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It is time to get on the high-speed train.

Debra Chou, State Representative, District 33

sHDU: Good evening. While I agree with Representative Sanchez that our
state has some serious and immediate concerns with its transportation, I do
not agree that high speed rail is the answer to our problems. The sw(o’m
proposed under the current bond issue will not alleviate our crowded highways
and airports. Further, it is costly and there is slim proof that it will yield the

Sanchez promises.
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COnomic or environmental benefits Mr. Sanchez promises.

Several critics of high-speed rail have pointed out that the number of potential
riders has been overestimated. In almost every case in Europe and Chma‘
high-speed rail passenger numbers have been greatly overestimated. Bec’ause
high-speed trains travel from the center of one city to the center of another,
business travelers and wealthier passengers, whose destinations are large '
cities, most often use them. The average citizen on the way to the grocery
store or a doctor’s appointment does not. The relatively high cost of a ticket
further discourages most people, who find travel by automobile less

ve. This is not public transit.

1t is true that the building, operation, and maintenance of high-speed rail will

create jobs. However, these gains will be offset by the huge expense of its
alifornia estimates high-speed rail from San Diego to

Sacramento will cost $100 billion over 20 years. In addition, even the current

construction.

huge budget is likely underestimated. One study shows that large
transportation projects typically run over budget. Other studies show that

ticket sales never cover the cost of operating high-speed rail, so the systems
are doomed to be forever taxpayer subsidized.

Finally, high-speed rail systems are not as green as those who favor the
system want us to believe. A study by the University of California at Berkeley
has shown that the reduction in carbon dioxide emissions by high-speed rail is
less than 1%. This is far les of a reduction in greenhouse gases than we have
been led to believe. Studies show that most people would rather travel by car
because of ticket costs and inconveniently located train stops. Thus, the
estimates of lower fuel emissions with high-speed-rail are greatly inflated.

We need to think carefully before using state money 1o fund this project.
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Instructions
Read

* On the page 2 tab above, you will read two texts pres
views on the same topic

* Both writers argue that their position on the issue is correct.

senting different

Plan

* Analyze the two texts to determine which writer presents the stronger case.

* Develop your own argument in which you explain how one position is better
supported than the other.

» Include relevant and specific evidence from both sources to support your
argument.

Write
e Type your respor
e Your ponse should b

each. i .
+ Remember to allow a few minutes to review and edit your response.

in the box on the right.
e approximately 4 to 7 paragraphs of 3 to 7 sentences

for reading,_planning, writing,. and editing_your response

You have up to 45 minutes
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High-Speed Rail: Is It Time? |

To ea:
se traffic congestion and connect communities, many cities are exploring high-

speed rail, or commuter trains. The following transcri from State Matters, a
' llowi |
e s 9 script is fron ) |
eekly television program |

Manuel Sanchez, State Representative, District 109 [ ]

1 SANCHEZ: Good evening. Our state has a great opportunity to become a
leader in twenty-first-century transportation. The bond issue before voters in ‘ |
June will allow us to begin planning for a high-speed rail system that will lower [ |
road and air travel congestion. It will have powerful economic benefits for our
state, and an added benefit is that it will be highly sustainable and green. | |

2 High-speed, or light-rail, trains will offer safe, fast, comfortable, and
convenient travel among the three major cities in our state. They will relieve B
interstate highway congestion and can carry as many people as a 10-lane |
highway. Unlike airports, high-speed rail hubs can be built in city centers, SO
passengers finish their trips in the heart of business, shopping, and tourist

destinations.

3 Building high-speed rail creates many new jobs for not only construction
workers and their suppliers but also for those responsible for operating and |
maintaining the system. In addition, high-speed rail encouradges growth.
i tend to spring up
Restaurants, lodging, retail shops, and other businesses ‘ I
near high-speed rail stations. One source estimates that a high-speed rail hub
has the equivalent economic impact of a medium-sized airport in the center of

a city.
i transportation. The trains are
ly, high-speed trains are sustainable, green
i Eg‘v?lle:’éd gy elthncity, Therefore, they redéclefgreenaguhses;e)reneuzssar;ls:‘?gmnw
ependence on fossil fuels. The Call ornia High-! )
Isot‘gteersotuh;éjh?gh—speed trains use only one-third the energy of airplanes and
one-fifth the energy of automobiles. U





