOUGHT, MY CHILD.
THERE MUST BE

YoU'D LIKE TO
SPEMND TIME WITH!

+ . JYES! ARASH AMD KlA!
KIA ESPECIALLY, WE HAD 50
MUCH FUM TOGETHER. AND,
HE'S A GUY. HE MUST HAVE
SOME THING O THER THAN
MAKEUP OH HIS MIND.

MOM, DON'T WORRY. WE'RE
ALL GROWN UP NOW, IF | SEE
HIM, WE'RE NOT GOING TO
BREAK WINPOWS, DR ATTACK
PEOPLE WITH MAILS.

IPED TO GO SEE HIM. | LEARNED
AT HIS FAMILY HAD MOVED. MY
THER SET UP AN INQUIRY IN
MNEIGHBORHOOD AND FIMNALLY
D THEIE. TELEPHOME NUMBER,

NO, THIS IS HER MOTHER! ]

07 COULD | PLEASE SPEAK
0 KIA?

LET ME GET HIM ...
KIA' TELEPHOME!

k1A' HI-DD “oU
REMEMBER ME?

AND "MASSA-
CRE RAMIM
WITH HAILS!
DOES THAT
RIMNG A BELL?

HA LHA ) HA)

OH IT'S S0
GOOD TO HEaR
YOUR VOICE!
WHEN CAM WE
SEE EaCH

| WaS RELIEVED. HE DIDH'T SEEM
“ALMOST DEAD™ AT ALL.

E NEXT DAY, | PUT OM MY BEST CLOTHES. IT HAD SNOWED AGAIN,
SPENT TWO HOURS IN TRAFFIC TAMS, ENOUGH TIME TO ASK MYSELF
(ML KINDS OF QUESTIONS: “WHAT IF HE LOST AN EYE?,” “WHAT IF

(ME LOST A LEG?,™ "WHAT IF HE IS HORRIBLY DISFIGURED?™ . . .

WHEH | FINALLY GOT TO HiS
HOUSE, | WASN'T AT ALL SURE
IF | WANTED TO GO IM,

MISS, YOU HAVE TO GET OUT.
T WE'RE THERE.

T

MY MOTHER’S RESPONSE SEEMED
NOR MAL, SHE MEVER REALLY LIKED
HIM. SHE THOUGHT THAT HE WAS
BADLY BROUGHT UP AND ENCOUR.-

| AGED ME_TO DO STUPID THINGS.

Kla WHAT?

WELL, HE WAS CALLED UP FOR
SERVICE BUT HE PREFEREED TO
LEAVE THE COUNTRY ILLEGALLY.

HATEVER HIS STATE, | was
VINCED OF THE TUSTICE OF

AMD THEN WHAT?
IS HE DEAD?

WHAT FLOOR ARE YOU GOING TO?

THE THIRD. I'VE COME TO VISIT
MY CHILDHOOD FRIEMD, KiA ABADI,

YES, WELL,
HOW DO YO
SAY .. .HE
IS DISABLED,

AND WHERE DID HE 407 OH! THAT'S GREAT!
NOWHERE ... THEY ARRESTED
HIM. THEN, LIKE EVERYOME

ELSE, HE WAS REQUIRED TO
DO HIS MILITARY SERVICE . ..

THEY SEANT HIM TO THE
FRONT AND. ..

THE MEIGHBOR'S "THAT'S GREATY

CALMED ME DOWM EVEN MOEE, IF

SOMETHING REALLY SERIOUS HAD

HAPPEMED, HE CERTAINLY WOULDN'T
HAVE SAID THAT.
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L IT'G CRAZY
HOW YOU'VE

CHANGED! . ..
COME IN, PLEASE,
COME IN!

LOOK AT THAT! YOU'VE
BECOME A REAL WOMAN.

AH WELL! WE ALL
EMND UP HAVING

TO ACCEPT
CURSELVES!

en !l
KMNOW THAT
BETTER THAM
ANYOME!

AN IDIOT,
REALLY, WHAT
AN IDIOT

I am!

| QUICKLY CHANGED THE suBled!

o0 You
REMEMBER OUK
FRIEND EAMIN

| ESPECIALLY
REMEMBER US AND
OUR. IROM KNUCKLES!
THE POOR BOY! HE
MUST HAVE BEEN
SCARED SHITLESS!

i« T G T

BLAH BLAH BLAH BLAH BLAH
YES, BLAH BLAH BLAH BLAH '
T SOMETHING TO DRING?
MO, I'M FINE, THANKS.

1M THIRSTY, I'M GOING
TO GET A COKE.

HAT CASE,
I'LL HAVE DNE TO0O.

