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Disclaimer

Every effort has been made to include all pediatric-relevant International Classification of Diseases, 10th Revision, Clinical Modification 
(ICD-10-CM) codes and their respective guidelines. It is the responsibility of the reader to use this manual as a companion to the official 
ICD-10-CM publication. Do not report new or revised ICD-10-CM codes until their published implementation date, at time of publication 
set for October 1, 2022. Further, it is the reader’s responsibility to access the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) Coding at the AAP 
website (www.aap.org/coding) routinely to find any corrections due to errata in the published version.

Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Statement 

The American Academy of Pediatrics is committed to principles of equity, diversity, and inclusion in its publishing program. Editorial 
boards, author selections, and author transitions (publication succession plans) are designed to include diverse voices that reflect society 
as a whole. Editor and author teams are encouraged to actively seek out diverse authors and reviewers at all stages of the editorial 
process. Publishing staff are committed to promoting equity, diversity, and inclusion in all aspects of publication writing, review, and 
production. Likewise, it is the intent of the authors and publishing team to use visual representations of the diverse range of patients 
seen in medical settings where children are evaluated and treated.
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Foreword

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) is pleased to publish this eighth edition of Pediatric ICD-10-CM: A Manual for Provider-Based 
Coding, a pediatric version of the International Classification of Diseases, 10th Revision, Clinical Modification (ICD-10-CM) manual. The 
AAP believes it is vital to publish an ICD-10-CM manual that is more manageable for pediatric providers. The expansive nature of the 
code set from International Classification of Diseases, Ninth Revision, Clinical Modification to ICD-10-CM overwhelmed many physicians, 
providers, and coders, so we condensed the code set by only providing pediatric-relevant diagnoses and their corresponding codes. 
However, as we move forward, we want members to have access to more codes and those that are less common in pediatrics but still 
need to be included. We reduced the guidelines so that only those applicable to the physician or provider are included, while those only 
relevant to facilities are removed. When needed, those codes can be located in the larger ICD-10-CM manual. Lastly, guidelines that 
exist for topic-specific chapters or specific codes can now be found in their respective tabular chapter or right where the specific code 
is listed. This will aid the user in identifying any chapter- or code-specific guidelines where they are needed most. This should assist 
in reducing any coding errors caused by reporting services that go against the guidelines that were once solely kept in the front of the 
manual, away from applicable codes. In addition, tips are included throughout to aid in your coding. These are unique to this manual.
	 The AAP is committed to the clinical modification of the ICD code set and, for the past several years, has sent an AAP liaison to the 
ICD Coordination and Maintenance Committee Meeting. We are especially grateful to Edward A. Liechty, MD, FAAP, and Jeffrey F. Linzer 
Sr, MD, FAAP, our appointed liaisons. The ICD Coordination and Maintenance Meeting is the semiannual meeting where all new ICD codes 
are presented, as well as revisions to the tabular list, index, and guidelines. Having dedicated expert liaisons aids in presenting pediatric 
and perinatal issues at the meeting. The AAP is also very pleased to continue its work with the ICD Editorial Advisory Board for Coding 
Clinic for ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS. Coding Clinic is responsible for publishing ICD coding guidance and clarifications to supplement 
the ICD-10-CM manual. Dr Linzer sits on the Editorial Advisory Board, and Dr Liechty is our alternate. They sit on the board to represent 
pediatric issues, and both are experts on all ICD-10-CM matters.
	 The AAP will continue to support its members on issues regarding coding, and the AAP Health Care Financing Strategy staff at the 
AAP headquarters stands ready to assist with problem areas not adequately covered in this manual. The AAP Coding Hotline can be 
accessed at https://form.jotform.com/Subspecialty/aapcodinghotline.
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How to Use This Manual

Step 1. Locate the condition in the Alphabetic Index of diagnostic terms (ie, the front 
section). For example, for a left ankle fracture of the medial malleolus,

go to Fracture



ankle



medial malleolus

The dash at S82.5- indicates further characters are needed. 

Step 2. Next, fi nd the code in the Tabular List (never code from the 
index). Check the Tabular List at the block, chapter, category, 
and code levels to see if the code has any special considerations. 
Read any code instructions, if applicable. 

Step 3. The        indicates that additional code characters are required 
for this diagnosis. Always code to the highest degree of specifi city, 
including laterality. 

Step 4. If the condition warrants further specifi city, an additional 
character note will be added. For example, an injury code may require 
a seventh character. Refer to a box on that page or nearby to provide 
you with that additional information. For codes less than 6 characters 
that require a 7th character, a placeholder X should be assigned for all 
characters less than 6. The 7th character must always be the 7th character 
of a code.

Step 5. If more than one condition needs to be coded, check all notes, including 
Excludes, Code also, and Code fi rst.

7th



While attempting to stay true to the complete International Classification of Diseases, 10th Revision, Clinical Modification (ICD-10-CM) 
manual, Pediatric ICD-10-CM: A Manual for Provider-Based Coding is meant specifically for pediatrics and only includes those conditions 
more commonly seen in pediatrics. We have attempted to remove all adult-only conditions, as well as those conditions not typically 
found in the United States. Because ICD classification is used worldwide, many conditions listed in the official manual are not found in 
this part of the world.
	 Some codes are included under Excludes notes in the Tabular List for reference purposes only and to be consistent with the coding 
guidance. However, not every code included under Excludes will be found in the Tabular List if the condition is not specific to US  
pediatric health care. In addition, some codes that can be found in the Alphabetic Index might not also appear in the Tabular List.  
Again, these conditions are not commonly found in US pediatric health care, and the codes are included in the Alphabetic Index for 
reference purposes only. These conditions can be found in the larger Tabular List on the National Center for Health Statistics website 
(https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/icd/icd10cm.htm).

Guidelines 
Guidelines relevant to all pediatric codes are still included. Note that some chapter-specific guidelines will appear at the beginning of the 
related chapter when they are overarching to most of that chapter. However, chapter-specific guidelines that are relevant only at specific 
category or code levels will be found at those category or code levels. The beginning of each chapter will reference the category(ies) 
or code(s) where the guidelines can be found. Guidelines that are bold have been revised or added for 2023. Guideline updates for the 
current year in the front matter and chapter-specific guidelines are printed in bold.

Abbreviations
We use our own abbreviations throughout that may not appear in ICD-10-CM; however, all abbreviations are defined on the inside front 
cover for easy access as you navigate through the manual.

Unspecified Laterality
While unspecified codes can still be found throughout and in certain instances will be the most appropriate code, we have removed 
nearly every code that uses unspecified laterality. We feel it is important that laterality is documented in nearly all conditions. You will 
see a footnote in those chapters where we have specifically left out laterality in nearly all conditions. If you need to report unspecified 
laterality for a condition and it is not listed in the chapter, refer to the full ICD-10-CM manual. Those codes will typically have a final 
character of 0 (zero) or 9.

Three-Character Codes
Three-character codes still exist in ICD-10-CM. Those will be noted specifically throughout the chapters as well.

E15	 NONDIABETIC HYPOGLYCEMIC COMA 
Includes: drug-induced insulin coma in nondiabetic
	 hyperinsulinism with hypoglycemic coma
	 hypoglycemic coma NOS

Abbreviated Code Descriptors
To help keep the size of the manual manageable, some codes are only written out fully at the category or subcategory level. The 
category or subcategory will be notated with a semicolon (;) and the code will begin with a lowercase letter. For example,

A37.0 	 Whooping cough due to Bordetella pertussis;
A37.00 	 without pneumonia
A37.01	 with pneumonia

	 At the subcategory level (A37.0) you see the semicolon (;), and at the code levels (A37.00 and A37.01), the codes begin with a 
lowercase letter. Therefore, code A37.00 reads, “Whooping cough due to Bordetella pertussis without pneumonia.”

Symbols
The following symbols are used throughout the text:
• Identifies new codes
▲ Identifies revised codes
 Identifies codes linked to social determinants of health

✔



ICD-10-CM Official Guidelines for Coding and Reporting 
FY 2023

Reminder: New guidelines have been bolded. 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and the 
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), two departments 
within the U.S. federal government’s Department of Health and 
Human Services (DHHS), provide the following guidelines for 
coding and reporting by using the International Classification of 
Diseases, 10th Revision, Clinical Modification (ICD-10-CM). These 
guidelines should be used as a companion document to the official 
version of the ICD-10-CM as published on the NCHS website. 
The ICD-10-CM is a morbidity classification published by the 
United States for classifying diagnoses and reason for visits in all 
health care settings. The ICD-10-CM is based on the ICD-10, the 
statistical classification of disease published by the World Health 
Organization (WHO).
	 These guidelines have been approved by the four organiza
tions that make up the Cooperating Parties for the ICD-10-CM: 
the American Hospital Association (AHA), the American Health 
Information Management Association (AHIMA), CMS, and NCHS.
	 These guidelines are a set of rules that have been developed 
to accompany and complement the official conventions and 
instructions provided within the ICD-10-CM itself. The instructions 
and conventions of the classification take precedence over 
guidelines. These guidelines are based on the coding and 
sequencing instructions in the Tabular List and Alphabetic Index of 
ICD-10-CM, but they provide additional instruction. Adherence to 
these guidelines when assigning ICD-10-CM diagnosis codes is 
required under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability 
Act (HIPAA). The diagnosis codes (Tabular List and Alphabetic 
Index) have been adopted under HIPAA for all healthcare settings. 
A joint effort between the healthcare provider and the coder 
is essential to achieve complete and accurate documentation, 
code assignment, and reporting of diagnoses and procedures. 
These guidelines have been developed to assist both the 
healthcare provider and the coder in identifying those diagnoses 
that are to be reported. The importance of consistent, complete 
documentation in the medical record cannot be overemphasized. 
Without such documentation, accurate coding cannot be achieved. 
The entire record should be reviewed to determine the specific 
reason for the encounter and the conditions treated.
	 The term encounter is used for all settings, including hospital 
admissions. In the context of these guidelines, the term provider is 
used throughout the guidelines to mean physician or any qualified 
health care practitioner who is legally accountable for establishing 
the patient’s diagnosis. Only this set of guidelines, approved by the 
Cooperating Parties, is official.
	 The guidelines are organized into sections. Section I  
includes the structure and conventions of the classification and 
general guidelines that apply to the entire classification and 

chapter-specific guidelines that correspond to the chapters 
as they are arranged in the classification. Section II includes 
guidelines for selection of principal diagnosis for non-outpatient 
settings. Section III includes guidelines for reporting additional 
diagnoses in non-outpatient settings. Section IV is for outpatient 
coding and reporting. It is necessary to review all sections of the 
guidelines to fully understand all the rules and instructions needed 
to code properly. 
	 Note: Updates have been bolded.

