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Pat Buchanan was a conservative journalisc who worked in the Nixon and Reagan administrations before running for the Republican presidential
nomination in 1992. Although he lost che nomination to George H.W. Bush, he was invited to speak at that year’s Republican National Conven-

tion, where he delivered a fiery address criticizing liberals and declaring a “culture war” at the heart of American life.

My friends, like many of you, last month I watched that giant masquerade ball up at Madison Square Garden, where 20,000 liberals and radicals

came dressed up as moderates and centrists in the greatest single exhibition of cross-dressing in American political history.

You know, one by one the prophets of doom appeared at the podium. The Reagan decade, they moaned, was a terrible time in America, and they
said the only way to prevent worse times is to turn our country’s fate and our country’s fucure over to the Party that gave us McGovern, Mondale,
Carter, and Michael Dukakis. Where do they find these leaders? No way, my friends. The American people are not going to go back to the discred-
ited liberalism of the 19605 and the failed liberalism of the 19705, no matter how slick the package in 1992.

‘The presidency, my friends,is aso an office that Theodore Roosevelt called America’s “bully pulpit.” Harry Truman said it was “preeminently a
place of moral leadership.” George Bush is a defender of right-to-lfe, and a champion of the Judeo-Christian values and belicfs upon which Ameri-

cawas founded.

Mr. Clinton however, has a different agenda. At s top is unestricted abortion on demand. When the Irish-Catholic Governor of Pennsylvania,
Robert Casey, asked to say a few words on behalf of the 25 million unborn children destroyed since Roe v Wade, Bob Casey was told there was no
room for him at the podium at Bill Clinton’s convention, and no room at the inn. Yet a militant leader of the homosexual rights movement could
rise at that same convention and say: “Bill Clincon and Al Gore represent the most pro-lesbian and pro-gay ticket in history.” And so they do. Bill
Clinton says he supports “school choice>—but only for state-run schools. Parents who send their children to Christian schools, or private schools,

or Jewish schools, or Catholic schools, need not apply.

Elect me, and you get “cwo for the price of one,” Mr. Clinton says of his lawyer-spouse. And what does Hillary believe? Well, Hilary believes that
12-year-olds should have the right to sue their parents. And Hillary has compared marriage and the family, as insticutions, to slavery and life on an
Indian reservation. Well, speak for yourself, Hillary.

“This, my friends, is radical feminism. The agenda that Clinton & Clinton would impose on America: abortion on demand, a litmus test for the
Supreme Coure, homosexual rights, discrimination against religious schools, women in combat units. That's change, all right. But that's not the
kind of change America needs. It’s no the kind of change America wants. And it’s not the kind of change we can abide in a nation we still call

“God'’s country.”

One year ago I could not have dreamt I would be here tonight. I was just one of many panelists on what President Bush calls “those crazy Sunday
talk shows.” But I disagreed with the President and so we challenged the President in the Republican primaries, and we fought as best we could. .
Yes, we disagreed with President Bush, but we stand with him for the freedom to choose religious schools, and we stand with him against the
amoral idea that gay and lesbian couples should have the same standing in law as married men and women. We stand with President Bush for right-
to-life and for voluntary prayer in the public schools. And we stand against putting our wives and daughters and sisters into combat units of the
United States Army. And we also stand with President Bush in favor of the right of small towns and communities to control the raw sewage of
pornography that so terribly pollutes our popular culture. We stand with President Bush in favor of federal judges who interpret the law as written,

and against would-be Supreme Court justices like Mario Cuomo who think they have a mandate to rewrite the Consticution.

Friends, this clection is about more than who gets what. It is about who we are. It is about what we believe and what we stand for as Americans.
‘There isa religious war going on in this country. Itis a culcural war, as critical to the kind of nation we shall be as the Cold War itself. For this war is
for the soul of America. And in that struggle for the soul of America, Clinton & Clinton are on the other side, and George Bush is on our side.

And 5o to the Buchanan Brigades out there, we have to come home and stand beside George Bush.

Friends, in these wonderfuul 25 weeks of our campaign, the saddest days were the days of that riot in L.A., the worst riot in American history. But
out of that awful tragedy can come a message of hope. Hours after that riot ended, I went down to the Army compound in South Los Angeles,
where I met the troopers of the 18th Cavalry who had come to save the city of Los Angeles. An officer of the 18th Cav said, “Mr. Buchanan, I want
you to talk to a couple of our troopers. And I went over and I met these young fellows. They couldn’t have been 20 years old. They could not have

been 20 years old. And they recounted their story.

‘They had come into Los Angeles late in the evening of the second day, and the rioting was still going on. And two of them walked up a dark street,
where the mob had burned and looted every single building on the block but one, a convalescent home for the aged. And the mob was headed in,
to ransack and loot the apartments of the terrified old men and women inside. The troopers came up the street, M-16s at the ready. And the mob
threatened and cursed, but the mob retreated because it had met the one thing that could stop it: force, rooted in justice, and backed by moral

courage.
Now, “Greater love than this hath no man than that he lay down his lif for his friend.” Here were 19-year-old boys ready to lay down their lives to
stop a mob from molesting old people they did not even know. And as those boys took back the streets of Los Angeles, block by block, my friends,
we must take back our cities, and take back our culture, and take back our country.

God bless you, and God bless America.

[Source: Buchanan, Patrick J. “Address to the Republican National Convention.” August 17, 1992. Houston, TX. Available online via
Buchanan.org, http://buchanan.org/blog/1992-republican-national-convention-speech-148.]