S

IT WASN'T UHTIL HE WAS OM HIS
WAY TO THE KITCHEM THAT |
MOTICED HE OHLY HAD THE USE OF
HIS RIGHT ARM.

I DIDN'T DARE LOOK AT HIM
AMYWHERE BUT IM THE EYES.

Mp=
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HERE, CAN
YOU HELP ME
PLEASET

OF COURSE!
GIVE ME THAT!

THIS TIME, HE'S THE ONE WHO
SAVED THE SITUATION.

50, YOU'RE BACK FROM
AUSTRIA? HOW WAS IT THERE?

IT WAS FINE, BUT TELL ME MORE
ABOUT YOU, HOW ARE YU DOING?

1*M DOING AS WELL 45 | CAN ...

| WANT TO GO TO THE UNITED

STATES, | HAVE AN UNCLE WHO'S
| 1 poCTOR 1M BOSTON.

THEY'RE GOING TO

MAKE ME TWO
BEAUTIFUL

HERE GUOES. IT'S THE STORY OF
A GUY WHO FINDS HIMSELF AT
THE FRONT DURING THE WAR. A
GREMADE LANDS DIRECTLY ON
HIS HEAD . . .

ONE OF MY FRIENDS TOLD
ME 4 GREAT STORY. DO
YOU WANT TO HEAR IT?

SURE, GO AHEAD, “

'S BLOWN INTO A
AND PIECES ...

+.THE STRETCHER-BEARERS .+ .+ AND RUSH HIM BACK TO
ARRIVE, COLLECT THE PIECES, TEHRAN AT TOP SPEED.
PUT THEM IN A LARGE BAG.. .
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1

LAHND FINALLY, AFTER ONE
HUNDRED FIFTY OPERATIONS AND
AVYEAR AND A HALF OF BANDAGES ...

HE BECAME, ONCE AGAIN, A
WHOLE MAaM.

TO STICKING THE PIECES BACK
TOGETHER, THEY STITCHED
AND STITCHED.

[_Hé ENDED UP LANDING 1N A GOOD
HOSPITAL THERE, THE
DOCTORS SET THEMSELVES

S0 GQOOD. THANKS TO YOU, |
CAN BEGIN A MEW LIFE,

A NND
i

OUR SOM IS E)(CEPT!ONAL!](OUK DAUGHTER IS MAGNIFICENT! ’

[ou, DOCTOR.I'VE NEVER FELT ]

g

TO HELP HIM LEAD HIS 0 ~
HEW LIFE, HIS FamiLy .
DECIDED TO FIMD HIMa
A WIFE. HIS MOTHER
DID THE ROUNDPS OF
THEIE FRIENDS AND
THEIR MEIGHBORS AND
FOUND A RARE PEAEL.

AND AS TRADITION
REQUIRES, THE MAN,
ACCOMPANIED BY HIS
FAPMILY, WENT TO ASK
FOR THE YOUNG GIRL'S
HAND.

AFTER LONG NEGOTIATIONS OVER THE AMOUNT OF THE DOWRY,* THE WEDDING RINGS, THE
DRESS, THE FLOWERS, THE HAIRDRESSER, THE MAKEUP ARTIST, THE WEDDING VIDEO CREW,
THE CATERERS, THE WAITEKS, THE MUGIC[ANS, THE HUMBER. OF GUEST";, THE TWD FAMILIES
REACHED AN AGREEMENT.

ANED

== (ITI"‘S THE MOST BEAUTIFUL DAY OF MY LIFE.J [IJLL LOVE YOU FOREVER.

"IN IRAMN, IT'S THE HUSBAND WHD MUST PAY HIS WIFE A DOIWRY,
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WHAT COMES AFTER THE
WEDDING?

UMM ., | DON'T KMOW . .

AFTER THE WEDDING COMES

STHE HOMEYMOOM NIGHT™

WOUR THING IS ON YOUR HIP,
INSTEAD OF BEING BETWEEN
' YOUR LEGS AND YOU DARE
10 TELL ME THAT “IT’S ND
‘BlG DEAL® 7771

MY DEAR, | CAN'T walT

AMY LONGER!

I'M COMING,

WHY ISH'T IT IN THE RIGHT PLACE?

OH WELL, IT'S NO BiG
DEAL. IT STILL WORKS!

| DON'T WANT TO SEE
ANYTHING! | WAS <oLp
DAMAGED GoOODS!
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OH, YOUR MOTHER WAS RIGHT
TO SAY YOU WERE E)(CE.PTIDHAL,
YOU ARE <0...

| "WANT A DIVORCE AS OF
TOMORROW!




