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Born in Osaka, Japan, to a prosperous famil:v, Yasy.
nari Kawabata graduated from Toky() Imperial Up;.
versity in 1924 and had his first literary success with
the semiautobiographical novella The lzu Dayc,,
(1926). He cofounded the journal Con.temp()rar)' Lit-
erature in support of the Neosensuahst. mov‘cmom‘
which had much in common with the European literary movements of Dadalsn'q,' Expres.
sionism, and Cubism. His best-known works include Snow Country (1937), 'I housand
Cranes (1952), The Sound of the Mountain (1954), The Lake (1955), The Sl.eepzng Beauty
(1960), The Old Capital (1962), and the collection Palm—of-the—Hand Storze‘s (translatesj
in 1988). Kawabata was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1968. After long suf-
fering from poor health, he committed suicide in 1972.

- alking along the tile-roofed wall of the university, I turned aside and
approached the upper school. Behind the white board fence of the
school playground, from a dusky clump of bushes under the black cherry trees,
an insect’s voice could be heard. Walking more slowly and listening to that voice,
and furthermore reluctant to part with it I turned right 'so as not to leave the
playground behind. When I turned to the left, the fence gave way to an embank-
ment planted with orange trees. At the corner, I exclaimed with surprise. My
eyes gleaming at what they saw up ahead, I hurried forward with short steps.
At the base of the embankment was a bobbing cluster of beautiful varicol-
ored lanterns, such as one might see at a festival in a remote country village.
Without going any farther, I knew that it was a group of children on an insect
chase among the bushes of the embankment. There were about twenty lan-
terns. Not only were there crimson, pink, indigo, green, purple, and yellow lan-

. There were even some
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