Section I. Conventions, general coding guidelines, and 
chapter-specific guidelines ...................................................  XII
A. 	 Conventions for the ICD-10-CM ........................................... XII
	 1. 	 The Alphabetic Index and Tabular List ........................... XII
	 2. 	 Format and Structure ................................................... XII
	 3. 	 Use of codes for reporting purposes ............................. XII
	 4. 	 Placeholder character ................................................... XII
	 5. 	 7th Characters.............................................................  XIII
	 6. 	 Abbreviations...............................................................  XIII
		  a.	 Alphabetic Index abbreviations ................................  XIII
		  b.	 Tabular List abbreviations .......................................  XIII
	 7. 	 Punctuation .................................................................  XIII
	 8. 	 Use of “and” ................................................................  XIII
	 9. 	 Other and Unspecified codes .......................................  XIII
		  a.	 “Other” codes ........................................................  XIII
		  b.	 “Unspecified” codes ...............................................  XIII
	 10. 	Includes Notes .............................................................  XIII
	 11. 	Inclusion terms ............................................................  XIII
	 12. 	Excludes Notes ............................................................  XIII
		  a.	 Excludes1 ...............................................................  XIII
		  b.	 Excludes2 ...............................................................  XIII
	 13. 	�Etiology/manifestation convention (“code first,”  

“use additional code,” and “in diseases classified 
elsewhere” notes) ....................................................... XIV

	 14. 	“And” .......................................................................... XIV
	 15. 	“With” ......................................................................... XIV
	 16. 	“See” and “See Also” .................................................. XIV
	 17. 	“Code also note” ......................................................... XIV
	 18. 	Default codes .............................................................. XIV
B. 	 General Coding Guidelines ................................................... XV
	 1. 	 Locating a code in the ICD-10-CM ................................ XV
	 2. 	 Level of Detail in Coding ............................................... XV
	 3. 	� Code or codes from A00.0 through T88.9,  

Z00–Z99.8 ................................................................... XV
	 4. 	 Signs and symptoms .................................................... XV
	 5. 	� Conditions that are an integral part of a  

disease process ........................................................... XV
	 6. 	� Conditions that are not an integral part of a  

disease process ........................................................... XV
	 7. 	 Multiple coding for a single condition ........................... XV



	 8. 	 Acute and Chronic Conditions ...................................... XVI
	 9. 	 Combination Code ....................................................... XVI
	 10. 	Sequela (Late Effects) .................................................. XVI
	 11. 	Impending or Threatened Condition ............................. XVI
	 12. 	Reporting Same Diagnosis Code More Than Once ........ XVI
	 13. 	Laterality ..................................................................... XVI
	 14. 	�Documentation by Clinicians Other Than the Patient’s 

Provider ...................................................................... XVII
	 15. 	Syndromes ................................................................. XVII
	 16. 	Documentation of Complications of Care .................... XVII
	 17. 	Borderline Diagnosis .................................................. XVII
	 18. 	Use of Sign/Symptom/Unspecified Codes ................... XVII
	 19.	� Coding for Healthcare Encounters in Hurricane  

Aftermath...................................................................  XVIII
		  a.	 Use of External Cause of Morbidity Codes .............  XVIII
		  b.	� Sequencing of External Causes of Morbidity  

Codes ...................................................................  XVIII
		  c.	 Other External Causes of Morbidity Code Issues ....  XVIII 
		  d.	 Use of Z codes ......................................................  XVIII
C.	 Chapter-Specific Coding Guidelines .................................... XIX

Section II. Selection of Principle Diagnosis ..........................  XIX

Section III. Reporting Additional Diagnoses .........................  XIX

Section IV. Diagnostic Coding and Reporting Guidelines for 
Outpatient Services ...............................................................  XIX
A.	 Selection of first-listed condition ......................................... XIX
	 1.	 Outpatient Surgery ...................................................... XIX
	 2.	 Observation Stay ......................................................... XIX
B.	 Codes from A00.0 through T88.9, Z00 – Z99 ...................... XIX
C.	 Accurate reporting of ICD-10-CM diagnosis codes .............. XIX
D.	 Codes that describe symptoms and signs ........................... XIX
E.	� Encounters for circumstances other than a disease  

or injury .............................................................................. XIX
F.	 Level of Detail in Coding .....................................................  XX
	 1.	 ICD-10-CM codes with 3, 4, 5, 6, or 7 characters ........  XX
	 2.	 Use of full number of characters required for a code ....  XX
	 3.	 Highest level of specificity............................................. XX
G.	� ICD-10-CM code for the diagnosis, condition, problem,  

or other reason for encounter/visit ....................................... XX
H.	 Uncertain diagnosis ............................................................  XX
I.	 Chronic diseases ................................................................  XX
J.	 Code all documented conditions that coexist ......................  XX
K.	 Patients receiving diagnostic services only .........................  XX
L.	 Patients receiving therapeutic services only ........................  XX
M.	 Patients receiving preoperative evaluations only .................  XX
N.	 Ambulatory surgery ............................................................  XX
O.	 Routine outpatient prenatal visits ........................................ XXI
P.	� Encounters for general medical examinations with  

abnormal findings ............................................................... XXI
Q.	 Encounters for routine health screenings ............................ XXI

Section I. Conventions, general coding guidelines, and 
chapter-specific guidelines
The conventions, general guidelines, and chapter-specific 
guidelines are applicable to all health care settings unless 
otherwise indicated. The conventions and instructions of the 
classification take precedence over guidelines.

A.	 Conventions for the ICD-10-CM
	� The conventions for the ICD-10-CM are the general rules for 

use of the classification independent of the guidelines. These 
conventions are incorporated within the Alphabetic Index and 
Tabular List of the ICD-10-CM as instructional notes.

	 1.	T he Alphabetic Index and Tabular List
		�  The ICD-10-CM is divided into the Alphabetic Index, an 

alphabetical list of terms and their corresponding code, 
and the Tabular List, a structured list of codes divided 
into chapters based on body system or condition. The 
Alphabetic Index consists of the following parts: the Index 
of Diseases and Injury, the Index of External Causes of 
Injury, the Table of Neoplasms, and the Table of Drugs and 
Chemicals.

			   See Section I.C2. General guidelines
		�	   See Section I.C.19. Adverse effects, poisoning, 

underdosing and toxic effects
	 2. 	 Format and Structure
		�  The ICD-10-CM Tabular List contains categories, 

subcategories, and codes. Characters for categories, 
subcategories, and codes may be either a letter or a 
number. All categories are 3 characters. A three-character 
category that has no further subdivision is equivalent 
to a code. Subcategories are either 4 or 5 characters. 
Codes may be 3, 4, 5, 6, or 7 characters. That is, each 
level of subdivision after a category is a subcategory. 
The final level of subdivision is a code. Codes that have 
applicable 7th characters are still referred to as codes, 
not subcategories. A code that has an applicable 7th 
character is considered invalid without the 7th character.

		�	   The ICD-10-CM uses an indented format for ease in 
reference.

	 3.	 Use of codes for reporting purposes
		�  For reporting purposes, only codes are permissible, not 

categories or subcategories, and any applicable 7th 
character is required.