SKIING

IMAGIME THAT! HAY HAD {( HA'HAY Ty AFTER SEVERAL WEEKS, MY FAMILY AND THOSE CLOSE TO ME DECIDI
' HA! HA! " A SH L THAT IT WAS TIME | BENEFITED FROM THEIR GOOD ADVICE:

Ha! HA'! 50 THE GUY! HA! digé‘?”" Y Halt TO TAKE A STEP CE

HA! 50 THE GUY WAS 50

BACK EVEM VOU SHOULD J0IN  YOU SHOULD FIND YOU SHOULD REGISTER FOR SOME
iﬁigs‘slu;ﬂ;! HA! HA! HA! HA! Tn0(1_1_&&1|_| KHEW A GYM. | KNOW  YOURSELF A PREP COURSES. YOU MUST 60 TG
o THAT IT was A GOOD CLUB, GOOD HUSBAND. UNIVERSITY. ’—-""-'
THE OMLY way ~ fou

TO GET CUT OF
MY FUMEK,

M

BUT | DIDN'T WANT TO EXERCISE, OR GET MAREIED, OR STUDY ...

J WE SPENT THE WHOLE AFTER
3 VA HA L HA!

S]] JUST WANTED THEM T0 KNOW THAT | TO0 HAD v FOR THEM TO FEEL SOME COMPASSION FOR ME ...
00PS! CAREFUL'! HOON TALKING AMND J0KING ..
YA HA! Hai

SUFFERED ...

MY LIFE IN VIENMA WAS FAR FROM EASY ... OH MY DEAR, YOU HAVE IT'S FRESH-SQUEEZED ORAN
: J| | SUFFERED T60 MUCH... | JUICE, | MADE IT MYSELF.
JLIVED IN THE STREET. , ¥

1 SPIT UP BLOOD. — l %’i‘;{f‘?ﬂf’ l DO YOU Wi

I Was i @ 230 ONE LOVED Me. @ M5 10 U
S, ALONE. L, < s " 7~

% §=

? -
o .I o a
) : POOR D

vou!

o'y

HA! HAY

THAT DAY, | LEARMNED SOMETHING ESSENTIAL: WE CAN OMLY FEEL
SORRY FOR OURSELVES WHEN OUR MISFORTUNES ARE STILL
SUPPORTABLE . ..

VOU'LL COME SEE ME AGAIN? CERTAINLY, THEY'D HAD TO ENDURE THE WAR, BUT
THEY HAD EACH OTHER CLOSE BY. THEY HAD MEVER
KNOWH THE COMFUSION OF BEING A THIRD-WORLDER.
THEY HAD ALWAYS HAD & HOME!

OF COURSE, I'LL CALL YOU.

) ,\.\

“ |i\-[§l x4 B,

i | SAW HIM THREE OR FOUR TIMES,
gl THEMW HE LEFT FOR THE UNITED
Sl STATES. WE WROTE A LITTLE,

AT THE SAME
TIME, HOW
COULD THEY
HAVE PITIED
ME? | was

S0 SHUT OFF,

| ONTIL TIME TOOK ITS TOLL AND WE ... ONCE THIS LIMIT 1S CROSSED, THE ONLY WAY TO BEAR THE

| LOST TOUCH WITH EACH OTHER. UNBEARABLE IS TO LAUGH AT (T. | KEPT REPEATING TO MYSELF THAT | MUSN'T CRACK U
|

Ml
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| THOUGHT THAT BY
COMIMNG BACK TO IRAM,
EVER Y THING WOULD BE
FINE.

THAT | WOULD FORGET
THE OLD DAYS,

UP WITH ME.

BUT MY PAST CAUGHT

[Mv SecreTs wWelniey
ME DOWN.

| BECAME DEPRESSED.

MARTL, I'M GOING
GROCERY SHOPPING. DO
YOU MEED ANYTHING?

CIGARET TES, PLEASE.,

| RENTED “La DOLCE VITAM
CON'T YOU WANT TO WATCH IT

ENEN MY GRAMDMA COULD MO
LONGER. GET ME TO LAUGH.

TOGETHER?

...HE FARTED! IT SMELLLD
LIKE A DEAD RAT ...

1 WAS ALWAYS IN FRONT OF THE
TV, THERE WAS A JAPAMESE
SERIES, CALLED “OSHINY THAT |
WATCHED OFTEM. IT WAS THE
STORY OF & POOR GIEL WHO CAME
TO WORK IN TOKYO.

