Paper Guidelines, Foreign Governments, POLS 1201

The final paper for this class will be 8-10 pages long. It should use outside sources (at least 5, of
which two should be books.) You need to include a bibliography and use footnotes for citation
— Chicago Style for both. The following the guidelines below will help you write a great paper.

You need to pick a country, choose an issue related to one of the topics we’re covering this
term, and explain why that issue looks the way it does in your country. Examples might be
changes in laws related to gender in Kuwait, income inequality in India, or democratization in

Poland.

Format:

Please use a standard 12 point font; 12-point font (Times, Times New Roman, Cambria, or
Calibri) with 1.25” margins. Be sure to check your formatting settings before beginning to

write your paper! The assigned length of the paper is 2,700-3,200 words, this is 8-10 pages not
including your footnotes.

Your paper should have a title page (which will not be included in the word count), including the
following information: Your name, the course number, the date it was handed in, and a title.

Number the pages of your paper - the bibliography and title page do not count towards the
final word count (they also do not count against it). All papers will be submitted through turnitin

on Canvas BEFORE THE DEADLINE! If you have questions about how to do any of the above in a
standard word processing program (word, open office, etc) please see the writing center.

The format of your paper does matter; tweaking the font size, spacing or margins to make your
paper longer or shorter is generally quite obvious to the reader (particularly since I'll have a
stack of papers in front of me to compare it to) and falls under the heading of “not doing the

assignment properly,” which will have a negative impact on your grade. (This may sound
unnecessarily exacting, but attention to detail is a skill that will stand you in good stead in your

time at Temple.)

Quotations, Citations and References:

If you aren’t sure how to put together a proper bibliography, a good place to start is Doing
Honest Work in College by Charles Lipson. The general principle is, cite any idea which is not
vours, including the author’s name, and, in the case of specific concepts, the page number. If
you aren’t sure whether you should cite something or not, err on the side of caution and cite it.
A little googling will find you a good citation guides and examples — you must use the Chicago

Manual of Style. The final paper requires citation from at /east five sources with at least three
of them being books, and at least three of them coming from outside the class readings.
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Edit your work or go to the writing center. Be consistent with capitalization, and be sure that

you use punctuation correctly. Make sure that you use “its” and “it’s”, “our” and “are”, “then”

and “than”, and “they’re”, “there” and “their” correctly. Introduce all acronyms by explaining
what they stand for the first time you use them. While we all make mistakes in our writing, the

use of spell check and careful editing can cut down on these a good deal.

Structure and Organization

A term paper is not a mystery novel. The ending is not supposed to be a big surprise. Your
introduction should explain to the reader what your topic is, what your central question is and
what your thesis is. If your thesis doesn’t appear on the first page, then your introduction isn’t
doing its job. It’s not a bad idea to try writing your introduction last, as you may have a clearer

sense of your paper’s overall structure and argument after you've finished writing it.

Also, beware of tangents — you don’t need to include every bit of information you find. Some of
what you find will be interesting, but not necessarily relevant. (If you do find something that’s
just so cool you have to include it, even though it’s not strictly germane...that’s what footnotes

are for. But footnotes are, by their very nature, short.)

Every paragraph should have a purpose and fit into the paper’s larger argument. Don’t leave the
reader assembling the academic equivalent of lkea furniture and wondering “what’s this weird

twisty part for?” An important step to ensuring that your paper works well is to start by making
an outline (in fact, an outline is a part of this paper project for just that reason), including what
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Things to avoid:

search explains why things happen, not the

T'he “should” argument: Most political science re . .
way things should be. When writing a political science paper, focus on evaluating these theories,

and telling the reader whether or not you find these arguments satisfyin.g, and Whl\/- Try to avoid
arguing in favor of the way people and states should behave; for thlf pape.:lr, hwa'ntc| to se.e
analysis, not prescription. I'm looking for “why does civil war happen”, not “why civil war is

bad.”

The “because I said so!” argument: A strong paper demonstrates not only kr.wowledge, but
also insight. Assertions left undefended and unexplained will do little to improve your

argument, and may only leave the reader wondering “where did that come from?”

T'autologies... “it is what it is...”

The one-sided fight: Great papers not only provide evidence to support their own position,
but also challenge competing arguments head-on. Evaluating the opposing arguments and

explaining why they are wrong will strengthen your own argument considerably. For instance, it
you are arguing that the wars in Yugoslavia in the 1990s were caused by political elites

manipulating the public, your paper would be even more impressive if you also explained why
the counterargument that the war was all about ancient ethnic hatreds is not convincing.

The kitchen sink paper: Just throwing in every detail you can think of regarding a particular issue
does not make for a convincing argument. Make sure that you're using information strategically

and appropriately, so that | can see you really know what you're talking about.

Lateness Policy:

Papers that are turned in late, unless arranged with me in advance (and by “advance” | mean @ minimum
of 24 hours in advance), will receive a penalty for said lateness. For each day of lateness you will loose %
letter grade (e.g. an “A” will be and “A-" and a “D-" will be an “F”). Each day (for lateness purposes)
begins at 12:01pm beginning the day the paper is due. Papers submitted more than 5 days late (not
before 12-noon on December 11) will automatically receive an “F” and Zero credit for the assignment.