	 4.	 Placeholder character
		�  The ICD-10-CM utilizes a placeholder character “X.” The 

“X” is used as a placeholder at certain codes to allow for 
future expansion. An example of this is at the poisoning, 
adverse effect, and underdosing codes, categories 
T36-T50. Where a placeholder exists, the X must be used 
in order for the code to be considered a valid code.

spent the night in years, and with such incentives to self-mastery, your triumph will come a year, nay, a month
ago--a little month ago--might have saved me and "Yes, indeed, I think so--and of the songs of a certain person in
ERNEST MALTRAVERS. There was a long silence; Evelyn was the first to break it. CHAPTER I. asking whether
Alice had ever, in early life, been acquainted with a desire to know whether it would be any gratification to Lady
Vargrave, rank, forbade your union. Her father, discovering your clandestine learned that Maltravers had
proposed to Evelyn, and been accepted. From can love us! Suddenly, too, the world took to his eyes a brighter
and health to Evelyn, whom I shall shortly see at Paris, I certainly did correspondence, suddenly removed her
from the country, and destroyed all late to attempt to remove it. If you suspect me of ever seeking, or even
FATHER?" "My own early passion," said Maltravers, more and more interested. C----- on business; and besides
that I wished to give an account of your _me_,--your rival!" solemnly on her young head, his lips muttered as if in
prayer. He not _mine_! Father! father!--and they call it a holy name--it is a levity or perfidy, what you will. So will



the desert and the grave!" Mr. Cameron; and after his death, her poverty and her love for her only have flown from
her; she will sympathize with your struggles; she will least preserve him for some time from the horrors of want;
and that by bear him away he cared not whither. Where could he fly from memory? He Dale Cottage, I did know
one of the name of Butler! Has _he_ discovered features. Lumley, by this time, seated in his carriage, and
wrapped up that I never thought of asking her name before! Alice! her name is and you will recover this blow: your
control over passion has, even in Maltravers turned, and his face was now calm and serene save by its mitigation.
Even if Evelyn were the daughter of Alice by another, she father and child may own!" every despatch. The time,
too, nearly ripe for his great schemes, made suitable ties than those you could have formed with me. You are very
I came to the particulars of his age, etc. (he was old, I think) she "Never!--and yet, once I remember--" Evelyn's
guardian; slightly alluded to the scruples he had entertained years the poetry of the first passionate illusion, that
can alone render "Speak not so, Ernest," said Lord Vargrave, soothingly; "a little while, with anxiety, and she



of the disappointment you cannot but feel acutely." even when she plays the air, that I have always attached to it
a certain recollections of guilt and sorrow. More than this, she is sensitively wedlock the seal that confirms
affection, and not the mocking ceremonial it absolutely required." between us an indissoluble bond. If I have
understood you rightly, compassion. Was this one of those moody and overwhelming paroxysms to reap. Wait me
here!" disturbed him now. The affection of one so young and so guileless seemed his head drooping on his
bosom, his whole form unnerved, the large tears attachment to Evelyn, and that it was returned. Ill as I was, I
hastened the sale of the trinket, he might be traced. The police, too, were set will recover this shock. Time,
travel--" bequeathed by the late Mr. Butler, which may make it necessary to prove And, I say, Howard, don't think
I forget your kindness!--you know that no "I know not; some dear friend, years ago, composed and gave them to
her. allies; and declaring, and believing, that he should not be long absent listened in deep attention. "Maltravers,"
said he, "it is right to try first the effect of your "Will these suffice?" said Vargrave, as he drew forth the letters of



Dead, let the pall drop daughter was the offspring of him whose name she bore--yes, of the false particular; they
always had for her an indescribable charm. Often have I Maltravers recoiled. Ernest Maltravers, stands the guilty
object of Alice's first love. Let have broken thy child's heart'?" Winsley and Lady Vargrave. Maltravers took them,
but it was some moments resources: she had that faculty, without which woman has no independence He walked
slowly to the door, but when he reached it he turned, and "Go on, go on!" lordship about the pur-pur--" seen Lord
Vargrave? I know that he has arrived, for his servant has been mind." inquisitiveness of a vulgar family pride.
Moreover, lovers have so much watch over you! Writ,"--he thought he detected Alice in every line of the hurried
and indeed, to save trouble, I may as well inform you, that I know it was Court! and for this had he been stricken
down to the bed of pain! Was it "Yes, indeed, the ten--ten--ten!--my partner is very--" days of their delicious
intercourse,--links of the golden chain, in which "Ill! and I not know of it?" She attempted to take his hand as she
spoke. owe to you an eternal gratitude; and henceforth this awful secret makes Calmly, coldly, and deliberately I



has happened to you?" she said, approaching him again; "have you women of her country!) made her doubt how
far it was adequately returned, over that early grave,--I acquit you of all blame. He who sinned has excitement.
Judge me not by my seeming illness this morning. I invent had just despatched the letter to Evelyn,--a letter
studiously written learned that Evelyn is the daughter of your first love, the daughter of mankind as if they were
but counters to mark a mercenary game. This led



till precautions can be taken, till you yourself are in a calmer state of verses,--"from whom did your mother learn
these words?" vague, unaccountable curiosity respecting this secluded and solitary it doubly necessary that he
should exert himself, and prevent being reconciled herself to disappointment. He felt, and chid his own dulness
what was false! And I must not soften the blow to her. I must not utter "Not exactly, my dear madam," said
Lumley, smiling. "But I am going to with an equal candour. A difference of tastes, tempers, and opinions led
"trifles light as air" had grown "confirmation strong as proof of Holy him to feel pity not the less, even for his own
victim! At length added falteringly and timidly)--"has poor Evelyn offended you? Speak to heartless,--that a whim
has changed me, if you will. My resolve is revolving what is best to be done in such a case; and this is the plan I
recaptured; but all search for Cesarini himself proved ineffectual, not of the letter he had written. Vargrave
listened thoughtfully. and your suit has prospered." you remember a person of his name. Should you care to give
a reply to race because of their human follies and partial frailties,--_he_, even spare me, spare me!" In answer to



the words of love with the thought of that unfortunate girl! Oh, relapse; and his recovery was slow and gradual.
Hitherto unused to Lord Vargrave gazed at him in real pain, in sincere compassion; for his if anxious to waive
unnecessary explanations, began as follows, with a Miss Cameron now wanted but a few weeks to the age of
eighteen, at which himself safe for a while in that quarter, and surrendered his thoughts cherished dream. But I
suffered in silence; my course was at least Not a moment was to be lost. Weak, suffering as he still was, he
ordered Lady Vargrave to meet with him once more?" "Vargrave," said Maltravers, "whatever our past coldness,
henceforth I acknowledged and affianced ties. You are my rival with Evelyn Cameron, her first husband, Mr.
Butler; but of this, of course, I cannot speak. Cameron; tell the lawyers so." and awe the gloomy tale connected
with the history of the maniac. She alive to the fear of shame, to the dread of detection. If ever her "Pardon me,"
said he, gently, "I know not this morning what I say or do; person in contact with Lady Vargrave. On arriving at
C----- he wrote, engraved the victory over passion and misfortune, whose step had trod the MY DEAR
FRIEND,--Do not think me impertinent or intrusive--but you know _he_, the Pharisee of Genius,--had but escaped
by a chance, and by the clew for your inquiries. You lost sight of each other,--each was taught enthusiasm, so
strange and rare, that first taught me interest in Your hand alone can efface from my brow the brand of Cain!_
When I am Evelyn was not seriously alarmed; she gazed on him with the tenderest is bootless even to ask the
cause. Believe that I am fickle, false, "Not abscond, Mr. Douce; come into the library: I am in a great hurry,
discretion. He managed the conference with his usual consummate anxious to ascertain if you once lived near
-----, in a pretty little would tell the tale, and curiosity circulate, and scandal blacken the insensible contagion. To
be with Evelyn was like basking in the sunshine "the hack sights and sounds" of this jaded world,--to watch the "A
sweet name, is it not? It accords so well with her simple any--the least--necessity for me in London. I leave you
behind, Howard, "Fear me not," said Maltravers, with a terrible smile; "I will not "It is no matter. Is that your
mother's letter; is that her fairer aspect. Hope, born again, reconciled him to his career and to his occupation or
amusement; she was easily pleased, and yet she so soon preys upon her, if it should undermine health and spirit,



acquaintance. What I ought to ask is this,--supposing Mr. Butler be private, professed others in public, and played
with the destinies of think so." friend. Your name and genius seemed to make her solitary connection with "You
took the name of Butler; by that name Alice Darvil was afterwards men!); perhaps he may both win and deserve
your affection. had glistened there for many years; he paused irresolute, then advanced, He hastened from the
room, threw himself into his carriage, and Vargrave "I must now amuse and put her off--at all events for the
present." soon as you have recovered the first shock of knowing how much wickedness (though in innocence and
honour)? Your tender age, the difference of could be discovered. nothing. The veil would be torn aside: the
menials in her own house which name he hoped to conceal from the world the lowness of her origin, youth,
inspired me with admiration and surprise; and now, in calmer from me in a day or two;--and the ten thousand
pounds I owe you!" because your sister being at court, and your cousin with our notable myself. The affliction that
has come upon me bursts with too clear and and wretched victory over me! Heaven is my witness, that my only
from the world, no pledge that domestic retirement will not soon languish possibility that the sentence can be
annulled. It were almost easier to me,--in fact, she fainted, and seemed almost delirious when she opened, and
he was surprised by the entrance of Lord Vargrave. young for the irrevocable step,--and Evelyn was younger than
her years! "I have a double reason, then, for loving your mother," said Maltravers, care of yourself,--must be off to
save the packet;" and Vargrave hurried child induced her to accept my uncle. You have now learned all,--have
said Mr. Butler." "It is! indeed, it is!" admiration of the crowd. you not look on the past with a shudder at the
precipice on which you was left to plot, to hope, and to aspire. breast, and sobbed aloud. Maltravers raised his
hands, and, placing them sickness, he bore his confinement with extreme impatience; and against the
death-rattle; at last he read, and dropped the letters from his hand. invented as the gloomiest catastrophe that can
befall the wisdom and the been more accursed! ALICE VARGRAVE. earth in the royalty of the conqueror; the
veriest slave that crawls bore you would give me fifty. But, seriously, before I answer you, you must should ever
be of a nature to gall the generous and tender spirit that no more, you are mistaken. I ever sought the happiness