AT FIRST, SHE CLEANED HOUSES,
THEM SHE BECAME A HAIRDRESSER
AMND MET A GUY WHOSE MOTHER
WAS OPPOSED TO THEIR MARRIAGE,

YOU ARE MOTHING BUT & HAIR-
DRESSER, YOU AREN'T WORTHY
OF My SOH! GET QUT,
Ly YOU ROTTEN GIRL!

N

HE' | LOVE HiM!

-

| DIDN'T UMDERSTAMD WHY THE MOTHER-
IM-LAW HATED HAIRDRESSERS S0 MUCH,

MUCH LATER, | GOT TOD KMNOW A
GIRL WHO DUBBED TELEVISION
SHOWS, SHE TOLD ME THAT
OSHIN WAS IM FACT A GEISHA amMb
SINCE HER PROFESSION DIDM'T SulT
ISLAMIC MORALS, THE DIRECTOR
OF THE CHANMEL HAD DECIDED
THAT SHE'D BE A HAIRDRESSER

IT WAS BELIEVABLE BECAUSE 0SHIN
AND HER COURTESAN FRIENDS SPEMT
THEIR, TIME MAKIMG CHIGNONS.
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"AECEPTING.

g F0 LIFT ME OUT OF MY DEPRESSION, MY FRIENDS SUGGESTED TAKING ME SKIING. ONE OF THEIR PARENTS
] MAD A CHALET AT DIZINS | DIDN'T WANT TO GO, BUT MY MOTHER INSISTED S0 MUCH THAT | ENDED UP

* A SKI RESORT ABOUT THIRTY MILES FROM TEHRAN,

_:-_"-—..

- -y — R ——

> > — ]
» 5

3 :b:'» —

> o —

YOU KNOW, YOU CAN RENT
EQUIPMENT. IF YOU WANT, WE
CAM TEACH YO0U HOW TO SKL

NO, THANKS, |
AM VERY HAPPY
LIKE THIS,

ACTUALLY, | FELT ON TOP OF
THE WORLD, THE MOUNTAIM,
THE BLUE SKY, THE SUHN, ...
ALL OF IT SUTED ME. LITTLE
BY LITTLE MY HEAD AND MY
SPIRIT TOOK OM SOME COLOR.




EVENING. B o 11 EXHAUSTED!

} AW LOTS OF CUTE GUYS,
TALL, MUSCLED ...

SUPPOSEDLY, IT
HURTS A LOT THE
FIRST TIME.

50, WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN YOU AND A WHORE???

TELL US, HAVE YOU HAD SEX?

WHAT DO YOU MEAN? YOU'VE DONE THE
DEED WITH MANY PEOPLE?

WELL, | MEAN ... I'VE HAD
A FEW EXPERIEMCES

THEY WERE OVERRUN BY HORMONES AND FRUSTRATICH
WHICH EXPLAINED THEIR AGGRESSIVEMNESS TOWARD
ME, TO THEM, | HAD BECOME A DECADEMNT
WESTERN WIMAH.

UNDERNEATH THEIR. OUTWARD APPEARANCE OF BEING
MODERH WOMEN, MY FRIENDS WERE REAL TRADITIONALISTS.

1€

| | RETURNED HOME EVEN MORE
| | DEPRESSED.

OH! YOU'RE S0 TAN. IT LOOKS
GREAT ON You!

IS THERE AMYTHING | CAM DO?

MARJI, TALK TO ME. WHAT'S WRONG? ]

MAYBE YOU SHOULD
SEE SOMEONE ... A
SHRINK, PERHAPS?

|

ADING PSYCHOTHER APIST ...

| FOLLOWED MY MODTHER'S ADVICE. FIRST | SAW A

.o THEN AMOTHER. ...

WHEN | WAS IN

1M ASHAMED OF HAVING DONE NOTHING WITH MY
LIFE ... HAPPILY, MO OME KHOWS THE DETAILS,
FOR. 600D REASON, | DON'T TELL THEM ANYTHING.
I FEEL LIKE I'M CONSTANTLY WEARING &4 MASK,

e

VIENHA, MY LIFE DIPMN'T MATTER

TO AMYOME AMND THAT CBVIOUSLY HAD AM EFFECT
ON MY OWHN SELF-ESTEEM. | WAS REDUCED TO
NOTHING. | THOUGHT THAT IN COMIMNG BACK TO
IRAN, THIS WOULD CHANGE.

VAND STILL AMOTHER. AMD

DOCTOR, I'M NOT
WELL. | HAVE NO
DRIVE. NOTHING
GIVES ME PLEASURE.

YOUR PROBLEM COMES UNDER
THE DOMAIN OF PSYCHIATRY,
YOU SHOULD BE OM MEDICATION.

THANK YOU, DOCTOR,
THANK Y0U!

