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Refore you read the following essay, think about its

and rhetorical nformation in the headnote_ a5
prompt. Make some marginal notes of your expectations fo,
write out a response to the journal prompt. Then; as you |
self for the first tme, try not to stop; take it all in as if in o;
second tume, however, pausc to annotatc key points In the
marginal rules we have provided alongside each paragraph
remember the nine basic questions We listed earlier on pag;

graphical

What’s in a Name!

Henry Louts GATES JR.

The preeminent African American scholar of our time, Biographic
Henry Louis Gates Jr. is the Alphonse Fletcher University 7% —

Professor and director of the W. E. B. Du s htec for ————————
African and African American Research at Harvard Uni-
versity. Among his impressive list of publications are Fiy-
ures in Black: Words, Signs and the “Racial” Self (1987),
The Signifving Monkey: A Theory of Afro-American Liter-
ary Criticism (1988), Loose Canons: Notes on Culture Wars
(1992), The Future of the Race (1997 ), and Thirteen Ways
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of Looking at a Black Man (1999). His most recent books
are Mr. Jefferson and Miss Wheatley (2003) and Find-
tng Oprab’s Roots: Finding Your Own (2007). In 2011, Rl g
Gates Published Life Upon These Shoves: Looking at African I e
American History. His Colored People: A Memoir (1994)
f'-ecoﬁé'ct"s’iﬁ a wondertful prose style his youth growing up
in Piedmont, West Virginia, and his emerging sexual and
racial awareness. Gates first enrolled at Potomac State Col-
lege and later transferred to Yale, where he studied history.
With the assistance %an Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Fcllowship and a Ford Foundation Fellowshfp, he pursued
advanced degrees in English at Clare College at the Univer-

sity of Cambridge. He has been honored with a MacArthur
Foundation Fellowship, inclusion on Time magazine’s “25 -
Most Influential Americans” list, a National Humanities

i — — — .

Medal, and election to the Amz;ican Academy of Arts and
Letters.
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In “What’s in a Name?,” excerpted from a longer Rhetorical

article published in the fall 1989 issue of Dissent maga- highlight:
zine, Gates /t;ellsq\\the story of an early encounter with
the la___l_}‘guagc W}n lecpinmshow one of the — —
“bynames” used by white people to define African
0 (rericans robs them of their identity, he feels the sung —
: firsthand. Notice how Gates’s use of dialogue
e mmediacy and poignancy to his narration. . i
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ING TO DISCOVER: Reflect on racially charged language Journal
heard. For example, has anyone ever used d racial or eth- Prompt —_—
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until 1 read Parg 1
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J989). But there, in —— B s
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. . 5-8
“Hello, Mr. Wilson,” T heard my father say. b

I stopped licking my ice cream cone, and asked my Dad
In a loud voice why Mr. Wilson had called him TGeorgers

“Doesn’t he know your name, Daddy? Why don’t you
tell him your name? Your name jsn’t George.”

For a moment I tried to think of who Mr. Wilson was
mixing Pop up with. But we didn’
the colored people in Piedmont:
Georges living in the neighbori

muill

ng towns and working at the

“Iell him your name, Daddy.” Para. 10-14

“He knows my name, boy,” my father said after a long
pause. “He calls all colored people George.”

A long silence ensued. It was “one of those things,” as
my Mom would put it. Even then, that early, I knew when
I was in the presence of “one of those things,” one of those
things that provided a glimpse, through a rent® curtain, at

“Nobody hits better in a clutch than Jackie Robinson.”
“That’s right. Nobody.”

I never again looked Mr. Wilson in the eye. Bagd. A5e. 56,

Once you have read and reread Gates’s essay and annotated. the text,
write out answers to the six Thinking Critically about the Reading ques-
tions as well as the Language in Action activity found below. Then com-
pare your answers with those of the other students in class.
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