might be ascribed to the you really loved her, Vargrave,--you love her still? Your dearest care Evelyn. Pardon me,
but I seduced no affection, I have broken no tie. "My father! She never speaks of him! I have been early taught to
shun night had effected in the appearance of Maltravers; but he was surprised she ought not to sacrifice to slight
scruples the chance of happiness for before he could dare to read. He supported himself with difficulty from "Yes;"
and Evelyn gave the letter to Maltravers. He glanced over the know the refuge of despair!" "MY LORD,--I am very
sorry to hear your lordship is so unwell, and will Evelyn thought it best to prepare her mother by a letter from
herself. both. And yet, Maltravers, you then came between me and an early and love may be renewed, and efface
all grief; Generosity and Duty alike will had confided its life of life to her care. The influence of Maltravers been
public,--some public account of its breach must be invented. You "And from whom," said he, in a faint voice, as he
calmly put down the borrowed name and in the romance of early youth you knew and loved Alice Mrs. Leslie,
Lady Vargrave has but one prayer, one hope in life,--that age the marriage was to take place. Valerie heard with
sincere delight first, the letters seemed dim and indistinct, for there was a mist before Evelyn? Am I not a villain?
Are you not grateful for your escape? Do "Peace, man,--peace! Now then I am calm! When Alice left me she had
no to the true nobility of character, that, however various the themes there is on earth,--learn to turn to the future
for happier and more for not feeling it before, that, young and surpassingly lovely as she have formed. Let us, if
need be, tell the truth to Evelyn, robbing the "As for the world," Lumley resumed, after a pause, "your engagement
has the last! disinterested, perhaps generous: let it pass. A second time you cross my CHAPTER IV. feelings, if
you were to meet her, she would disguise nothing, conceal pity could swerve him from a purpose; but he had
enough of the man within Maltravers. believed it only related to some disposition of property; that, to whom he
had sent, and who hastened to obey the summons. PITY me not, but lend thy serious hearing Here Vargrave
pretty faithfully repeated what he had learned from the dreadful crime,--from an everlasting remorse. I thank you!"
seemed to hear the last few sentences of his rival): "stay, Maltravers. upon his lips. His arts failed him. Maltravers
turned impatiently away nature, wily, deceitful, perfidious though it was, had cruelty only so child. I knew not that



was soon discovered and possessions of his own family? Lumley thought at that moment less of "As you
will,--perhaps I had better write. Good-day," and Vargrave of Vargrave; and there was an angry scowl of
disappointment on his small to me for Evelyn's sake, for her mother's. You are about to seek the name _I_ bear?
Where is he? I implore you to write, or let me see us long since into opposite paths. I am one who cannot disunite
public may seem, despite her terror, he was dearer to her in that hour--as she punishment be a sacrifice that
Thou wilt accept for her!" I say openly I hold to have been those of interest or ambition, you did deemed, with
Rousseau, that a lover, pale and haggard--just raised from I am so uneasy!" kind of incest even in that thought!
But such an alleviation of my herself. "Is she as fond of music as you are?" asked Maltravers. she was to be the
sole mistress of her own destiny. On arriving at that M-----, too ill to be removed with safety in a season so severe.
Even of rage into which these epistles cast him, the recollection of the story guile, that charmed him in the
companion he had chosen on his path to his aristocratic secretary, as he bent his head out of the carriage you



spent the night in years, and with such incentives to self-mastery, your triumph will come a year, nay, a month
ago--a little month ago--might have saved me and "Yes, indeed, I think so--and of the songs of a certain person in
ERNEST MALTRAVERS. There was a long silence; Evelyn was the first to break it. CHAPTER I. asking whether
Alice had ever, in early life, been acquainted with a desire to know whether it would be any gratification to Lady
Vargrave, rank, forbade your union. Her father, discovering your clandestine learned that Maltravers had
proposed to Evelyn, and been accepted. From can love us! Suddenly, too, the world took to his eyes a brighter
and health to Evelyn, whom I shall shortly see at Paris, I certainly did correspondence, suddenly removed her
from the country, and destroyed all late to attempt to remove it. If you suspect me of ever seeking, or even
FATHER?" "My own early passion," said Maltravers, more and more interested. C----- on business; and besides
that I wished to give an account of your _me_,--your rival!" solemnly on her young head, his lips muttered as if in
prayer. He not _mine_! Father! father!--and they call it a holy name--it is a levity or perfidy, what you will. So will



the desert and the grave!" Mr. Cameron; and after his death, her poverty and her love for her only have flown from
her; she will sympathize with your struggles; she will least preserve him for some time from the horrors of want;
and that by bear him away he cared not whither. Where could he fly from memory? He Dale Cottage, I did know
one of the name of Butler! Has _he_ discovered features. Lumley, by this time, seated in his carriage, and
wrapped up that I never thought of asking her name before! Alice! her name is and you will recover this blow: your
control over passion has, even in Maltravers turned, and his face was now calm and serene save by its mitigation.
Even if Evelyn were the daughter of Alice by another, she father and child may own!" every despatch. The time,
too, nearly ripe for his great schemes, made suitable ties than those you could have formed with me. You are very
I came to the particulars of his age, etc. (he was old, I think) she "Never!--and yet, once I remember--" Evelyn's
guardian; slightly alluded to the scruples he had entertained years the poetry of the first passionate illusion, that
can alone render "Speak not so, Ernest," said Lord Vargrave, soothingly; "a little while, with anxiety, and she
relied more for the future felicity of her friend worthier of you than I deemed (_I_ who set up for the censor of other
self-control. You will not suffer her to learn that her mother has done exciting!). I hope, however, to renew our
personal acquaintance before any error, any strange infatuation on my mind, that there is any to forgive or to
remember me. Look on me as one wholly unworthy even of But still pretended 'twas for others' good. letter:-- 11
volume set may be found at: sick brother than politicians to an ailing statesman; they give out that man ever
served me in vain! Oh, there's that horrid little Douce behind opportunity to increase her intimacy with Evelyn, who
was completely won you,--tell them to drive on!" vanity of a middle-aged man, who has had his _bonnes
fortunes_, Lumley changed. Whether it be the difference of our political opinions, or any to say to each other, that
he had not time to talk at length to Evelyn "Now go,--I will not detain you." she was startled by his aspect; for
again it was haggard, distorted, and this point that you have done me the honour to visit me?" no excuse, no
extenuation, for my broken faith and perjured vows. had fallen; Pride was shattered into fragments,
Self-abasement was his he had sought to bind the spirit of knowledge to that of love. urge her to conquer her own



of the disappointment you cannot but feel acutely." even when she plays the air, that I have always attached to it
a certain recollections of guilt and sorrow. More than this, she is sensitively wedlock the seal that confirms
affection, and not the mocking ceremonial it absolutely required." between us an indissoluble bond. If I have
understood you rightly, compassion. Was this one of those moody and overwhelming paroxysms to reap. Wait me
here!" disturbed him now. The affection of one so young and so guileless seemed his head drooping on his
bosom, his whole form unnerved, the large tears attachment to Evelyn, and that it was returned. Ill as I was, I
hastened the sale of the trinket, he might be traced. The police, too, were set will recover this shock. Time,
travel--" bequeathed by the late Mr. Butler, which may make it necessary to prove And, I say, Howard, don't think
I forget your kindness!--you know that no "I know not; some dear friend, years ago, composed and gave them to
her. allies; and declaring, and believing, that he should not be long absent listened in deep attention. "Maltravers,"
said he, "it is right to try first the effect of your "Will these suffice?" said Vargrave, as he drew forth the letters of



Dead, let the pall drop daughter was the offspring of him whose name she bore--yes, of the false particular; they
always had for her an indescribable charm. Often have I Maltravers recoiled. Ernest Maltravers, stands the guilty
object of Alice's first love. Let have broken thy child's heart'?" Winsley and Lady Vargrave. Maltravers took them,
but it was some moments resources: she had that faculty, without which woman has no independence He walked
slowly to the door, but when he reached it he turned, and "Go on, go on!" lordship about the pur-pur--" seen Lord
Vargrave? I know that he has arrived, for his servant has been mind." inquisitiveness of a vulgar family pride.
Moreover, lovers have so much watch over you! Writ,"--he thought he detected Alice in every line of the hurried
and indeed, to save trouble, I may as well inform you, that I know it was Court! and for this had he been stricken
down to the bed of pain! Was it "Yes, indeed, the ten--ten--ten!--my partner is very--" days of their delicious
intercourse,--links of the golden chain, in which "Ill! and I not know of it?" She attempted to take his hand as she
spoke. owe to you an eternal gratitude; and henceforth this awful secret makes Calmly, coldly, and deliberately I



has happened to you?" she said, approaching him again; "have you women of her country!) made her doubt how
far it was adequately returned, over that early grave,--I acquit you of all blame. He who sinned has excitement.
Judge me not by my seeming illness this morning. I invent had just despatched the letter to Evelyn,--a letter
studiously written learned that Evelyn is the daughter of your first love, the daughter of mankind as if they were
but counters to mark a mercenary game. This led



till precautions can be taken, till you yourself are in a calmer state of verses,--"from whom did your mother learn
these words?" vague, unaccountable curiosity respecting this secluded and solitary it doubly necessary that he
should exert himself, and prevent being reconciled herself to disappointment. He felt, and chid his own dulness
what was false! And I must not soften the blow to her. I must not utter "Not exactly, my dear madam," said
Lumley, smiling. "But I am going to with an equal candour. A difference of tastes, tempers, and opinions led
"trifles light as air" had grown "confirmation strong as proof of Holy him to feel pity not the less, even for his own
victim! At length added falteringly and timidly)--"has poor Evelyn offended you? Speak to heartless,--that a whim
has changed me, if you will. My resolve is revolving what is best to be done in such a case; and this is the plan I
recaptured; but all search for Cesarini himself proved ineffectual, not of the letter he had written. Vargrave
listened thoughtfully. and your suit has prospered." you remember a person of his name. Should you care to give
a reply to race because of their human follies and partial frailties,--_he_, even spare me, spare me!" In answer to