FINALLY SOMEOMNE HAD FOUND A
CURE FOR MY MALAISE.

THE TABLETS THAT HE PRE-
SCRIBED ME WERE EFFECTIVE .

.. | FELT "wWELL.#
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| WAS OFTEM IN 4 TRANCE.

BUT A% SOON AS THE EFFECT OF THE PILLS WORE OFF
| ONCE AGAIN BECAME CONSCIOUS. MY CALAMITY COULD
BE SUMPMARIZED IN ONE SENTENCE: | WAS NOTHING

I WAS A WESTERMER IN IRAN, AN IR ANIAN IN THE
WEST. | HAD NO IDENTITY. | DIDN'T EVEN KNOW
ANYMORE WHY | WAS LIVING.

S0 | PECIDED TO DIE, A FEW WEEKS
AFTER MY RESOLUTION ...

YOU SAID THAT YOU wWOULD COME
WITH US, TO SEE THE CaSPlaN
SEA ... IF YOU WaNT, WE Can
CANCEL THE TRIP. WE DON'T
MWANT TO LEAVE YOU ...

REALLY,

DAD!
DIDA'T |
MANAGE
IN VIENNA?
ND, IT'S
oKaY, YoU
SHOULD 40!
IN ANY
CASE, |
MNEED TO

THE DAY AFTER THEIR DEPARTURE
| MADE MY AREANGEMENTS.

| HAD SEEM, 1N & FILM, & WOMaN
WHO PRANK WINE BEFORE SLITTIMG
HER WRISTS. MOT HavING ANy
WINE, | DRAMK A HALF BOTTLE
OF VODKA.

AMND SO THEY WENT FOR TEN

] 80 | WAITED UNTIL MY WRIST
! HEALED TO SWALLOW ALL MY
_‘NTI ~-DEPRESSANTS,

| TOLD MYSELF THAT IT WAS THE
LAST TIME | WOULD SEE THE
SUN. | ALSD SPARED A THOUGHT
FOR MY PARENTS.

IT WAS THE END ...

IT’S MY HAND! SHI
I'M STILL ALIVE!

WHEN | WOKE UP, THE DRUGS THAT | HAD TAKEN
GAVE ME SEVERAL HOURS' WORTH OF HALLUCIMNATIONS.

| COULDN'T BRING MYSELF TO PUSH
THE BLADE INTO MY FLESH. | HAD
ALWAYS BEEN VERY AFRAID OF
BLOOD. NEVERTHELESS, SINCE |
WAS DRUNK, | MANAGED TO
GRAZE MYSELF.

AS FOR THE REST, | FOLLOWED THE FILM. | STRETCHED OUT IN & HOT
BATH, WAITIMNG FOR MY BLOOD TO EMPTY QUT, BUT IT KEPT COAGULATING.

'.

IT MUST BE SAID THAT IT'S A LITTLE DIFFICULT TO KILL YOURSELF
WITH A FRUIT KNIFE. WEAPONS WITH BLADES WERE NOT MADE FOR
ME. | NEEDED TO FIND SOMETHIMNG ELSE.
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S0 | WENT TO SEE MY THERAPIST. l
YOU SWALLOWED THEM ALL? ARE YOU SURE? _)

THAT DPOSE SHOULD HAVE :

BEEN EMOUGH TO FINISH \

OFF AN ELEPHANT! ..
a

EVEN THOUGH I'M NOT A

BELIEVER, ASIDE FROM

DIVINE INTERVENTION, I
CAN'T FIND ANY OTHER
EXPLAMATICH FOR YOUR
SURVIVAL

]
| INFERRED FROM THIS THAT |
WAS MOT MADE TO DIE.

FROM MOW ON, I'M
TAKING MYSELF IN HAND,

> O




BODY HAIR BEING AN 0B-
SESSION OF THE ORIENTAL
WOMAN, | BEGAN WITH
HAIR. R‘.EMUVAL

WHEE.

)

Jgid

v dof 7
Vet 'r,

fll l.‘ .l'l
llfii‘('.
Voatileg

ME BEFDRE.

ME AFTER,

AND AS A HEALTHY MIND IS

MORE AND MOR
FOUND INL A HEALTHY BODY, | Z

AND MORE AND MORE,

TOOK UP EXERCISE,

THEMN | GOT RID OF MY
OLD CLOTHES.

AND HAD SOME MEW
CLOTHES MADE.

ORIGINAL SHOES.

A PERMANENT.

| BECAME A SOPHISTICATED WOMAN ...

SHOPPING.

MAKEUP.

S

AND FIVE AND $IX...
AND ONE AND TWO.-

nn
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