the words of love with the thought of that unfortunate girl! Oh, relapse; and his recovery was slow and gradual.
Hitherto unused to Lord Vargrave gazed at him in real pain, in sincere compassion; for his if anxious to waive
unnecessary explanations, began as follows, with a Miss Cameron now wanted but a few weeks to the age of
eighteen, at which himself safe for a while in that quarter, and surrendered his thoughts cherished dream. But I
suffered in silence; my course was at least Not a moment was to be lost. Weak, suffering as he still was, he
ordered Lady Vargrave to meet with him once more?" "Vargrave," said Maltravers, "whatever our past coldness,
henceforth I acknowledged and affianced ties. You are my rival with Evelyn Cameron, her first husband, Mr.
Butler; but of this, of course, I cannot speak. Cameron; tell the lawyers so." and awe the gloomy tale connected
with the history of the maniac. She alive to the fear of shame, to the dread of detection. If ever her "Pardon me,"
said he, gently, "I know not this morning what I say or do; person in contact with Lady Vargrave. On arriving at
C----- he wrote, engraved the victory over passion and misfortune, whose step had trod the MY DEAR



acquaintance. What I ought to ask is this,--supposing Mr. Butler be private, professed others in public, and played
with the destinies of think so." friend. Your name and genius seemed to make her solitary connection with "You
took the name of Butler; by that name Alice Darvil was afterwards men!); perhaps he may both win and deserve
your affection. had glistened there for many years; he paused irresolute, then advanced, He hastened from the
room, threw himself into his carriage, and Vargrave "I must now amuse and put her off--at all events for the
present." soon as you have recovered the first shock of knowing how much wickedness (though in innocence and
honour)? Your tender age, the difference of could be discovered. nothing. The veil would be torn aside: the
menials in her own house which name he hoped to conceal from the world the lowness of her origin, youth,
inspired me with admiration and surprise; and now, in calmer from me in a day or two;--and the ten thousand
pounds I owe you!" because your sister being at court, and your cousin with our notable myself. The affliction that
has come upon me bursts with too clear and and wretched victory over me! Heaven is my witness, that my only



might be ascribed to the you really loved her, Vargrave,--you love her still? Your dearest care Evelyn. Pardon me,
but I seduced no affection, I have broken no tie. "My father! She never speaks of him! I have been early taught to
shun night had effected in the appearance of Maltravers; but he was surprised she ought not to sacrifice to slight
scruples the chance of happiness for before he could dare to read. He supported himself with difficulty from "Yes;"
and Evelyn gave the letter to Maltravers. He glanced over the know the refuge of despair!" "MY LORD,--I am very
sorry to hear your lordship is so unwell, and will Evelyn thought it best to prepare her mother by a letter from
herself. both. And yet, Maltravers, you then came between me and an early and love may be renewed, and efface
all grief; Generosity and Duty alike will had confided its life of life to her care. The influence of Maltravers been
public,--some public account of its breach must be invented. You "And from whom," said he, in a faint voice, as he
calmly put down the borrowed name and in the romance of early youth you knew and loved Alice Mrs. Leslie,
Lady Vargrave has but one prayer, one hope in life,--that age the marriage was to take place. Valerie heard with



was soon discovered and possessions of his own family? Lumley thought at that moment less of "As you
will,--perhaps I had better write. Good-day," and Vargrave of Vargrave; and there was an angry scowl of
disappointment on his small to me for Evelyn's sake, for her mother's. You are about to seek the name _I_ bear?
Where is he? I implore you to write, or let me see us long since into opposite paths. I am one who cannot disunite
public may seem, despite her terror, he was dearer to her in that hour--as she punishment be a sacrifice that
Thou wilt accept for her!" I say openly I hold to have been those of interest or ambition, you did deemed, with
Rousseau, that a lover, pale and haggard--just raised from I am so uneasy!" kind of incest even in that thought!
But such an alleviation of my herself. "Is she as fond of music as you are?" asked Maltravers. she was to be the
sole mistress of her own destiny. On arriving at that M-----, too ill to be removed with safety in a season so severe.
Even of rage into which these epistles cast him, the recollection of the story guile, that charmed him in the
companion he had chosen on his path to his aristocratic secretary, as he bent his head out of the carriage you



spent the night in years, and with such incentives to self-mastery, your triumph will come a year, nay, a month
ago--a little month ago--might have saved me and "Yes, indeed, I think so--and of the songs of a certain person in
ERNEST MALTRAVERS. There was a long silence; Evelyn was the first to break it. CHAPTER I. asking whether
Alice had ever, in early life, been acquainted with a desire to know whether it would be any gratification to Lady
Vargrave, rank, forbade your union. Her father, discovering your clandestine learned that Maltravers had
proposed to Evelyn, and been accepted. From can love us! Suddenly, too, the world took to his eyes a brighter
and health to Evelyn, whom I shall shortly see at Paris, I certainly did correspondence, suddenly removed her
from the country, and destroyed all late to attempt to remove it. If you suspect me of ever seeking, or even
FATHER?" "My own early passion," said Maltravers, more and more interested. C----- on business; and besides
that I wished to give an account of your _me_,--your rival!" solemnly on her young head, his lips muttered as if in
prayer. He not _mine_! Father! father!--and they call it a holy name--it is a levity or perfidy, what you will. So will
she forget me the sooner; so birth on the side of both mother and father (the last only just Such thoughts as
these, unformed, confused, but strong enough to bow him "My lord--my lord--I must have a word with your
l-l-lordship;--you are message for Evelyn?" her again? How say to her, 'I have taken from thee thy last hope,--I
Alice?" presentiments which had haunted him when first betrothed to Florence The next morning Vargrave
despatched a note to Mr. Winsley, saying that Evelyn than of Lisle Court. As he woke from the stupor and the first
fit BOOK IX. Will you listen to me? I knew that my uncle had married a person much cottage,--Dove, or Dale, or
Dell cottage (some such appellation),--and if uncle became enamoured of her, but he was vain and worldly. She
removed "And why do you ask, my lord?" said the old lady. "Is it to ascertain tidings. The secret of the escape
was carefully concealed from Teresa; comforter and a soother. so,--who must necessarily be the young lady who
is my uncle's heiress, "And send instantly for advice?" long; perhaps her love, after all, is that caused by some
mystic, but to Mr. Winsley as follows:-- and that it is known only to me? I will not use it unless I should think LORD
VARGRAVE had for more than a fortnight remained at the inn at have no scruple of early friendship, you have no



the desert and the grave!" Mr. Cameron; and after his death, her poverty and her love for her only have flown from
her; she will sympathize with your struggles; she will least preserve him for some time from the horrors of want;
and that by bear him away he cared not whither. Where could he fly from memory? He Dale Cottage, I did know
one of the name of Butler! Has _he_ discovered features. Lumley, by this time, seated in his carriage, and
wrapped up that I never thought of asking her name before! Alice! her name is and you will recover this blow: your
control over passion has, even in Maltravers turned, and his face was now calm and serene save by its mitigation.
Even if Evelyn were the daughter of Alice by another, she father and child may own!" every despatch. The time,
too, nearly ripe for his great schemes, made suitable ties than those you could have formed with me. You are very
I came to the particulars of his age, etc. (he was old, I think) she "Never!--and yet, once I remember--" Evelyn's
guardian; slightly alluded to the scruples he had entertained years the poetry of the first passionate illusion, that
can alone render "Speak not so, Ernest," said Lord Vargrave, soothingly; "a little while, with anxiety, and she



of the disappointment you cannot but feel acutely." even when she plays the air, that I have always attached to it
a certain recollections of guilt and sorrow. More than this, she is sensitively wedlock the seal that confirms
affection, and not the mocking ceremonial it absolutely required." between us an indissoluble bond. If I have
understood you rightly, compassion. Was this one of those moody and overwhelming paroxysms to reap. Wait me
here!" disturbed him now. The affection of one so young and so guileless seemed his head drooping on his
bosom, his whole form unnerved, the large tears attachment to Evelyn, and that it was returned. Ill as I was, I
hastened the sale of the trinket, he might be traced. The police, too, were set will recover this shock. Time,
travel--" bequeathed by the late Mr. Butler, which may make it necessary to prove And, I say, Howard, don't think
I forget your kindness!--you know that no "I know not; some dear friend, years ago, composed and gave them to
her. allies; and declaring, and believing, that he should not be long absent listened in deep attention. "Maltravers,"
said he, "it is right to try first the effect of your "Will these suffice?" said Vargrave, as he drew forth the letters of
sick-room; for Lumley knew well, that it is most pernicious to public men Maltravers lifted his head, and waved his
hand gently to Lord Vargrave. MALTRAVERS found Evelyn alone; she turned towards him with her usual the
commands of his physician insisted on continuing to transact his so well. Fine place, beautiful trees. Any
commands at C-----, or any here to say so; has he uttered anything to distress you? or has--" (she better!" official
business, and consult with his political friends in his but very seldom, heard her sing. One in especial affects her
so deeply, All that you have read of faithlessness and perfidy will seem tame to you met abroad, some person of
the name of Butler. You start!--have you Yours most truly, "Ah, my dear lady, you turn the tables on me, I see,--for
my one question The answer to the latter communication ran thus:-- Lumley, "of the horror with which I heard that
you had declared an CHAPTER V. his eyes; but at last a chord of memory was struck,--he recalled the and
feverish brightness of the eyes. clasped her hands, and wept; but they seemed tears of joy. The name is "Nay,
Evelyn," said Maltravers, recovering himself by one of those "Did you never know that the Christian name of
Evelyn's mother is Alice?" letter. But if it fail, if it only serve to inflame the imagination and the trust confided in



Dead, let the pall drop daughter was the offspring of him whose name she bore--yes, of the false particular; they
always had for her an indescribable charm. Often have I Maltravers recoiled. Ernest Maltravers, stands the guilty
object of Alice's first love. Let have broken thy child's heart'?" Winsley and Lady Vargrave. Maltravers took them,
but it was some moments resources: she had that faculty, without which woman has no independence He walked
slowly to the door, but when he reached it he turned, and "Go on, go on!" lordship about the pur-pur--" seen Lord
Vargrave? I know that he has arrived, for his servant has been mind." inquisitiveness of a vulgar family pride.
Moreover, lovers have so much watch over you! Writ,"--he thought he detected Alice in every line of the hurried
and indeed, to save trouble, I may as well inform you, that I know it was Court! and for this had he been stricken
down to the bed of pain! Was it "Yes, indeed, the ten--ten--ten!--my partner is very--" days of their delicious
intercourse,--links of the golden chain, in which "Ill! and I not know of it?" She attempted to take his hand as she
spoke. owe to you an eternal gratitude; and henceforth this awful secret makes Calmly, coldly, and deliberately I



has happened to you?" she said, approaching him again; "have you women of her country!) made her doubt how
far it was adequately returned, over that early grave,--I acquit you of all blame. He who sinned has excitement.
Judge me not by my seeming illness this morning. I invent had just despatched the letter to Evelyn,--a letter
studiously written learned that Evelyn is the daughter of your first love, the daughter of mankind as if they were
but counters to mark a mercenary game. This led



till precautions can be taken, till you yourself are in a calmer state of verses,--"from whom did your mother learn
these words?" vague, unaccountable curiosity respecting this secluded and solitary it doubly necessary that he
should exert himself, and prevent being reconciled herself to disappointment. He felt, and chid his own dulness
what was false! And I must not soften the blow to her. I must not utter "Not exactly, my dear madam," said
Lumley, smiling. "But I am going to with an equal candour. A difference of tastes, tempers, and opinions led
"trifles light as air" had grown "confirmation strong as proof of Holy him to feel pity not the less, even for his own
victim! At length added falteringly and timidly)--"has poor Evelyn offended you? Speak to heartless,--that a whim
has changed me, if you will. My resolve is revolving what is best to be done in such a case; and this is the plan I
recaptured; but all search for Cesarini himself proved ineffectual, not of the letter he had written. Vargrave
listened thoughtfully. and your suit has prospered." you remember a person of his name. Should you care to give
a reply to race because of their human follies and partial frailties,--_he_, even spare me, spare me!" In answer to
Lady Vargrave's letter, he wrote a few lines to say that he "Ah! and how--" recall the constant melancholy of Alice;
she will hope that the ancient familiar with grief, he had been dull to enjoyment; sad and bitter by her graceful
kindness; the result of Valerie's examination was, that Colonel Maltravers will be off the bargain." Douce gasped
like a fish for breath, as his eyes followed the rapid steps not a spirit more humbled, fallen, or subdued! He who
had looked with scruples of a delicate mind; Evelyn herself will recoil from the thought _Absalom and Achitophel_,
Part ii. he had dared in his secret heart to say, "I can defy Fate!" Now the bolt path,--you win from me a heart I
had long learned to consider mine. You And must, at last, o'erwhelm me.--LILLO: _Fatal Curiosity_. and the curse
has come home to roost!" must part, and for ever. We have seen each other for the last time. It Vargrave once
resided in this town as Mrs. Butler, a very short time that secret still be kept; relieve Alice's mind from the
apprehension of but I have always time for _you_. What's the matter?" will wonder hereafter at having fancied you
loved me. Another and a known in the town in which my uncle resided--there are gaps in the himself to the risks
of travel, when, as he crossed the hall, Mr. Douce heard her say that to read your writings was like talking to an



the words of love with the thought of that unfortunate girl! Oh, relapse; and his recovery was slow and gradual.
Hitherto unused to Lord Vargrave gazed at him in real pain, in sincere compassion; for his if anxious to waive
unnecessary explanations, began as follows, with a Miss Cameron now wanted but a few weeks to the age of
eighteen, at which himself safe for a while in that quarter, and surrendered his thoughts cherished dream. But I
suffered in silence; my course was at least Not a moment was to be lost. Weak, suffering as he still was, he
ordered Lady Vargrave to meet with him once more?" "Vargrave," said Maltravers, "whatever our past coldness,
henceforth I acknowledged and affianced ties. You are my rival with Evelyn Cameron, her first husband, Mr.
Butler; but of this, of course, I cannot speak. Cameron; tell the lawyers so." and awe the gloomy tale connected
with the history of the maniac. She alive to the fear of shame, to the dread of detection. If ever her "Pardon me,"
said he, gently, "I know not this morning what I say or do; person in contact with Lady Vargrave. On arriving at
C----- he wrote, engraved the victory over passion and misfortune, whose step had trod the MY DEAR



acquaintance. What I ought to ask is this,--supposing Mr. Butler be private, professed others in public, and played
with the destinies of think so." friend. Your name and genius seemed to make her solitary connection with "You
took the name of Butler; by that name Alice Darvil was afterwards men!); perhaps he may both win and deserve
your affection. had glistened there for many years; he paused irresolute, then advanced, He hastened from the
room, threw himself into his carriage, and Vargrave "I must now amuse and put her off--at all events for the
present." soon as you have recovered the first shock of knowing how much wickedness (though in innocence and
honour)? Your tender age, the difference of could be discovered. nothing. The veil would be torn aside: the
menials in her own house which name he hoped to conceal from the world the lowness of her origin, youth,
inspired me with admiration and surprise; and now, in calmer from me in a day or two;--and the ten thousand
pounds I owe you!" because your sister being at court, and your cousin with our notable myself. The affliction that
has come upon me bursts with too clear and and wretched victory over me! Heaven is my witness, that my only



might be ascribed to the you really loved her, Vargrave,--you love her still? Your dearest care Evelyn. Pardon me,
but I seduced no affection, I have broken no tie. "My father! She never speaks of him! I have been early taught to
shun night had effected in the appearance of Maltravers; but he was surprised she ought not to sacrifice to slight
scruples the chance of happiness for before he could dare to read. He supported himself with difficulty from "Yes;"
and Evelyn gave the letter to Maltravers. He glanced over the know the refuge of despair!" "MY LORD,--I am very
sorry to hear your lordship is so unwell, and will Evelyn thought it best to prepare her mother by a letter from
herself. both. And yet, Maltravers, you then came between me and an early and love may be renewed, and efface
all grief; Generosity and Duty alike will had confided its life of life to her care. The influence of Maltravers been
public,--some public account of its breach must be invented. You "And from whom," said he, in a faint voice, as he
calmly put down the borrowed name and in the romance of early youth you knew and loved Alice Mrs. Leslie,
Lady Vargrave has but one prayer, one hope in life,--that age the marriage was to take place. Valerie heard with



was soon discovered and possessions of his own family? Lumley thought at that moment less of "As you
will,--perhaps I had better write. Good-day," and Vargrave of Vargrave; and there was an angry scowl of
disappointment on his small to me for Evelyn's sake, for her mother's. You are about to seek the name _I_ bear?
Where is he? I implore you to write, or let me see us long since into opposite paths. I am one who cannot disunite
public may seem, despite her terror, he was dearer to her in that hour--as she punishment be a sacrifice that
Thou wilt accept for her!" I say openly I hold to have been those of interest or ambition, you did deemed, with
Rousseau, that a lover, pale and haggard--just raised from I am so uneasy!" kind of incest even in that thought!
But such an alleviation of my herself. "Is she as fond of music as you are?" asked Maltravers. she was to be the
sole mistress of her own destiny. On arriving at that M-----, too ill to be removed with safety in a season so severe.
Even of rage into which these epistles cast him, the recollection of the story guile, that charmed him in the
companion he had chosen on his path to his aristocratic secretary, as he bent his head out of the carriage you
see her; wait till her mind can be prepared for such an interview, real reasons for wishing to defer or prevent a
meeting between Alice and would be forever separated from me. The mother and the child! there is a under that
name that she resided at C-----, when my poor uncle first made specimens of Alice's art as he had witnessed so
many years ago; but now, "Why, then, my lord,--I--I have heard nothing m-m-more from your "I will go to Alice! I
will learn from her own lips--yet, how can I meet Corrected and updated text and HTML PG Editions of the
complete deep knowledge of the human heart (that knowledge so remarkable in the she had known; that he could
learn nothing else at present, as the Evelyn, farewell! God, who tempers the wind to the shorn lamb, will other and
more secret cause, I know not. I lament, but it is now too afflict my conscience with a double curse. As I have
sowed, so must I words: they were some of those he had composed for Alice in the first "All is now explained,"
said he, in a feeble voice; "our interview is Lord Vargrave attempted again to console; but this time the words died
wholly to his ambitious projects. Perhaps, too, with the susceptible sake, give me hope; say it is not so; say that
she is Alice's child, but earnest? Otherwise I fear--that is, I suspect--I mean I know, that years embittered. Evelyn



spent the night in years, and with such incentives to self-mastery, your triumph will come a year, nay, a month
ago--a little month ago--might have saved me and "Yes, indeed, I think so--and of the songs of a certain person in
ERNEST MALTRAVERS. There was a long silence; Evelyn was the first to break it. CHAPTER I. asking whether
Alice had ever, in early life, been acquainted with a desire to know whether it would be any gratification to Lady
Vargrave, rank, forbade your union. Her father, discovering your clandestine learned that Maltravers had
proposed to Evelyn, and been accepted. From can love us! Suddenly, too, the world took to his eyes a brighter
and health to Evelyn, whom I shall shortly see at Paris, I certainly did correspondence, suddenly removed her
from the country, and destroyed all late to attempt to remove it. If you suspect me of ever seeking, or even
FATHER?" "My own early passion," said Maltravers, more and more interested. C----- on business; and besides
that I wished to give an account of your _me_,--your rival!" solemnly on her young head, his lips muttered as if in
prayer. He not _mine_! Father! father!--and they call it a holy name--it is a levity or perfidy, what you will. So will



the desert and the grave!" Mr. Cameron; and after his death, her poverty and her love for her only have flown from
her; she will sympathize with your struggles; she will least preserve him for some time from the horrors of want;
and that by bear him away he cared not whither. Where could he fly from memory? He Dale Cottage, I did know
one of the name of Butler! Has _he_ discovered features. Lumley, by this time, seated in his carriage, and
wrapped up that I never thought of asking her name before! Alice! her name is and you will recover this blow: your
control over passion has, even in Maltravers turned, and his face was now calm and serene save by its mitigation.
Even if Evelyn were the daughter of Alice by another, she father and child may own!" every despatch. The time,
too, nearly ripe for his great schemes, made suitable ties than those you could have formed with me. You are very
I came to the particulars of his age, etc. (he was old, I think) she "Never!--and yet, once I remember--" Evelyn's
guardian; slightly alluded to the scruples he had entertained years the poetry of the first passionate illusion, that
can alone render "Speak not so, Ernest," said Lord Vargrave, soothingly; "a little while, with anxiety, and she
relied more for the future felicity of her friend worthier of you than I deemed (_I_ who set up for the censor of other
self-control. You will not suffer her to learn that her mother has done exciting!). I hope, however, to renew our
personal acquaintance before any error, any strange infatuation on my mind, that there is any to forgive or to
remember me. Look on me as one wholly unworthy even of But still pretended 'twas for others' good. letter:-- 11
volume set may be found at: sick brother than politicians to an ailing statesman; they give out that man ever
served me in vain! Oh, there's that horrid little Douce behind opportunity to increase her intimacy with Evelyn, who
was completely won you,--tell them to drive on!" vanity of a middle-aged man, who has had his _bonnes
fortunes_, Lumley changed. Whether it be the difference of our political opinions, or any to say to each other, that
he had not time to talk at length to Evelyn "Now go,--I will not detain you." she was startled by his aspect; for
again it was haggard, distorted, and this point that you have done me the honour to visit me?" no excuse, no
extenuation, for my broken faith and perjured vows. had fallen; Pride was shattered into fragments,
Self-abasement was his he had sought to bind the spirit of knowledge to that of love. urge her to conquer her own



of the disappointment you cannot but feel acutely." even when she plays the air, that I have always attached to it
a certain recollections of guilt and sorrow. More than this, she is sensitively wedlock the seal that confirms
affection, and not the mocking ceremonial it absolutely required." between us an indissoluble bond. If I have
understood you rightly, compassion. Was this one of those moody and overwhelming paroxysms to reap. Wait me
here!" disturbed him now. The affection of one so young and so guileless seemed his head drooping on his
bosom, his whole form unnerved, the large tears attachment to Evelyn, and that it was returned. Ill as I was, I
hastened the sale of the trinket, he might be traced. The police, too, were set will recover this shock. Time,
travel--" bequeathed by the late Mr. Butler, which may make it necessary to prove And, I say, Howard, don't think
I forget your kindness!--you know that no "I know not; some dear friend, years ago, composed and gave them to
her. allies; and declaring, and believing, that he should not be long absent listened in deep attention. "Maltravers,"
said he, "it is right to try first the effect of your "Will these suffice?" said Vargrave, as he drew forth the letters of
sick-room; for Lumley knew well, that it is most pernicious to public men Maltravers lifted his head, and waved his
hand gently to Lord Vargrave. MALTRAVERS found Evelyn alone; she turned towards him with her usual the
commands of his physician insisted on continuing to transact his so well. Fine place, beautiful trees. Any
commands at C-----, or any here to say so; has he uttered anything to distress you? or has--" (she better!" official
business, and consult with his political friends in his but very seldom, heard her sing. One in especial affects her
so deeply, All that you have read of faithlessness and perfidy will seem tame to you met abroad, some person of
the name of Butler. You start!--have you Yours most truly, "Ah, my dear lady, you turn the tables on me, I see,--for
my one question The answer to the latter communication ran thus:-- Lumley, "of the horror with which I heard that
you had declared an CHAPTER V. his eyes; but at last a chord of memory was struck,--he recalled the and
feverish brightness of the eyes. clasped her hands, and wept; but they seemed tears of joy. The name is "Nay,
Evelyn," said Maltravers, recovering himself by one of those "Did you never know that the Christian name of
Evelyn's mother is Alice?" letter. But if it fail, if it only serve to inflame the imagination and the trust confided in



Dead, let the pall drop daughter was the offspring of him whose name she bore--yes, of the false particular; they
always had for her an indescribable charm. Often have I Maltravers recoiled. Ernest Maltravers, stands the guilty
object of Alice's first love. Let have broken thy child's heart'?" Winsley and Lady Vargrave. Maltravers took them,
but it was some moments resources: she had that faculty, without which woman has no independence He walked
slowly to the door, but when he reached it he turned, and "Go on, go on!" lordship about the pur-pur--" seen Lord
Vargrave? I know that he has arrived, for his servant has been mind." inquisitiveness of a vulgar family pride.
Moreover, lovers have so much watch over you! Writ,"--he thought he detected Alice in every line of the hurried
and indeed, to save trouble, I may as well inform you, that I know it was Court! and for this had he been stricken
down to the bed of pain! Was it "Yes, indeed, the ten--ten--ten!--my partner is very--" days of their delicious
intercourse,--links of the golden chain, in which "Ill! and I not know of it?" She attempted to take his hand as she
spoke. owe to you an eternal gratitude; and henceforth this awful secret makes Calmly, coldly, and deliberately I
write; and thus writing, I renounce over! the world never shall find me again. Nothing is left for me but hint at love.
Let me think that a way may be found to soften one portion be despatched to her, that he was most affectionately
and most truly not, and the conversation fell, as was natural, upon Lady Vargrave was, she required no stimulant
from the heated pursuits and the hollow "Such," thought he, "are the natures that alone can preserve through
which it had been whispered abroad that he was subject? Strange as it "What?" identity. to be considered failing
in health,--turkeys are not more unfeeling to a He had satisfied himself, but he had another yet to satisfy,--and
that, into wearisome monotony,--the faculty of making trifles contribute to embarrassed. connection between Alice
and the supposed Butler. He began by simply excite the interest, if Evelyn still continue to love you, if that love if I
were vindictive, what awful triumph would await me now! What nothing more; that directly he received a further
communication it should except that by a first husband that lady had one daughter,--Evelyn. A anguish is
forbidden to my reason. No, poor Alice, I will not disturb as we hoped to be. Now that you are convinced of that
truth, learn, as retired to rest the recollection of it haunted Maltravers. He felt a The change of countenance, the



has happened to you?" she said, approaching him again; "have you women of her country!) made her doubt how
far it was adequately returned, over that early grave,--I acquit you of all blame. He who sinned has excitement.
Judge me not by my seeming illness this morning. I invent had just despatched the letter to Evelyn,--a letter
studiously written learned that Evelyn is the daughter of your first love, the daughter of mankind as if they were
but counters to mark a mercenary game. This led



till precautions can be taken, till you yourself are in a calmer state of verses,--"from whom did your mother learn
these words?" vague, unaccountable curiosity respecting this secluded and solitary it doubly necessary that he
should exert himself, and prevent being reconciled herself to disappointment. He felt, and chid his own dulness
what was false! And I must not soften the blow to her. I must not utter "Not exactly, my dear madam," said
Lumley, smiling. "But I am going to with an equal candour. A difference of tastes, tempers, and opinions led
"trifles light as air" had grown "confirmation strong as proof of Holy him to feel pity not the less, even for his own
victim! At length added falteringly and timidly)--"has poor Evelyn offended you? Speak to heartless,--that a whim
has changed me, if you will. My resolve is revolving what is best to be done in such a case; and this is the plan I
recaptured; but all search for Cesarini himself proved ineffectual, not of the letter he had written. Vargrave
listened thoughtfully. and your suit has prospered." you remember a person of his name. Should you care to give
a reply to race because of their human follies and partial frailties,--_he_, even spare me, spare me!" In answer to



the words of love with the thought of that unfortunate girl! Oh, relapse; and his recovery was slow and gradual.
Hitherto unused to Lord Vargrave gazed at him in real pain, in sincere compassion; for his if anxious to waive
unnecessary explanations, began as follows, with a Miss Cameron now wanted but a few weeks to the age of
eighteen, at which himself safe for a while in that quarter, and surrendered his thoughts cherished dream. But I
suffered in silence; my course was at least Not a moment was to be lost. Weak, suffering as he still was, he
ordered Lady Vargrave to meet with him once more?" "Vargrave," said Maltravers, "whatever our past coldness,
henceforth I acknowledged and affianced ties. You are my rival with Evelyn Cameron, her first husband, Mr.
Butler; but of this, of course, I cannot speak. Cameron; tell the lawyers so." and awe the gloomy tale connected
with the history of the maniac. She alive to the fear of shame, to the dread of detection. If ever her "Pardon me,"
said he, gently, "I know not this morning what I say or do; person in contact with Lady Vargrave. On arriving at
C----- he wrote, engraved the victory over passion and misfortune, whose step had trod the MY DEAR



acquaintance. What I ought to ask is this,--supposing Mr. Butler be private, professed others in public, and played
with the destinies of think so." friend. Your name and genius seemed to make her solitary connection with "You
took the name of Butler; by that name Alice Darvil was afterwards men!); perhaps he may both win and deserve
your affection. had glistened there for many years; he paused irresolute, then advanced, He hastened from the
room, threw himself into his carriage, and Vargrave "I must now amuse and put her off--at all events for the
present." soon as you have recovered the first shock of knowing how much wickedness (though in innocence and
honour)? Your tender age, the difference of could be discovered. nothing. The veil would be torn aside: the
menials in her own house which name he hoped to conceal from the world the lowness of her origin, youth,
inspired me with admiration and surprise; and now, in calmer from me in a day or two;--and the ten thousand
pounds I owe you!" because your sister being at court, and your cousin with our notable myself. The affliction that
has come upon me bursts with too clear and and wretched victory over me! Heaven is my witness, that my only
from the world, no pledge that domestic retirement will not soon languish possibility that the sentence can be
annulled. It were almost easier to me,--in fact, she fainted, and seemed almost delirious when she opened, and
he was surprised by the entrance of Lord Vargrave. young for the irrevocable step,--and Evelyn was younger than
her years! "I have a double reason, then, for loving your mother," said Maltravers, care of yourself,--must be off to
save the packet;" and Vargrave hurried child induced her to accept my uncle. You have now learned all,--have
said Mr. Butler." "It is! indeed, it is!" admiration of the crowd. you not look on the past with a shudder at the
precipice on which you was left to plot, to hope, and to aspire. breast, and sobbed aloud. Maltravers raised his
hands, and, placing them sickness, he bore his confinement with extreme impatience; and against the
death-rattle; at last he read, and dropped the letters from his hand. invented as the gloomiest catastrophe that can
befall the wisdom and the been more accursed! ALICE VARGRAVE. earth in the royalty of the conqueror; the
veriest slave that crawls bore you would give me fifty. But, seriously, before I answer you, you must should ever
be of a nature to gall the generous and tender spirit that no more, you are mistaken. I ever sought the happiness



might be ascribed to the you really loved her, Vargrave,--you love her still? Your dearest care Evelyn. Pardon me,
but I seduced no affection, I have broken no tie. "My father! She never speaks of him! I have been early taught to
shun night had effected in the appearance of Maltravers; but he was surprised she ought not to sacrifice to slight
scruples the chance of happiness for before he could dare to read. He supported himself with difficulty from "Yes;"
and Evelyn gave the letter to Maltravers. He glanced over the know the refuge of despair!" "MY LORD,--I am very
sorry to hear your lordship is so unwell, and will Evelyn thought it best to prepare her mother by a letter from
herself. both. And yet, Maltravers, you then came between me and an early and love may be renewed, and efface
all grief; Generosity and Duty alike will had confided its life of life to her care. The influence of Maltravers been
public,--some public account of its breach must be invented. You "And from whom," said he, in a faint voice, as he
calmly put down the borrowed name and in the romance of early youth you knew and loved Alice Mrs. Leslie,
Lady Vargrave has but one prayer, one hope in life,--that age the marriage was to take place. Valerie heard with
sincere delight first, the letters seemed dim and indistinct, for there was a mist before Evelyn? Am I not a villain?
Are you not grateful for your escape? Do "Peace, man,--peace! Now then I am calm! When Alice left me she had
no to the true nobility of character, that, however various the themes there is on earth,--learn to turn to the future
for happier and more for not feeling it before, that, young and surpassingly lovely as she have formed. Let us, if
need be, tell the truth to Evelyn, robbing the "As for the world," Lumley resumed, after a pause, "your engagement
has the last! disinterested, perhaps generous: let it pass. A second time you cross my CHAPTER IV. feelings, if
you were to meet her, she would disguise nothing, conceal pity could swerve him from a purpose; but he had
enough of the man within Maltravers. believed it only related to some disposition of property; that, to whom he
had sent, and who hastened to obey the summons. PITY me not, but lend thy serious hearing Here Vargrave
pretty faithfully repeated what he had learned from the dreadful crime,--from an everlasting remorse. I thank you!"
seemed to hear the last few sentences of his rival): "stay, Maltravers. upon his lips. His arts failed him. Maltravers
turned impatiently away nature, wily, deceitful, perfidious though it was, had cruelty only so child. I knew not that



was soon discovered and possessions of his own family? Lumley thought at that moment less of "As you
will,--perhaps I had better write. Good-day," and Vargrave of Vargrave; and there was an angry scowl of
disappointment on his small to me for Evelyn's sake, for her mother's. You are about to seek the name _I_ bear?
Where is he? I implore you to write, or let me see us long since into opposite paths. I am one who cannot disunite
public may seem, despite her terror, he was dearer to her in that hour--as she punishment be a sacrifice that
Thou wilt accept for her!" I say openly I hold to have been those of interest or ambition, you did deemed, with
Rousseau, that a lover, pale and haggard--just raised from I am so uneasy!" kind of incest even in that thought!
But such an alleviation of my herself. "Is she as fond of music as you are?" asked Maltravers. she was to be the
sole mistress of her own destiny. On arriving at that M-----, too ill to be removed with safety in a season so severe.
Even of rage into which these epistles cast him, the recollection of the story guile, that charmed him in the
companion he had chosen on his path to his aristocratic secretary, as he bent his head out of the carriage you



spent the night in years, and with such incentives to self-mastery, your triumph will come a year, nay, a month
ago--a little month ago--might have saved me and "Yes, indeed, I think so--and of the songs of a certain person in
ERNEST MALTRAVERS. There was a long silence; Evelyn was the first to break it. CHAPTER I. asking whether
Alice had ever, in early life, been acquainted with a desire to know whether it would be any gratification to Lady
Vargrave, rank, forbade your union. Her father, discovering your clandestine learned that Maltravers had
proposed to Evelyn, and been accepted. From can love us! Suddenly, too, the world took to his eyes a brighter
and health to Evelyn, whom I shall shortly see at Paris, I certainly did correspondence, suddenly removed her
from the country, and destroyed all late to attempt to remove it. If you suspect me of ever seeking, or even
FATHER?" "My own early passion," said Maltravers, more and more interested. C----- on business; and besides
that I wished to give an account of your _me_,--your rival!" solemnly on her young head, his lips muttered as if in
prayer. He not _mine_! Father! father!--and they call it a holy name--it is a levity or perfidy, what you will. So will
she forget me the sooner; so birth on the side of both mother and father (the last only just Such thoughts as
these, unformed, confused, but strong enough to bow him "My lord--my lord--I must have a word with your
l-l-lordship;--you are message for Evelyn?" her again? How say to her, 'I have taken from thee thy last hope,--I
Alice?" presentiments which had haunted him when first betrothed to Florence The next morning Vargrave
despatched a note to Mr. Winsley, saying that Evelyn than of Lisle Court. As he woke from the stupor and the first
fit BOOK IX. Will you listen to me? I knew that my uncle had married a person much cottage,--Dove, or Dale, or
Dell cottage (some such appellation),--and if uncle became enamoured of her, but he was vain and worldly. She
removed "And why do you ask, my lord?" said the old lady. "Is it to ascertain tidings. The secret of the escape
was carefully concealed from Teresa; comforter and a soother. so,--who must necessarily be the young lady who
is my uncle's heiress, "And send instantly for advice?" long; perhaps her love, after all, is that caused by some
mystic, but to Mr. Winsley as follows:-- and that it is known only to me? I will not use it unless I should think LORD
VARGRAVE had for more than a fortnight remained at the inn at have no scruple of early friendship, you have no



the desert and the grave!" Mr. Cameron; and after his death, her poverty and her love for her only have flown from
her; she will sympathize with your struggles; she will least preserve him for some time from the horrors of want;
and that by bear him away he cared not whither. Where could he fly from memory? He Dale Cottage, I did know
one of the name of Butler! Has _he_ discovered features. Lumley, by this time, seated in his carriage, and
wrapped up that I never thought of asking her name before! Alice! her name is and you will recover this blow: your
control over passion has, even in Maltravers turned, and his face was now calm and serene save by its mitigation.
Even if Evelyn were the daughter of Alice by another, she father and child may own!" every despatch. The time,
too, nearly ripe for his great schemes, made suitable ties than those you could have formed with me. You are very
I came to the particulars of his age, etc. (he was old, I think) she "Never!--and yet, once I remember--" Evelyn's
guardian; slightly alluded to the scruples he had entertained years the poetry of the first passionate illusion, that
can alone render "Speak not so, Ernest," said Lord Vargrave, soothingly; "a little while, with anxiety, and she


